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In Thanksgrving
10 THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY
OUR MOTHER AND QUEEN
WE LOVINGLY DEDICATE

THE HARFEST OF

THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS
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His Earwexee Varesio Canoival Vater:
Prefect of the Sacved Congregatson of Roalipions
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SACRA CONGREGATIO

DE RELIGIOSIS
February 18, 10855

Pear Very Hevarond Mother (eanerald,

Thiz Bacred Congregation has learned with great pleasurs that your
Ingtitute is preparing 1o ecommemorais a great svent in the eourse of this
year, It was, in T&6%, on the Fesst ol the Freseptation of the Virgin Mary,
1865, that your revered foundress, Mary dnpela Trusskowslka, kmesling
before an image of Our Iady of Oreslochowa, smolemnly consesrated harssli 1o
the serviae of the Mother of God.

3inoe this acl has always besn considered the beginming and the point
of departura of the foundation of your Institute; you are, in effsgct;
celebrating your centenary.

4 hundred ysgars of 1ife constitute & Jong pericd of time; sufficient.
gertainiy, to give & definite judsment on vhe development and the fruits of
fha 1ittle seed which, on that day, Mary dngela Trusskowska placed at the
feet of Our Lady and confided to her care,

A small seed, indesd, sinas al that memernt the feurndress had at her
aids only ‘bher cousin, Clothilde, and g venerated Capuchin Father of Warsaw,
her Tirector. But what damnot the greee of God acoomplish when He finds a
heart that s generous Bnd sager Lo follow His dnspirations and His Will,
at the cost of any sacrifice, however EZresat.

In & vary short fime, many young women united themselves with the
foundress to help her and to follow her in her works of ocharity and in the
path of perfectionm, In 1658, she was made superigr of the imgtitute, which
vary soon spread to many parts of Poland and zohssquently o the United
atates, Ommada, and Brasil.

Today with great satisfaction we see that that little seed has becomsa
a groat tren whither éavery kind of moral and material nead comes Lo soel
shelter. The CGongregation of the Sisters of 5t. Felix of Cantalioe numbers,
in faot, over 4,800 members.

This iz bessupse the foundress had built her institute on the solid and
unshiakable foundations of humility, of retirement from the world, and of
mortification, of whieh s#he herself was to give sush a2 shining sxampln
guring her leng illnezs.

For thia shs placed herself under the mantle af St. Franeis and ohpse
g8 Patron one of His humblest followers, 81t. Felim, the Capuchin l1gy
Brother, who broause of his gentleness and =zipplicity was ao dear fo 8t.
PH{lip Nerli and to the people of Home.

May thi= genuine Frangiscan spirit, characterized as it Is by
humility and gharitiy towards gne's neighbor, animate ever more and ever
better tha members of the congregation confided, Very Heversnd Motlher
General, to your dirsction. Then itz futvre will be assured and the fruizs
of sangtity will ineresse for the glory of CGod and the malvation of soulas.

It 1& with thnese sertiments, and with-a thoupht, of sadness as well an
of hope, for those si=ters who are separated by Tores from ihe mothernouss
in fpwe, chat I extend to you my good wizhes and beg Ood to bestow on the
fongregation of St. Telix on this memorable anmiversary, sbundani graces
anfl hlessinge, and ithat Frangiscan joy which bBrings psass and all that is
pond —— Pax et Honum.

With =zentiments of deep reéspesoat, I remain, Very Reversnd Mother,

Yomras sinosrely in Christ,

Brefest of the Zacred Conpregation of Heligicus




His Fuwesce Crement Carprvan Micana
Cardinal Pratector of the Cangregaiton of the Felletan Sisters




FRoma
Febronary 20, 1856

The good Felioian Sisters are celebrating this year the first
Jentennial of their existence and those who are witnessing it and who
gppresiate their zeal and fervor are sspeciselly happy and blesas the Lord
with them eon this= oosaslon.

He, who Maa the good fortune to have been appointed the Frofteotor of
their songregation by the Highest Pontiff, is the first to fael thia holy
Joy in his heart. Pariticularly ainece these hundred years of exisieénce have
heen truly full of good and holy werks which warrani me %o enteriain the
fondeal hopes for fhe gongregation and the fruitfulness af theisr works
which God will still allow ithem fo perform for Hia glory.

The nundredth amniversery marks an important milestone in the history
of any conpgregation; 11 affords an opportunity to reflset on the past, and
palmoet compels reflection and resolutions for the fuiure.

The FPelieians may regard the yesars that have passsd with servenity.,
hope, and profound filial praiituode towards God; for, guided by the =pirit
of their Foundress, Mother Mary Angela Trusakowslia, they have developed and
expandad e conprogation to whioh she gave l1ifs ‘and which she sntronsted to
them, They have fostered the spiritual haritage of their Mother and eared
for 4t that 1t wounld bear fruit.

Those who in all justice &sppreeiate fthe econgregation of Mother
T msgkowska may admire the mystorious ways of the Lord, who has sustained
har dasghters through warious and unending Fiffisulties. The work of their
Mother, as all other good and purposeful works, enppuntersd numerous
pbdtadles in the beginning.

The FPelinian Bisters have alwayes founded their works on liwvely faith,
arderit sharity, and vndaunted hope in ths belp and grace of’ the Loerd, They
fiave found slirengih in prayer, mortifisatios, poverty, fidelity to their
JyooRption and to the Bule of the oongregsation.

Mot witheut profound meaning, therefore, is the fact that their
Foundress ohoza a2 a medel of her songragation S1. Felix of Oantalice; a
most humble Capuchin Iay-brother, who waz the very embodiment and the
purgst expreszion of the true Franoiscan spirit. Thus preparad and formed,
the Felieiang were able (o take part in the happy growth of the
gongregation by founding cumercous homes in the United States, Brazil,
fanada, and in por osm Rome. In those places they oconduot hospitals,
glinion, sohools, and oither institulions wherein reigns the spirii of our
Tord Jesus Ohrist, oharity, and fratermal unity. Everywhere the sisters
siitindle the fire of peal which burnms in their own hearts.

4t sthe ¢leose of the first hundred vesrs and &t the dawn of the second,
it is a pleasurs Lo ha able to extend to the Congregatien of the
Feliogiane our warmest wizhss for ever-inereasing and continuoms growth.
Moy our Lord grant that it grow not only in nopber of sisters, buu above
&all, in fervor, zeal, and the observanss of thas Holy Hale.

Moy the blesdings of our Lord; which, with &1l our heart; wa invoke in
abundance upon these very good sisters, be their strength, their reward,
and their gonzoling sertainty that they are on the road that God has
adsined them, and whereon He wants them to advance in perfecticon and

7 F g i

Cardinal Proteotor of the
Congregation of ths Feliaian Sisters
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Hrs Faowrner Franers Cagminal SPELLMAN
Aveidithap of New York
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April 2, 1856
Dear Beverend Mother:

How like the years in Mcther Mary Angela's life
are the years that today witness Poland betrayed, her
Church captive and persecuted. It is significant
that the Centenary of the Congregation of the Sisters
of 5t. Felix of Cantalice so closely resembles the
captive years of Polish history during which Mother
Angela founded the Felician Congregation.

These past one hundred Felician years are grace—
enorusted pages in the history of the Church,
whereon God in His sternal design brought forth hely
women to serve His Church and a suffering nation with
a blend of active charity and intense spirituality.
Now, as then, these years of our generation have need
of holy women inspired by the Franciscan ideal of
"repairing the Chureh of God," and filled with
Felician zeal to do "all through the Heart of Mary in
honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament."

I pray God's blessings upon you and the
thousands of Sisters who have done so much these past
eighty vears for the Church in Amerieca. I am
grateful to Cod for the sixty-three Sisters of
5t. Felix wheo teach in the schools of the
Archdiocese of New York. I congratulate them in this
Centenary Year of the founding of their Order.

I pray that your individual and cerporate
devotion te the Divine Heart of Jesus will lead those
whom you serve in the way of Christ, Our Lord. In
Hig name, my blessing upon you and the Sisters of the
Congregation of 8t. Felix.

CEL L s,

Archbishop of New York
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His Emisuanee Enward Cantivar Moowey
Arehbizkop of Detrodr
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Detroit, Miohigan
Maroh 21, 1955

Dear Reverend Mother:

I am very happy to join with the friemds of the Felioian Zistera on
thres ocontinents in extending heartfelt comgratulations on the cosasion of
the one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Jonpregation.

My desire to do 2o in a lmowledgeabla way hss led me to read the
edifying story of the Jongregation's beginnings in Poland and the amazing
record pf ifts growth espeeially in our owm couniry.

It ia with understandable gratituds and pride that we in Detroit notae
thres outetanding faots im the history of the Felician 8isters in the
nited States. HEight years after the first American foundation in Polonia,
Wiseonein, the Felician Motherhou=se was esztablished inm Detroii. For
gightesn years theresafter the marvelous expansiom of the Oommunity was
diregted from this center. A4s a result, four of the zeven American
Provinees of the Congregation have been i1mmediately eécnnected with the
Detroit Motherhouss. B

The third noteworthy fact 1s the loyalty of the Feligian Sisters in
America to the broad Catholis spirit of service which the foundrass,

Mother angela Trusskowska, breaihed into her pionser asscciates. The
American foundations have fostered this admirahise spirit in two signifieant
weys. In their dedicated serviee to the Polish immigrants wheo thronged into
this country after the fivil War the Felicien Sisters stood ready to take
up any pood work that would protect and foater the faith of thess

newoomers and their children in & strange land. This sonoern for & spepoial
lanfuage group extended to the native born deseendants of these immigrants
whose rslipgious needs were still served in parishes oreated for theirn
fathers. At the same time, however, the Sisters ware ever willing Lo serve
pther nesdy minority groups and have been outstanding in their work for the
Indians and WNegroes. &nd more recently, in our own &ge of iransition and of
integratien of the younger element in all raeial groups into new parishes
which opur present day shift of population makes necessary. the broad spirit
of Mother Angela is evident in her daughtersa' desire to taks their part in
this Catholie development of today.

On this auspioious oogasion, therefore, I join wilh other interssted
members of the American Hieravshy in thenking the Feligian Bistera for
their special contribuotion to the Church in our country in mesting ‘the
problems which mulei-Tingonal immigration presented. At the same ifime I
fervently invoks the blessing of (od on their continuing and ever expanding
sprvice undsr the changed conditions that oblain in America today.

Cordially youra in Christ,

drahbislop of Detroit




Hiz Eanweyee Jaues Canpinal MeGuoicay
Archdishup of Toromto




Archdiocese of Toronto
Clancery Bffice
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April 27, 1955
Very Reverend amd dear Mother:

It is with great joy that I learn that you are
about to celebrate the Centennial Anniversary of your
glorious Community. We know in this Arochdiocese from
the work that your Sisters are doing how bravely youn
are carrying on the work started in your beloved
Poland one hundred years ago and we rejoice that we
have the privilege of having a number of your Sisters
at work here. We pray that your work everywhere may
continue to flourish and increase, and that even in
Poland your Sisters may be able to carry on their
charitable work.

No words of mine could tell you the feselings
of admiration and gratitude I have towards you for
having allowed your Community to come and work among
pur dear Catholics of this Archdiocese and especially
among the Polish people. We gling to the hope that
the day will soon come when Poland will again open
its arms to the great works which you began and
which, thanks be to God, are still operating at least
te a certain extent. Be assured then that I join
with you and with all your friends throughout the
world in wishing you a wvery Happy festival on the
oecasion of your Oentennial and that the next century
may be as beautiful and as abundant in fruit for CGod
as the last.

Begging a remembrance in your prayers, I am,

; Devotedly yours in Christ,

+ &HEL;F,,Iféizlsté? ta?ﬂ*4&-14-

Erchblshup of anﬂntn
[
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His Epavience Savoen CArpisal STRITCH
Archbictan of Chicago
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Chicago, Illinecis
January 30, 1855

My dear Mother Mary Simplicita:

' The Founding of the Oongregation of Sisters of
8t. Felix of Cantalice on November 21st, 1885, in
Warsaw was indeed a blessed event for the Church in
the United States., From out of Catholic Poland,
these Sisters came to us to consecrate their lives in
religion to the care and education of the children
of the good Catholie Poles, who had come to our
gountry to make a mighty contribution to the Church
in the United States. They eame in numbers, and they
eame in the spirit of their Holy Patron. What they
have done, is just one of those marvels of Divine
Grace whioh have enriched the Church of God. No
single need here has been as great as the need of
Catholie Schoels for our Catholie children. The
Feligian Sisters have been a mighty force in the
meeting of this need. Their centenary this year will
unite all of us with them in their Hymn of
Thanksgiving.

Particularly the Archdiocese of Chicago has been
blessed by God with the Felician Sisters. Here their
works of piety are outstanding. By their example and
their labors they have enriched the Archdiocese.
Truly, we thank God for having given us these
consecrated virgins, who mystically walk in the train
of the Lamb in our classrooms and institutions. We
of Chicago want to celebrate with them their
gentenary and say to them how much we prize them.

Years will come and other centenaries, and the
years to come will be filled with holy things. As we
thank God for the past, we beg Him to bless the
years to come of this Congregation of devoted
religious.

With best wishes,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Qe Bon O
Archbishop of Chicago
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His Frnesce Cranirs Carpinar e Vasconoeneos Morma
Archbishop of Sao Pasla
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Sac Paulo,

March 15, 1856

To the Reverend Felician
Sisters who, in commemoration
of the centennial anniversary
of the foundation of their
congregation, have established
their first home in this
archdiocese of Sao Panle our
blesgings which we also extend
to all the rest of the

Felieian Bisters.
-+ Q. (_M“ga,ﬁﬂ_

Archbishop of Sac Paulo
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His Froanesce James Carpivan ve Barros CAMARA
Archbishegi of RKio de Faneive
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Rio,

February 28, 1855

From the bottom of our
heart we send our best
blessings to the Reverend
Siszters of &8t. Felix who,
erowned by so many merits and
surrounded by the gratitude of
so many nations, celebrate the
centennial of their

foundation.

Archbishop of Rioc de Janeiro
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His Exrtamwen Jaues Carorvan Melsrinre
Aredibrihen of Lot Anpele
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Los Angeles,

February 1, 19656

My dear Mother Simplicita:

I am happy to learn that
your Oongregation will this
year commemorate the
Centennial of the Founding of
the Oommunity.

I am sure this is an
oceasion of great joy to you,
and a review of the acdom-
plishments of these years
will bring much credit to the
members who h&?& consecrated
themselves and their works in
the service of God.

Jeoining with you in

prayerful pgratitode, I am

Faithfully in Christ,

XXV

Archbishop of Los Angeles




His Emivesce Sreprew Canoinal, WyszynsKkl
Areliddchop of Griezny and Harsau
Primrate of Poland
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I raise my pastoral hand
to gladden you with
the blessed sign of the
triumphant Cross. May its
strength confirm you in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost.

Amer .

Warsaw,
Easter, 1953
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i Maroh 25, 19556
Beverend Mother:

On this historie oceasion of the celebration of
the Centenary of the founding of the Congregation of
the Sisters of 8t. Felix of Cantalice, Third Order of
8t. Francis, by Reverend Mother Mary &ngela, Sophia
Truszkowska, it is my privilege and great joy as
Apostolie Delegate in the United States of America
to convey to the Feliocian Sisters heartfelt and
warmest ocongratulations and all best wishes,

The extensive accomplishments of the Sisters
during these hundred years have been marvelous and
providential. My attention is maturally foeused on
the Felieian Sisters in this sountry where they
arrived as a little band of five on the 20th of
November, 1874, and started their work on the
following day, the feast of the Presentation of Mary
in the Temple. Sinece the woods of gentral Wisconsin
first resounded with their prayers in 1874, their
Community hae enjoyed a rapid and phenomenal
progress. Ceonvineed of the verity of the motto given
them by their first Director, Father Josesph
Dabrowski, "God is my strength," the Sisters felt
that there was nothing they ocould not accomplish.

No field of Christian endeavor was left unploughed.
The Feligian Sisters opened schools, hospitals,
orphanages, institutions for spepial care of
children, homes for the aged, hospioces for
immigrants, sponsored retreats and sccial welfare,
wrote and published books and provided for the
migsions with assistance and personnel. Te do all
this the tiny fire-ridden Community of Wisconsin
grew to seven provinges in fifty-six dioceses with
3620 Sisters. "God is my strength"; there is no
cther explanation.

With the Felician Sisters in the United States
and throughout the world, especially those behind
the Iron Curtain, we rejoice on this glorious
Centenary and join with them in offering a fervent
"Te Deum" to the Almighty One Who ochose and
inspired them and with Whose grace they have
oooperated s0 generously and =o fruitfully through
these ten decades. May their blessings and rewards
be manifold.

Singerely yours in Christ,

” Jﬁﬁf . 8iii;;?dﬁ.40¢¢(_,_w\
Archbishop~of Laodioea

Apostolie Delegate




Moraen Mary Sodpenrorra, G550
Kupertor Geneval of the Felician Sisiers
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CURIA GENERALIS
SORORUM FELICTANANUM

Aupuat 22, 1965

I'm presenting this book to oor heloved =zisters, Hind
‘benefactors and dear friends, we are laying open before them
the whole tressore of God'a bounly lavished upen bur Conpgrepa-
tion during the past century. '

May the sight of Ood's mergiss to us fill our hearig,
dearssl sisters, with fullssi admiration and ‘an sver-grateful
"Ilas gratias!" And mey our thanksgiving rise unte heaven
in the words of Our Lady's soblims canticle, an unigus ex-
pression of her own grateful sonl te the Heavenly Father.

A= for you, our dear frisnds and benefactors, we wish
to have you share our joy today just as yod bave shared your
temporal gopds with us in eur hour of need, Come and Jjoin us
ir our Song of thankspgiving to Almighty God who celled us to
fulfill Hia eternal designs under the patronage of ‘the poor and
hunble S5t, Felix, for you have been a part of His plan, fog,
May this book be a token of ocor sincerest gratitude fo youw.

¥oura in the Immaoulate Heart of Mary,

Pirter e LdF

Mother Mery Simplioite, 0.8.5.F.
Superiar Oeneral of the Congregetion
of the Sisters of 51, Felix
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Forezword

WHEN Love Incarsate was carried by a young Maiden on a mission of
service, a burst of exultation, spontaneous in expression, though com-
posed over a lifetime, echoed through an obscure hill-town of Judea, Thar
paean of praise and thanksgiving, the "Magnificat” of the Mother of God,
belongs to the ages; for Mary has given her song to every soul in whom ]..mft
Incarnate has been born anew.

Mary's canticle of joyful thanksgiving has been adopted, in a particular man-
ner, by the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Felix from the very first moments
of 1ts existence. It has been cherished as a precious heritage by each Felician
Sister who through the past 100 years dedicated her life to carry Love Im'a_mal:e
on a mission of service— 100 years down the hills and valleys of time cartying
God to the little and the poor—ico years hidden in the Immaculate Heart of
Mary as an Adorer of Atonement to the Eucharistic Christ.

“"Magnificat!” sang another handmaid of the Lord whose lowliness God has
regarded—the beloved Foundress of the Felician Sisters, Mother Mary Angela
Truszkowska. Coincident with Mary's triumph in the definition of the dogma
of the Immaculate Conceprion was the birth of a melody of service in the depths
of Mather Angela's soul and the song was taken up I;:}* all the valiant pioneers,
Its joyous descant pierced the black nInuds of suppressmn and surged forth from
grateful hearts reanited in Cracow. “"Magnificat!” The canticle of trust sailed
across the ocean to the New World with Maother Mary Monica and Mather
Mary Cajetan, and the obligato of love flowed into Canada. Its sublime tones
aroused enthusiasm for missions in Brazil, "Magnificat!” And the last echoes of
the refrain rang at the portals of Rome.

Now, as the congregation endeavors to express adequately its gratitude to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary for 2 century of |mmaaa-ur11|.1!: graces through
her, no ather words are more appropriate than her own, “Magnificat!”

But the Immaculate Heart p]ilcn_da for reparation. If the hearts of the sisters
are to beat in rhythm with her jubilane “Magnificat,” then their souls must
simultaneously echo her humble “Fiat,” for only lips that whisper "Fiac” can
rightfully sing “Magnificat.”

The mission of reparation has always been a part of the Felician way of life,
May the thousands of voluntary daily acts of atonement of the thousands of
Felician souls thmughuut the century be a joyful tribute to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, for in the life of a Felician as in the life of Mary, the “Fiat"”
and "Magnificat” should be one.

The tones of Mary’s voice in her “Fiat” and “Magnificat' have never faded
into silence. They are ever recurrent, ever new. May the weak, faltering voices
of the Felicians in harmony with the pure, strong, everflowing voice of Mary,
never tire until, united in everlasring joy, they shall sing together the eternal
MAGNIFICAT!
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BHE WHO 1S MIGHTY HAS DONE GREAT THINGS FOR ME."

Historical Sketch of the Congregation

FIVHE HUNDRED-YEAR story of the
A “grear things” which God has done for the
Epngrégutiun af the Sisters of 5t. Felix began in
i 5'-1'1‘1 Warsaw, Poland, in the hearr of a cru-
fg;d‘_ﬁrbd mation, pa-rritium:d six’r}' VCUTH earlier by
Russin, Prussia, and Austmia, A ttempted 1n-
Jsurreetions against the oppressors all failed, re-
sulting only in severe reprisals, which tended to
“wegken the already waning spirit of the nation.

Simultaneously, however, there arose among
the Poles a number of lay and religinus groups
that devoted their énergies to rhe intelleetual,
‘moral, and re.li:ginus regeneration of the ap-
pressed people,

In the midst of these currents, the Congrega-
tion of the Felician Sisters sprang up, both a
product of the times and an answer to its needs.
This first religious congregation of women n
Poland to combine social action with a life of
-'jEra}rer and penance was bur an extension of the
Sbeaueiful harmony of charity and contemplation
that characterized the life of irs Foundress,
Saphin Truszkowska.
 The eldest of a family of four girls and three
bovk, Sophia was bom on May 16, 1825, in
Russinnoceupied Kalisz, Until her ewellth year
dhe remained under private rurorship in the
Aeeply religious and eulrural armosphere of the
Truszkr}wsii liarme. Then followed four vears at
o private academy in Warsaw, whither the
family had moved in 1837
~ Attracted from childhood to the religious
Tife, Sophin in her teens decided to enter the
tlsistered order of Visitation, but the illness of
Jiwr father interfered with these plans. In silent
priver at the cathedral of Cologne, she under-

l. THE SOWING

t8§s-18673

stond thar it was not to the cloister that God :
was calling her—but where, she did not know,

Upon the suggestion of her spiritual director,
Father Honorar Kozminski, a zealous young
Capuchin, Sophia became a Franciscan rertidry.
Enrolling also in the Sociecy of St. Vingent de
Paul; she devoted herself to works of charity,
On her daily errands of mercy to the poorer
districts of Warsaw, she became aware of the
sad phight of orphaned and neglected children.

Maved to pity, she rented a small flat in 1854
and gathered a number of orphans and aged
wamen. Here she instructed the children in re-
ligion and other rudimentary subjects and
trained them in habits of piety, courtesy, and
cleanliness. Thus the “lnstitute of Miss Trusz-
kowska'' came into existence. Sophia’s cousin,
Clothilde Ciechanowska, soon joined her in this
wark.

Iratirmte af Bt Velid, formerty the Zaludda Library; cradle of the
eongtiEation in Warsiw




The fallowing year, the Institute was moved
to larger quarters. On November 21, 1855, the
feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Sophia and Clothilde, kneeling before an
image of Our Lady of Czestochowa, solemnly
consecrated their lives to her service. This has
since been considered the founding day of the
new religious congregation,

When in time several other young women
joined the two, Father Benjamin Szymansks,
provincial superior of the Warsaw Capuchins,
arranged to have the group organized into a re-
ligious sisterhood of the Third Order of St
Francts, Father Honorat was appointed director,
beenming thus the co-founder of the congre-
gatian. He clathed the first ten novices on April
1o, 1857, on which day Sophin assumed the
name of Sister Mary Angela.

The sisters gave no thought to the naming of
their congregation. It was the inhabitants of
Warsaw who called them the "Sisters of St
Fehx,” or simply the "Felician Sisters,” because
of their frequent visits with the children to the
shrine of 5t. Felix in the Capuchin ehurch. Re-
cognizing in this incident the hand of God, the
sisters adopted the name and entrusted their
congregation to the patronage of the Capuchin
lay brother, St. Felix of Cantalice.

11. THE DARK

During the days of the Insurrection of 1863, the
institutions of the Felician Sisters were trans-
formed into provisional hespitals for friend
and foe alike. After the failure of lha-nprising,
the Russian povernment retaliated with re.

ressive measures aimed particularly at the re-
Egimm orders and congregations. Among the
first to feel the blow were the Capuchins, whe
on November 28, 1864, were forced to withdraw
from Warsaw. Scarcely a month later; on De-
cember 17, the Felictan Sisters received the
lang-dreaded order ro disband. The cloistered sis-
ters were rransferred to the Bernardine convent
in Liowicz—but those of the active branch were
ordered to return to their families as laywomen,

Mather Angela remained in the convent to
the last, solicitously providing for her deparning
daughters. Advised by Father Honorat in a
lecter she joined the sisters in Lowicz, from

NIGHT 1863-1869

In their early zeal, the sisters undertook il
types of charitable works for the moral and
ligious reform of the nation,

At the convent in Warsaw they conducted 1
orphanage and a school for poor girls, a hon
for aged women, o forty-bed hospital, a catechi
menate, and 4 secular Third Order of St. Frands
Elsewhere in the city they were in charge of
asylum for fallen women and 4 convalescent
home for poor women.

Muost far-reaching in its effects was their s
cial work among the peasants, to whom the
ministered in twenty-seven rural social centes
which served as schoals, dispensaries, commil
nity centers for youth, and meeting places far
religious instruction of adules.

In 1860, at the request of 4 number of the
sisters ‘who desired to lead a stricely contem
plative life, a separate cloistered branch wi
formed under the austere rule of St. Clare, i
obedience to Father Honorat, Mother Angeld
spent two years in the cloister, after which g
returned to the ietive group as superior genert
of the entire community.,

The congregation continued to grow in mehe
bership and works of mercy. Nine years aftef
its founding, there were two hundred sisters, of
whom twenty were strictly cloistered,

where she sustained her other daughrers by
letters and prayers. The disbanded sisters con
tinued to lead a religious life underground
gathering whenever possible for commumty
prayers and performing works of mercy under
obedience to Mother ﬁiar}' Magdalen Borow
ska, delegated as superior.

Then came a brighter day. On September §
1865, the feast of the Natwity of Our Lady
Mother Angela was notified that Empen
Francis Joseph had granted permission to e
tablish a Felician motherhouse in Austrian Pe
land, where the sisters had conducted a nursery
since 181, She immediately shared the ne
with the cloistered sisters, and the entire group
recited a grateful “Magnificar,” which since hai
been adopted as the hymn of thanksgiving o
the congregation. N

Unable to leave Lowicz because of ill healeh)



sther Angela sent orders to the disbanded
to meet in Cracow. Here on November
o 1865, a Mass was celebrated to mark the re-
| ﬂ'f the congregation. The following May
he Fatindress rejoined the active branch of the
mmunity am:l guided its rapid development
the new territory.
cpngregation had passed its brief trial.
long dark night sell awaited the Found-

alizing that her failing health and impaired
ng were handicapping her efficiency, Moth-
—then scarcely forty-four years ald—

Iy resioned from the office of superior gen-
186g. The remaining thirty years of her
though hidden in Christ, were radiant with

Porane  186g-19458

r Angela's unfinished ferm of office was
ol by Mother Anna Bielska. In 1871
..1,.- M.J.l"}' Magdalen Borowska was elected
or genetal, a position which she held for
e pext forty=four froicful years.

e Heart of Mary Peovingal Metheehouss, Smelensk
Cracoiw, {Temporary penernl mothsrhouse from 1E90 ta

ol
Fhe congregation spread fo all sections of
Augrrian Poland, r:crnductmg schools, nurseries,
student resident hcrmcs SEWINE Centers; urphﬂn-
s aa}*-]ums for the nged, and catechetical
senters. The sisters also organized and directed
s mg. tertiary groups, associations of the
p of prayer, and societies of the
Hitssed Sacrament and of the Immaculate

1T, GROWTH AND

the wirtues that were to become the distinctive
heritage of the Felician Sisrers. Loving repira-
tion to the Eucharistic Christ through the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary was the golden theme
of her life. Plunged into the bitter night of the
spirit, her soul became ever more serene and de-
tathed from creatires. Completely submissive,
she never interfered with rhe government of the
cangregation she had founded, but spent her days
in prayer, in tending flowers for g:: altar, and
in sewing church W:stments 1t was her nussmn
now, as she-expressed it, “'to pray for the sancri-
fcation of the community, entrusting it un-
ceasingly to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary. that
it may conform with God's designs.”

DEVELOPMENT

Heare of Mury.

In 1871, the cloistered sisters moved from
Lowice to Przasnysz, where their one and only
convent still exists. Complying with the wishes
of the Holy See, they formed an independent
community, known as the Capuchin Nuns, re-
taining ‘a genuine affection toward the active
group, whom they regard as their elder sisters.

From her solitude, with the prayerful interest
of a true mother, the Foundress followed all the
events of these years. Especially consoling to
her heart were the decree of commendation
issued by the Holy See, on*June 1, 1874; rthe
opening of the first American mission of the
Felician Sisters on November 21, of the same
year; the granting of permission for daily ex-
postition of the Blessed Sacrament in the Cra-
cow motherhouse chapel, in 1882; and the final
papal approval of the congregation issued July
I, 18gg.

News of this last event found Mother Angela
confined to the infirmary. Her illness, diagnosed
finally as internal cancer, had been progressing
steadily, and her days were now drawing to an
end. Inner desolation intensified the physical
pain, but she suffered in silence pressing a cru-
eifix to her heart. On Tuesday, Ocrober 10,
18gg, Mother Angela quietly went to meet her
Crovd.




Papal dectees bearng the cemporary amil final spprobations of the coneresadon and i Consgotions



b o Muiher PEury Angeli Trseloawaka in oy Cracow pro-
el pantierhonse

] .JJG] 1, sisters, and lay people came from all
parts of Austrinn Poland to pay tribure to this
mhle servant of God, Her bhody was laid to
in a special mortuary chapel ar the provin-
finl motherhouse, but her sprit has remained
with her daughters, strengthening and leading
Shem on the rayal road of reparation.
\fnruﬁﬁ[m] by the prayers and sufferings of
s now deceased morher, the congregation be-
\gan 1o grow into o Imght}' ttee. In 1go7 canie
final papal apprabation of the Constitutions.
o years later, the general administration,
ng been separated in 1gor from the pro-
netal administration on Smolensk Street, was
serred to new headguarters on Hﬂ.tnr}
t in Cracow, In Tgic a second province
formed with its motherhouse in Lwow.
Warld War 1 broughr suffering and privations
bn the instivutions of the sisters; especially those
i the Lwow province. The congregation now
lirected it charity toward the wounded and
Shomeless in Paland and elsewhers,

=1

Clur-Lpcy of the Baceed Eleart, first genernd mcithi I'|I-!|LI.'s|_._l Hictiney
Sireelt, Crodow, from 1z b LgEs

When the countty once again gained freednm,
the sisters resumed their work in the territory

formerly occupied by Russip. Tn 1921 they ar-
ganized a new Warsaw provines, with the moth
erhouse in then the suburban Wawer, where
they also opened a private high school and jun-
ior eollege, On the eve of World War |1 there
were approximately 8c¢ sisters in the three
Polish pravinces.

When war hroke our again in Poland
Ig3g, the sisters served their suffering country-
men in hospitals and in their insticurions, which
they opened to the homeless and hungry ref-
'Ilgf'!lf;E. nfﬁ l‘.f'JI'IgI'EL__.F"H[_IJUI'I 5|1:1r|_'{| 'il"l ILJ.] ThL' IJittt‘T
agony of the invasion of Nzl and Sovier troops.
Many of the institutions conducted by the
sisters were demolished or badly damaged, and
i number of sisters wore imprisoned or interned
in concentration camps. Enemy troops succes-
sively occupied the provincial motherhouse in
Wawer and the general motherhouse in Cracow
and disbanded the sisters of the Lwow provinee.

After the cessation of hostilities the siseers

resumed thetr work 1n schools and insttations
wherever possible, reaching for the firse time
into the westernmost repions of Poland re-
gained from the Germans,

AMERICA |1874-1G48

In the meantime the Felician teee was spreading
its hranches across the United States, where the
sisters hid Fimne Wpon the invitation of Father
Joseph Dabrowsk, & ploncer missionary among
the immigrant Poles.




Blazing the trails in this new venture for God
and souls were Mother Mary Monica Sybilska,
superior, Sister Mary Cajeran  Jankiewics,
Sister Mary Wenceslaus Zubrzycka, Sister
Mary Vincentine Kalwa, and Sister Mary
Raphael Swozeniowska.

They arvived 1 Polonte, Wisconsin, on the
sve of November 21, 1874, and soon opened a
school, an orphanage, and a school for aspir-
ants to religious life.

Poverty, privations, and destructive fires
marked the pinneer years, but numerous re-
cruits swelled the ranks of the congregation.
Requests for teaching sisters from parishes as
far distant as the New FEngland states led 1n
1882 to the transfer of the first previneial moth-
erhouse to a more central location, Detroit.

In the next fifty years, five additional prov-
inces were formed, with motherhousss in Buffalo
(1goz), Chicage (1g10), Lodi, New Jersey
(1913}, Coraopolis, Pennsylvania (1g2e), and
Enfield, Connceticut (1532). The American
foundations grew rapidly, surpassing their
mother community in Poland more than four
times in number of members and institunons.

T'his development can be attributed in large
messure to the vigorous leadership of three
founders: Mother Monica, the first provincial
superior and mistress of noviees, firmly molded
the religious life of the sisters in the expiatory
spirit ‘of Mother Angels, Mother Cajetan ex-
erted a notable influence on the edvcational
principles of the congregation during thirty

I1V. TOWARD NEW

T'he last decade of the centenmal has witnessed
many far-reaching developments in the congre-
gation and the widening of its apostolic hori-
ZONS,

In 1946 at a peneral chaprer held in Cracow,
the sisters elécted American-born Mother Mary
Simplicita Nehring as fifth superior general of
the congregation. That same year the disbanded
Lwow provinee was reorganized in Przemysl.

A joyful “Magnificat" resounded through the
community when the informative process of
beatification of Mother Mary Angela was in-
itiated in Cracow on October 28, 1g49. Her body
was publicly exhumed on May 23, 1950, and the

HORIZONS

years as organizer and principal of schol :
community supervisor of schools, and lug e
provincial superior, Father Dabrowski, sl
later founded the first Polish-American s
inary for priests in Detroit, was father, direts
and friend of the Felician Sisters for reen
nine vears, He extended his solicimude tod
their needs, himself giving an eloquent exan
of complete dedication o God and souls.
Under such direction the congregation uadl
toole an extensive apostolate, primarily, thoo
not exclusively, among the Polish immigram
ane their children, seeking o guide them in
harmanious development of their triple cultig
heritage as Catholics, Americans, and Poles
Education on all levels—elementary th
college—became the major field of the s
activity in America. To the needy child, #
siaters stretched forth a charirable hand ind
phanages, nurseries, summer commumty o
ters, a home for the mentally handicapp
psychological and child guidance clinic, anll
diocesan maternity and nursery home,
alse opened two residence homes for warkiy
girls and two homes for the aged. In 1g37 (8
added nursing in hospitals to their worked
merey.
Aiming, in the spirit of their Franciscan W
cation, to restore the Church of God, the s
used various other means of gaining souls, i
as catechetical instruction, lay retreats, Cull
olic lending libraries, and mission activitl
both st home and in Canada and Mexica

1645-1953%

process formally concluded on January 12, 108
In Warsaw, that date also terminated the sin
process in the cause of Father Honorae |
January, 1952, the documents of Mother Angs
la's process were taken to Rome.

The sisters, indeed, had need of the insping
example of their Founders, now that the curr
of Communism was fulling on Poland. ?
activities of the congregation were gradudlil
curtailed. Ousted from all schools, except the
one in Wawer, the sisters turned to charirali
and social work in the parishes and rural g
tricts. In the spring of 1gga when the supend
general and three other American members @



e peneral council were foreed to leave Poland,
it E_Eqimla:r: was transterred temporarily to
‘the United States, Ponca City, Oklahoma.

pephon of the Blessed Vicmn Mary, provisional gensral
rhouse;, Pavicd Cicy, Oklihoma, Mom g9 o 1933

On November 1 of the Holy Year 1950, the
Pelician tree spread its branches to Brauil,
America, where the sisters lnbor to bring
gople closer o God through misstonary

Several momentous afairs were transacred
the first extraordinary chapter of the con.
ton held in Ponea City in April, 1953.

nth American province was formed in

City as a division of the Chicago prov-
¢, the mission in Brazil became n general
ssariat while the one in Canada a pro-
al commissariar of the Buffalo province;
il ’Hm& agrefd to transfer the gcner:il muother-
wie to Rome, where a building had already
sen purchased the preceding year by the Rev,
n Wlickun, pastor of 3t, Mary Parish, Read-
Pennsylvania. In August, 1953, the general
nistration was permanently transferred to
me to the new general motherhouse which
_ mnﬂ‘u&ted to the patronage of Our Lady
Mediatrix of Grace.

»{ﬂn March 23, 1954, the superior general,
Mother Mary Simplicita, set out for Rome,
whence she directs the FEpAFAtOTY Lposto-
of the Felician Sisters for the greater glary
God and for the salvaton of the souls of

astoms and Constitutions were rewsari -

Qe Lady Mediarris of Grace, preasnt pencral motherhouse,
Kome, sinde Aupuse, 1453

L L] L]

November 2r, r855—Warraw, Polard Sophia
Truszkowska consecrates hular life to the service
of Our Lady. A new religlous congregation is
horn.

November 27, 1955—Poland, United States,
Canada, Brazil, Reme—More than 4600 Fe-
lician: Sisters—in ten provinces, on three con-
tinents, with the general mptherhouse in the
Eternal City
idezls of their Foundress, the Servant of God,
Mother Mary Anpgela Truszkowska

.« . the Francisean ideal of bringing God to
the little and the pour

.+ . the Felician ideal of loving reparation

ALL THROUGH

THE HEART OF MARY
IN HONOR OF THE

BLESSED SACRAMENT |

Because He who is mighty
has done great things for me. . . .




Highlights in the Felician Annals
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1873

Li74

1875
1877

51020

May 16, birth of Sophia Camille Truszkowska, Foundress of the congregation
November 11, the founding of the community in Warsuw on Mostowa Street under the name
of the Inntxtun of St. Felix '
April 19, Good Friday, the reception ceremony of the first ten sisters; Sophia Truszkowiiy
named Sister Angela
Transfer of the Institute of St. Felix to the former Zalugki Library an Danillowiczowsky
Street

Mother Angela chosen superior genetal
Opening of the rural social center at Ceranow, the first of twenty-seven, organized at
request of the Agricultural Society
At Ceranow, also the establishment of the first novitiate and & training center for educationl
and social work
Diviston of the ctingreg_:;.rim-'l into two branches: the purely contemplative and the contem
plarive-acrive
Founding of the first mission in Austrian Poland, a nursery on Wesola Street in Cracow
Solemn consecration of the entire congregation to the Immaculate Hearr of Ma
Suppression of the congregation and of all its missions in areas under the Russian rule
Departure of the Felician contemplatives for temporary residence to the convent of the Ber
nardine Sisters in Lowicz
Authorization by the Austrian government for the congregation to settle in southéastem
Paland

Reestablishment of the congregation and the erection of the novitiate in Cracow
Mother Angelu's resignation from the office of superior general

Muother Mary Ann Bielska named substitnte to complete Mother Angela’s term
Ilection of Mother Mary Magdalen Borowska ag second superior general
Transfer of the Felician contemplatives from Lowicz to a8 permanent residence in Przasnvst
as a separare congregation, finally and officially approved by the Chureh in 1924 under “the
name of Capuchin Nuny
Opening of the "student kitehen™ at Cracow, known as “Sister Samuela’s Kitchen™ in oper
ation till the present day

Presentation of the “decretum laudis” to the congregation by the Holy See
Departure of five sisters for America in answer to the request of Father Joseph Dahrowsi
and rhe opening of the first schaol, orphanage, and schaol for aspirants in Polonia, Wisconsin
Complete destruction of the chureh, school and convent in Polonia by two successive fires-
Erection of the first American provinee in Polonia with Mother Ma‘r}r Maonica Sybilska i
provineial qupmnr
Transfer of the motherhouse from Polonia to Detroit, Michigan; province named the Presets
tition of the Blessed Virgin Mary; Father Dabrowski -:Dnr_mumg as director and rhapim
Fsrablishment of the Seminary of the Felician Sisters as a teacher-training insticution by
state: charter

T



8 1 Beginning of daily exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at the provincal motherhouse of the
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Immaculare Heart of Mary on Smelensk Street in Cracow

Later after the appreval of the Constitutions all motherhouses of the congregation granted
the privilege of duily exposition

Establishment of the first mission hay{:-nd the boundaries of Poland in Czerniowee, Ukraine
Opening of the first home for the aged on American soil in Manitowoe, Wisconsin

Final approbation of the congregarion and rthe temporary approval of its Constitutions
(Jetober 1o, deach of Morher Mary Angela Truszkowska, in Cracow

Erection of the second American province, named the Immaculate Heart of Mary, in Buffale,
New York

February 15, death of Father Joseph Dabrowsk, the founder of the American faundation

. Esrublishment of a mission at Bosnia, today’s Yugoslavia

Opening of the first home for working girls in Buffalo, New York

Fiftieth anniversary of the congregation’s founding

I"‘iﬂ'ﬂ] ILP'F'IT}]:IETE{}I] Hlt. Th{: Cﬂ“ﬂﬁmt}.ﬂ“ﬁ !J}r it ':JJ:EI'L'T.: DF TJ':H: H[J]}r EEE

Denth of Mother Mary Cajetan Junkiewicz, the pioncer organizer and supervisor of Felician
schools 1n America

U Transfer of the generalate from the provineial motherhouse on Smolensk Street ro new quar-

ters on Batory Street in Cracow

Erection of the third pravinee, named Mother of Good Counsel, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Also, founding of the second provinee in Poland, named Our Lady of Czestochowa, in Twow
Death of Mother Mary Monica Sybilska, the piencer superior of the American foundation
and the first provineial of the Detroit province

Erection of the fourth American province, named the Immaculate Conception, in Lodi, New
Jersey

Beath of Mother Mary Magdalen Borowska, second superior general, in office for forry-four
FLHTE

.{-'l'r::ther Mary Monorata Kummer, vicar general, chosen substitute, in office five years because
World War T prevented the holding of o general chapter

Sigrers’ entry into rhe secandary teaching field

December 16, death of Father Honorat Kozminski, co-founder of the congregation

Firse proup of Sisters sent for higher studies at Catholic University of America in Washington,

150 Election of Mother Mary Ronaventure Stawska as third superior general

Modification of the congregation’s Constitutions in accordance with the new Cade of Canon
Law

Erection of the fifth province in America, named Owr Lady of the Sacred Heart, in MceKees-
port, Pennsylvania

a2 Departure of the first group of American sigters for higher studies at the Jagelloman Uni-

yersity of Cracow

Ereetion of the third provinee in Poland, named Queen of Poland, in Wawer, then a suburb
of Warsaw

Opening of the Immaculate Conception Summer Normal School ar the Immaculate Concep-
tion matherhouse in Lodi, which developed into a junior college in 1541

First publication of monthly periodicals in three American provinces: PROMYK (diseon-
tinued 1ga7), Chicago; NASZE PISEMKO (discontinued 1g48), Detrait; AVE MARIA,
Buffalo

37 Transfer of the Maother of Gond Caunsel Provinee from Milwaukee to Chicagn, 1llinois

Il




1929

ng!

1636

1939
1645
Tg4Z
1943
1945

1446

1947
1949

Tgga

1954
1988

Reception of a doctor’s degree by the first Felician at the Catholic University of America
Washington, D. C.

Attainment of a doctor's degree by a Felician at the Jagellonian University of Cracow; the
first religions in Poland to do so - -
Transfer of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Province from McKeesport to Coraopolis, Penn: )
sylvania . g
Election of Mother Mary Pia Schweda as fourth superior general '
Frection of the sixth province in America, named Our Lady of the Angels, Enficll -
Connecticut ,
First American inter-provineial pedagagical convention in Detroit =
Transfer of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Province from Detroir to Livonis,
Michigan

Fatablishment of the first Canadian mission in Turonto g
Orpanization of the Presentation Junior College in Livonia "=y
Dptning of the first American hospiral under Felician management in Centralia, Tllinos
Opening of 5t. Rita's Home for mentally retarded children under five at Gerzville, New Yok
[nauguration of & Psychological and Child Guidance Clinic in Buffalo, New York
Departure of & group of sisters from the Good Counsel Province of Chicago for work among
PnEﬁh wir orphans at the Santa Rosa Colony, Mexico

Organization of Our Lady of the Angels Teacher Training Institute at the motherhouse
Enfield, Connecticut, which developed nto a junior college in 1950
Election of Muother Mary Simplicita Nehring as fifth superior general
At Przemysl, the establishment of a central housge for the Lwow provinte, after the decapariin
of the lacter by the Russians
Beginning of the informautive process in Warsaw for the beatification of Father Honorat Kue
minski, co-founder '
Opening of & senior Madonna College for women at the Presentation of the Blessed Virg
Mary motherhouse in Livonia
Beginning of the informative process in Cracow for the beatification of Mother Mary Angeh
Truszkowska

Temporary transfer of the generalate from Cracow, Poland, to Ponea City, Oklahama
Fxhumation of the body of the Foundress

Departure of a group of sisters to the first Felician mission in Brazil .
Holy Year Pilgrimape to Rome of Mother Mary Simplicita in company of six American pro
vincial superiors

Completion of the informative processes for the beatification of Mother Mary Angela and
Father Honorat

Transferral of the documents of the informative process of Mother ‘j.mg'i‘iil to Rome
Opening of the first Reading Clinie at Madonna College, Livonia

First extraordinary general chapter at Ponca City, Oklahoma

Permanent transfer of the generalate to Rume

Frection of the general commissarint in Brazil and the provincial commissariat in Canade
Founding of the seventh American province, named the Assumption of the Rlessed Vi
Mary, in Ponca City, Oklahoma

Opening of the Felician Junior College at the Good Counsel matherhouse in Chieago

Introduction of tertianship as an additional phase in the Felician way of life

Linification of the ]a:,r and active choirs in the Cnngrf_'.g:-ltinn
November 21, the centenary of the founding of the congregarion
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NRE HAS REGARDED THE LOWLINESS OF HIS HANDMAID.)

Pemomz!f{y Profiles

FIVHE HISTORY of the Congregation of the

e

il Ged's Joving plan ance hiddes in the ardent
| humble soul of Sophia Truszkowska of
saw, His plan for her was a part of a larger
designed for the good of all in the Mystical
dy of Christ, Because she gave herself most
flly to God, He used her as an instrument in
{U!mding of not one hal rwo religious com-
I LR es,

FSephia’s personality and vocation were in-
gericed by her home enviranment, education,
antemporary religious and political trends.
eldest of seven children, she was reared by
et Fwyer-father and  Visitandine-educated
pother in a deeply cultural and religious at-
mophiers, She received the best education pos-
g e & woman of her cluss, firsrunder private
'}IE]'J, then 1n un exclusive girls’ school. In
e teenis poor health necessitated private
- dt home under the supervision of her
ef. After some rime when his aown health be-
10 fuil, she hécame his nurse and travelling
'p;lhinn to the Salzbrunn resort and on a
rely tour of Germany and Poland. Certain-
s tunstant companionship matured her
derably as he sought to develop her patural
of a keen mind, sound judgmert, and
ng will power, In her early twenties, she
Toand 2 kindred soul in her cousin, Clothilde
Ciechanowska, who shared her aspirations to
the relipious life.

~ As 2 true Pole, she pogssessed an ardent love
Mury which she expressed in a childlike de-
pien to the Immacolate Heart, to which the
Polés were becoming very devored. Her coun-

J Fuliciun Sisrers 15 the wondrous unﬁlh‘['rrrg.

BERVANT OF GOD MOTHER MARY ANGELA TRUSZKOWSKA

18aL- 1800

try's anguish during the triple alien oppression
and the prevalent spirit-of impiety of the age,
awakened in her, as in other pious Poles, the
desire to atone ro the Divine Majesty in arder
to abtain Poland's freedom, Frequent msurrec
tiins created entough misery to prompt her to
dotivie L'}IEIJ'I[T}’ firat tn the SUEEE‘.I':.-' of S5t. Vinteni
de Paul and later in the Franasean Third Order
Seeular.

In great part, the steady growth of Sophia's
ingier life from carly adolescence was due
to the wise paidance of her spintual directors
to whom she showed the doality of a child, The
first of these, Farher Augustine, eéncournged
her attraction to the Fuchansre; the second,
Father Honorar, decpened and perfecred her
desire for atonement, Her contact with Father
Yictor Ozarawsky, director of rhe Sociery of Sr,
Vincent de Pawl, midated her o l::l]'giil‘l‘i:ﬁ_‘l.]
works of mercy, With tirne she recopnized that
her spiritual mission was one of reparation to the
Eucharist through the Immacolete Heare of
Mury by means of all possible spiritual and
corpornl works of merey.

Besides her mapnanimity of soul and morherly
compassion for all who suffer, Sophia possessed
the gualities of a leader —quick perception,
clear insight, courageous determinition, and
tenacity of purpese. Her weaknesses —amd she
was not without them—resulted from her i,
pl.i['_-:-lh'e nature; she could be I.EL‘]'I'Iil'II.ZL'I'iFIg and
impatient at one time, dithdent and secrenive at
unother. In her spiritual life she was frequently

given to fears and exagrerared sellnalysis,

Thiz became a part of the bitter infenar rmals
which she began to experience as a rehimous m

- —— -




her eurly thirties, Despite this, she was a most
understanding, sweet, and tender mother to her
spiritual daughters,

Her gifts of mind and heart compensated for
her lack of physical beauty. She was of medium
height, with dark hair, calm gray eyes revealing
decp thought, and her Slavonic features be-
traying selfcontrol to severity. But, according
to her contemporaries, her gracious and delicare
manner and regal dignity rendered her charm-
ingly attractive.

Aware of a call o religion from early youth,
she assiduously sought to know God's will in
her regard. Consequently, she followed her spir.
itual arrraction and the advice of her confessor.
At the age of ewenty-nine she founded the In-
stiture of Miss Truszkowska in 1854 for orphans
and aged, in Warsaw. Sophia and her co-work-
ers were all members of the St. Vincent de Paul
Sociery and, for the mest part, Franciscan terzi-
aries having the Capuchin Father Honorar as
their regular confessor. On November 21, 1855,
when the project was transferred to larger quar-
ters in Warsaw, the young women formally ded-
icated themselves to a life of charity. And so,
Sophia unwittingly became the Foundress of a
new congregation while she was trying only to
sulve her vocation problem. Out of obedience to
Father Honorat, Mother Angela also founded
the contemplative branch of the congregation
in 1860, Indicative of her spiritual versatility
was her ability to serve bath branches in the
capacity of superior and spiritual mather.

One of the greatest tria?s in the life of the
Foundress was the suppression of the congre-
gation by the Russian government in 1864, Her
unswerving trust in God and in the Immaculate
Heart of Mary was amply rewarded a year [ater
when she was able to reorganize her community

SERVANT OF GOD FATHER HONORAT KOZMINSKI

182g-1916

Father Honorar {Wenceslaus Ku:-:mln:_;ki}, the
youngest of a family of four, was born Octaber
16, 1829, in Biala Podlaska, Poland. Afrer com-
pleting hig secondary education in Plock, Wen-
ceslaus enrolled in 184¢ at the Institute of Fine
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with the permission of the Austrian duthorifiel
in Cracow. Fraom then on she held the office i
superior general until 186g. At the age of &
handicapped by a total loss of hearing and g
eral physical weakness in addition to more'i
tenge interior trials, Mother Angela’ resigne
from office and stepped into the ranks of b
subjects. Her successor yielded to her humle
request that she take the last place in the cons
munity as an act of humility.

During the thirty years of her retirement, s
worked at simple tasks, prayed, suffered, und
loved in God-imposed silence. Humility
love rendered her utterly submissive to her s
periors: and urged her to even greater sk
contempt, mortification, and motherly affectiof
and concern for all. Although she underseosl
little of whar God was accomplishing in e
soul, she was being consumed with the deste s
burn with the love of His Divine Hearr. Cue
stant expiation was the only outlet for her uis
bounded desire. .

With time her misgion of reparation was giie
ing momentum until it inspired her final afs
tude of total sacrifice for her congregarion. 4
its piritual mother she gave it life, she sorrowg
at its suppression, and worked anxiously ar i
rearganization; at last, she longed to insure i
future growth and exisrence, In u letrer of 188
to Father Honorat, Mother Angela revenls
that one day during Mass she offered h
formally as the victim of expiation for her
gregation, promising God to aceepr all -n_
abandonment to His will.

Thirty years of victimhood was the last stro
of God's plan in the soul of the Foundress fit
the good of her spiritual daughrers and fi
Haly Maother the Church. 1

Arts in Warsaw for courses in architecturs
which he completed with high honors. There i
distinguished himsell by his application g
study, a sense of system and arder, und a senlh
tivity to the needs of others,






Influenced by an irreligious companion, Wen-
ceslaus abandoned the pracrice of his faith for a
rime. The devour prayers of his mather, how-
ever, and @ year's political imprisonment effect
ed his complete conversion, All his life he did
wenance for the sing of his youth, which in & way,
Lucamc an invaluable experience for him in the
direction of others.

Ornee out of prison, it was a new Wenceslaus
who applied for admission to the Order of
Frigrs Minor Capuchin of Lubartow in 1848
where he assumed the name of Honorar. Upon
his Grdination seven years later, the young
Capuchin immediately launched on a life of
service to others full of unusual accomplish-
MHents.

When Father Honorat began his apostolate,
the state of affairs in his fatherland was sad, in-
deed. Political oppressions in. Poland very sub-
tly undermined the integrity of the nation by
gradually depriving the people of educational
opportunities and religious facilities. Conse-
quently, the decline of faith in the land was
more and more protounced.

It was n this urmosphere of religious indif-
ference that Father Honorat began to work upen
the minds and hearts of rthose who heard him
through his glowing sermons and directions in
the confessional. Sometimes he spent eighteen
hours ar a stretch in the confessional, encour-
aging his penitents not only to deepen their own
spiriteal lives but also improve the moral status
of their environment. He selected and trained
potential leaders, by means of the c'bnfess'lr{nai,
whom he later used to organize vanous pious
societies for the purpose of reviving the reli-
mows spirit in the country. Thanks ro those so-
pieties under Father Honorat's puidance, the
dewotion to the Sacred Heart, the custom of
frequent reception of Holy Communion, a re-
paratory devotion to the Holy Face, the practice,
called “the living Rosary,” and the observance
of the feast of Our Lady of Czestochowa grew
to be widely practiced in Poland.

Probably the niost enduring of his apostolic
achievements was the founding of a number of
religious  congregations. Three of these, the
Congregation of the Felician Sisters, the Cap-
uchin Sisters of St. Felix, and the Seraphiee
Sisturs, were regular congregations wearing a
religions habit. Fourteen others were secret
communities of religious men and women, wiork-
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ing under cover, in sscular garb. Father
norat organized them during the persecunnnil
the religious by the government, so that dhl
communities of brothers and sisters, whichs
sembled in a sense the Secular Institutes of i
day, could reach those people whom r
religious could not. These secular comm
were orpanized on a cell.system similar o
of the Communists today withour, of cous
any political affiliation. The members w
infiltrate all strata of society, all profesng
and all organizations, in order to prevent
spread of evil and to renew morality in i
country, .-

Father Honorat's expansive program of i
itual renovation met wirh great obsracles, mis
ly from the local clerpy who interpresed i
Capuchin’s methods as religious “novelne
His activities by their very nature necess
& degree of secrecy. As a result, those mi
derstandings hindered the proper developmy
of his program.

Despite all difficulties, Father Honorat ng
aged w organize fourteen of these sect
communities and entrusted to each a seps
field of activity, such as, secondary schools,
demic and vocational; hospitals, pov
positions, factories, guilds, and other insih
tibns. There was even a community whoss &
press mission it was to establish inns in m
populated areas, for the purpose of prevens
drunkenness which was encouraged by vari
political factions. All those secular insti
operating under cover, continued to exist (i
World War I1. Some have even gone beyon
the boundaries of Poland to Lithuanja, Latyi
Ukraine, and Russia, In the present Soved
occupied countries, however, all thase
secular communities had to reveal themsshie
to the government. Some were authorized i
continue and others have been liquidated.

[t i5 most amasng to note that Fa
Honorat's L'ln[}' comtuct with his secret o
mitntties was through the confessional. He ko
very well chat if he trained souls with decp i
itual life, they would become pliable toolsis
thie hends of Providence 1o the revivification s
the religious spirit in the country, Conseques
ly, the confessional wus the workshop, sl
sy, of his apostolate. :

In the apostolate of the pulpit, oo, Farhe
Honorat spent many hours, He prepared el



gimon very H}!'!SLIPﬂhmlﬁl}, especially during
the first vears of his ministry when he would
write out each in detajl. Altogether he s said to
Kive delivered abour ten thousand sermons.
In addition o his wark 11 the confessional and
the pulpit, Farher Honorat wrote many books
and pamphlecs on spintual matters. Some of
fhem were Fuhllh]‘lL(I to mennon rJanf the twn
st _'rupLLLLr ones: six volumes of B Framess
i His Followers and the two-volume work on
reparation, The New Gife of Chvist.
- Working zealously and solicitously for the
salvation of others, Father Honorat did not
'.i":'ﬂglm:t his own. Numerous private riotes and
fetreat resolutions still extant testify to the in-
ity of his spiritual life and his heroie efforts
1 gttain the helghts of sanctity, Even ar the
beginning of his rf]ngus life he was intént on
-&tummg a saint: I entered the relipious life
ot merely to save my soul but to hecome a
gaint,” He was faithful to this resalution to the
ivery end. His “Testament,” which he wrote
before his death, reveals the depth of his interi-
6r life. In it he expresses his gratitude to God
mrt only for the @ift of life, faith, and the vo-
i tmn to the pr testhood, but also for tempta-
; . falls, 1||hd-ehr_te,3, inasmuch as these had
h-'.rn an occasion for humiliatdons, He con-

Founder, Father, Dirgctor, and Friend—this
aprfold rcle most aptly dESLﬂhEb that selfless
;qu of God, Father Joseph ﬂahmwskj to
hom the Felician Sisters owe their arigin atd
awth in America. For twent_v-ume years he
i ded the young congregation with a wisdom,
tourage, and devotedness that left an mdehh]f:
trace on the character of the community.

Th'r: wldest of a family of four, Joseph was
dorn 1n Zoltance, Poland, on January 27, 1842
]Bﬂi Hnce :r.mI industry marked his student days
bﬁm under private tutorship, then at the Lub-

EYMNAsIUm, A samnda_r}r school, where he
aaﬁnw&d .'.;:u:l;:ml aptitude in mathematics and the
] sciences. Enrolled ac the University of
arsaw in 1862 on a uchﬂlnrshlp. he spon aban-

aﬂt‘lﬂd his books to join the ranks of the Palish
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cludes with a desire that before death he wonld
he granted the grace tu receive the last sacra-
ments, to renew his religious vows, to ask the
brothers for pardon, to dic on the ground n
imitation of 5t. Francis, to persevere in haly
ohedience to the last, o be mnired with St
John and hide himself in the wounds of Chnst,
to enjoy the presence of the Blessed Mother in
his last moments, and to die with the words,
" Jesus, Mary, Joseph intg Your hands | com-
mend my spirie."”

Father Honordat died 4n the odor of sancrity
on December 16, 1916, The process of his bear
ification is already under way.

OF all the religious congregations which
Father Heonorat founded rhe Congregation of
the Felician Sisters is moyt indebted ro him. Tn
its behalf he sacrificed most of s ome; pre
sided ak e |rnt[1um'rj.' L!‘ld.TITLF.’ g:a.v{' l."ﬁl"ll‘ﬁT’FT‘u._e'.-.
travelled to newlvopencd missions, in._]}:!e'd th
formulate the Customs of the Lt]nj:rgg;h{111,
and spent some thirty years composing and re-
viging its Constitutions, When the expulsion
of the Capuching ro Zakroczym in 1864 severed
his contact with the congregation, he stll ex-
tended his paternal solicitude through frequent
correspondence. Thus, he endeared hmself to
his spiritual daughrers for all ome

FATHER JOSEPH DABROWSKI

L8a2-1ga]

insurgents in the revolt of January, 1863

The defeat of the uprising forced Joseph to
seek safety for a short while across the border,
mest probably in Saxony. Inevitably, he under
tnok odd jc-].‘rs to earn money for a hving and for
resuming studies in mathematics and technology
to which he was strongly artracted.

But a more brilliant path than thas of sclence
lay in the destiny of the young refugee. Led by
an nner call to the higher life, Joseph went to
Cralicia und entered the Lwow archdiocesan sem-
inary in the fall of 1863. Three years later he
lefr for Rome to continue his theoloaical studies
there.

“America attracted me from the very first,”
wrore the 28.year old missionary. * . . . the
Church has a great future in this country. ... "

e




Farnes Tosere Dangowser
Iipester g the Fivat Aweriean Fowadeiica

Yer at the same time his keen insighe and up-
right character made him aware of the dangers
thit threatened the spiritual well-being of his
fellowmen, Settled in a country strange in lan-
puage and traditions and enprossed in the task
of earning 4 living, the immigrants stood in dan-
ger of losing their fuith and becoming soctally
maladjusted. At a time when there were but
few Polish parishés and scarcely any Polish
schoals, the immigrants wera like sheep without
a shepherd. In rhe hearr of the young Father
Dabrowsk: there arose a wave of pity, like an
echo from the Heart of the Divine Shepherd:
“1 have compassion on the crowd.” And for the
next thirty-three years of his priestly life in
.-'\meric:L, he gave gl:nuim: -:xprrss'lr_un to that
Christhike pity.

Appuinted pastor of a neglected parish in
Poloma, Wisconsin, Father Dabrowski exhorted
his parishioners by ward and example to lead
godly and useful lives. He built a church and

opened a schoolroom in his rectory where he i
strucred children with the aid of two lay teach
ers, He taught the farmers improved agricul
tural methods and himself gave an example of
devotedness to his adopted country by apply
ing for citizenship papers scarcely a year afte
his arrival.

A man of broad vision, Father Dabrowed
understood thar more than individual efforts
were necessary to meet the needs of growing
generations. His long nurtured plan finally
carne to tealization in 1875 when, in answer t
his urgent appeals, five Felician Sisters arrived
from Poland to mitiate their educational and
charitable apostolate in Ameriea,

The pioneer sisters found a true father in the
thirty-two.year-old missionary. He  directed
their work in the school, erphanage, and schod
for aspirants, He built and rebuile the conveng,
school, and church, undaunted by fires that
destroyed the buildings. He also opened a licde




mntshop to publish school textbooks written
by the sisters and himself.

e, in 1882, the sisters rransferred their
rhouge to Detroit, Father Dabrowski ac
ied them, becoming the chaplain, con-
Lspititual director, and teacher ar the Felo
i Stminary. and adviser to the provincial
istration. Energetic, joyaus, and active he
puld in tutn become carpenter, plumber, elec-
i, photographer, printer, mechanie, gar-
r- whatever the need of the moment called

ten seen in patched cassock and worn-down
his external appearance far from elegant,
deared himself to all by the simplicity,
lity, and selflessness of his life. His calm,
dly countenance, keen, penetrating eyes,
biroad, vpen fur:hcad added = touch of no.
to his slight figure and inspired others
trust and respect.
icitous for the spiritnal and mental tran-
candidates and young sisters, he used
portunity to encourage them to develop
wills and to acquire the habit of perform-
g their duties systematically and cheerfully.
Prabably most revealing of his character was
4§ frequent exhortation to the sisters on gen-
humility. “Only small and narrow souls
me for recognition and applause from the
" he wld them in one conference. “A
and noble soul passes through Tife so quiet-
aned snobtrusively that she draws no one’s
tion. Fven when she must exert herself
aigally, she never considers that she i s doing
i ing above the call of simple duty.” Whar
aithtul description of his awn humble life as
tabour cfmng good !

Echﬂnls and sisters for the growing genera-
is of American Poles—that was much but

i the designs of God, Mother Mary Monica
tftsl:meu:f o rrans]:ﬂant the mugrcganun to
ican soil, Appointed superior of the Amer-
Foundation, she gﬂnemusiv made the gaes
of home and native land, with four other
Sters, to work for God in far-off America.

not all. Inspired by a holy patriotism born of
supernatural love, Father Dabrowski undertook
to build a seminary for training American boys
of Pulish descent to the priesthood. The project
became a reality on December 16, 1886, when
55: Cyril and Methodius Seminary, located on
St. Aubin Avenue in Dertrait, opened with an
initial enrollment of twelve students. For the
next sixtesn years Father Dabrowsk: was rec-
tor, professor, and fath,er to the seminarians,
continuing at the same nime to serve the needs
of the Felictan marherhouse, Those were years
of hard roil and suffering. Lack of funds for op-
eration and necessary expansion, il health,

mistrusr of those who saw little need for such an
institution-—these formed the daily ¢ross which
he shouldered with courage and humility re-
peating, “All for God. God 1s my strength,”

Little wonder; then, that thousands of hearts
felt the b|{}w, when on Sum{rL}r mﬂrningt Feh-
ruary 1§, 1gog, Hather Dabrowski was found
dead in his room after a week-long arrack of
influenza, Karly that morning he had urged the
sisters who were warching ar his bedside ro
huarry to Mass, He then had dressed and pre-

ared to leave the room, but at the door he mer
Eia death, dying as he had lived: alone with God
and claiming no one’s attention.

Sisters, children, priests, seminarians, lay
peaple—all crowded a_ruuml the bier of one
whom they called “Father.” Seeking no reward
for his deeds from men, he left an indesfructible
monament in the hearts of the thousands of
Felician Sisters in Amertiea, the priests and sem-
inarians and lay leaders who passed through the
portals of his seminary, and the millions of
Amcrican Poles for whom he ensured spiritual
guidance down through the generations,

MOTHER MARY MONICA

1B24-Tg11

Fleonora Konwerska was born te Nicholas
and Blizabeth Konwerski on December 6, 1824
in Warsaw. Of a prominent and wealthy family,
she was educated ar the Warsaw Institute of
Madame Guerin, an exclusive girls' school.
There she delighted in her studies, grasping




gach beauty of thought with a quickness of

perception fur beyond her years. Shortly after
finishing schoaol, she was married to Boleslaus
Sybilski bur her married life with him was un.
happy. When he died after several years and
left her with a small son, she was directed by
Father Honarat Kozminski to seek admission
into the newly-founded Community of the Fe-
lictan Sisters. In a shore while she was obliged
to leave the congregation in order to make pro-
visions: for her child. However, she was reac-
mitted later and received the habit on Septem-
ber 14; 1861,

For the next fifteen years she schooled her-
self in humility and conformity 1o the will of
God. Having chosen as her motto in life, “God
wills 1t," she became ncreasingly more self
effacing and D].‘Iedlf]'ll: Her superiors, recognizing
her talents and wirtwes; entrosted to her the
yery 1|3&pnns]hlﬂ task of estabhishing the first
A_IT!I:T:ILH.I'I P]'ﬂ'f"lnLL.

In the autumn of IH‘;-‘_1. with four mmpanlﬂns,
she embarked for Polonia, Wisconsin, from
W['.I.L':HCE CITNE ThL' I.]Tg(':n'ﬁ '[."|.L'H.'."| Ll‘j'- !.;Ii.Thf_'r' JDS:EPh
IJ:II:'II'[?W.bl{"I FII'.IT' tﬂ‘dihiﬂfz 'ili.b-E'l:Fh'-.

In the early beginnings, Mother Mary Mon-
ica shouldered the multiple duties of pr{:-wncm[
superior, Procurator, teacher, and mistress of
novices, forming the young comtnunity and
laying a broud foundation for its future devel-
opment. She relinquished the rask of mistress of
novices in 1884 but contnued as provineial
superior until 1894

The humble beginnings of the first American
province were built upon the sound foundatnion
of evangehical poverty. Morher Monica was not
disheartened by privations; her cheerful trust
in God sustained her courage in face it mnu—
merable ebstacles. In an incredibly short time
she established a school, an erphanage, & noviti-
ate, and a schoal for aspirants.

When the growth of the congregation neces-
sitated the transfer of the motherhouse to a
location more central than the small Wisconsin

MOTHER MARY CAJETAN

183g-1087

Muother Mary Cajetan’s Tife was one great hymn
of love of which her labors for the cangregation

community, Mother Monica established
1882 in Detrotr. Under her prudent ang
feadership the foundaten Hourished.
1874 and 1895 the sisters conducted for
schooly throughour the United States. Ind
Muorher Monica inittiated the Amedean
licians-in the apostolate of nursing |y e
and staffing a ten-bed hospital in Manitos
Wisconsin: Simultaneonsly two other pa
::an orphanage and a home

the aged.

Blessed with the gift of foredighe, Mi
Manica, under the guidance of Father Dalt
sk, i‘]r:lur.il_d the sisters with academic and
fessional teacher training ar the Semin
the Felician Siseers; founded in 1883 by
charter. Ten years later Mother sent =
state normal schools for teacher certificanmg

In 18g¢ because of ll-health Mother Mas
was relieved of her heavy responsitilicy asg
vincial superior, The remaining seventeen
of her hife were spent in the motherhome
Detroit where, ever humble, submissived
respectful, she discharged the duties of b
hursar, infirmarian, and gardener. Dunng]
last two years of her life she becwme tod
blind; this affiiction, however, only s
her spirit of praver and self-abnegacon. C
herself g:m:] naturedly the “faichful {1{:ng1
CONETEEATION, T the very t.ml she partici
in all the u}mnmmr} pxereises, After forog
fruitful years in the religious life "rf_
Monica died on September 15, 1911,

The continued growth and develop
the Felician apostolate inaugurated and (@8
moted by Mother Monien in the Afnei
Foundation are testimony to a task well 48
Hers was the life of humility, but full off
glory of the saints. She was a lover aof poys
evident in her farthful abservance of thege
mon life. The Franciscan spirtt and icealy wi§
animated her every act are the legucy sheld
gueitthed to her Felician daughters on Amedi
soal.

fATE fm t.’lﬂLj:Ul it r;:srrrnfm'l.. Whecher i thud
pacity of reacher, directress of i schiool Fnr
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Momarn Many Momips Sviiuegs
Plender of the Firn dmerivan Fedndatiie

pﬂ'.Ll'tr*- U'l'l‘”'ll.IIHL'- ‘~II|"'L‘£"'rI‘~'II.'. % | ur_H?r'II'.I chiir-
win of sodalities, or provincial superior, her
Beecrer of success was love. Severe with herself,
8hie wils the soul of sweetness toward others, an
Rinhodiment of all that is kind, tender, and
Fnth

Mother Cajetan (Alexandra Jankiewicz) was
o in Warsaw, on Febroary 26, 1830, After
.!_ﬁl'u'lllg received a tedcher's L’.-'I!|.3']L.‘|'Illl1 she en-
iked the L'fFr1l!:|1f't'glir.ll<:11 an the feast of the Tm-
Siculate Conception, 1868, and took the hahit
LBt jnrlnr‘.f hy 1871, Bent to Americain 187,

W& 15 thie foundation for the Felician schools.
Ek‘r:,l.lt it rencher by profession, she indesd was
h:llclgmmml to set the pattern for professional
ﬁf’.fnhlg of futtre religions reachers.

Muther Cajetan with Mother Monica or
MeEied the first elementary schoal for Amen
e children of Palish descent in Palania, YWis
Winsin, Later she was sent in the eapueity of
T rrmp.:l teacher, and superior o organize
th:r parachial schools in La Salle, Bay Ciry,

Moriies Mary Capglran Jaypinwic:
Fasdar. af the Siesn Anievican Faitedation

Detront, Balomore, and Fitesburgh, Since there
wis a seararty of textbooks at the time, Mother

Cajeran, under the direction and with the help
of Father Dabrowsk:, compiled, edited, and
printed school books for children.

When the school and convent burhed down
in Polonia, withowt hesication she went I'rr-“-
stitte to state in che Midwesr soliciting funids
rebuild l|‘|L‘ school and to obtain new books wnd
efjuIpment.

In 1888 she was appointed community su-
pervisor of schools and preféet of studies. In
(H4 she headed a commission of sisters, guided
by Facher H:Ll1rr11.w-"-;i1 who drew ap a syllalws
of studies for the grade schools, This syllabus
with some revisions was in use I.'T||I| lgah,

Although she was concerned with proper
Tl._Ll'II'I]LlLILH and pedagomenl merhods, yer Meth:
er Citjetan 1111ph.1'-.1.r..1; the importunce of r|1|
redcher’s personal influence on the soul of a
child. Aecording to her, the true mission of o re-
ligious teacher was o mold good charterers by




bringing the little ones to Christ. She would
frequently say: "It ia what we are that makes us
cfhcient teachers. We must be love itself in order
to attract souls to the love of Gad.”

Keenly aware of the dignity of the souls of her
young charges, she taok a personal interest in
every child, encouraging the development of the
ralents and aptitudes with which the Creator
had endowed it, In her classes she showered lave
on all—the bright, the retarded, the timid, the
rich, and the poor. It was hér love, more than
her knowledge, that probed the children's
hearts to such depths that, wherever she went,
she effected a change for the better. She lived
‘what she taught: “Love is the primary principle
that solves all problems."

Mother Cajetan’s motherliness became more
pronounced during her term of office as provin-
ctal superior of the Detroit province from 1gao-
1go7. Her gentleness, her deep knowledge af
souls, and, above all, her deep sympathy for
human weakness won the sisters’ sincere con-
fidence, The motherhouse was truly their hame,
and Mother Cajetan, their loving mother. She
was genuinely interested in every sister's health,
work, spiritual and educational Pprogress, She
tactfuﬂ}r mansuvered personal contacts in order
to inspire the sisters. A great lover of the Blessed
Sacrament and a true daughter of St. Francis of

MOTHER

The community’s foundation was firmly laid by
its Foundress, Mother Mary Angela. It re-
mained for her successor, Mu:ﬁcr Mary Magda-
len to guide the growth and development of the
congregation for over four decades,

Muﬂll_cr Mary Magdalen (Anpela Borowska)
was born in Warsaw, Poland, on July 30, 1832
Although her mother was 2 Protestant, a truly
Christhke atmosphere permeated the hEmE
Mother Magdalen’s deeply rooted faith, sincere
piety, and willing renunciation of person al pleas-
ure, were evident in her childhood, in he:r career
as a teacher first in Plotrkow and later in War.
saw, where she devoted much of her time to
wurka of charity among the poor.

Having revealed her desire for the religious
life to Father Honorat, her confessor, she was di-

MARY MAGDALEN
I832-1914
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Assisi, she forgot self cumplr.-td}r to be "alll
all.” She was indeed the “heart’" of the prif
Her love embraced also the strubgimg
88, Cyril and Methodius Seminary fou ﬁ
Father Dabrowski in 188¢. With a mug
warmth and solicitude she aided }muny
studying for the priesthood there, The nig
funds which she had solicited for her n'im
vent, she magnanimously shared with |
Dabrowski. Her LUI‘ltEJ‘I‘lpDI‘HrlEE gave hw
title, “"Mother of Polish priests.'

After working zealously in America for thi
vears, Mather Cajetan left for Cracow jul
for the general chapter. There she was ele
member of the general council in order m
vise in matters concerning the American 8
inces. God had planned otherwise. On Dee
9, 1967, after making her rétreat LLl'Ld.::r
rection of Father Honorat, she died in }
Miasro at rhe age of sixty-cight.

Morher Mary Cajeran is an exemplar of i
virtues, but especially of love of ne1ghhm
one was too lowly or too great to find sola
courage in her all:iembracing heart. The s
and children, lay persons and priests, and &
hrshnpg snugh'r “counsel with this Joving i
gracious Mother whose entire life breathedd
essence of the Gospel: “Above all, LOVES

‘another,”

rected to enter the newly-organized Congel
tion of the Felictan Sisters. She was accentids
to postulancy on December 8, 1848, lirtle real
'Il'ig Wha[‘ Gl:ld hﬂ.d iﬂ Brore fur i'iE'l' I'.'H:Cf."ﬂﬂ,t
cation and thorough spiritual training quulkh
her for the various administrative duties b
Crimmun ty-

As early as 1859 she became local superior s
novice mistress at the first mission house in (8
FARNOW, wiuch served as a novitiate and teain
center in rural social work. She cuntmumi.
duties as m:un‘zss of nov ces in Warsaw, until ff
community’s suppression in 1864, At rJut
the Foundress appmnn:d her the 5l.lpl:rlt‘.ur
the dispersed sisters in Warsaw and cnwmns
cause of her ability to gain the confidence of fi
sisters and to direct them with euse. Count



Inds Zamoyska sheltered Mother Magdalen
da few sisters in her home which became the
of underground Felician life. Dispersed
iving in &e-ﬁdnity met there for spirit-
pRercises, puidance, encouragement. With
ce and love, Mother Magdalen sustnined
ters i the spirit of obedience and religious
e all through that dangerous period of
gion. When in 1865 the community was
ishﬁd irl. th.t ;&llﬁﬁiaﬂ—u{_—ﬂupiﬂd CT'HC“W_,‘
Mitrj' Mag_dah:n maile all the necessary
gements for the sisters' departure from
w. She, however, remained in that city un-

ter Mother Angela's rr.:.signar"mn as superiar
l, the chapter in 1871 eleeted Morther
alen to the office, which she accepted with
umility and abnegation of self, While the
ess sustained the congregation by prayer
eparation, Mother Magdalen guided its
ate on both hemispheres. She remained
ifice for forty-four years, reelected at succes-
 chapters by the special permission of the
11_1:9:. When she entered office in 1871, the
mmuinity numbered 146 sisters in nineteen
ision places; at her death on December 19,
05, there were 2,209 sisters at 203 missions.

Mother Mary Magdalen channeled all her ef-
jorts to- establish a solid foundation for the spir-
unklife of her religious daughters and to devel-
B projects of mercy. Mother wrote personal let-
5 and circulars, arranged special retreats for

Muther Mary Bonaventure (Pauline Stawska)
in Torun, Poland, on October 29, 1854,
g'ah: entered the Congregation of the Fe-
lrers, where she was entrusted with var-
b responsible duties and administrative of-
b= throughout most of her religious life.

In 184 Mother Bonaventure came to Detroit
i provineial eouncillor and miseress of nov-
s which latter office she discharged for fifteen
Returning ro Poland in 1gog, she was e
to the general council, and three years lat-
aled again to America as general commis-

superiors, and exacted observance of rules and
regulations.

During her term of office the community re-
ceived the following approvals from the Holy
See: the Decree of Commendation in 1874, the
Decree of Final Approval of the congregation
with temporary approval of 1ts Constitutions in
1899, and the Decree of Final Approval of the
Constitutions ih 1907,

In 1874 Mother sent five sisters to found an
American province, Unable to visit the missions
in America herself because of ill health, she dele-
gated commissanes who were a means of direct
contact with her spiritual daughters. She also
sent sisters beynnscr the borders of Poland to
three small colomes of Poles—Rumania 1877,
Bosnia 1903, and Vienna durning World War I.

"To further the growth of the community and
keep it well informed, Mother Magdalen K&gan
to issue quarterly Aunalr in 1910, Mocher Mag-
dalen’s unusually long term of office was highly
fruitful because of her extraordinary gifts of
mind and heare. The filial respect and affection
of her sisters, however, were not gained by her
intelligence, energy, prudence or courage, but
rather by her gracious tact and forgetfulness of
self.

Having earned the loving respect of all who
knew her, Mother Magdalen was laid to rest in
the mortuary chapel at the provincial mother-
house on Smolensk Street in Cracow beside the
remains of the Foundress whose illustrious
daughrer she was.

MOTHER MARY BONAVENTURE
1855-1934

sary, The sutbreak of World War 1 detained her
in the States until 1g20.

At the general chapter held in Cracow that
same year, Mother Bonaventure was unani-
mously elecred su]l')e'rinr general of the congrega-
rion. In chis capacity her primary concern was to
restore normal working conditions in the two
provinces in Poland following the diserder
caused by the World War 1. In her administra-
tion a third province was founded in Wawer, a
suburb of Warsaw, in 1922, In Ameérica, too, 2
new province—the fifth—was organized in 1920,

———— — — —
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with its matherhouse temporarly in McKees-
port, Pennsylvania, until ity transfer to Cornop-
mln, in the same state, ik 1933,

In line with the demands of the times for bet-
ter teaching preparation, Mother Bonaventure
provided for higher professional and cultural ed-
HCRTI{"}T'I ﬂ-f'[hﬂ Sistﬂ.ﬂ. 11'[ ThE Aummer I::IF Ig'?! E-I'lE
enrolled several sisters from each of the Ameri-
can provinces at the Catholic University, in
Washingtan, D.C. Since then the sisters have
regularly pursued graduate studies in varous
ficlds ar this and other higher institutions of
learning. In 1922, Mother Bonaventure mnaugu-
rated the pracrice of sending American sisters to
Paland to the Jagellonian University in Cracow,
for higher studies in Polish language, literature,
and culture. She heartily approved the initiation
of the Felician pedagogical conventions, the
first of which was held in Detroit, in August,
1g3a.

Through her efforts the Hiseory of the Congre-
gation was published in three volumes in 1923,
She also resumed the publication of the Annals
begun in 1g1o, but interrupted by the war.

In 1920, Mother Bonaventure left for Rome

MOTHER MARY
1866-1g46

An exemplary religious, a zea lous educator, and
un able administraror, Mother Mary Pia {Mﬂr}'
Sehweda) revealed strenpth of character and
firm determination throughout her life. Serious
and reflective by nature, she felt naturally in-
clined toward the hidden life; but her superiars,
recognizing her spiritual and intellectual gifts,
entrusted her with responsible executive posi-
tions in the congregation.

In igic Mother Pia was elected vicar provin-
cial, supervisor of schools, and prefect of studies
for the Province of Mother of Good Counsel i
Chicago, Whineis: She directed all her natural a-
bilittes and energy of spirit to the rraining of
yvouth and the higher education of sisters.

At the general chapter of 1920 Mother Pia
waselected o member of the general council, and
at the following chapter in 1g32 she was chosen
S'upti‘im' EﬂnE]"ﬂT {Jf the Et]ﬂ&dﬂgaﬂﬂn.

2l

to obtain the final approval of the Constitun
revised In accordance with the New Cpded
Canon Law of 118, Ara private audience, i
Holiness Pope Benedict XV uttered these ma
orahle words ss he handed to Mother Banaw
ture the copy of the approved Constitutions
return these to you with my blessing, Leril
Sisters observe them and they will becos
sAINts. _

During her half-century of service in Gog
vinevard, Mother Bonaventure was very fim
Eﬂﬂﬁ HEE{i thELt lﬂhrjl— f{JT Sﬂulﬁ L‘i ].ﬂﬁtiﬂg i’l‘i 1""_
sults only when supported by prayer and sig
fice. She herself led an intensely active life §
capse she was intensely devout. Amid the ¢
ciating pains of her last fllness, she disp
genuine virtues and anion with the Will o

Consoled by the personal visit and blessi
His Eminence Adam Cardinal Sapicha, M
Bonaventure died on November 4, 1934, afit]
long life of self sacrifice spent bearing tht i
dens of office. Her remains were laid to ris]
the mortuary chapel at the provincial m .f
house on Smolensk Street in Cracow,

PIA

Considerable expansion of the communi
fields of labor marked Mother Pia's adminig
tion. In 1932 the sixth American provingei
furmed in Enfield, Connecticut; the sistemd
iinted their missionary work in Canads in-14¢
they undertook hosprtal wark in the Ut
States on a lurge scaley a home for mens
deficient children was apened in the state of s
York; and for several years a number of
wersin charge of an :erh-.magr at the Eeniom
Polish refugee colony in Santa Rosa, Mexe

Recognizing the spiritual values ensuing
the knowledge of one's ancestral backgru
Maother Pia exhorted the sisters to make pmg
provisions for Polish language and nrlmm 1
programs. of the parochial schools i Pl
American punsh::s

Zealows 1o the observanee of the HUJE
Constritutions, Mother Pia earnestly goardel
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preservation of Franciscan spirit and Felician
customs. She also mate sincere efforts to revive
the memory and influence of the Foundress'
satntly life and encouraged the sisters to seck
Mother Angela's intercession in their needs. To-
ward this end, Mother Pia planned the publica-
tion of the Foundress' biography, a rask which

MOTHER MARY

gl

Mather Mary Simplicita (Stanislava Nehring),
the present superior general of the congregation,
was born July 28, 18g1 in Buffalo, New York.
From the very beginning of her religious life, she
was appointed to various responsible positions
in the community, among which were those of
provineial superior first in Buffale (1932-1638)
and then in Wawer, Poland (1g38-1g46). In
1546, the general chaprer held in Cracow con-
ferred upon Mother Simplicita the highest office:
in the congregation. During the tume of her su-
periorship she has displayed unusual adminis-
trative ability, expansiveness in action, coarage.
in decision, daring initiative, untiring energy, a
broad mind and a great heurt, a true love of God
and of people, but above all, a deep trust in Dh-
vine Providence,

As provincial superior in Buffalo, Mother
Simplicita intreduced the group-system of guid-
ance in the orphanage, while at the morherhouse
she organized a mission unit whose purpese was
to collect, repair; and send church vestments and
other necessities to missions in the country and
abroad. In 1937 she initiated the mission in Can-
ada and with maternal selicitude helped ir to its
present flourishing condition.

In Poland her provincialare coincided with the
eritical period of World War I1. While confusian
and ¢haas reigned in the country, order and qui-
et prevailed in the motherhouse at Wawer, de-
apite the passing armies, the fatal bombing by
the Nazis, and the continual influx of refugees
from western Poland. For the lateer, Mother al-
ways managed to find a place of rest and some
food, In all situations she was cool-headed and
in complete command. At the outbreak of the
war, she had wounded seldiers brought into the
vacated quarters of the hoarding school where

28

she entrusted to Hanna Zahorska, a nored
ish writer. The outbreak of World War 11, o
ever, hindered the realization of this plan,

After sixty-two years of devored religious i
Mother Mary Pia died on July 5, 1946, st
general mothethouse on Batory Street in Crag

SIMPLICITA

they were nursed by the sisters. Afrer a bomb

attack on Wawer on Seprember 1o, 1939, Mo
er requested the sisters ro take care of huryil
the dead in the vicinity. Later, at the requesi
army authorities Morher assigned ten sisterg
nurse wounded soldiers ina temporary. hospit
set up in a public school, In gratitude the
authorities later presented her with a laudane
dJocument and mamed @ street 0 the oy 4
her. .

In 1942 Mother was interned nine weehs
the Pawiak prison by the Nazis; where shes
fied her fellow-prisoners with her abnegatinl
self and sacrificial love of neighber.

Upon election ro the general superonil
Muother Simplicita undertook to restore the s
zeal of the congregarion in the spirit-of it founs
ers. Undaunted by the lack of transportationl
cilities in Paland after the war, Mother o
canonical visits ro all the filinl houses there. N
she left for a visitation of the Amencan pii
inces where she mer each aister, held o sere
conferences in each province, sent out frequ
circulars, and answered a heavy private e
spandence promptly. Above all, Mother consss
mated the hitherto vnsuccessful efforts of b
predecessors in starting the process of heuis
tion of the beloved Foundress. At the same
she gave all possible support ro the caue
Father Honarat begun by the Capuchims
Warsaw. Thanks to her tnitintive there camed
in print the first documented bicgraphy)
Mather Angela by Sr. Bronislava Dmowike
biographical brochure by Sr. Tullia Domani
a biographical work by Rev. F. A, Cepdl
S.A.C. Soon to be released is a brochure byl
Cherubim Frankewska and a maonograph
Arthur Gorski of Paland.



Mother Simplicita arouscd the interest of the
e ind i'a.}' peaple in the congregation which
d in some worthwhile stodies of its or-
aian, ideals, and work, Besides, Mother
nged conventions, institutes, and mectings
provincial superiors, mistresses, teachers,
I murses i oorder to unify technigues and
ethotls af procedure and to ralse the intellec
il anl sprritual level of the community.

In April, 1953, Mother called for an extraor
chaprer to convene in Ponea City, Ok
ity far the purpose of solving such pressing
I:ﬂm s the unihcation of the two choiry,
transler of the generalate from Crucow to

Rome, the establishment of a new provinee in
the southwestern part of the United States and
the commissariatsin Canada and Brazil. In con-
sequence of the decision on these matters, Mother
guided the chapter in altering some portions of
the Constitutions, Customs, Ceremonial, and so
forth.

The management of administrative affairs
does not hamper Mother's spiritual guidance of
the sistery. She finds time for everythmg, aven
for private conferences and direct contact in
person or through correspondence with the sis-
ters.
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- Deo Gratias

THANKS BE TO GOD,
for the Poverello’s patrimony: the Eucharist, Mary, reparation,
for Sr, Felix's leic-motif of thanks, 4
for the Founders, the stewards of His grace, :
for the general home in the shadow of St. Peter's! .

THANKS BE TO GOD,
that the work was cradled in the land of Mary and hidden martyrs, i
that Christ's Vicar approved it in His Name,
that His merey was with it in tribulation,
that His love multiplied it on three continents!

THANES BE TO GOD, b-

for the hearths that sacrificed new daughters,

for the selfless service of other Christs,

for the magnanimity of those seeking a hundredfold:
devoted relatives; friends, and benefactors,

for the fields of labor prepared by His Hand,

for the peoples who believe in both freedom and God!

THANKS BE TO GOD,

because He promisss a more glorious tomorrow
with vaster fields of labor, and increasing posterity,
under the gentle rule of the (ueen of all hearts

tor the honor of the Son upon the altars]

o
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Samt Felix of Cantalice

Patron of the Felician Sisters

WVAINT FELIX OF CANTALICE stands asa
D) testimonial of grace, paralleling such of his
Wbnremporanes as Saints lgnatios Loyala, Ca-
s de Lellis, Pius V, Philip Ner, Charles
meo, Frincis Borgia, and Aloysius Gan-
“ange. It was, however, his spirit of joy resulting
tm perfect conformity to God's Will thae dis-
Singinshed St Felix among them.

- Felix de Porri was born in 1513 in the village
of Canralice, abour fifty miles from Rome, The
third eldest in & family of four boys and one girl,
"["ﬂ!f child showed early a joyful disposition, well
i keeping with his haptismal name Felix, which
'.W'xans “happy.” The son of poor but dtcp]}f e
nious peasints, the boy spent his childhood
i_ding sheep anid carte on his father's farm,
Like St. Francis of Assisi, he was reverently in
]ﬁw with narure—the son, the moon, the stars,

! llnl'.l while wading carele, proved often hefore los cruilzly
Dimasriectid outidone ahrins:

birds, and flowers, all evoked a qui.:[; Sy pi-
thetic response in his sensitive soul. Reaming
through the rugged countryside, the boy re
flected in his simple childish way upon the reli-
gious truths taught him by his parents. Often
he would pause to pray at one of the crude out-
door shrines that he had built, Or again he burse
nto song, humming or singing the hymns
learned at church services br at home.

Ar the age of twelve Felix was hired out as o
shepherd boy by a certain Marco Tullio Picchi,
u wealthy farmer of Citta Ducale. Employed
later as a farmhand, Felix remained with rthe
Piechi family for twenty years, liked by all for
his diligence, kindness and happy disposition.
In his free time he would spend many hours con-
versing with God in the solitude of his room. At
other fimes he would request one of his fellow
workers to read him excerpts from spiritual
biooks, as he himself had never had any formal
schooling. He thus became acquainted with the
lives of saints, and his remarkable memary
faithfully retained many of rthe inspirational
thoughts and examples which they contained.
One of the books, The Liver af the Fathers of the
Duesert, awakened within him a strong desire to
become a hermit.

His religious vocation became more cleatly de-
fined through the years by his frequent contact
with the Capuchin friars, whom he mer while
attending church services at the nearby friary.
Though strongly attracted to the Capuchin life,
Felix cantinued to postpone his entry. Only
after & miraculous escape from beneath the
pounding hoofs of a teum of oxen ‘which he was
harnessing, did he realize that God was dis-
pleased with this delay. Bidding farewell to the
Picchi family, he immediarely sought admission
at the friary.




Felix was met by a severe rebuke from the
Father Guardian who accused him of trying to
escape from the difficulties of farm life. Bur the
humble answer of the candidate reassured the
superior. He then sent Felix to Rome with a let-
ter of introduction to the Vicar Provinecial who,
afrer some hesitation, accepred the thirty-year-
ald illiterate candidate, and sent him to the no-
vitiate at Anticole in 1¢43. At his investiture,
contrary to custom, Felix was allowed to retain
his baprismal name.

During his novitiate days, Felix grew in his
tender love for the cross and the tabernacle, He
strugpled to gain mastery over his flesh through
rigoraus fasting and penance; he constantly
sought epportunities for humiliation especially
in the cheerful performance of the most menial
tasks; and he strived to live fully in the spirit of
St. Francis through unguestioning obedience
and faithful observance of the rigorous Capu-
chin Rule. Having made his solemn profession of
vows on May 18, 1546, Felix was sent to Tivoli
ro restore his imPairE{] healeh. Here, under the
able direction of Wather Michael of Susu, he
delved yet more deeply into the mysteries of the
Crucified Chnst.

It 1547 Felix was appointed questor, or solic-
itor of alms, for his order in Rome. Performing

As questor of abmyy, St Felix often mer Sr, Phifip Ned in the
artiety of Romg

34

this humble duty for the next forry yesrs; he
was & constant example of solid virtue bor)
within and outside the cloister.

In the friary, Felix considered obedience s
the mother and root of all ather virtues. Here
garded his superiors as the representatives of
Jesus Christ, and hence was always perfectly
submissive and full of respect. He considersl
their every wish as.a command and performaf
it with childlike docility. Thus; for instane
when in his old age he was told to wear sandaly’
he obeyed promptly and cheerfully although®
until then he had preferred to walk barefoor.

In relations with his confreres, Felix was ol
maodel of humility and fraternal charity. Con.
sidering himself the “ass of the communiry,” it
would shoulder the most difficult and unpless
ant tasks in the daily routine of the friary. He
accepted rebukes from others with sincere cheer-
fulness and gratitude, and himself was a kind
considerate, and agreeable companion. The gen.
uineness of his humibity and EEIHI'it}' Wis Mk
evident in his zeal for the spiritual welfare of
fellow friars. He courageously repraved thus
who meddled with the temporal affairs of cher
relatives and friends, reminding them of Christ's
words, “Let the dead bury the dead.” The lay
hrothers also atr times merited his admonition
tor indulging in idle conversation or for solie
iting delicacies fram outside the cloister.

What he demanded of others, Felix himself;
practiced to a heroic degree. Detached from all
wordly concerns, he spent his time diligentiy in
assigned occeupations and mortified his body by
various austerities. In addition to the regular
Church Lent, he kept the four “Lents of St
Francis,” fasting thus more than three quartes
of the year. On three days of each week during
the remaining seasons, he ate only bread and
water. To further mortify his body, on his cus
tomary Sunday pilgrimages to seven churches
in Rome, he wore a breastplate studded with
small iron spikes. Ar night, though weary from
the day's work, he denied himself the comfort of
sleeping m bed; kneeling at his bedside unnl
overcome by fatigue, he then merely resred hig
head on his arms to sleep for the two or three
haours left before dawn.

In love with poverty like his Facher St. Fran-
cis, Felix conrented himself with the barest ve
sentials of life. His habit and cloak were @
patched that it was difficule o find a piece of




the original cloth. His cell was furnished only
with 2 board which served as his bed and a small
tuble wpon which he carved little wooden erosses
for distribution to benefactors and friends.

Severe though his life may appear, it was
filled with genuine happiness, which radiated on
all within the friary. His austerities wers only a
‘means of attaiming umon with God and they
(were made light and sweet by grace obtained
from ThE‘ SACTAMENts am:i prayer. Often far intc
(the night, by permission of superiors, Felix
owould knesl before the tabernacle absorbed n
‘contemplation. And early each morming he
would attend and serve two or three Masses and
‘recetve Holy Communion.

Thus fortified for his contact with the world,
!n.' would then set out for the day with a sack on
his- shoulder and a rosary in his hand to begin
‘his rtoilsome task. The love which burned in
Fehx's heart and the special graces which heav-
‘en hestowed on him make the SEOTY of his fﬁrt].?
yiars i Rome more hike that of an ﬂpmsﬂt and
awonderworker than that of g humble 1;:1]( broth-
= Sl:lliﬂ'l!rllﬂg Bjmﬂ }.U]' I'liS ::urllmunitj.-‘.

As he begged from door to door in the bustling
streets of the city, Felix preached a silent ser-
“man to the inhabitants by his deep recollection
made attractive by his joy and charity. Kind
and courteous. toward all, he thanked evervone
Jwith a sineere "' Deo Gratias” for both good and
'rﬂ treatment, and continued on his way, silently
ingering his rosary.

iy deep spirit of recollection, however, in no
wiy hindered his active charity, Whenever he
~siw the need, he was generous with words of ad-
mce and consolation to those sineerely in doubr
“or sadness. But wherever he met ill will and sin,
,‘l’ﬂf Was uncompromising in his attitude, Love of
God and ?I.':..!.l for souls thade him prompt and
l.:.cuumgs{:us 'II'I I"Lhukl]'lg Elﬂﬂm'ﬂ Rlch oOr P‘Dﬂr,
benefactor ar friend, prominent or insignif-
W.ﬂt—n{]ﬂe EEL'IPELi I'IIH CLHbunl’lg f.‘}'f-' or tﬂt‘lg’uﬂ
W God's Law had been publicly transgressed.

The compassionate heart of Felix had a spe-
vial predilection for the poor and the sick. Real-
fung thar poverty and illness often lead o de-
spandency and consequent moral ruin, Felix ex-
‘erted all his efforts to ald and console the desti
mute. With the permission of his superiors, he
shared the solicited alms with the needy. On
Siridays and holydays he would wisit the siek
ipd the puor in the hospitals or in their homes,

comforting them with kind words and distrib-
uting the little wooden crosses which he had
carved. Everywhere he went he spread the gos.
pel of joy and explained the supernatural value
and beauty of suffering. At times he would have
recourse to his miraculous powers and by merely
tracing the sign of the eross he would instantly
cure @ patient whom the doctors had already
abandoned as hopeless.

Felix's chanty was made evident 1n all 13
splendor Liurmg the plague and famine that
struck Rome in the year 1550, Tirelessly he
begged from door to door for aid for the stricken
inhabitants and himself delivered the solicited
food or medicines to the vicnms. At times when
the donors had generously shared their last sup-
plies of food with the poor, Felix would in return
miraculously refill their empty winecasks and
breadbaskets. Many instances are also recorded
of the eures performed by him among the
plague-stricken. The gitr of healing seemed to
flow spontaneously from his hand as he went
through the city blessing those whom he met.

Yet through all his forty years in Rome, pos-
sibly his greatest influence was exerted on the
children of the city. Whenever Helix appedred in
the streets, there was soon a crowd of young-
sters at his side, attracted by the childlike sim-
plicity and joy of “Brother Deo Gratiss," as

The:gentle goine artracted children ans| thelr mothers whihaver
he dppearsd in the streais,

—— e ——— —
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they called him. Availing himsell of the oppor-
tunity, Felix would teach them eatechism and
prayers or songs of his own campuosttion on the
bumury of virtue or the ugliness of vice:

Felix also worked many noteworthy miracles
an their behalf. He restared one lad to health
and foretold the boy's entrance into the Cap-
uchin Order. Ar another ome he restored vision
tera six-year-old boy blinded by smallpox. He
sven brought back o life an infant that was ac
cidentally smathered to death by its mother.

Stmiple and unlettered though he was, Felix
was consulted even by distingnished church-
men and theologians of his time, Thus, for in-
gtance, he merited the esteem and friendship of
St. Charles Bosromen and St. Philip Neri, both
of whom considered the humble laybrother as
the greatest saint then living in the Church.
When 5t. Charles was once seeking advice on the
newly formulated Constiturions for his Oblates,
St. Philip directed him ro Felix as to the most
competent adviser in such matrers, Pope Pius V
angd the Franciscan Cardinal, Felix Perettd, also
held Felix in high regard and frequentl huu‘lbllt
his advice. All valued his wisdom and his sincer-
ity undl recognized the grear gifes with which he
wits endowed, The ardor and candor which Fe-
lix possessed by nature were well balanced by
his sound judgment and keen insight into souls
as well as by his profound understanding of the
interior life, Truly humble and wise, hawever,

he would seek light from above in Ir::ng hotrs of

prayer before offering any counsel on impartant
Mmatters.

Thus Felix passed his life, irmly trodding an
the earth yet absorbed in the thought of God.
Heaven itself opened more than once to his ar-
dent longings, gracing him with extraordinary
vistons capecially toward the end of s life. On
the Christmas Eve before his death, our Blessed
Lady appeared to him and placed the Christ
Child in his arms, While several friars withessad
the scene from the dim recesses of the chapei,
Felix tenderly caressed the Divine Infant to
whom he cherished a lifelong devotion. In an-
other vision while Felix knelt in fervent prayver,
God revealed to him the moment of his death
and the veneration in which he would be held by
the faithful.

Shortly after the ahove grace, Felix fell ill of a
fever, which he recognized as the sign of hisap-
proaching death. He went out that day, never-

UW:Z';E.}HE “r:, By |'-';]:H was Tavorol with visinns |-n.T“i-.U|-' i1
thie Chetar Child.
theless, on his |_|bual (juest for alms, unti Jijs
hcltcuus companion noticed his illness and]‘l
gtiaded him to return to the friary. In a gpmipe
childlike simplicity and abedience Felix ace
all the medical care and little physical comb
provided by his superiors. He obeyed ung
tioningly when told to rest in a materessed
although he had denied himself this lus
thronghout his entire religious life. The de
saunted him for this apparent 5E'|fil'llf|F|jb t
bur Felix remained unperturbed in his ol
crde.
When the brothers informed him one day tha
he was to recerve the Holy Viarcum, his
hgilted g with _]n].r and his lips I it
last “Deo Granas.” Then rurning towstrd thégg
sembled eommunity, he humbly asked panle
fr any uffenses thar he might have commine
After Holy Communian, in a trembling veice g
sang the Jovful serains of the Focharistie
“O Sacrum Convivium,” after which he
to be left alone with his God, Brother Ui
whe remaimed with him o the end, h:‘.l:lhtd"
Felix was consaled by a vision of Jesus and 'JIJ f
As his soul was about to take ﬁlb]!t he ]Jlrr&tl
lis last song on earth: ]

Jesiery Jesur, O my Love,
Wy tarry? lI."".au'.if.’:., take my heart
And weither now wor ever again
(e back my heard fo me.



Wag thie voice was solled torever, It was Pente-
ost Sunday, May 18, 1087 Amoeng the special
s showered on thE' Church by the Ihll}r
pirit that doy was Felix's dearth—rhe death of
] -:ﬂinrl

Csearcely had the humble lay bmrh;r |1T{*¢lrh|;".
|:Il.ﬂr when there began 2 sertes of pmc*i[._rmu\
o The first tooexcrte wonder was: the in-
ATl 1';1.11:_1“1.:{ transformation of his bud}. Shrunk-
o q.nLl wisted by age and continual mortifica-
\ s Hesh-after [‘]E‘ﬂ‘[‘l‘l became as supple os
tnfu child: Crowds Hocked ro the frary to
_--_1 k in admiration ac his radiant face and ro
gurry away fragments of his habic or other art-
as rehics, As his body lay in state first in his
well, then 0 the chapel, numerous mlr:u:]E'-; be-
gan to pour trom his fragrant remains as they
it once flowed from his healing hand r']un"[:

.._‘

S0 spontaneous was the vencranon accorded
i Felix by the F!LUFJIL of Rome that the rugrung
_t["T Sextus ¥, requested i report to be 1m-
ately prup:l.rui o the smntly brother's life,
e process of boarification was delayed, how-
sever, by thie Pope's untimely death three vears
iter, Bur when o miraculous balm began to ex-
e from the interred casker; the ecclesiastical
horities ordered the body to be exhumed and
und 1t totally ineerrupt. All Rome then elam-
el that Welix be raised to the altars, but the
wmovesd slowly, On October 1, 1625, forty-
tvears after his death, Felix was pronounced
d by Pope Lirban VIIL Almost a century
ry it 1712, Pope Clement X1 canonized him
set May 18 as the date of his feast.
he cult of St. Felix spread raptdly throagh
Italy and other countries on the continent.
Shartly after his death, the fame of his miracles

% )

reached France and inspired the peaple to give
mauterial aid to che cause of hig beanheation. In
Buvaria, Prince Maximilian bmlt a shrine in his
honor and naogurated an annunal pilgrimage
tor the venerntion of the Samt’s relies. And 1n
Poland the people were especially acrracted o
St. Pelix, even designating him as the patron
of children. In time, May 18 was scbserved as
Children's Day in Warsaw, the capital ¢ity. On
that day parents broughe their children to the
Capue ‘hin chureh to be anointed with the misac-
ulaus atl char contineed to How from the Saint's
casket.

[t was also in this chureh in Warsaw that the
Felician Sisters first bocame :ulquuin[‘un:] with St
Felix, Fram themr nEt:rh}' institute for L‘.lr|_'||1m|$
and disabled women, the sisters would take their

charges there to prmr at Felix's slirine I“'!H:il;‘!rl.g
their devarion to the Saint, the pf_ﬂ]}lL of the L‘It}
spontancously called th:_m the “Risters of 5t
Felix," or simply the “Felician Sisters.” With
ecclesiagtical approbation the sisters retained
rhat name and adopred St. Felix as their special
patron, finding in him an inspiring model for
their contemplative-aetive life. His overflowing
charity would become their ideal in thetr apos-
talic work among the children, the poor, and the
sick—so wimilar to the apostolate of St Feliv
Iikewise, his self-abnegation and joy would be
come the two spiritual traits chershed by the
congregation committed to his heavenly patron
age.

On the centennial of their founding, then, the
Felician Sisters have especial reason to be grate-
ful for the choice of such a patron, as united
spirit with him they intone thewr humble " Deo
Creuarias.”




"Conforming to the designs of God's Haly Will, the sisters dedicated them-
selves to the work of reparation for the offenses committed apgainst the most
BLESSED SACEAMENT.”

—Hoak of Crstom;

“In God's goodness, the sisters have been called to # congregation remaining
under the special patronage of the niesset vivcin and ih a wonderful manner
hidden i Her veawr."

—Memoir of 1922

“My dearest child; God has every right to your soul. . . . Do not resist Him,
but allow Him to do with you as He wills. Trust Him with your whole heart
and sarrender to Him completely in REparaTion for so many souls thar rebel
against His Will."

—Letters of Mother Angela
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Putren Saints of the Cangregation  Sottoms: St Elizaberh of Hungary, St. Francis of Assisi, 95 Cluee, Se, Cilerte, Se Beligaf
Cahinenlioe, St Anrhony af Padua  Seepers S Jimdph
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CALL MFE BLESSED

The Felician Ideals

' ‘m LOWING IN THE footsteps of Our
* Lady, whom heaven and earth proclaim the
serl one among women, the Felician Sisters
rnﬂﬂd 10 strive prnﬂﬂrﬂy for spiritual per-
on. They find an effective aid to this end in
-. exumple af their YVirgin Mother and in the
| e L]]H [Pj' l‘]‘m]r I"F]'LIJ'I{[ET"{'—W"I[{:]'I ff]'l'lStltlTTE
.: ﬁP'Ii'Ir Ur TI'H: L[I]'Igrlzgdrlﬂﬂ—i'hf‘ F'EII‘L'I&.I'I
A5 & community pruﬁ:ssﬁng the Rule of the
rﬂ Ordler Regular of St Franas of Assis, the
Felician Sisters are a part of the Franciscan F.lm-
. Jiounded by Mother Angela, a Franciscan
ary, anil Father Honorat, a Capuchin of the
¢ Order of $t. Francs, :}rg;mutd under the
anciscan Rule, and honoring the Capuchin,
fix, a5 their special patron, the Felictan
ers have inherited the jocyearold tradi-
&
ith thousands of members in all Franciscan
g and congregations, the Felician Sisters
to St. Francis as a model of joyful poverty,
ility, simplicity, a childlike affective love
ard God and all ereation, and apostolic zeal
thf:_ poor and the downtrodden. They are in-
(l L!J-' his bil‘_‘FILPI'I.i.{: love for Christ in the r__‘ri|_1j
ﬂ:.lc cross, wnd in the E.u:.'h:iri.st, b:,' his tender
for the Immaculate Vigmn, and his all-em-
HE splnt of ponince,
i true, undonbtedly, that spiritual life ises
ally the same for all—lay person, priest, or
tous of whichever order, congregation or so-
giety. |or hpmnn] life 1s Christian' life; a real
and w:a] union with God ateained through the
sacraments, prayer, and the practice of virtue.
Bl forms of ‘-}E!]]’IFLIJ.]I ty Chrise, Mary, and the
Mass will remuin the three hasic elements.
-.T::l the Pravidence of God, however, as evi-
aced by ecclesiastical Insmr}r the-rich interior
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5t Franos or-Asss; Facher amd mode] of all Franoiscans

life of the Church findy txprcssinn i Umerins
ways. Basically one and the same, Christian
spirituahity allows for multiple and  different
manHestations accordirg to the varous missions
assigned by God to individuals and instirutions,
as well as because of the variety of graces, em
peraments, races, natiens, and specthic newds of
the times. These differences will influence nor
only the type of activities undertaken but also
the manner of eultvanng the inrerior life.

As even in the same family there sre no two
members 1dentically alike, so ton, in the Fran-




ciscan religious family there are evident ts many
accidental variations as there are distinct groups,
The Felician Founders, Mother Anpgela and
Father Honorat, have also conrribured some
original interpretation of Franciscanism as a re-
sult of their Lndwldual dispositions, their partic-
ular atrractions in the spiritual life, and their
contacts with different schouols of spirituahty
prevalent in their times.

Their approach to the three basic elements of

EUCHARIST

Franeiscan spirituality embraces a special devo-
tion to the Humaniey of Christ after St. Francis
who was in love with Chnst, the Word Incar-
nute, in the erib, on the eross, and especially in
the Euchargr. In his Testement he contessed] thar
he could “see nothing corporally in this world of
the Most High Son of God Himself except His
ot Hui}' Body and Blood. , . ." And the 5_:]151'.
ituil children of this Ssraphic Father inherited
the: Frer:inus patrimony of his love for the Eu-
charist.

This devation to the Blessed Sacrament found
]:Jving uxprc&;&iun in the lives of the two fathiul
followers of 5t. Francis, the founders of the Fe-
lietan Congreganion. Mother Angela was at-
tracted to the Eucharist from her early youth.
Her biographers mention her daily attendance
at Mass, her membership in the Confraternity
of the Blessed Sacrament, her ardent pructice of
various Eucharistic devotions with the approval
of her first spiritual director, Facher Augustine,
un Augustintan monk. Her love for Chrise in the
Blessed Sacrament, however, developed to great
heights under Father IHonorat's guidance and
began to express itself in various expiatory acts
which she handed down to her danghters in the
Congritutions and Costoms of the congregation.

In u meditation on cooperation with (God's
grace, Mother Anpely reveals her attitude to-
wirds the Fucharist, “1 know the Lord has done
much for me. . . . | begped the Lord, that He
Himself rell me, whgr 1 ought to consider as the
greatest of graces, of which | will have to gve
the strictest account and 1t accurred to me that
the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest grace, for
rruly therein we hehold the Giver of all giftsi
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Christign spirituality: Christ, Mary, and f
Mass, has resulted in whar is traditionally’ :
gepred in the conpregation us the Felician spig
or ideals. Christ is viewed by the Felician Sistm
E'";FELMJ.I} as the Christ in the Fucharise; M
is particularly loved and invoked under the fif
of Her Immuaculate Heare; the Mass i 'm
daily relived through the spirit of reparits
unien with Chrise, the Redeemer, and
the co-redemprtrix.

The Blessed Sacrament is the spring from whis
all other graces flow. It is, therefore, from ,_.*_'
frequent exposition af the Bleased Sacrament
from these daily Holy Communions thiat
count will be most dreadful.” It was M
deep appreciation of the Eucharistic gif
often urged her to rise at midnight and hurrg
the chapel to adore the Real Presence for sevl
hours,

In a letter to Father Honorat, rthe Foundns
expresses her great desire that the congre
be granted the privilege of the daily exposiid
"0 God, how great would be-our joy, how
the Er_rv:ngth and support for the entire cong
gation, if the pr:vdﬂgf: of perpetual adnmtmﬁ '
pranted to us,” When finally she obtained i
great favor in 1843, she rejoiced: ' would et
see the whole world and all its creatures comel
thank God and to adore with us, .. . "

The most touching and the final L:hlldhh.r
ture of Mother Angela’s love for the Euchan:
King was her tending to flowers for the altér -|'
sewing of altar inens during the last thirry v
of her life, She observed the vow of p
most conscientiously, but where the adornmel
of the altar was concerned, cost meant npthin

As for Father Honorat, the co-founder, e
Fucharist was a great molding force in his
interior life. Resolutions, found in his spivital
diary, express his determination to inerense o
numher of visits to the Blessed Sacrament f
unite his heart with the Heart of Cheist, radj
rect his thoughts to the tabernacle and placedl
his intentions therein, and to be ever mind FuI
the happy privilege ofljvmg under the samé
with Christ. At another time, he experient



L;r-- ms of conscience that during all his religious
, he had profited so little from the Real Pres-
, despite his resolutions. He promised to re-
rlmr by spending an hour daily, outside of
Mass, in prayer before the Blessed Sacrament,
For his spiritual daughters Father Honorat
Went even further by entrusting to them a spe-
il mission through their devotion to the Eu-
thurist, This he emphasizes in a letter writeen in
i8o to preface The Book of Life “. . . and 1
wigh ever to remind you that from the beginning
of your foundation by the grace of the Holy
SNt you were convinced that spiritual rebirth
mi rhf'gm with reparation to the honor of God
% negiected in the world, that is, with adora-
of atonement. For that reason your zeal
ampted you, despite difficulties, to introduce
custom (hitherto nnheard of in this country
Wi, at least, forgotren since the days of the Re-
ptorists) of frequent daily expositions of the
ged Sacrament in your catacomb chapel,
furing which you endeavored to atone to Our
_' for the insults of the godless as well as for
tEpJ,r'u‘}f of the faithful toward His Sacred
Hearr, and ro merit His blessings upon your
-- and upon the souls entrusted to your
gure .., Therehy you became true dH.UE'htth and
,| wwers of our Holy Father, who rightfully is
¢ | d the Repairer of the Divine Honor neg-
ted in the world, who from the beginning of
Hig conversion aimnst unceasingly honored Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament and adorned His tab-
grnacles . . . Your devotion to the Blessad Sacra-
ment wag crowned with daily exposition and ad-
Wrtinn in the motherhouse of the Immaculate
[in Cracow] and with His loving Presénce
i tlmoss all of your [mission] houses. And so,
| contemplate all this and remind you of
IWi'sh to perpetuate it [the Euchanistic de-
m n| and to encourage you most carnestly
fhat you never neglect so important a practice
il 50 holy and salutary a custom and that you
plats: great hope in it, for as Pope Pius [X
‘Adoration of At&nﬂmfnt will save the
. For even now it draws upon [the world]
: 'ETE(.'E‘S appeases human anger as well as
pumthmt-nt of heaven; may God grant that
Ii$ practice may restrain it . , . I desire that you
here and do cver}rthing in the spirit of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and in
spirit of this mystery, which is the epitome
:]l the miracles of God's Love.”
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In the History of the Congregation almaose
every other page contains passages bearing testi-
many to this fervent Eucharistic devotion of the
Foundress and the first sisters. To mention
some: “Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, Who
wis the life of the sisters’ souls, inspired them to
the practice of virtue and heroic deeds. . . . Aft-
er working strenuously all day, the sisters did
not find it & burden to spend the night in adora-
tion before the Blessed Sacrament. , .. Monthly
adorations lasted from midnight to midnight
and the three or four adorers took no food that
day. Later these adorations were reduced to
twelve hours, . . . Before and during the sup-
pression of the congregation and in times peril-
ous in the Church or country, the sisters kept a
twenty-four hour vigil before the tabernacle,
without food or rest. Night adorations were a
community exercise until 1866. . . . The Sisters
organized in 1884 the Confraternity of the Bless-
ed Sacrament which soon spread among the lai-
ty in Cracow."

Today every provincial house of the congre-
gation has daily exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament. Two by two the sisters take their turn
every half hour in adoration, ar the beginning of
which in a special prayer they beg God for bless-
ings upon the entire world,

Sister-adorers dunng the dasky exponltion of the Blessed Sacrament




The Ordinances of the congregation designare
the warious Fucharistic preacrices. The sisters
visit the chapel after mear;. Upon entering they
make a reparatory double genuflection kissing
the Hoor and saying the following prayer com-
posed by St. Francs, “"We adore Thee, most
holy Lord Jesus Christ, here and n all Thy
churches in thewhole world, and we bless Thee,
because by Thy Holy Cross Thou hast redeemed
the world.,” During aderation, expesition, and
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, the sis-
ters place their cincture about the neck as an act
of reparation, In the motherhouse the convent
bell rings five minutes before each hour for an
act of aderation and each sister interrupts her
work, kneels down and says, “Praised be the
Most Blessed Sacrament now and forever.
Amen,” adding the ejaculation designated for
that day. All correspondence of the sisters be-
gins with the motto of the congregation, “All
through the Heart of Mary in honer of the Bless-
ed Sacrament.” All religious exercises begin with
the ejaculation, “Laudetur Sanctissimum Sae-
ramentum per Immacularum Cor Beatissinie
Virginis ac Matris Nostrae Mariae, (Blessed be

THE IMMACULATE

Tf the Fucharist is the center and goal of a Fe-
lician's life, the Immaculate Hearr of Mary is
her model and rule. Mary is the way thar leads
the sister to the Eucharistic Fleart of her Divine
Son,

From the very first years of rhe congregation,
Mary held the foremost place. The Constitu-
tions of 1866 state: “The congregation was
founded under the patronage of Mary and has
considered Mary its Mistress, Morher Pratec-
tress, and only Refuge of hope. The congrega-
tion consecrated itself to Mary as her possession
for the service of her Son rhat She may rulg,
sancrily and protect it according to her Will."

Influenced by the trends of the age, the com-
munity modified the traditional Franciscan de-
votion to the Immaculate Conception by ven-
eration of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Both
the emblem of the congrepation, whose back-
ground is the pierced Hearr of Mary, and the
motro, Al through the Heart of Mary 1n honor
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Saturday in all the mission houses until

the most holy Sacrament through the [mmag
late Heart of the Most Blessed Virgin angn
Mother Mary.)"

Thus, the Fucharist is the radianng fores
foeal point of the Felician sister's |1 Wrom
characteristics of the Hose, she learns the v
which she should reproduce i her hife: 165 s
ness teaches her humility; 1ts whiteness pa
of mind, heart and bedy; its roundness; unl@
ited love for God and souls. Jesus 1n the Bl
Sacrament 15 the motive for all her actio
prayers, works, sufferings, and religious obis
ances. More, the Eucharist is her scheol off
teriar life not only for her personal sancthci
but alse in preparation for her apostalic s
Abways and everywhere she seeks the Hisg
Sacrament; she must have Him in the s
in the school, in the hospiral—wherever e
stationed. Her life of consecration to God o
souls must be-a contnuation, &s it were, offf
Mass, o holocaust of atonement. Like the Ha
every moment af her uxistcﬂct, EVEI’}'wh:- [
in everything, she must be in o state-of conim
immolation %rar the world.

HEART OF MARY

of the Most Blessed Sacrament,' strongly o
phasize the community’s devorion. In char
maculate Heart the community found its
and it was to grow and develop under ¥
guidance in the spirit of meekness, humiliry
matherly love. |
The ardent devation of the sisters o the I
maculate Heart manifested itself in many we
When Morher Angela was chosen superion of &
community, she declined thar nde. Placng &
seal and the keys of the convent hefore the e
ture of Our Lady, she offered all the sistep
the Immaculate Heart and officially proc
Mary Immaculate, Queen of Heaven and
as superior general of the entire con
It was customary to renew this consecra
fore and after the peneral chapters and on

when the Constitutions were approved and (i
Sacred Congregation advised that the pracis
be discontinued.



a0l threush the Hears of Mary in honor of the Mot Bléssell Sicrsiment’-mutio of the songregation




During times of stress and strain, and partic-
ularly in 1864, when the clouds of disbandment
were threatening the congregation, Mother An-
gela solemnly entrusted the community to Ma-
rv's Immaculate Heart. At this ceremony cach
gister pffered Mary a2 waxen heart symbolic of
her trusting love. In the name of the entire con-
gregation, Mother Foundress hung a large vo-
tive heart on the picture of Our Lady. From
that day on, the sisters made their filial devorion
to their Heavenly Morher more permanent by
adding “Mary” to their names. The Immaculare
Heart did not fail their trust and reunited them
in Cracow a year later.

Mother Angela became well acquainted with
St. Louis Grignon de Montfort’s work, True De-
votfon ta the Blessed Firgin Mary, and having
consulted many priests on this matter, she con-
secrated hersclf and all her daughters as "Slaves
of Mary,” on November 235, 1868, The sisters

renew this act every year on the feast of the

Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary,

For the fourth solemn consecration of the con-
gregation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in
1874 Mother Angela composed the following act:

O beloved Heart of my Immaculate Mother,

I desive to make an offering of myself to You,

For belonging to You, I belong to Jesus also.

() dearest and sweetest Heart of Mary,

I comsecrate myself entively to You forever

As your exclusive and pniire possesiion.

T give You my body, my heart and joul;

Al my actions, thoughts, words, desires and
intentions

I dedicate whally to you.

In You I place the burden of my sorrows and
desalations

W hich Jesus may wish to send me.

1 give You my sing and my falls.

May I be 5o clasely united tg You as to say:

I live now, not 4, but the heart of Mary lices
in me.

Feel, love and do all in me;

Rule my whale self.

Guide those whom You have placed over me.

I solemnly promise You, O rweetest Heart,

My fidelity uniil death,

Watch aver me and give me sirength

That T may keep my promise.

I am entirely Yours on carth;

May I be Yours for all eternity. Amen.”
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The sisters’ love and devotion o Mary %
not & mere formality. As daughrers of Mgy
sisters made the Heart of Mary cher toniig
abode where they learned ea live far Chris a8
Mary's parcern. The early Constitntions tie
indicate how the sisters were to “drublis
Marty™: "As Our Lady left the temple oo el
hidden life rearing Christ at Nazarcth, ant S
wandered from town o town accompunys
Son during His public life, in like mann
sisters will leave their motherhonse, g
different mission houses to serve Chngt
little children; they are also to search for Ch
in the homes of the poer, to console Him i
sick and suffering, just as Mary did dumy
Christ’s passion.” E

Numerous instances from Mother Al
life, letters, and meditations point to he
Marian spirit which she was determine
velop also in her spiritual daughrers. b
prove that Mather Angela honored Mary
citing the Te Matrem, Ave Marir Stel
Magnificat several rimes a day. The [
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, an act
secration, and the entire rosary hikewse
a part of her daily devotion to Mary,

In her correspondence she exhorted the g
“Go to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. .. (8
Mary be your sole refuge . . . Labor for 3
suffer for her, and wn Mary's arms give upj
gpirit, . . .”" She began her letters with the i
rativn: “Glary be to the Hearts of Jesis
Mary” and signed herself, “A slave of
In her last letter to her nurse, Mother Ji
she wrote: "As Jesus, dying on the cross @
us to His Mother, thus am | giving you tol
Sorrewful Mother. May She keep you il
care and be your Mother every mioment of i
life,"" )

[ikewise, Father Honorat in his sesmd
books, and letters continually encou
sisters to unite themselves with the
Mary and place all their conhdence in
his letter written on the community’s ¢
anmiversary, he said, "Not only does your d
munity attribute its formation to Mary'ey
tronage, but also its growth, and above
salvation in time of distress, when it
fidently placed in Her Immaculate an
Merciful Heart. All important praces #
tained from Providence and from the H
on her feast days. You must, therefors, ghif



ere and childlike love and confidence in this
Mast Meraiful Heart and glorify, extol, and
g its prses.””

\ His spiritual notes reveal how repeatedly he
entrusted the community to the Heart of Mary
an hur:nhly begged her to keep his daughrers
i g in their vocation, ardent in their Fran-
ity spirit, and sready in their growth.

In keeping with rhe L{msututmns Customs,
ﬂ Ordinances, the sisters srrive to honor the
mmaculate Queen in many wiys. Daily they
rl're Little Office with a special commemao.
on 1n Vespers and Matins to Mary, the ro-
sary, Sub Tuwm, Salve Regma, and the Litany
Wt Loretto, On certain feasts of Qur Lady the
AMatrem |5 added after ‘chpcm, and the
il Regina is included in the evening prayers
itrdays. Onee a week the Franciscan Lh.i].‘l—
of the Seven Jr:}'s of Our Lady is recired n
men in the novitiate and privately at the
sion houses,

piritual exercises, such as the Office, are be-
‘g with the invocation: "' Blessed be the Most
Holy Sacrament through the Immaculate Hr:nrt
o the Blessed Virgin and aur Mother Mary.”

s same ejaculation is repeated frequently
uring the day, both by rhe sisters and those en-
msted to their care; as 4 special means of unit-
their intentions with those of the lmmacu-
Hearr, Certain community exercises are
cluded with the blessing of Our Lady and
Holy Child: “Neos cum prole pia benedicar
Virgo Maria,” (May the Virgin Mary with Her
Hily Infant bless us.)

cﬂn the first Saturday of every month the sis-
i receive Holy Communion, pray the rosary,
mitke an act of consccration in reparation
the insults inflicted upon the Immaculate
rrof Mary, On that day cards on the Sweet-
gt Heare are distributed to be read by the sis-
1'1']'1:: solemn moments of their religious life are
erformed with and through Mary. On the vigil
of heir receprion, first ]:'mﬂ:ssmn, and the day
ol ptrpctua] vows; the sisters are otfered to Cur
--F and in the act of profession they declare
r| at they choose Christ’s Mother as their own
ther and Lady and encrust their vows and
mises t0 her Immaculate Heart.

Uther Marian practices are bowing of the
at the name of Mary, beginning all activ-
tes, such as writing letters; spiritual reading,
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conferences, reécreation, with the motto, “All
through the Heart of Mary . . ", and reciting
the Magnificar as the community’s customary
hymn of thanksgiving. Indicative of the desired
union of a F{-J':Li.m with Mary is the reférence in
the community’s ntamlng;r to A deceased sister
as “having fallen asleep in the Lord and in the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Mother and
Queen . . ." Every pravinge of the community
18 named after Mary and every room is adarned
with the picture of Our Lady of Czestochowa.
Fasts, abstinences, and novenas precede Mary's
feasts, of which the Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary and the Immaculate Heart of Mary
are celebrared in the community with greater
salemnity, On these days the sisters renew their
vows and recite the ace of consecration af alayv-
ery to Mary, On August 22, feast of the Immac-
ulate Heart, the sisters offer waxen hearts as 4
symbol of their toml consscration.

The congregation is permanently enrolled in
the Confraternity of the Immaculate Hearr of
Mary, which was organized in Cracow in 18g6,
and in the Honor Guard of Mary, which was
approved in 183z, The sisters have published
many books and pamphlets on Our Lady and
have even had medals stamped of the Immacu.
[ilrf HE’ﬂ-l"r-

The Felician Sisters” greatest privilepe 15 to
radiate the virtues of Mary's Immaculate Hearr
and especially her meekness and mercy. As
daughters and slaves of Mary, they are to obrain
all graces, perform all duties, accept all sutfering
fram, in, and with the Heart of Mary. They are
to love with Mary's heart, pray with Mury's
mind, and long for God with Mary's soul. "The
entire tenth chaprer of the Memoir of 1912 is
the blueprint of the Felician Sisters' Marian life.

Their Marian ideal is contained in the symbol
of the Immaculate Heart which is a part of the
seal of the congregation. In her personal nores
on the spirit of the sisters as the L!dugh'l‘L!‘S af
the Tmmaculate Hﬂsu't1 Moather Angela wntes,
“In that symbal the sisters will learn the spirir,
the rule, the history, and the purpose (of the
congregation). Therein is the motto of our haly
Father St. Francis, 'My God and my All'; be-
canse the Most Blessed Trinity chose the Heart
of Mary for Its Abode, Jesus is there, their sweet
Spouse; who finds in that Heart His most de-
lightful repose. And the Most Blessed Sacra-

ment, to whose exclusive honor they are dedi-




cated, 1s there. In that lmmaculate Heart the
last Host is to rest for all erernity. Therein they
will find their Sweerese Morher, cheir holy Fa-
ther St. Francis, all heaven, their congregation,
their refuge and sancruary. From thence came
all the graces of the pasry therein lie all the
graces of the future. They draw from that Heart
their ardor in love of God and neighbor, Tn Tt
they place all their hope; on It they base all
their confidence; from It they derive all their
{:nrjsu[;ttiun, ]1dp ﬂnd SI]PPI'.II'F il‘l l:‘lf.El':l.i" I'.I.L"Ed.
Finally, therein they find themselves, their fel-

REPARATION

The ideal of reparation, that is, participation in
the co-redemptive mission with Christ is as old
as the Church. The foundation for this tdeal is
the co-relationship of all members in the Mys:
tical Body of Christ. In union with Christ, the
Redeemer, all Christians are bound to support
and aid each other in the attainment of salvation.

Some religious orders, congregations, and so-
cieties have especially dedicated themselves to
the tusk Urat{ming for their awn sing and those
of others in order to help save the grearest num-
ber of souls: Sinee the thirreenth century when
St. Francis et out to rf:p:dr the church marari.
'ally and Spi_rltus.‘lll}q that same ideal of repara-
tion had been the activating force of many =
[ranciscan branch. The Founders of the Felician
Sisters Hdﬂptud the Franciscan life of penance
to the new ct}lumunit}r, huping th’f_*'mhy T6 BOEn-
teract the indifference to n:!igi:m which was
very pronounced ar the time in their homeland.

The Felician Constitutions of 1388 place a
special emphasis on reparation, "The spirit of
the conpregation as adarers of atonement is the
spirit of sacrifice . . ., Their guiding thought
aughr to be to go everywhere, to do everything
i the spirit of reparation and in imitation of the
hidden Chrigt."”

In the light of Christ’s example, Mother An-
gela understood reparation to be the putting on
the sing of orhers, taking them upon her shaul-
ders, and standing before God as a sinner by
subsritution and penance.

Fxpiation was the dominant characteristic of
her tender devotion to the Fucharisr. Mast

low sisters, their loved ones, and the souls
those entrusted to their cure, because Maryd
the Mother of all and specifically of thase
have enclosed themselves in Her Maternal Heg
forever. As often as they gaze on that Hef
may it seem to them that they hear the woshi
the Holy Seripture from the lips of the Tmiis
late Virgin: ‘God is my witness that T have gl
all in my Heart, because God gave you tof
and made me your Mother, and nane of i
whom God gave me shall perish’.”

hearrily she encouraged the sisters to confu
the community's customary night adorasn
atonement, despite their increasingly in e
apostolic activity. In a letter to Mother Al
5E& wrote; “Holy Mother the Church 1s m
great need of help. Hell devours so manysu
Iz not that a good reason why we ought w
rifice two hours each day ro-atone for thesin
the world, bepging the mercy of God? Daesg
gur sacrificial made of hfe oblige our congr
tion in this regard?”

Mother Angels underscored the it
worth of reparation when she offered herself§
the congregation. In a letter to Father Homg
on the oceasion she explained, “T wish
victim of reparation for the -.:ongr&gatinﬂ l
der to insurs its existence as a living cellind
Church." She lived this offering for the i
thirty years of her life which were spent o g
tive obscurity amul physical suffering andi
guish of soul, barne with patience nnd resip)
tion in union wicth Christ as a means of
tion. Her method of expiation, in imitaom
Clirist, was simple—obedicnes, under
form to God and I:nman authority. Nathings
traordinary but everyrthing extraordinanly &g
in the spiric of atonement.

Father Honorat continually emphasized §
mission of reparation ag an integral pastofg
life of a Felician. In the introduction o @
Bogk of Lefe (Rule) he says, 1 desire that g
community be always the center of this pa
ual worship of atonement which had ity b
ning with us and became an incentive forothe

o



\gsiee thar you always consider yourselves
Wilorers of Aronement’ and living sacrifices of
love as well as of His honnr, Through your
khg‘iving and reparation may you obtain
ety for the world, but especially for thar part
it the Lord’s vineyard which has been entrusted
or eare, May that always be the puiding
hweht and the everlasting aim  of your
henrts. . . .

In one of hig letters, Father Honorat pointed

remirks, “Believe thar through every acr of
mhgtous vircoe, humility, ohedience, and con

il ol the passions, you are contributing ro the
dreat mission [of repuration] entrusted to you."
» Taprovide an incentive and to make conerets
i :

i mission of repuration, Mother Angela and
ither Honarat introduced a special devotion
IF'I'E “IJ'I}’ Fi..l.':f_' W‘hiuh wﬂﬂfﬂ”]t’ il ijn'lhl'}l] fJF
mement for the eongregation. The devatian
dlngical one, since 1t was the Hol y Face thar
fererd all the agonies of the Passion: It was
rell with bloody sweat in the gurden of O

5 outraged with the traitorous kiss of fudas,
uek, and spac upon. It was the head thar was
wied with thorns, the eyes thar shed hirrer
yand the lips that were moistened with
and vinegar. And, finally, it was the head

e comgregarmn clweyn cherizliod the devotion o the Moty Face
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that bowed down in fulfillment of His Father's
Will,

The devotion saon spread among the faithful
and the Felician convents became the headquir-
ters for the Confraternities of the Holy Face.
Every mission house then, even as today, hid
picture of the Huly Face in the chapel.

Father Honorat wis o zealous o promoter of
the devorion to the Holy Face thar he wrate a
treatise on it, A New Gt of Clrist in 188, 4 re-
j:rin'r of it under the title, Devation of Repararion
m Igos, and o manual of prayers 1o the Holy
Face called, Showe [T Thy Conndenance, in 1893,

The Histary of the Congregation records
many examples of penance pracriced by the
first sisters, In the spirit of reparation they wers
willing to disregard their physical welfare, en-
dure extreme poverty, hard work, and many
discomlisres in order to win souls for God. Ther
fervor in pursuing the life of penance prompred
Father Honorit to sav, “When [ ook upon this
marvelous pitture, at the heéroie sacrifices of
these souls, at their perseverance, unperturbed
despite grearest difficulty, I am lled with joy."

The early Felician Constitutions ontline the
fundamentals of mortification and penance as a
means of developing the spiric of reparation, The
chapter on morrtheations counsels the exercise
of interior penance which inchides control of the
passions, emotions, affections, memory and im.
agination, reasoning and will. Exterior mortific
carion of the senses also iy adwised so thit the
mtellect may be withdrawn from things that
are dangerous and vain, and atrracred ro those
that are salutary, Moreover, some specific
forme of extarior penance were Furlasa'rit:e:‘]: oo
15 to serve as a means of morofheation, rather
than simply of nourishment; the religiouy garb
ought to be symbalic of a spirit of penance and
humility; bedding ought not cater to personal
comfort. As members of a penitential order, the
sisters are encouraged to occupy themselves
continually with seme type of wark, mental or
manual, performing it in the spirit of penance,

Also there developed in the community addi-
tional penitential practices which have beoome
a tradition, such as night adorations, weekly
discipline, dining on the floar, kissing the ground,
praying with extended hands or prostrace on the
floor, and daily recitation of the lturmical
prayver iof Atonement, R:.'Jj.:f;‘f_.

During Shrovetide, the sisters perform more




intensive penances to atone for the sinful indul-
gences of carnival time. Some prostrate during
the Sacrifice of the Mass and evening benedic-
tion, while others kneel in adoration helding
lighted candles: The recitation of the Litele
Office is preceded by rthe versicle, "Segregavit
nos Dominus . . . ete.” (“The Lord reserved us
for Himself and by His grace called us to atone
for the revilements awimed against the Throne nf
His glory!”)

T'he monthly day of recollection is considered
specifically as a-day of reparation. Mother An-
gela made it a point to Incorporate into the pro-
gram of that day all the penitential practices of
the community.

Even the devonon to the Iinmaculate Heart
of Mary is to be viewed under the aspect of rep-
aration. The early Constitutions of the congre-
gation exhort the sisters to imitate this Most
Pure Heart not only in its meekness and humil-
ity but especially in its compassionate love and
suffering for mankind, The daily morning
prayers remind them of the uhligatiﬂn of atone-
ment: ‘1 thank Thee, most gracious Lord for. . .
accepting me into this order of penance, I thank
Thee also for giving me another day to do pen-
ance for my stns. ...

The Memair of 1g12 detines the Felietan 1deal
of reparation, as follows: ““The principal task of

““ALL THRQUGH THE HEART

The three ideals of the Congregation of the Fe-
lician Sisters—the Lucharist, the Immaculate
Heurt of Mary, and reparation—are tersely
summarized in the Felician motto: “All through
the Heart of Mary in honor of the Mast Blessed
Sucrament.” These ideals furcher are graphi-
cully represented in the Felician crest, which
consists of a cross and the hands of Chnst and
Francis taken from the Franciscan emblem with
the additdonal symbol of a hose; all these are
superimposed on the Immaculate Heart of
Maury which replaces the Franciscan shield as a
background.

The Felician emblem is thus a perfect repre-
sentation of the ideals and spirit of the congre-
gation. The Franciscan symbals show the or-

the sisters is to make reparation to Gad; tharl
to atone for the blasphemies and insults el
mitted against Him; to atone for the negligen
and irreverences committed by those n ik
service of God in fulfilling their sacred oblig
tions. They are to do this by perpetually adom
the Blessed Sacrament in their hearts, by®
citing the Holy Office devoutly, and living!
ways in the Presence of God . . . The sisten 8
to bear all discomforts willingly in order
atone for the lax lives of Christians, They shuik
endeavor to observe great poverty to make g
isfaction for those who yearn for riches, T8
should humble themselves and hear all @
tempt with joy to atone for those who are pr il
Briefly, they should repair the spiritual i
moral conditions of the world through i
virtuous and excmplary lives. Tt s Tikewis i
ting for them to atone for laxicy in religioul
by returning to the former stricr phservans
rules and to early zeal in the priceice of virig
To revive the spirit of reparation of the o
munity, they should willingly undertake (i
task at the risk of being ridiculed by the wd
and even by souls consecrated to God. .. T
should repair the neglected piety in the hia
of the faithful by inflaming their own b
with love and by seeking always the g
glory of God in all their actions.” '
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g‘m‘iic association of the Felician Sisters with I
Order of St. Francis: the host indicares
special devotion to the Fucharise; che Inmi
late Heart of Mary, their devotion to the Bless
Muother under that ritle; the cross, the pis
hand of Christ, the stigmatized hand of Fra
and the sword in the Immaculare Heart repe
sent the special emphasis placed on the spis
penance or of reparation.

The Eucharist, the Immuaculare Hearts
Mary, reparation—these, then, are the fn
beacons that lead the Felician Sister in thedu
steps of her Founders that she hersell mag
tain union with the one God and bring mi
souls to the beatific Vision of Him wha i
Alpha and Omega of all thar s
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S®MY SPIRIT REJOICE

Phases i the

§ IN GOD, MY SAVIOR."

Life of a Felician Sister

ROM ITS yery snception, the congrega-
tion has providesd a school for aspirants to
fﬂ:ﬂ religious life who have nat yet complered
g school. Here each girl follows a standard
ﬁgh school curmiculum. As 3 resident student
ﬂ?mg in an atmosphere permeated by the ideals

‘B

P8 T

_Fﬁillz]ﬂlu:}' is the minal step for thase eandi-
fites who answer Chost's invitaton to follow
_H'LI.TJ by embracing the religious hfe. Here che
g eirl, having donned the simple black
&m of the postulant, enters into the first phase
af the Felician wiy of life, Under the guidance
p'fﬂlt‘ mistress of novices, she is mittered into
the life of the congrégation.

~ Her religious vocation is protected anid fos.
wred by means of an organized program of
praver, study, work, and plioy, Daily Mass,
Iy Communion, meditation, rosary, spiricual
seuding, spiritual guidance, weekly confession,

NOV

Climaxing an eight-day retreat, the vigil of in.
i ntare is_ T‘Ep]ﬁt& with s¥in balism accentuatin

the Helician Sister's role of aronement and self-
enial. With a brief exhortation that the novice
p the cangregation’s idenls ever befors her,
e provineial superior administers the tonsure
ind gives her sandals, reminding her that the

RANCY

and spirit of the community, she enjoys extra-
curricular activities which enrich her eulturally
and socrally. After graduation, reasonably sure
af her vocation, she applies for admission 1o
PUSrUiﬂ.]'H’F.

ULANCY

and o monthly day of recellection provide che
postulunt with the best possible means for de-
veloping and nurturing the spirit and ideals of
the religious life.

Scholasrically, the young postulant pursues a
schedule of academic studies, steeped 1 Catho-
lic philosophy of life and education, to prepare
her for the future apostolate of the congregation.

Thus, in an atmogphere conducive to spirit-
ual and intellectual growth, the postulant is
ready afrer a year of earnest reflecnion and pre-
liminary probation to cross the threshold of the
novitate.

ITIATE

ground she henceforth treads is holy, and n grey
tunic, admonishing her to grow spiritally in
kindness, humility, modesty, and patience. The
discipline she receives is a token of penance,
while the crucifix is to be her source of consola-
tion and the key to heaven.
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The wnvestiture proper is inaugurated the
thest day with the Holy Mass after which she is
Stkithed in the brown Franciscan habit, a white
bsml, and the white Franciscan cord; she is hand-
da smill book of the Rule of 5t F'|a1|-ri'-. and
'1 e Franciscan Crown or 'C haplet of the Seven
qq.fu aof Our Lady. Having received the lighted
ipn e and liavi ving kissed the relics of St. Francis,
” nﬂ"."lLL ]H I_TI VICT G M1y IELmie I.'l_"." W ;'IIL'I l'||'lL 'W'I”
Hienceforth be known. lﬁ'av-ng the sanctuary,

Eefnters into the novitiate, the second phase ﬂf
e life of a Felician—the permd of self.exam.

fiaation, self-mastery, and a time to prove her

PROFLES

bz third phase of the Felictan life begins with
i F[‘uf{:ssitm of the vows of poverty, chastity,
gl obedicnce. The spiritual betrothal s plight-
;.- publicly during the Saerifice of the Holy
Mass. After the profession of her vows, the sis-
gr exchanges her white veil for a black one,
bolic of her detachment from the world; she
pecetves 2 small wooden crucifix which, worn up-
it the breast, will remind her of her co-redemp-
five mission with Chnse; a cincture, 5}‘:nhrll of
the honds imposed by the three vows, a little

self.,

Durning that canonical year, prescribed by the
Holy See, the novice, withdrawn from worldly
distractions and occupations, studies the reli-
gious life and the Franciscan rule and its spirit.
By the time the year draws to an end, the nov-
ice has become acquainted with the Rule, the
Constitutions, the carechism of the vows, Sa.
cred Scriptures, the |1r"rTrip]c"-. of Christian and
religious perfection, and the spirit and history of
her congregation with special emphasis on ‘the
life of its Foundress, Mother Mary Angela
Truszkowska,

STON OF VOWS

office she will use-each ¢ ay o wnite herself with
the Church in prayer, and o lighted candle as a
symbel of charicy which muse burn brightly un-
til the coming of her Bridegroom to lead her into
life everlusring, The newly-professed sister kiss-
es the relic of Sr. Francis after which she rises ta
receive the kiss of peace of her superior and sis-
ers which seals the bond of family unity. She is
now one with those who have alremdy entered
the religous life in the congregarton.
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Upan completion of the canomizal vear, the soviée makesu prdfission of her vows, recelves the Bhick vidl, aail-rakes her place thithe sithy

of thie profegsad amiers

For a whole vear the newly professed sister
remains within the novitiace: Here she contin-
ues her spiritual formation and receives pro-
fessional traning for the Felician apostolate.
Teaching sisters study for a bachelor's degree,
in the various teaching ficlds. Nursing sisters are
trained for hns]nm] p]mrm“it_v and [rxholamr}
Lervice, Spft‘lﬂ.hnnﬂ in the diverse fields as the
need arises, Advanced programs are arranged
for those who have previously completed college.
Prepared for her field of labor, the sister is sent
to her mission where in community life with her

SECOND NOVITIATE

Six years after the initial offering of her heart to
Christ in the formal profession of vows, the sis
ter who had looked forward eagerly o the day of
}1Lr}>:ll.|ﬂl rnnqecrarmn to God Thi'HLtlb]‘-l Mary,
now withdraws again from the active apostolate

fellow-sisters she puts to use her intellectd
manual, and spiritnal training, in channeligs
grace to souls.

The main objective of the professed sister fil
the next six years—during which time shere
news her vows annually—s to advance in ps
sumal holiness by fidelity to her vows, tr'l.-'insm
live the Felician way of life where all are un.twl
by a common end: to further the work of Chr
and His Church through the medium of 'Lhru-
Han education and other forms of g irs
warlk,

af her congreganion. In the seclusion of the sc
ond novitate under the guidance of a histes
and in an armosphere conducive to ingne
arowth, she prepares for two months by praje
and reflection H;r the final profession of voyk



'l:1 solemn and momentous oceasion of perpet-
[l]‘["]'tbh]f.'l” of vows is ushered in by a public
"' |.:tni Renunciation made by the sister on the
ive of het espousal with Christ. In it she irrevo-
bl surrenders all to God that she has or could
e wid hinds herself to remain forever in the
fungregation.

Holy Mass inaugurates the impressive and
beautiful ceremonies of the profession of perpet-
vows. As the priest turns and holds the Sa-
e Hun.r she is to receive as Holy Communion,
the sister pledges herself eternally to Christ. Her
et of Profession remains upon the altar for
fl 1'1} three hours, an EXpression of her union
ith her Spouse. Symbal of her mystical death
i [ht‘ pmstrariﬁn in the sanctuary where she 1s

1

>ERPETEAL

A prafesse| amter whoo makes hor final vows,- lies proarrate bofoee th
Iiﬂ]_umi i plaged wpon her hrow snd @ rn g apoeh luss hmgier s behbs 50 spiouse of Chst.

PROFESSION

covered with a pall while the celebrant intones
the D¢ Proftndis and the hells fall the funeral
dirge. She receives a steel ring bearing rhe in-
seription, “My Jesus and my All" —token of her
tatal consecration. As a Brde of a thorn-
crowned Spouse, her brow is adorned with a
crown of tharns that she may one day become
worthy to exchange it for the crown of erernal
life, A lighted candle in her hand i3 a sign of her
pledge of immortality—". .. that having died to
the world, she may live in Gml." Her holocaust
iy complete, Incorporated into the congregation,
a4 a perpetual member, she consritutes a part of
the whole from which even death cannot sep-
arate her.

alpar —a symbhal of hee myseal-death to che world, & cravwn of

{
|
|




TERTILANSHIP

The primary aim of the Felivian way of Jife de
mands that the sister be attuned w the Divine
Presence within her the more effectively to pro-
mate the apostolate of her ngregurmn Hence,
after fourteen years of active service, she wirh-
draws to the so-called tertianghip or third novi-

tiate, where she intensifies her contemplation of

SILVER JUBILELRE

Twenty-five years ago, the sister knelt before the
altar and earnestly vowed her love to Christ;
the PLSATY of her yeirs is Ini:']Wu.'F' in its third
decade, and as the beads ship through her hands,
she 1 so much nearer to her God. Once again she
kneels thornserowned before the altar and her

GOLDEN JUBILEE

There 18 something tenderly beautiful in the
thought that for fifty years—five long decades
of the Chaplet of Time—a human heart has
laid itself on the altar of God's Holy Will, and
has meekly borne the trials of Hig dispensations.

A golden jubilee is an occasion recognized in
the Ritual of our Holy Mother the Church.
There are prayers and blessings of special impaort
prescribed and the happy recipient 18 considered
worthy of the highest honors, Fifty years apo,
while the world smiled with enticement, she
knelt at the foot of God's alear to renounce the
world, before the upraised host she spoke that
solemn triple promise, which enchained her
irrevocably to the sweet voke of her Redeemer
and imposed on her the enviable obligation of
following Him by the sacrificial path, This
morning during the sacred and inspiting service
in the chapel, her lips again whisper the olt-re
peited renewal of that promise made in early
youth and she accepts the staff entwined with
ﬂl.'J'h'-"f.:TH H.Hi.]. HUTIIIUUHL'CLI. |.|':rr it Crosk o EUPT!ILJI'T
her in her earthly pilgrimage, The years pass by
almost imperceptibly @nd it will be time for the
tired hands to rest and the tired feet to panse,
and the tired heart to listen for the call of the

and devotion to the Eucharistic fhrmand i
Immaculate Heart of Mary in the spintal
aration and seeks to hecome more pru:ﬁ ot
the spiritual life. After two months of renéus
the spirit and ideals of the congregation,
turns with renewed energy to her labots i
Felician apostolate.

prayers ascend with the Divine Sacrifite
throne of God. As her relatives, friends,
ters in religion, press around her o uﬂ'n‘
gratulations, they wish her joy and peaceil
happy heart—God's love and an etcroal julil

[ Hege

Bridegroom. The golden harmonies o
will make a never-ending jubilee

i |
llf'.':-,

I the harvest tme of her religions life the jubiina e
ligr blesgings while eammaning with God.



Thie celebration of the diamond iubﬂm of a re-
h@nm is rare, Seventy-five years of religious life
I pranted to few indeed: and when the sister
lnoks back tor the day whr_n the sacred veil of the
finvics was placed on her head, she will remem-
bir thar there was a group of fervent and ear.
fest postulancs that began together the reli-
'Eiuu_r. career. The proup was smaller at the silver

DEA

The death of a lelician Sister marks the last
Cmilestone on her j{:urnu}' Lo r.‘tf:f'nlt].-'. Anather
itele mound, another white cross will mark her
esting place, but there will be a deeper and
‘more relling memory in the hearts of those who
knew and loved her. Their prayers for her will
CHEVET (RS,

Whiether her life was shore or long, her 1llness
Chrief or lingering, the spiritual comforts accord-
w hier were many, Strengthened by every sac
‘imental prace and blessing, while the voice of
Hely Mather the Church sounds above her in
fervent prayer, her freed spirit poes to receive
\the crown and the palm of those ‘who fellow the
Alamb i the heavenly Jerusilem.

The solemn obsequies are austere in thelr sim-
Plir.m In the parlor, on a catafalque, 1n an open
:HSEEEL of smoothly-planed boards rests all chat
iie mortal of the Felician sister. Around it, in

DIAMOND JUBILEE

milestone and perhaps smaller yet ar the golden;
of those who knelt with her then, she perhaps
alone remains, Shealone celebrates her diamond
jubilee.

[t is & sweet yet solemn lesson, and gives the
tender, minor music to o s;ymplmn}- that 15 all
joy!

TH

their whiteness and fragrance; lilies line the edge
of the coffin, concealing the wood shavings upon
which she rests. On the eve of the burial, as the
mournful swell of the Miserere rises through the
arr, a long procession of clergy, fellow religious,
and relatives and friends, preceding the easket;
enters the chapel where Vespers for the Dead
are recited. There she lies in state until the tol-
lowing morning.

After the Requiem Mass, the funeral cortege
slowly winds its way to the cemetery, necom-
panicd by the solemn tolling of the chapel bells.
As the sister pall-bearers lower the body into the
grave, the Safoe Regina bursts forth from the
hearts of her fellow-Sisters and rises o the
throne of the Queen and Mather of merey. The
Felician has reached the last milestone. Keguer-
ervat i Pace!

Wihen o sisie’s soul goce po meet her God, wnd her rensiting sire put 16 rest inoa smople woolan maffin, she bt compliered her nul jlise

f religtons Life,
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“When God will have deinged to conduct the Felician Sisters to America,
they will find here an extensive field for their labors, such as molding youthful
minds and hearts in the truths of faith and caring for destitute orphans; thus,
schools and orphanages will be their main charge.”

—Letter of Father Dabroteski
to Mother Magdalen, 1874

“Recall to mind, venerable and beloved sisters in Christ, your insignificant
beginnings as a congregation and compare them with what you behold today
and praise God for all. . . . You were as & mustard seed and you have grown
ke unto a tree, under whose shade both the spouses of the Lord and the pove
of Chrigt find shelter.”
—ud cirewlar by Father Hondrat
on the 25th anniversary
af the congregation, 1880

“My dear Mother!l. .. I congratulate you, Mother , . . that now you are
able to serenely contemplate the fruits of your work and sacrifice and enjoy the
maturing of the younger generation. No doubt, your sisters will always render
you réspect, love, and gratitude which are your due for all your labors, because
all beginnings are difficult, and more so in America. And the province there is
indebted to you, Mother, for what it is today. Rest assured, dear Macher, that
as the Mother of the congregation, I will always be lovingly grateful to you
for your work on behalf of the American province.”

—Leétter of Mather Angeia to Mather Monica
in America, 894

“ .. .vyou have not ceased to serve God, but have gone forward spreading
the kingdom of Christ and the seraphi¢ spirit both in other parts of our land
and even in the western hemisphere. . . . Toddy on this anniversary, joy fills
our hearts as we view the expansion of your congregation throughout the world
and its solicitude for thousands of souls,”

—d civenlar of Father Honorat on the
50th anniversary of the congregation, 1905
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CAND HIS MERCY IS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION,™

Grozuth and Development of the Congregation

in Countries and Prouvinces

POLAND

Wangaw

HE FELICIAN SISTERS rejoice in the
thought of God's mercy as they conrem-
'_:m: the growth and development of their con-
greganinn from country to country and provinee
oy pt‘nwm_i_

The seed was sown in 1854 when Sophia and
ﬂler eonsin gathered seyeral orphans and aged
wemen in o modest flat in Warsaw, On Novem-
’ﬁur.l 1855, alr:ad}r in larger quarters on Mos-
i hr_rm:t Saphia consecrarerd herself entirely
1 God's service and laid the foundarion of a
hcmdlgmus congregation. In 1858 the budding
gammunity made its final rrnnr.f'u_r to the former
?illl.ﬂk] Library on Danillowiczowska Street.
Known simply as “The Institute of St. Felix,"”
this building was actnally the first morherhouse
of the ctur1g1&gatmn and the nucleus of all its
gpuﬂl:uhl. works. In addition ro the administra-

The Eduaki Libssry, fisr motherhonss of the compremtion, inm
whieh che siscory mowed 0 TH5E

IvsTrmure or S, Feuix

thon, novitiare, and cloistered hranch of the con-
gregation, the convent accommodated an orphan.
age and schodl for poor girls, & home [or a ﬁEd
women, a small private hospital, a catee
menate, and 4 center for Franciscan tertinres
and lay retreatants.

Directing the growth of the congregation 1n
these formative vears in YWarsaw were succes-

stvely three superiors, the first three members of

the community. Chosen first for the position
was Mother Cunegundis Rhebinder, who was
succeeded by Mother Veroniea Ciechanowsks,
the Toundress’ cousin, Both held the position
only for a short time, for in 1850 Mother Angela,
under pbedience to her director, assumed the
ofhice which she had humbly declined until then.
Uler her capable direction, the congregation
expanded its charitable and social apostolate
bevond the confines of the mocherhouse.

The sisters soon took charge of a convalescent
hospital for poor women, a home for wayward
girls and fallen women, and twenty-seven rurul
sortal centers, They also visited the sick and the
paor, prepared children for the sacraments, and
directed pious socicties, especially thar of the
Living Rosary.

Almost all the activity of the first ten years
was limited to the central and eastern stetions
of Poland then under Russian rule. Only one
nursery, opened in 1861, was located 1n Cracow
in southern Poland, on territory controlled by
Austria.

The rapid development of the congregation’s



Fe— e

activities was paralleled by an increase in mem-
bership, both auguring a- bright future with
great apostolic pction. In 1864, nine years after
the founding, there were 200 professed sisters,
10 of whom were cloistered, and 72 novices-
outnumbering all other contemporary religious
communities of women in Poland.

Then, suddenly, on December 17, 1864, came
the dreaded decree of the Russian government,

Danvacurare Heart or Mary Provivce—Cracow

For one year following the suppression decree
the congregation was seemingly non-existent,
Only its Cracow nursery on Austrian territory
continued 1 operation and sheltered several
sisters ousted from the Russian zone. The ma-
Jority of the disbanded H:Hh:rs., hewever, ri-
[I]"'an;:d ||l wnrﬂd“‘ n.‘ll'H._'i ”.'.5 Ln‘r"lr“ﬂ.‘i’ I'1’LLI'I;.I.‘]'||‘
continuing rtheir rehigions life and apostolate in
secular garh,

The trial came to an end on September 8,
1865, when the Austrian government permitred
the sisters to re-establish their congregation in
Cracow. Summoned by Morher Angela, the dis-
banded sisters began to garher in Cracow at
the nursery, and on November 21, 1863, they
resumed normal religious life at the provisional
motherhouse on Mikolajska Street, In 1870 the

Preswasional metherhouse on Mikelaska Steeer, in Grincow, where
Jighanded statiees wers foanited 0 JEEj

administration and novitiate were moved to the
new motherhouse built on Smelensk Streer and
dedicated to the Immaculare Heart of Mary.
Calls for sistirs came from all parts of south-
ern Poland and the congregation entered on an-

i

suppressing the mngnganun and irs esble
ments and ordering the sisters to recorm ol
ular life. Bur this was only an apparent e
blew. Contrary to human calealations, 12 s
merely as an instrument ro spread theeo
tion to the southern seetion of Poland, whi
development would soon necessitate: the 88
sion into provinces.

Present mothechioose of the Immiculnte Heees of Blan T
on Smedensk Streee in Cracow, Poland

c:ri'n:r phase af its apostolate, with 4 nr.wrn{
sis on educational work, especially in nirhar
us, In addition to orphanages, nurseries i
cial centers, the sisters were now given ¢
elementary and intermediate schools, vieh
schools, student boarding homes, and s
centers. Many of these establishments ¥
cated in urhan areas, sach as: Lwow, §
lawow, Belz, Wieliczka, Sokal, Tarmow,
mysl, Rzeszow, Gorlice, Iums!aw
Twonicz: orhers in r::wns and V!Hngtﬂm !
following: Strzyzow, Kodow, Grzymalow, U
now, Drohowyz, Mumwh.l Besk, R
hr}st} now, Zbaraz, Krosoenko, Eintm
niowee and Sniatyn. At the mmherh;uﬂ
Smolensk Street they opened a eatechu
for Jewish girls and a free kitchen for pu:l
dents.

After the move o Cracow, Mother Angelas
mained the superior until 186g, when el
signed because of ill health, Her term was
pleted by Morher Mary Ann Bielska, [n
at the gencral chaprer held in Cracow, Mol

Mary Magdalen Borowska was eleceed




perior general, a otle used for the first ome in
the congregration.

I accordance with the Ct?lﬂ"t‘iﬂ.l]‘ii]l‘l'—i Ll
porarily approved by rthe Holy See in 18igg,

parate general and pmwnu.ﬂ .L{im.m-.'rr.m{:-n-i
thad 10 be 1urmu1 Consequently, n 1g9o1 the
Cracow proyince wis f'nmm“y estahlished as
siich, and a provincial admimstration appointed,
‘with Mother Mary Columba Trzecieska as the
st provincial superior. The superior general
Vel her couneil remained at ehe provineial moth-.
ethouse on Smolensk Streer unol 1gog when
rmnsfer was made to a separate general house,
fedicared to Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, on
Bstory  Street.

Mather Mery Columba "Frzecioska

[gor=1qaT] i

Mothary Mary Albercine Puszei
LLgao=1a2d)

Mother Mary Cherabin lasinaka
=103 ligrg-taaa)

Mocher Mary Theodorai Chroslhszka
[T923-1935)

Succeeding Mother Calumba in the office of
provincial superior were Mother Mary Cheru-
bim Jasinska (1go7-1913), Mother "'nl.ln Le-
ona Wojtuszko (1913 tQ-U.-. Mother Mary AL
berting Puszer (g J—EJ- 1y Mother Mary The-
odora Chruslinska (1g23-193¢), Mother Muary
Melchiora Uhrynowicz (1935-1946), Mearther
Mary Bronislava Brzesinska le,_pﬁ_ 52}, and
the present Mother Mary -"my:].i Prendowslka.,

The activines of the provinee continued with
but hirele inrr_rrupﬁun throeghout the II-"'r"»nrll
War | and reached new dl:\tflf:pﬂhﬁh in the
years thar fullowed, World War L1 and s after
math, however, complerely ¢hanged the char
acter of the sisters’ work,

Muther Mary Lictrm Welhesko

Muocher My Melctiorn Uhevnowics
[ Tieass roadh)
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Mother Mary Bronialavas Breacginska
gy fi-tgpgad

The Communist government gradually forced
the congregation te withdraw from its schools
and charged it instead with the care of abnormal
children. Limited in many other phases of their
activity, the sisters offered their services to the
pnnshes performing clerical work, taking care
of sacristies, visiting the poor and the gick, and
conducting catechism classes. They also con-
tinge to operate their orphanages, nurseries,
sewing centers, and liturgical vestment work-
shops.

Despite the uncertainty of the times, candi-

Our Lany oF Czesrocnows Provivce—Lwow-Przesyse

The frsy matherhouse of Cur Lady of Crosiachowa Provinee,

Lo raio-tiyel

18

Mother Mary Anpels Prendawslo
{ta50- i

dates sull apply for admission to the cong
tion in relatively large numbers. The st
themselves consider the curtailment of th
tivities as a singular opportunity for intess
ing their spiritual life and thus prepanng/ig
their future tasks.

Today the Immaculate Heart of Mary pug
ince numbers 168 sisters who serve one arcll
ocese, Cracow, and five dioceses in ‘southm
Paoland: Tarnow, Preemysl, Katowice, Cr
chowa, and Wroclaw,

To facilitate the administration of the g
Cracow province the superior general, Moth
Mary Magdalen, and her council decided 18
ganize another province in southeastern Pl
Consequently, in July, 1g1e, Our Lady af
tochowa provinee was formed, with headius
ters in thecity of Lwow. To form the anclosi
the new provinee, the mother foundation
Cracow yielded 122 sisters together with s
teen establishments: seven elementary sch
four orphanages, four kindergarrens, and
boarding schools, located in Lwow, Sokal;
Kozlow, Zolkiew, Uhnow, Drehowyz,
niowee, Sniatyn, and Zbaraz.



The first provincial superior, Mocher Mary
giret Radwanska (rg10-1916), and her suc-
It Maother M.'j_r'}' Chernbim jaa_.:-‘-ins!ta [ Tg1f-
g‘:i:l. gufdr_'d the prm-'im_'t rhmug]: the eritical
vears of World War 1. Uhe sisrers shared tn
ihe agonics of the war, as they were stationed in
i around Lwow, wh:ch was the seene of some
iif the fiercest bartles, Many of their institutions
were transformed into emérgency hospitals and
IrJ'H.In‘_'ILH.'I' of sisters offered thetr yervices in feld
hospitals upon the invitation of military author-

-~ The third pr:wiminl supertor, Mother Mary
Magdalen Bronek (1922-1925), remodeled the
Nathall motherhouse wlmh could barely accom-
miedate fifty persons. She also made provisions
i:ra convent chapel, since the sisters had been
uung the parish church for their exertises. On
iy 14, 1923, the chapel was dedicated and
g:m]eged with daily exposition of the Blessed
erament. Lipon Mother Magdalen's death i
s, hier predecessor, Mother Cheruhim, filled
e vacancy for one year.
The special cancern of the following two pro-
vincial superiors, Mother Mary Norbere Polo-
thowska (1626.1932) and Mather Mary Gerard
Lemweber (1632-1944), was the Earht‘nng of
unds for the construction of 2 more spacions
_{qnthurhuu&.c‘

The outbreak of World War I1, however,
_fﬂlsﬁ:‘-t&d these plans. Shartly, the sisters were
forced to abandon all their establishments and
i remove their religious garb.

-
Dacher Mery Marpares Kodwanska

(igra-1yifl

Uhdertaking

Mucher Muory Cherohim Jasingka
{rgadh =2l

The present mothorhause of 'the meanitrocied Lwow-Preemyal
Peowinee (tgesl

whatever fitting occupations they could find, the
younger and healthier sisters earned their own
Iving and provided support for the old and in-
firm members of the province.

Maother Gerard, the provincial superior, died
during the war in tgqy. Seon after her death,
the sisters left 1.wow, and migrated west to the
Silestan ternitory recovered by Poland after the
war, The administration and novitiate found
temporary lodging at the Cracow motherhouse,
until permanent quarters were provided in 1946
in Przemysl at a h:zardmg school belonging to
TI'H. L'I:ILH'VH ]"']'ﬂV'I'I'I\,E

Puring these painful years of resertlement,
the office of provincial superior was held by

Mother Mary Josepha Boreayk, who flled the

Mocher Xary Mupgdalen Bromek
lrpediyga]




Masher Miry Norberr Palochowsin

Mazher Mary Gered Leinwzber

(NEVELR et (Toqade]

vacaney following the death of Mother Gierard.
In 1646 Mother Mary Boguslawa Lason was ap-
pointed for the position, but because of her
eleation to rhe general council at the chaprer
held that year, Mother Josepha again ook up
the office for the next six years (1g46-1952). The
general chapter officially sanctioned the transfer
of the provintial motherhouse and novitiate

Tapre 1
PERIODIC GROWTH OF THE LWOW-PRZEMYSL

Mnihet Mary Tosepha Boreayk

Mather Miry

(lygg=-19400 T1ogh-tngal O+

from Lwow to Przemysl and approved thes
ters’ new apostolate in western Poland,

The present provincial superior i Mifh
Mary Eusebia Hadrys, elected in Izé; )
province numbers 248 sisters who st 1]
tablishments acquired since 1944

The charts below give a picture of the &8
ince during its forty-five years of existenie

PROVINCE

MTSSION KINDER- CHILG CARE HEALI'H radiisy
YEAR SISTERS HOTSES SOHOOLS GARTENS THETITUTLONS CLINICS Witk
G118 197 137 6 7 4 1 15
iy pie 187 1q 5 L1 3 | 11
1930 L] i 7 ™ 4 3 14
LGB 196 e d 14 f ! 13
E054 ulis i1 - i 2 o) F

Tapee I1

POST-WAR FLUCTUATION IN ACTIVITIES OF THE PROVINCE

PATIENTS TREATED

CHILDREN IN

VEAR UHEIHAN ATES DISFENSARIES
1646 323 3y146
1947 326 13,150
Tah 200 350
tgag 45 20,0
IyRo G L) AT,240
1g51 264 17,560
1942 PEg 14,500
1651 150 Do 00
1554 143 2o, 8o

I CLINTOS AND IN

T2

CHTLOEES Pl

CHILDREN CHILDREN TN CATECHEMES
IN SCHOOL RINDERGATIENS B RATER RS
1,008 1040
1, G0 Heo 154
1,580 750
1,530 730
i3ly 590
Lo sh7
o84 §30
360 450

450



e sisters had never lost hope of returning to
cradle of rheir congregation—to Warsaw,
which they had been banished in 1864
di [}'JIH_L years. laeer, in 1ga7, the first ate
fmpr was made when three sisters from the
Crilcow province went to Warsaw in secalar
ind worked there in dispuise among the
ldren. |"1n"l.ujr gy, the Lnng‘r[_gahnn was
nly given charge of a home for the incurably
kiek i the city.

Alrer World War 1, the congregarion decided,
i the generil cﬁﬂ.ptt‘r of 1gie, to Esrah]mh a new
atsiw province under the ntle of Our Lady
Queen of Poland. A twenty-five acre site was
[ i'ln'.rﬂd m Wawer, then a suburbh of W ArsawW,
gifce 1551 incorporated as 2 part of the city.
merly 4 summer camp, the property con-
eil of one brick building and thirreen cottages
were soon converted into a TeMmporary
Vent, (uarters for aspirants, an orphanage,
e m;'hnni, and a kml.tt:rq.a.rn_n
he province officially came into existence on
::l;rher 4 1922, with the appointment of its
-: administrative body. Assigned to organize
e new foundation were a group of sisters from
existing provinces both in Paland and in
tica. The American provinces continued to
| their support throughour the formative
ars, supplying the Warsaw motherhouse not
- with necessary provisions bur also with a
imher of sisters to staft its estublishments. Of

seven provinein] superiors who have headed
Warsaw province until now, all, excepr the
were American-born and nng‘maﬂ}r mem-
hers of e of the provinees in the United Seates.

Lpon the appointment of Mother Mary Pre-
dntatia Preyborowska as first provincial superi-
{1022-1926); the proyvinee held only four es-
hinents: the matherhouse in "ﬁaw&r. tWo
wn houses in Warsaw, and one in Wisniewo,
om, however, the sisters were also stationed at
yalg, Chelm, Jadwinow, and Lasin.
Ammediarcly 1n 1922, construction of a new
ptherhause was begun, and two years later the
g was ready for occupancy. In 1928
ground was broken for a new convent church,
but insufficient funds stopped the work until
615, when it was finally completed and opened

o the public.

Our Lapy Query or Porasp Province—Warsaw-Wawer

The matherhouss of Dur Lady Gueen of Poland Proviroe, W B,
Poland {1gzs)

succeeding Moather Presentatia in office were
Mother Mary Albina Mazurowska (1026 11’}1""
and Mother Mary Antonina Omernik (1932
1938}, hoth of Detroit. During this twelve-year
period, the provinee touk charge of eighteen new
estabilishments tn the fol lowing places: Filipow,
Wizajny, Pabianice, Kalisz, Biala Rawska, Bra-
tow, Melgwa, J{ngW, Widawa, Lodz; Grocho:
lice, Otwock, Karczew, Krakow, Piatek, Su
walki, Sarnow, and Mlociny.

At the motherhouse a high school sand Junior
college for girls were opened in 1932 Prior to
tlm., the sisters had already been offering conrses
in liberal arts and pedagogy for their candidates,
whao later completed their studies at other high
er insritutions in Warsaw. In the convent grade
school, 1n aperation from the very ﬁmndfng 1
the prt:l'l.r!ncc' evening adult elagses in reading
and writing were offered for a number of vears
to-meet the needs of the many illiterates in post-
war Poland.




Mather Mary Presentatin Prayherowska

At the outhreak of World War 11, the War-
AW Pr{wince numbered 226 sisters, who statfed
the following establishments: one privace high
school (Wawer), three elementary schonls (Wa-
wer, Wala, Kalizz), fourteen kindergurtens
{(Wawer, Wola, Chelm, Wisniewo, Lasin, Kalisz,
Biala, Rzgow, Widawa, Lodz, Otwock, Kar-
cxew, Piatek, Sarnow), five homes for aped wom-
cn (Warszawa, Wisniewn, Rzpow, Krakow,
Mlociny), and six ﬁv.':wing centers (Lasin, Wi-
zajny, Biala, Widawa, Lodz, Sarnow).

In 1938 Mother Mary Angelica Pilarska was
appointed provincial superior, but ill health
compelled her to resign after two months. The
office was then entrusted to Mother Mary Sim-
plicita Nehring, originally from Buffale, who re.
mained in the position for the next eight years
duting the trying period of World War 11 In
142 Mother Simplicita, as an American citizen,

Mother Mary Simplicita Nehrinz

Seahor My Albita Marurtwszn
tgaa-tozs) (rnzfiinya) SRR

Mecher Mary Mipdalene Rozanskn
{138 L f) {1gyh-teggal

b
A

Mother Muary Antoinn Gl

was interned by the Nazis in the Warsas i
for nine wecks. !

The wartime vicissitudes; often el
heroism particularly during the Warsay ,+
ing in 1944, left the province matertally
but morally stronger than it had been. s
time the provinee lost two of s elen
schools, one in Kalisz, the ather in 1
Waola Street, while the school in Radam,
in 1g44, was closed by the schrol brrd
three vears of existence, Post-war recunsipid
of the province lay in the hands of rhe Hew
vincial superior, Mother Mary Wl
Rozanska (1g946-1952), _

At present, on the matherhouse premiss
sisters continue to conduet their high schonlis
junior college, elementary school, il
parten: The orphunage, formerly under HEs
tronage of St. Felix, was renamed the Fili

Maother Marv' Uslisznte ISR
(igez ) i




ers’ Home for Children in 1946, in accord-
ice with the wishes of the government, Since
.} this home is exclusively a boarding school
dir girls in the elementary grades.

At other mission houses of the province, the
waters are engaged mainly in catechetical in-
tion and parish work, which includes care
erisries and of vestments, clerical wark in
e, and similar functions. According to
latest available statisties, Our Lady Queen
land pravince numbers 261 sisters and nine-
mission houses, two of which are located in
ocalled “Western Lands' regained after
wir. Mather Mary Calasantia Fuja has been
vincial superior since Tgg2.

ie Congregation of the Felician Sisters did not
permanent root in any other Furopean
tuntry although for shorter or longer periods
if timic it offered its services to several groups
of Poles outside of Poland.
In 1887 the sisters took charge of a Polish or-
and nursery in Czerniowce, Rumania,
ot t ¢ mission was discontinued some fifty
luter.

They also worked in the small country of
Hosnin, where approximately jo,000 Poles had

i

High Schocl and Jumior College nt the Warsaw  matherfous:
K sy

OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

settled in sixteen colonies. Three sisters were
sent there in 1go3, and remained for the next
year and a half’ conducting a rural school and
doing social werk in the colony of Martyniee.

I'or a period of seven months during World
War I, the congregation ministered to the needs
of the Polish r-::fugm:s in Vienna, Austria.

Calls for sisters came also from Bulgaria and
France, but the congregation lucked sufficient
members to answer these requests,
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Trvmieuliee Fleart of
Mary Counvent

Sr. Cajetan
Se. Felx
S Hedwii

. 5t Teresn

. 5e Latherine

S, Angela

. IDNvine Providence

ot Joseph
. Benedict

St. Chrstine

BI. Bronislava
St. Michael

St Adalbearr
Holy Child Jesus

. St Casimar

St Stanislans

Chur Lady of
Caestachowa

. 5t John of Duela

St Frances of Assist

. Holy Family

. Bl Salomea
1. Immueulate Conception

Saered Hearr

. Queen of Poland

. Queen of the Holy

Rozary

. BrAnthony
. Christ the King

, Our Lady of Good

Counsel

Char Lady Mediatrix
of Grace

Cur Lady of Bochn

CRACOW

TYPE OF a0TIVIFY &1 PEESENT

Mocherhouse, novirlate, Hroreicn] vestment
workshop, altar bread hakery, student kitch-
en, tispensary and home natsing

Kindergarren

Sewing school with boarding facilities
Kindergarten

Hame for mentally retarded children, lin-
dergarten, liturgical vestment workshap

Kindergarten, sewing sg |!unl dispensary
and home nursing, care of sacrlsn

Convalescent home for sisters, sewing for
livelihnod, litargmeal vestment workshop
Home for mentally rernrded children, care
rJF T f'tnl}"

Kindergarten, dispensary and home nursing,
care of saeristy

[Momie for geed womesn

Sewing for livelihood, garment workshop,
d:ap&r:sar}r nnd home nursing, care of sacriscy
Kindergarten

Nursery, care of sacristy

Kindergarten, care of snorsty
Kinderparten, sewing school, dispensary
and home nutsing. care of sactisty

Home Ffor childeen, kindergarten, care of
SACHELY

Care of sacristy

Haome for children, kindergarten, licurgical
vesrment workshop

Kindersareen, sewing school

Kindergareen

Home for mentally retarded children, care-
cherical instruction, dispensary jhd home
nursing

TMome for children, kKindergarten
Dispensary and home nursing, care of
.s.n{:nst}r

Sewing fur livelihood, care of sacristy
Liturgical vestment workshop, garment
workshop, catechetical instruction
Kinderiarten, carg of sacrisey

Kindergarten, catcchetical Insrruction,
care of sacristy

Buarding school, kindergarten, sewing
sohiool

Home for children, kindergarten, care of
sEETisty

Kindergarten, dispensiry and home
nursing, care of sacristy

Baarding school

LLhC AR

Cracow

Cracaw
Cracow
Przemysl
Tarnow
Cricow
Preemysl
Iwanicz

Beska

Cracow
Krystvnow

Cracow
Rieszow
Crarlice
Jarostow

Lakopane

Tirnow
Caachowice

Tyniee

Crucow
Nowy Sucz

Bielsko-Rialn
Diobranowics

Grybow
Praszka

Liszki
Stroza
Cracow
Cracow
Cragow

Bochnia
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Unir Lady of the Angels

tur Lady Help of
Christians

. Parronaze of St Joseph
1. Pasronage of St Joseph

EFMTARLISHMENT

1 Our Lady of

9, Gur Lady of the Anuels

Crestochowa Canvent

g. I-__l:n[].-' Family

& Sacred Heart

4

i

;'ill

Clueen of Poland

B Anthuny

% Patronugs of St Joseph

1. Francis

Mercy of God

s ot Ehizabech

_»{JJIII‘ Lady of Perpetual

Help

4, Christ the King
84 St Joscph
G, At Veronica

cat Felix

L Assumption

i1 Our Lady of Good

3. Immztulate Conception

Courael

 Presentation’ of the
- Blessed Virgin Mary

S, Clare

Kindergarren, liturgical vestment workshop,
catechetical instruction

Health resare for ehildren ( Preventorium)

Home for mentally retarded children
Convalescent home for sisters, sewing for

livelihood
LWOW-PRZEMYSL

IVPE OF ACKIVITY a1 PRESENT
Matherhouse, nevitiare, kindergarten,
liturgical vestment workshop, alter bred
bakery
Catechetical instruction, parish work
(clerical and soeclal), care af sacrisey
I_I‘HIHE i’l{r l."l]l]l']rl;:ﬂ, I"'.IH{‘I:TEH.TWH’
vateehetical instruction
Catechetical instruction, care of sacristy
Home for children, Sindergarten, cate-
thetical instruction, parish work (elerical
and socizl)

Kindergarten, dispensary and home nurs-
ing, care of sacristy

Catechetical instruction, dispensary and
home nursing, care of sacristy

Sewing for livelihood, pansh work (clerteal
and aneinl)

Kinderzareen, care of sscnisty
Catechetical instruction, dispensary and
home nursing, eare of sueristy
Kindergarten, dispensary and home
nursing, cire aof sacristy

Kindergoreen, dispensary and home
nursing

Sewing sclioal, catechetien] Instruction,
cire of cnoristy

Catecherical instruction, altar hread bukery,
purish work (cléerical and =ocial)
Catechetical instruction, dispensary and
home nursing, care of sadristy

Kindergarten, catecherical instruction,
dispensary and home nursing, care of
sacristy

Kindergarcen, dispensary and home
nursing, care of sacristy

Dispensary and home nursing, parish work
{elerical and sotial}, care of sacristy

Parish work (clerical and social), care of
SHUTIEEY

Parish work (clerical and social), care of
SRCTISTY

Catechetical instruction, dispensary and
home nursing, care of sacristy

Llmien
Cracow

Cracow
Lakopane

LOCATTON
Pracrysl
Susred
Pszczyna
Zerniki
Gliwice
Belzec
Majdan Sopocki

Craszkow

Marnl
SposEowice

stary Las
Creszanow
Cileznica

Ny
Scinawn Mala

Mecina

Chodywance
Rytro
Cleszanow
Lipsko

Balnmist

TGy
1944
Tg7

LG4

PBATE
LF

OFENING

L5

1045
Togs
Ly
194§
igab
146
Iu+ﬁ

R ETE
1ggh

1947
[9+E
1645

15449




WARSAW-WAWER

TETABLISAMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT TACATIRN i
|
1. Our Lady Quessi ot Mothethowss, noitiane, Kindergarten, W arsnw W awer
Palund sewing for livelithood, Hturgica] vestment

workshop, garment workshop

2.'St. Anthany Hirge: fuir nFEd' women, sewing for liweli- Tadwinow
hood, catechetical mnstruction, dispetisary
and home nursing
1. Sr. Stanislans Liturgicul vestment workshop, catecherical Warsaw
| instruckion, oare -l.lr Eﬂl:'irlﬁ'l'.:r’
4 St. Roch Institurion for incurables Watrsaw
:. Patronage of 5t Joseph Home far aged women, kindergarten Wisnicwo
fi. Trmmaculate Heart af Flemen :q.rr school, high schoal, and junior Warsaw- Wawer
Mury pollege with bearding facilites
7, 8t. Anthony Wark in 4 municipal hospital, carechetical Lasin
inserction, cire of sacristy
f. 5e. Joseph Cﬂt:chuﬂclul insrruction, dispensary and balias
home nursing, care of sacriscy
5. S, Vincent Catechetical instructian, dispensary and Rt
hotne nursing, care of sacristy
1o &t Bonaventure Kindergarten, catechetical instruction, Widawa
dispensary and home nursing; care of
SHCTISTY
11, Divine Providence Carecherical instrucrion, dispensary and Liods
home nursing, earc of sacristy
12, Uy Lady of Carecherical instruction, dispensary and Orwodk
Caestochown home nursing, care of sacristy
13. St Andrew Bobola Sewing school, catechetical instruction, Hadom

dispensary and hotme nursing

14 Holy Name Kindergarten, sewing school, catechetical Milics
imstrugtion, dispensary and hame nursing,
care ol Facristy

1z, &t Frands Carechetical instruction, dispensary and Stargard
home nursing, care of sacristy
16, Immaculare Conception  Sewing for livelihood, caotechetical mstrue- Crulegyce
tion, dispensary and home nursing, care of
AACTISLY
17. Presentarion of the Sewing for livelihood, catechetical instruc. Thebnn Luabuskie
Blemsed Viegin Mary tion, dispensary and home nursing, care of
SHEI"IFT.'}"
18 Our Lady Mediatrix Sewing for livelihood, carechetical instroc- Ruda Huta
ol Grace tion, dispensary and home nursing, care o
: SACrIEty '
g, Our Ladw of the Sacred  Sewing for livelihood, eatechetical inseruc- Sawin
Heart tion, dispensary and home nursing, care of
SAUTINTY

bl




THE UNITED STATES

K l:tl:l:l"l yeurs after the founding of the cangre-
nin Poland, five sisters crossed the Atlaniic
1o apen the first Felician foundation in America.
God's blessing sustained taeir efforts so effec-

The finie moetherhonse of the Amercan foundaton fn Palonis,
Wlistiarn (174-1#E2)

The history of this oldest Felician province in
America is at the same time the history of the
tgregation in the first twenty-five years of its
eigrence in the United Staens.
Calls for Felician Sisters came from America
i Poland as early as 1867, bur the congregation
lcked sufficient members to answer these re-
ts. Repeated urgent pleas, however, coming
e 1870's from Wather Joseph Dabrowski, a
missianary among the immigrant Poles,
tE# superiors to undertake the venture in
. Chosen for this missionary work were
ather Mary Monica Sybilska, superior, Sister
Mary Cajetan Jankiewicz, Sister Mary Wen-
';-:u aus Zubrzycka, Sister Mary Vincentine
alwa, and Sister Mary Raphael Swoze-
lew sk,
'@J‘I the eve of November 21, 1874, the five
preers arrived at Sacred Heart parish in Po-
wraa, Wisconsin, where Father Dabrowski was
pastor. The quume day, on the feast of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
ghe mineteenth anniversary of their founding in
foland, the sisters began their apostolare on
the new continent.

-
e |

tively that today the congregation has sceven
provinces in the United States with a toral mem-
hership of over 3,700 sisters,

Pressnratioy oF THE BLessen Virgin Mary Provivce—Derrorr-Livonia, MicuiGas

The second motherhouse of the Presentation of the Blesse] Viegin
Mupry Provines in Betroir, Michigon (188219360

Losing no time for adjustment to the strange
country, the sisters immediately began their ed-
ucational and charitable work, On December 3,
1874, scarcely two weeks after their arrival, they
opened a two-room parish school in their home
with an initial enrollment of thirty children.
Five days later they accepted the first aspirant,
a candidate to the congregation too young to be
admitted to postulancy. Several months later
the sisters took in an eighteen-month-old or-
phan, the first charge of the future: St. Clare
Orphanage.

In addition to these works the sisters accom.
panied Father Dabrowski on his missionary
vigitsy to the Indiang at a nearby reservation;
they wrote and printed elementary textbooks;
Mother Monics organized and directed an AL
tar Society for women and an Association of
Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament for men.

Poverty and trials marked these pioneering
duys. In their first residence, the former rectory,
the gisters set aside only two rooms for their
cloister and used the remaining two as class
rooms during the day and dormitories for their
charges at night. The foad, supplied from day to
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hardly sufficient to feed the growing houschold.
The main meal on their first Christmas Eve in
America, for instance, consisted of baked pota-
toes and bread. T'wo consecutive fires, in March
and May, 1875, burned down the rectory, the
sisters’ home, and the church, depriving the sis-
ters of all they had in material possessions: a
library of 200 spiritual and educational books,
a supply of clothing, and some #8c0 in alms
solicited for the building of a convent.

Bent by sorrow but uncrushed, the sisters trod
the way of the cross, upheld by the example of
their leaders. Mother Monica, & valiant woman,
inspired her sisters with Christian fortitude and
confidence repeating in words and action, “Love
demands sacrifice” and "God wills it." Father
Dabrowski, a man of strong faith and mission-
ary zeal, immediately set his hand to brick and
mortar, and by September, 1876, he had com-
pleted a new church, a combination convent and
schoal, and a rectory.

Anmid these trials, the congregation was
blessed by an increase of members and apostohe
works, On April 16, 1875, the first postulant was
admitted, soon to be followed by twe other as-
pirants. On November 21, 1876, the reception
of the first three novices marked the opening of
a Felician novitiate in America. In 1877, the

The present motherhonse jn Livania, Michizan (1536)

Polonia foundation wasg anu::_l iniﬁf
American provinee, with Mother Margl
as prnwncm] supermr That samey
hegan teaching in a number of Pal
parishes in ather states. They staffed
La Salle, lllincis (1877), Bay Ci
(1878]), Detroit, Michigan (18],
(188c), and Buffalo, New York (1881
As the congregation continued
apostolate to more distant states,
cided to transfer their motherhouse o/l
a more centralized location. Conseruent
1§82, with rthe permission of Bishop (2
Borgess, ordinary of Detroit, they
newly constructed building on St
Canfield Avenues, transferring
ministration, novitiate, school foe
orphanage for girls. Father Dabro
panied the sisters ax chaplain and
In its new location, the pruwnnu,
Presentation of the Blﬂ&ﬂlﬂi Vl.rgllil
veloped rapidly during the nest
Guiding its growth in these fornat
Mother Mary Monica, provincil s
189, and her successor, Mother Ml
Pydynkowska, in office until tgi:‘;.‘-:;
Most marked were the improve
field of education. In 882 under
browski’s direction the sisters orga




Mozher Mary Monica Syhilska
(1H=fos 0oy

charter the Seminary of the Felician Sisters
in Detroit, a normal school for the academic and
pmf&ss]nna] education of candidates and teach-
srsn-service. Following the c]cf_mnns of the
Baltimore Council of 1883, the sisters also pur-
sued additional studies to meet the require-
ments of the prescribed diocesan school board
graminations. In 1892, Mother Monica began
sending sisters to state normal schoals for teach-
gr certification.

Simultaneously the standards of teaching in
the schools condueted |J‘,' the ::tmgrugatmn WEre
raised to @ higher level. In 1894 a commission of
sisters, guided by Father Dabrowski, drew up a
wi]ubus of studies for the elementary schools,

*Used until the mid-thirties with several revi-
sians, this syllabus aided grearly in providing a
systematic and uniform method of teaching,

In addition to their work in schools, the sis-
ters took charge of St Mary's Home for the

aged, the arphanage for hoys and a ten-bed hos-

ital in Muamtowoe, Wisconsin, in 1884, and the

iaculate Heare of Mary orphanage in Cheek-
towaga, New York, in 185, In 18g7 the sisters
were called to staff the St. Joseph Home for Pal-
Ash Immigrants on Ellis Island, a temporary
sheiter and guidance center for Poles just ar-
qiving in America.

By 1gce, after a quarter of a century of ex-
latence in this country, the congregation num-
\bered approximately 400 sisters, who were in
charge of schools and institutions in eleven
states, extending as far east as Massachusetts.

Meiher Miry Brurona Pydvnkowssks
(18e-1g05)

To provide better administration for the grow-
mu u:-mmumr} and to shorten rr-i'lelunE; dis-
tances, it tha.mL L‘-:pfdlent ta fﬂrm o second
American Prnvmu_ in Buffale, in 'IQOJ The
mother province supplied the first sisters to-
gether with rthe schools and institutions located
in the Eastern states as a nuclens of the new
province.

For the next three and a half decades the De-
troit provinee continued its apostolate under the
successive administration of fiye provincial su-
periors: Mother Mary Cajeran  Jankiewics
(1goo-1go7), Mother Mary f'vf.tgddlu_n Bronek
(1oo7-1913), Mother Mary Antonind Omernik
(rg13-1920), Motcher Mary Albina Mazurowska
(1g2o-1g26), and Mother Mary De Sales Tocka
(rg26-1938).

The following decades witnessed a rapid ex-
pansion of the congregation’s educational apos-
tolate. Aside from staffing several new elemen.
tary schools each year, the sisters entered the

field of secondary education with the opening of

the ninth grade at St. Josaphat school in Detroit
in 1g915. Gradually they were called to a number
of other newly-formed pansh high schools,
In order to prepare efficient teachers for this
task, the supeniors began sending sisters for
higher studies to the Catholic University of
America and to other colleges and universities
in the country. In 1921 the Seminary of the Fe-
lician Sisters (known since 1938 as the Felician
Academy) was aceredited as a high school for
girls, admitting aspirants as well as other day




Mather Mary Cijetnn Jankiiwice
{poooanmy)

Mocher Mary Albing Mauroviles
[1mzoipgan)

and resident students. The teacher-training
curriculum of the seminary, however, continued
o operate in late afternoon, Saturday, and sum-
mer sessions for teachers-in-service.

In additon to these, the sisters undertook
other apostelic werks. They opened two other
orphanages: the St. Joseph Orphanage for boys
and girls in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, (1g907), and
the St. Joseph Home for boys, i Jackson, Mich-
igan, (1912). Then in 1935 the sisters were called
upon to de domestic work at the Seminary of
55. Cyril and Methodins i Orchard Lake,
Michigan, an institution founded fifry years
earlier by Father Dabrowski. In 1936, at the re-
quest of the late Bishop Michael Gallagher, the

Mutlier Mary Magilslen Bronck
Chgas=taia)
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Morher Mary Astonin £l erive
{10 1038

i~
45

e el S OO DTETE WA

Maother Mary ¢ Sales Tockn
(Tnafoigasi

vaim‘.c mitiated its wark armorng the ]
by taking over the St. Peter Claver Sohing
Detroir (transferred in 1938 to Sacred H
Parish). .

The continued growth of the commusityl
to the formanion of twe more provinces, ey
Chicago in 1910, the other in Coraopolis, He
sylvania; in Ig2o.

Meanwhile the motherhouse in Detrolt, &8
spite four additions te the original st

was fast hecoming too small to aceommodae e i
increasing number of sisters, aspirants urﬁ % T
phans, Consequently in 1936, on Novembe S e
the sisters transferred to a new burlding opd 1
szo-acre site in the suburban township of [} i



wania T he erphanage, now known as the Guard-
Jfan Angel Home, and the Felician Academy re-
mained ar the former location in Derroit.
In September of the following year, Mother
f ary e Sales organized the Presentation Jun-
r College at the new motherhouse, in order to
| Imm;-. the educarion of furure religions teach-
. The college provided the sisters with a two-
&:r general education and with teacher prep-
ration courses leading to a state limited certifi-
e ite. Further studies were pursued ar other in-
Witutions of higher learning.
In 1937 the sisters entered the field of mission-
iry work in Canada. For several vears they con-
ducted Saturday classes in catechism in Ontario,
ut Windsor (1937-1940) and London (1g38-
o). From 1941 to 147 summer religion class-
ey were held at various localities in Manitaba;
Garland, Selater (1941-1942); Grandview (1g41-
lg45); Ethelbert, Keld, Pine River, Renver
lins1-1947); Dauphin, Shortdale {1942-1947);
Cakyille, Fork River (1943-1944); Portage la
Prairie, Rocketon (1943-1g4c): Brandon, Salt
Paint (144-1945).
- By 1937 the American foundation had taken
..:. n root nourished by the sacrificial labors of
§ pioneers, all of whom had already gone to
their eternal resr. Father Dabrowski died first;
in FEhrUﬂ.]‘j’ 1§, 1903, and was followed in dearh
by Mother Mary Cajetan on December g, 1907,
T rl by Maother Mary Monica on September 15,
1911,
'_Elev.'en years later, Sister Mary Raphael died
it the Detroit motherhouse on June 12, igaz,
Sent to America the day after her receprion, she
performed household tasks in Polonia, was por-
bess for thirty years at the motherhouse in De-
moit, and later was engaged in light domestic
[EKs it \{;Lriuu& Emau ITI;.SS;.L'IHH. Kin{inusﬂJ fhj.ld—
i simplicity, and tender piety marked her
,3- vears of life, forty-eight of which were
walilg ]I'I. I'Ehgﬂﬂﬂ
I ln 1923 Mother M: ary “-'antbhus, a first
snsin of Father Dabrowski, died in Buffalo.
e carly years in Ametica were spent as di-
ectress of a..-g.p:run ts, teacher in Polonia and La
[ and supm'l::rr at Ltnmﬂt llinois. From
g to 1894 she was cuum:diar in the TJf:r.n:rlt
sovince, after which she was appointed superior
ﬁfthi: Mm‘]tth{JL home far thL agﬂd When tl‘lE
fuffalo province was formed in 1gog, she he-
L EAme One of its councillors and remained 1in that

a1

office for many years. At her death an June 3,
1923, she was eighty-three vears ald, having
spent sixty years in religious life.

On May 26, 1937, the last of the pioneer
group, the former Felician, Sister Mary Vin-
centine, died in Chicago. In 1888, with the per-
mission of superiors, she had transferred to the
Congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Family
of Nazareth because of her desire to do haspital
work, which was not then an important phase of
the Felician Sigters” apostolate. As Sister Mary
Sulomea, she worked for many years at St. Mary
Hospital, Chicago, first in the pharmacy depart-
ment and later as superior. Lastly she was ap-
pointed superior of her community's orphanage
in Emsworth, Pennsylvania.

Heading the administration of the Livonia
province in the past seventeen years were Moch-
er Mary Tarclia Gaffke (1g38-1946), Mother
Mary Januaria Waojciechowska (1946-1953), and
Mother Mary Annuncia Kramp (1g53- ).

Wartime exigencies dictated many of the
charitable actimities undertaken by T]:ﬂ SISters
during and after World War I1. From 1539 to
1949 the Guardian Angel Home served as a
center for collecting, preparing, and sending
church vestments, supplies; food, and clothing
to war-torn countries, under the auspices of the
Red Cross and the Catholic League of Reli-
glous Assistance to Poland. From November,
1948, to April, 1952, the sisters offered their serv-
ices to displaced persons at the Archdiocesan
FEmergency Shelter located at St. Albertus
School in Detroit. When the Polish Refugee
Colony in Santa Rosa, Mexico, was discontinued
in 1947, the Guardian Angel Home accepted
twenty-five of the prphan girls from there for
further care and education until placement
could be made in foster homes.

Post-war years brought many new develop-
ments. In September, 1947, the former Pres
entation Junior College began to operate as the
four-year liberal arts Madonna College for lay
and religious women alike. The college 1z ac-
credited bjr the Michigan Commission on Col-
lege Accreditation, approved by the State Board
of Education, and authorized to recommend 1ts
graduates for teachers’ certificates on the ele-
mentary and secondary levels. The college 15
also afhliated with the Catholic University of
America and holds membership in the National
Catholic Educational Association and in the As-




Mather Moy Tarcilia Gatfles
[Ty BE-1ah]

sociation of the Catholic Colleges of Michigan,
To meet the local needs, the sisters founded La-
dywood High School for girls, on the mother
house premises in 1ggo. Thar same year the
Guardian Angel Home opened its new summer
camp for girls in Holly, Michigan. Two years
later Madonna College organized 2 remedial
Reading Chnic for children as a civic service.

The rapidly growing locality gave rise to yer
another I:-my.ct In 1953, at the request of the
officials and the leading citizens of Livonia and
of the neighboring towns of Plymouth, Farm-
ington, Northville, and Redford, the sisters
launched plans for the building of the proposed
St. Mary Hospital on the motherhowse grounds.
Hospital work was not an entirely new phase of
apostolic work for the sisters of the Livonia
province. From 1942 fO 148, they r.:{mrh]cted
WO small hospitals in Canada, one in Grand-
view, Manitoba, and the other in Langenburg,
Saskatchewan,

A new development of the home missions
took place when the sisters began giving cate-
chetical instructions to Indians, first n Salt
l“uinr, Manitoba,in the summer of 1945, and
|attr_, n I-'Ehmﬂrv, 1957, at Gills Pier, Mach-
igan. The latter project 1s still being conducred.
Work among the \Te.grnﬂs in Detroit was also ex-
tended to the colored in the new Holy Ghost
school, opened in September, 1g49.

Realizing the apostolic significance of the lay
retreat movement, the sisters offered accom-

]

[

Moather Mary Januana Wajciechoweka
[Tuqf=1u73)

Mother Mary Anmncia Kamps
(igag- |

modations at Guardian Angel Home fm’,
day retreats for professionals (ig.:ﬂ-tg.;ﬂ]
Cana Cuonferences for married mupmi
1951). In Ocrober, 151, Madonna Callege
gan sponsoring week-end retreats and duyes
recollection for various lay EFOUPS, [

To aid the sisters materially in thmr]m
various auxiliary groups have heen ...
Chief among these are the Felician Sisters 4
iliary (1g35), the Advisary Board of H:r
of the Guardian Anpel Home (1046}, and
Board of Direcrors of St. Joseph Home for i
(1935), and the Friends of St. Joseph Homefi
Boys (1937). (Jrhf_r parent Drga,m?at]nuf
.A.lu:mm ETCLITHS gwE agsistance to their | 1n
parochial and private schaols.

In August, 1953, the Presentation of i
Blessed '\-lrgm Mar} Province m.';ml::u:rr:d_
sisters, who taught in §1 elementary, schoold)
parachial high schoals, 2 private high suh 3
dincesan central high schools; and 1 sentorol
lege, with a combined total attendance of s
25,000 students. The sisters also conducted
day nursery, 2 orphanages; 1 reading clini
catechetical centers, and performed dom
‘I\"ﬂl’k ata SEmiﬂﬂ.T}'_

The geographical boundaries of the provis
are connned to one-archdiocese, located i
tront, and to six dioceses In three states: Supt
Grand Rapids, Marquette and Lansing in
igan; Toledo in Ohio; and Fort Wayne i[5
ana.



The mocherhouse of the Immacwlate Heiart of Mary Provinee i
Mafzlo, Now York (rsoo-tgen)

As the Polish immigrants in the United States
ontinued to form settlements and organize par-
whes in various parts of the country, requests
began to pour into the Felician motherhouse in
Detroit for sisters to staff their schools. With a
pancentraton of Poles in Buffala, the sistors
were called in the 188c’s and 18g0’s to conduct
four schaols there at St, Stanislaus, St Adal
bert, Transfiguration, and St. John Kanty par-
shes. At the same time, they took charge of a
mumber of schoals in uther seceiuns of the state
of New York, as well asin Penns}r]tramﬂ. Mary-
lgind, and Massachusetts

This castward expansion prompted the sisters
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Tue Immacvrate Heart or Mary Province—Burraro, New Youe

Frovinee; Bufinle, New Yaork {1929)

to consider the formation of a new province with
a motherhouse located closer to their fields of la-

hor. Consequently, in 18g3 with the approval of

Bishop Stephen V. Ryan, then ordinary of Buf-
falo, and of Mother Mary Magdalen, superior
General, the sisters purchased a six-acre site in
Lhur_me:aga, a suburb of Buffalo. Plans were
drawn urp for a complete set of buildings, but be-
cause of insufficient funds, only the section in-
tended for an orphanage was constructed in
THgL.

With the official division of the Detroit prov-
ince in 1goo, Mother Mary Brunona Pydyn-
kowska (1goo-1g06) became “the first superior af

The prégent motharhouse of the Immaculate Hesre of Mary




Mather-Mary Hrunonn Pyaynkowshka
(g1 yets)

the newly formed Immaculate Heart of H:lr}
Provinee in Butfalo, One hundred fifty-six sisters
anid cighteen mission plages formed its nucleus.
The province continued to expand under the
able leadership of the first superior gy well as
under that of Mother Mary Jerome Schnek
(1go7-1913 and 1g20-1925), and Mother Mary
Sabina Budnik (1g13-1920).

In 1gog the original building plans were real-
ized, providing accommaogdations for a new pro-
vincial mothethouse, novitate, school for as
pirants, and a home for aged women. By 1913
the province numbered approximately foo sis-
ters stationed at 7o widely scattered mission
houses. This situation led ro the organizaton of
a new province with its motherhouse in Ladi,
New Jersey. The Buffalo provinee resained 2871
sisters and 29 houses in the states of New York
and Pennsylvania.

Despite the division the orginal motherhouse
in Cheekrowags soon proved madeguare for the
Buffalo provinee: "I'o meer the need, the sisters
purchased a new site in 1927 on the outskires of
Buffalo, and en May 20, 1929, Bishop William
Turner of Buffalo dedicated the new chapel,
motherhouse, and academy, known hence col-
lectively as Villa Maria. In Seprember of thar
year the academy opened its doors, admitting
both day students and boarders. Aiding in the
upkeep and improvement of these institutions
are the Ladies’ Auxiliary organized in 1927 and
the Villa Maria Men's Aid Association charrered
1 1950.

Mether Mary Jeromes Schnek
{1omm=1grs) Tegan—tyzs]

8y

A

Muother ;'-'h.l']-' .'q.:l].l'hna w

[eyza-Eosy

Through the years, Villa Mara has
the center of many religious devotinns @
monies: processions to the grott af Gu
public novenas, holy hours on Thursdag?
night Mass on the first Saturday of each
These and other services bring many m
of the Eucharistic Chrise and His Morheri
treats for the laity, conducted since Igat
also attracted a large arrendance.

The sisters of the Immaculice Heart af
Province devote themselves principally fug
ing in elementary and secoadary se
neg]errmg ather works of mercy }\ropu-
congregation. They conduct an orphimnig
4 program for menrﬂH} rietirl e Ehﬂl!
connection with it, two day nurseries, & i
for warking mrls, und a prhulng?:lI
guidance chnie. The sisters dlso E.]ﬂ
gious instruction for public schoal ehildn
duct religious vacation schools; engage |
sion and social work, sew shrouds, dbd e
domestic work in the diocesan house of S
for seminarians. |

The sphere of activity of the provinke
braces the dinceses of Buffilo, Syracused
Ogdensburg 1n the state of New York, sy
the archdiocese of Toronto and the &
Hamileon and Pembroke in Ontario, G

Initiated in 137, the sisters’ upos
Canada consists mdin]} uf cﬂttt]ttti.q,'ﬂ |
tion, language classes, and child care il
nurseries. Since 15 several sisters hnw
been engaged in full-time reaching in th n



-

Mooher Mary Angeling Duspyneka

talled Catholic Separate Schools. In 1951 a Ca-
midian novinate of the mngrezatmn WaAs CAnoni-
coally erecred ar Oshawa, Ontarlo, and two years
l:ltcr the mission huuses in Canada were formed
St a commissariat of the Buffale provinee,
wiath Mother Mary Sylvina Perska as the firse
Bommissary,

I 1945 the Buffala pmvi nte extended t1s ac-
Er‘lr'lt"r beyond the continent, sending its first
“hissionaries to Brazil, where at present the con

_E"'EE’-I-[IIJH conduets four mission houses formed
dnto a general commissariat in 1953

It i pleasant to note that in the cenrtennial

Muother Mary Alexander Rochdrska
agbekgesd

MecherMary Simplicita Nelring

y 3
LigZh-1092) LIgyz-

Mocher Mary Scholazicn Rutkowsie

Te80 LI iE-Lngt]

year of the congreganon, five of the provincial
superiors of the Buffala prnwme can _]uih the
community in its jubilant “"Maggificar™: Moth-
er Mary Angelina Duszynska (1926- 1932), pres-
ently at the motherhouse in Buffalo; Meother
Mary Simplicita Nehning (1632-1938), the pres-
ent superior peneral; Mother Mary Scholiastica
Rutkowska -!JgT'&' tg4fi), bursar at the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Home for Children; Mother
Mary Alexander Kucharska (1g94f-1953), com-
missary general in Nireroi, Brazil, and Mother
Mary Annette l:ruwwk.lm present provincial
superior simce July 11, 1457

Mbrther Mary Arnette Gueowiha
lig4s- 1]



Motuer or Goon CovnseL Provinee—Chicago, lLuxors

Mather of Good Counsel Province came into ex-
istence in August, 1gre, as the second division
of the Detroit province. Tmnsﬁ:m.d to the new-
ly formed province were 213 sisters together
with 20 schools, 3 orphanages, and 1 home for
the aged, located in the states of Hlinois, Wis-
consin, Minnesata, Missoun, Kansas, aml Ne.
braska. The St. J:;seph Orphanage in Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, served temporarily as the pro-
vincial motherhouse and novitinte

Under the direction of Maother Mary Ve-
ronica Kurczewska, thﬁ: first provincial superior
(19ta-1920), the province developed rapidly,
New schoals and institutions were aceepted, the
sisters were sent for hgher edueation to Cath-
alic universities in the country, and permission
was gained in 1913 for daily exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in the motherhouse chapel.
Prudently delegating the direction of education-
al projects to other members of the council,
Mather Veronica tended to the spiritual teaining
of her daughrers At the end of her term of office,
the province numbered {54 sisters, 44 schools,
and 4 orphanages.

' presene motherhonse of Mather of Good Coonsel Provinee,
Chicagso, 1Mintds {1gag)
3

=

Morher Mury Seraphim Jankowska,
ond provincial supedor (1g2o-1972), Wis
fronted wirh rhe difficult task of constru
building large enough to house the m
doubled community. In 1924, a thirty
wis purchased in the city of Chicago, |
sisters were already conducting twenty
Three years later, on May 30, 1427,
inence George Cardinal Mundelen ¢
the new motherhouse, chapel, schoal fi
ants and Good Counsel High School for gl

In 1932, Mother Mary Jolanta Pawlics
ceeded to the office of provincinl superiar, T

The first mietherhouse of Mother of Good Courme! Py
Chicapn; inois (1gro=1027)

oo
.“ " |[B]8
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Mather Mircy Verohion Kurciewika
(g o= 1y

ing the fourteen yeurs of her term (1932-1946,
the wark of the province was extended to the
states of Alabama, Texas, North Dakota, and
- Loulsiana, The professional rrnining initiated by
the Jormer provincial superiors was now carried
an more intensively and expanded to include
nursing and rthe allied branches of hospital serv-
[
: In 193G, the sisters took charge of 5r. Mary
Huspital in Centralia, Illinois, and three years
luter they staffed the local hospital in Bastrop,
Luuisiana, where they remained for the next ten
VRIS,

[n addition to fourteen new schools accepted
during Mother Jolanta's provincialate, the sis-
ters undertook carecherical instruetions for pub-
lic school children. In the state of Nebraska
wlone, they conducted Christian Doctrine class-
g ar twenty-two different centers.

The field of home missions opened to the sis-
ters in 1938 when they took charge of the Holy
Family Scheol for \TEETDLL. 1n B:rumu__,hﬂm, Ala-
bama. In 1944, another new venture of charity
ledd seven sisters in secular garb to the tempo-
rary Polish refugee colony in Santa Rosa, Mex
itn, where for a period of about three years, they
tonk care of the refugee orphans and tanghe in
the local school.

Mother Mary Felicitas Kruczkowska, the
fourth prmrinr.:inl superior (1g46-1953), showed
spectal interest in the professional preparation
of sisters engaged in school work and hospital
swrvice. As a former community supervisor of

Muther Mary Sernplim Jankowskd
(1gai1yggT)

Mither Mary Jolanta Pawlak
(tggaaagyi)

schools for fourtesn years, she was well nu.quamt_
ed with the increagingly stringent requirenients
for teacher certification in the different states.
In 1953 Mother Felicitas opened the Felician
Collegre at the matherhouse as a two-year liberal
arts college with a teacher- traiming curriculum
!'Ui‘ mE['l'th‘rH 1.1"" rl'iE" LI:':II'I"IITHJFI!I,'}

During these years the provinee enlurged irs
field of hospital work by stafing the Holy Ro
sary Hospital in Corning, lowa, (1950}, and the
Yarktown Memornal Hospital, in Yorkrown,
Texas, (1g51).

At the same time,; other projects were under
way. In 1952, the sisters began teaching in a
school for Negroes in Alegeld Gardens, a war
eolony in suburban Chicage. That same year
the sisters took charge of the diocesan St. An-
drew Bobola Home for the aged which was built
in Niles, llinois, on the premises adjacent to St.
Hedwig Industnal School, a diocesan orphanage
conducted by the Felican Sisters since 1g11. In
Manitowoe, Wisconsin, a new building was con-
structed in 1ggy to replace the old Se. Mary
Hame for the aged in use gince 1887,

Among other developments in the past twenty
years is the Cord Rosary Crusade launched in
148 by & relipion class at Good Counsel High
Schoal in Chicago. In time, a number of other
Felician schools joined the crusade, yielding ro
date a total of approximately 250,000 rosaries,
which were distributed to service men and mis-
sionaries in distant lands,

Deserving mention in the history of Mother




of Good Counsel Province is the shrine of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus in the motherhouse chap-
el. In the course of twenty-five yeurs, numerous
petitioners at this shrine have reported favors
and blessings obrained from the Sacred Hearr.
Hundreds of letters of petition and thanksgiving
have poured in even from places as far distant
as China, Panama, Ireland, and the Philippine
lstands.

Expanding both in territory and in range of
activities, the provinee also grew in member
ship, having # 5o sisters in 1953 A division of the
provinee, which had long seemed expedient,
was fnally effected by the extruordinary gen-
eral chapter of the congregation held in April,
tg£3. In August of that year, the Chicago prov
ince relinquished 120 sisters together with 16

Mather Musy Feliatas Krucehowska
1Toqh-1953)

Iamacurare Conceprion Proviver—Lobl, New JERSEY

With the continued infiux of immigrants and
the resultant increase of church and school e
tablishments in the East, the Buffalo province
gonn had o nerwork of missions strecching along
the Atlantic seaboard from Verment to Mary-
land.

The administration of such cxtensive terri-
tory by one provineial superior was fast becom-
ing tow burdensome. Henee, steps were taken to
form & new provinee with the matherhouse in
the highly industrialized area of northern New
Jersey. This section of the state was largely in-
habited by Poles who settled here in the 1880’

schools and 2 hospitals in the western ands
western states to the nuwly—friri'nd_: 4
American province in Ponea Ciry, Ok m

The same general chapter appointed.
Mary Inviolata Tange as the ffth
superior of the Chicage proviace. Witk
marcatian of new boundaries, the wor
Chicago province ar Jresent is confin
following three archdioceses and sigh
located in four atates: the archdiocess
go and the dicceses of Bellewlle, Jo
and Rockferd in the stace of 1llind
diocese of Milwaukee and the diogese
Bay, La Crosse, and Madison in Wisenn
archdiccese of S5t, Paul in Minnesatis#
dioeese of Bismarck in North Dalop 5

Mother Mary Inviclata Lange
(LI

'he first motherhonse of the Imacolate Cotesping i
i Lely, Wiw Teraer (1gi5-1088) i



and 18go's, arreacted chiefly by employment
apportunities and religious rolerance. As early
1 187 rhe Felician Sisters were called to staff
the first schools in Palish-American parishes of
Jersey City and Newark, and in the next decade
they took charge of nine other schools and an
‘orphanage in the state.

- After a close study of suitable sites for the fu-
ture motherhouse, the sisters purchased the
- Henessey-O'Hare estate in Lodi, New Jersey, on
April 12, 1gog. The several buildings on the es-
-t were used temporarily to house the admin-
lstration, novitiate, school for aspirants, orphan-
age, and lay help. Meanwhile plans were being
drawn up for a permanent morherhouse on the
groumds.

The year 1g13 marked the official formation
“of the Lodi province under the title of the Im-
maculate Conception. By 1915 the new mother-
house stood complered and on July 22 of that
year it was dedicated by Bishop John J. O'Con-
nor of Newark. The right wing of the building
was set aside to serve as a preparatory school
for @irls, named Immaculate Conception High
Schoal.

To provide adeguate living quarters for the

The prisent motherhouse of the Tmmaculaté Condoprion Proviies, Lodl, New Jessey (rgts)

fg

increasing number of orphang, a new large or
phanage, the Immaculate Conception Home,
was built on the grounds in 1g26. Another in-
stitution for homeless children was opened in
1931 in Ogletown, Delaware, under the tirle,
“Mater Admirabilis,” en a 22g.acre site of
farmland and virgin woodland. In 1947 it was
incorporated as Qur Lady of Grace Home.

The Lodi province grew so rapidly both in
membership and fields of labor that a further
division soon proved necessary. Consequently
in 1932, upon the decision of the general chapter
of the congregation, & new province was formed
in Enfield, Connecticut, comprised of the mis-
sion houoses in the state of New York and in rhe
New England states together with an adequate
number of sisters.

Notwithstanding the division, the Lodi prov-
ince continued to grow rapidly. At present the
sphere of activity of the province extends
through the states of New Jersey, Pennaylvania,
Delaware, Marvland, Oklahoma, New York, and
the Ihstrict of Columbia. The sisters’ mission
houses are located in five archdioceses: New
York, Newark, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and
Washington, D). C.; and five dioceses: Trenton,




Mother-Mary Beaelict Kominska

(g 3=rgaa)

Paterson, Wilmington, Oklahoma City-Tulsa,
and Camden. Foremoest amongr the VATIDUS 0oCU-
pations of the sisters is their teaching apostolate
in thirty-three élementary schools and four high
schools.

To facilirate the preparation of teachers for
these schools, the sisters opened Immuculate
Conception Summer Normal School at their
motherhouse in 1923, In a series of evolutionary
developments, the school became Immaculate
Conception Teacher Training Institure in 1939,
and lastly the Immaculate Conceprion Junior
College in 1941. A two-year liberal arts institu-
tion with a teacher-training program, the college
holds membership in the American Association

Mlother Mary Alexdz Trahinowsk Maother-b

ngpd-nggl)

Mozher Mury Horoyluns, Boaminska

{1GIo-16534)

Clara-Szwrace

figab-1953] B L

"
Mother Merr Anpelim Filesiy

{ razh-15781

of Junior Colleges, the New Jersey Jonior o
lege Association, and the New Jersey As 15
tion of Colleges and Universities.

During World War 11, che sisters of the Lo
provinee were called to render services at (s
sntall hospitals in Puerto Rico. From 16008
1946 they successively staffed San Alberyd fis
pital in Bayamon, Hospital Diaz Garcin 5
turce, and Dr. Gabrera's San Jose Hospitil il
in Santurce.

In following yeats, the province entered i
hospital work in the United Stares In i
ststers procured the Blackwell Cienera] Hopmg
in Blackwell, Oklahoma. Tn 190 a Schosiie
Practical Nursing was opened there whichm

hother Mary Antomerts Kb

ek S v P




stonducive to rapid projgress of the I'IF‘r'Jj:EI.:[‘, Can-
Ssequently, in 1954 a new 206-bed hospital and
Hurses’ residence wus constructed in the vicinity
ol the old building. :\.ubuar 1954, witnessed the
extension of the gisters’ ]msplra] service when
.If'tElr took charge of the diocesan St. Joseph
Ht}z}'n tal in Philadelphia.
~ In addition to teaching and hospital work, the
‘sisters of the Lodi province undertook super-
yision of domestic work at the Capuchin Pre-
‘paratory School, known as the Seraphicare, in
Eﬁrri&un, New York, (ig42). They have also
been given charge of Brady Hall, a residenee for
studene sisters at the Catholic Universicy of
America in Washington, D. C. {1946).

To provide a place of rest for its convalescent

and infirm sisters, the provinee opened the St
Francis Home in Mz, Arlington, New Jersey, in
1g39. Situated in a beautiful scenic spor near
Lake Hopatcong, the home also serves as a4 cen
ter for Felician mission houses scattered along
the upper Jerscy hills.

hroughout its forry-two years of existence,
the Lodi province has been adminiseered by the
following provincial superiors: Maother Mary
Benedicta Kuminska (1913-1920; 1g2s-1526);
Mother Mary Hortulane Kaminska (1g20-
1924); Mother Mary Angelica Pilarska (1gaf-
19381 Mother Mary Alexis Trojanowska (1938.
1946); Mother Mary Clara Szware {1946-1937)2
Mother Mary Antoinetre Kaszuba (1953- 1 F

Ovr Lapy oFr TeE Sicrep Hearr Province—~Coraororts, PENNsyLyaNIa

In the course of years, the Detroit provinee was
gilled to staff a number of parochial scheols in
the states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West Vir-
ginia. Finaneing the annual transportation of
the sisters to these points was fast becoming a
problem to the provincial motherhouse. Con-

The peosent motherhonse of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart
Provitee, Cornopolis, Penngyleania (1o72)

The first motherhouse of Cae |.u:||:,' of ehe Surrec Hearr Province
in Mckeespare, Penray|vimia (in2e)




sequently, in 1giy, permission was obrained
from the Holy See for the establishment of a
provinee in the state of Pennsylvania, with the
motherhouse in the vicinity of Pirtsburgh. The
vatbreak of Warld War |, hawever, interrupted
iLtf l:l:!]'l]]]'ll_l_l'li{"&ti‘:'”] ":"l'irh :'l-.l".'. SUT."Q:E_].UF H‘L‘ﬁtrﬂl i“
Cracow, Poland, and deferred the realization of
the project for six years.

Finally, on February 2, ig2e, the sisters
bought the former St. Barnabas Home mn Ver-
siilles Tawnship, about three miles from Me-
Keesport. Intended to serve as the temporary
maotherhouse and novitare, the reconverted
building was dedicated on July 17, 1921, under
the tiele of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.
Mother Mary Pancrania Czelusta was appointed
first provincial superier.

During the first six years, the sisters atv the
motherhouse were blessed with the spiritoal
services of Bishop John F. Regis Caneyin, the
fifth ordinary of the Pirtsburgh diocese. Having
resigned, the Bishop wished to spend the remain-
ing: vears of his life as chaplain at the sisters’
motherhouse, secking, as he said, "refuge trom
the world, its honors and its distractions,” The
ststers found in this pious Franciscan tertiary
not only & kindred spiric but also a great man of
praver and an eminent master of the interior
life,

Mother Muary Leonissa Narozna succeeded
Mather Mary Pancratia as provingial superior
in 1g26. Finding that the motherhouse could no
longer accommodate rhe steadily grawing num-
her of aspirants and sisters, Mother Leomssa by

“acher Mury Prnoratin Cauliigrs

(RN Eria i)

Mnlher Moy Taeonissa Mooz

Lzt i)

gan preparations for che construction of 1
spacious building. In 1928 she pus
stretch of land 1 Moon Township, ol
overlooking the ciry of ('ur;!.uimlis. Fore
sign from office because of il health
|.conissa was succeeded in 1939 by Moth
Leona Chejpacka, who proceeded
building plans without delay. Deapite ga
wide depression, the work progressed
and the new motherhouse, chapel, and
for girls were selemnly dedicated on
1932, the feast of Corpus Clist, 2
Siseers’ Auvmiliary was organized the
vERr to give pecun'lur}' aidl to thessin

The sisters of Our Lady of Sacred He
inee are engaged primarily in teach
conduct thirty-rwa elementary sehod
three high schools in the dioceses of
Erie, Greensburg, Hartisburg, and Pty
in Pennsylvania; Cleveland and Steubcam
in Ohin; and Wheeling in West Virginin 0
sionally sisters act as instructors of D
Lniversity extension courses offered in
fields mamnly to members of their prow
sisters also conduct catechism classes e
school children at a number of pan
mission centers both during the schol
in the summer months.

During the provincialare of Matl
Angela Grzegorzewska, who succesdsl
Leona in 1635, the province ook ehige
hospitals, one in Keyser, West Virgitia
pther in McKeesport, Pennsylvanins

Her successor, Mother Mary Dlingl

' i
Mether Mars Learn Chojmdie

! |
1 |.'_|l-:|. ||.|l;_.




Mastlacy '\Eur:. Wetienlm Lvessepptitan wika

Rrawezak (1gg6- 1953} extended  the hospital

services of the pravinee by ;erm-ng hospitals
in Holdenville, Seminole, and (karche, all in
Oiklahoma, and | by stathng Our Lady of Victory
Maternicy Home in H:_T]Lm}-, also 10 the zame
a5 "’-i'rﬁ'l several years the sisters relingquished
tharge of the hospitals in Seminole, Keyser, and
Mc!\erspmt. In 1948, through rhe effores of

EEACTONS l}FHET’LL‘LﬂT.B a-shrine of the Meroiful
iChiist was erected at the motherhouse and
opened o the public, The object of veneranon
there is a painting of the Merciful Christ by a
famous Polish arnse, who donated it to Mother
Dobroslava with the intendon of spreading the
devation o the Mercy of God m,_curdnu_r tay the
private revelations made in the G30's to Sister
Taustina Kowalska of Poland, The shrine soon

Dur Lady of the Angels Provinee dates from
1532, the year in which the tenth general chap-
ter recognized that the rapid growth of the prov-
mee of the hmmaculate {.Hrhlrpl]rlh in Lodi ne-
pessrated a division.

The task of preanmzing the new 1_'.:|nv1|'u_., Wils
entrusted tao Mother Mary Annunciata Bret-
schneider, who was ,1]1]".-r||||1ef_i hrst provmcial
superior. Unselfish and fall of zeal, she courn
grrms[', surmovunted all the difficultes of the p
sreering years and firmly established the new
province n the spirit of the congregation.

Maorther Mary Dobreslpen Krawesik
(1o yg-1ag4l legaficaggy) TS E

Mother Mary Dobroslava and with the aid of

Measher Mury Glonzage Samoteka

became the center of frequent expiarary devo
tions and pilgrimages which drew muny Cuth
olies from the viemnity and beyond.

Wirh the change of pr‘uwnu:il boundaries ¢f
fected by the general chapter of 1553, ull the
Olclahoma hnspJH]b formerty l:l_|m'|jr1|1lr to the
fum{}pnhh Province were transforred o the new
]Jru'.nm.{’ i Ponea City. Two Detrair misstons;
one in Berea, the other in Cleveland, Ohio, and
three Buffalo migsions in Erie, ’an'.'lu--.m;..a
were assumed by the Cor aopolis provinee:

The present pr evincal snpe:]mr Mother Mary
Gonzaga Zamoiska, in office since 1953, con-
tinnes 10 the ’m-r:-rgreps of her predecessors, firmi-
ly establishing and 1mproving what the others
have begun and in addition fostering week-end
retreats and days of recollection for lay persons
i the canvent chapel.

Our Lany oy tHE Axoers Province—ExrreieLn, CongecTICUT

The firsc:mocherhouse of Our Lady of Angely Provises, in En
field, CahngcHedt |rmaz)




Mother Annunciata’s first concern was the
selection of a site for the motherhouse, which
she accomplished judiciously afver huving aver-
come mare than one setback. With the sanction
of Mother Mary Pia, the superior general, and
of Bishop John J. Nilan of Hartford, she pur-
chased the tocyear-old Thompson estats in
Enfield, Connecticut, seventesn miles distant
from Hartford and nine miles from Springfield,
Massachusetts.

A typical New England communiry; the En.
field of 1933 was not vastly diferent from the
ald town of the Peases; Terrys, Allens, Parsons,
and Thompsons of a centary or twoago. lts res
idents retained some of the rugged individual-
ism, distinetive traditions, and staunch Pun-
tanism characrenstic of their colonial ancestors.
Interspersed among the descendunts of the Eng-
lish were the la'.l:f:r settlers from wvarious lands:
the Scotch, Insh, Canadian-French, Lithuani-
ans, Poles, Greeks, Italians, and Armenians—
who with one accord contributed 1o the growth
T.'."I thL Lum I'I'I'L'II'I'It:f

On December 20, 1933, Mother Mary An-
nungiate with three other pioneers left Lodi
for Enheld -and moved into the edifice con-
structed m 1832 by Orrin Thompson, the found-
er of Thompsonville and of its rug industry.
This temporary motherhouse, dedicated to Our
Lady of the Angels, had accommodations for only
forty sisters-and thus soon became inadequate.

The pew miatherhause of Dup Lady of Angels Province, Enfisld, Connecticut under eonstruction
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I less than five years an-addition wis
the convent building; and & new chapet
firmary were constructed. The academys
wits in prospect since the early vears of the
ince, became a reality only in 1944 with
chuse and renowation of the residenge
former minister, the Reverend Nehemiah
den. Erected in 1783, this building b
centuries with historic dignity, for on g8
grounds a stone marks the q]wur where a1
the Puritan preacher, _]nml. an Edwards
livered his fiery sermon on “'Sinners io the Hicof
of an Angry God." On the historic spot i
where the love of God was taught throg
of His justice; the Felician Sisters two
later undertook the mmssion of inshllngd
young hearts the love of God through &
His mercy. In 1949, another buildimgang
adjrcent ro the convent propercy was ju
equipped, and staffed to serve as a landergan
On May g, 1954, ground was broken furll
and larger motherhouse, and on Septi §
on the feast of Our Lady’s Nativity, the
of the cornerstone took place. )

The continued progress and growth of
Lady of the Angels provines testifies toth
vation, zeal, and deep religious spirisof i
provincial superiors: Maother Mary Annuncig
Brerschneider (1932-1946), Mather Mary €
erine Bembenek (1946-1957), and Mother Mo
Laura Sentkowska (1953 .
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Under their administration the province de-
geivped steadily, having assumed thirty-five
wiablishments to date. The sisters teach in
ghonls—kindergareen  through high school—
amd at the provincial motherhouse they operate
wschool for aspirants and Our Lady of the An-
gele Junior College for their own members,
y-"'ufh was iﬁ'mmh the Our Lady of the Angels
Teacher Training Instirute. llm. alse canduct
Lhriztian  Doctrine classes for public school
thildren both in the parishes where they are sta-
tioned and in mission centers. In addition w
these works, the sistets operate their own hos

The youngest province of the congregarion has
uhistory of scarcely two years, having been offi-
tilly established only in 1953 by division of the
Lh!a‘ll.,‘l prnmm-;, Tts erection was contemplated
slreacly in 146 at the general chapter held that
jeat in Poland, but the plans materialized only
alter the 1955 chapter held in the United Startes.

Dedicated to the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the province extends its apostolate
thinngh the states of Alabama, California, lowa,
Ransas, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and
Texas.

The motherhouse is located in Ponca Ciry,
(klahoma, on the country estate of the late
Frnest Marland, one-time governor of f]kl},-
homa. In (g8 Mother Mary Feliciras, provin-

R e

Muther Mary Catherine Bambenel
[T9q-3657)

5%

Mathir Miey Liwrn Senckisesks

fincy i

pital in Bangor, Maihe, and condoet a home for
working girls in the city of New York.

The q&ograplm.d extent of the province in-
cludes southeastern New York and the New
England States: Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, Connzeticut, and Rhade
Lsland. Within these states che sisters serve the
archdioceses of Boston, Hartford, and New
York, and the dioceses of Albhany, Brooklyn,
Burlingron, IFall River, Manchester, Norwich,
Portland, E]ergh:_m Woarcester and Provi-
dence,

AssuMmrrion oF THE BLessen Vireiy Mary Provivce—TPowveca Crty, ORLAHODTA

I'he mathechodse of ché Assumption of el Bleasad Viegin May
Provincz an Pores Creyy Q% alioma (g0
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cial superior of the Chieago provincs, purchased
the twenty-cight and a half acre estare with irs
spacious mansion from the Carmelite Fathers
who had owned it since 1g41.

The first group of sisters from Chicago arrived
it Ponea City in June, 1949, to remadel and fur-
nish the building for its future use as a provinciul
motherhouse, Until the formation of the prov-
inece, however, the building was used for various
purposes, For a time it was a retrear center for
sisters stitioned in thae seetion of the country.
rom 1950 to 1463 it wits the provisional general
motherhouse of the congregation undl its per-
manent transfer 1o Rome,

The convent also served as a center of apos-
tolic activity among the restdents of the vicinity,
the majority of whom were non-Catholics. The
sisters made arrangements for lay retreats and

CANADA

Some of the earliest Polish emigrants in their
quest for freedom and econumic security wan-
dered into Canada where they were welcomed
if only to populate the vast Canadian virgin
lands. Though there was a sizeable Polish setrle-
ment as early as 1860, it was not untl the two
decades 18go to igio that the really heavy in-
flus of immigrants took place. Unlike their com-
patriots in the United States, the Poles in Can-
ada settled in the farming districts. The dis-

Gt

even Polish :hrgﬂnizariuns.

Cana Conferences and orgamzed a Cald
Loan Library which was frequented Ly (38
olics and non-Cathoelies alike. '
In April, 1953, at the extraordmary |
chapter held in Ponea City, the Assump
the Blessed Virgin Mary Province was fi
established. 'Seon  afterwards, Maother )
Hermana Romanowska was appointed b
vineial superior, and 120 sisters were i
from Chicago to form the nucleus of the s
province. Within the newly defined boundies
the Ponca City province tonk charge
schools, missions, and institutions togethes
their respective personnels belonging o
to the provinces of Chicagn, Lodi, andl
apolis. '
The official opening of the marherhouied
novitiate in Ponea City took place on Apust
feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virg
that day Bishop Edward ). MecGuines
local ordinary, celebrated o pontifical high
in the convent chapel and deliverad o
warming address welcoming the gisters inml
diocese. -
Today the province stafts rwenty-tun 68
mentary schools, ane high school, four hia
and one clinic, The sisters also do mstos
work amang the Negroes and the Indi
conduct Christian doctrine classes for §
school children. Through its schools and mns
tions the province serves three archiices
Kansas Ciry (Kansas}, Los Anpeles, San Anibe
and eight dioceses: Austin, Dallas-Tr. Wl
Des Muoines, Grand Island, Lineoln,
Birmingham, Oklahoma City-Tulsa, unlll
Joseph.

1l
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tances which separated these sertlers, and o

" i . W
more the lack of priests and sisters hindeed )
successful estabhshment of parishes, schoolig
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Am omo

The flow of Polish immigrants, mainly &
World War | to Turonts, Ontario, wis
enced by factors unsympathetic to the Gl
and for a long time the Polish sertlery remais
in a state of indifference o religion,

It was to Toronto that the Felicians of 8
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Buffalo province came in 1637 upon the in-
Witntion of Father Stanislaus Puchniak, O.M.1,
who had to overcome numerous obstacles before
he could use the services of the “American" sis-
fters permanently. His fatherly benevolenee, on
the one hand, and rhe maternal solicitude of the
provincial superior, Mother Mary Simplicity,
pn the other, enabled the frst Felician mission
it Canada to tuke root under the guidance of
Sister Mary Sylvina Perska. After ashort stay in
drented house, the sisters purchased a building
on Augusta Avenue which still serves today as a
genter of the growing Felician apostelate in
Canada,

The first project of the sisters was a day nurs-
ery for the care of pre-school children as well as
lunch service and after-school supervision of
children of waorking parents. Two other such
furseries were opered within the next five
years, sérving approximately soo children in all.

Trying to establish a foothold in the educa-
tipnal field, the sisters faced a two-fold problen:.
There are*no parochial schools as such in Can-

ada; the school system consists of three types:
government nonsectarian and sectarian, and the
private schools. In the second type are included
the so-called “Cathalic Separate Schools.” At
first the American sisters were unable to hold
teaching positions in those schools because of
Canadian statutes in that repard. Instead, the

Flate Mame of Mary Movimste, Debawa, Camuda [s951)

sisters arranged for after school classes in lan-
guages and in Christian doctrine in preparation
for the sacraments during the year for public
school children and during the summer also at
several widely scattered missions, By 1950, how-
ever, sisters were already being employed as
teachers in the separate schools with a govern
ment salary. The first allowed to teach were
native Canadians, but, since 1952, the American
sisters also have won the confidence of the school
authorities. In the past four years seventeen sis-
ters were on the staff of six separate schools.
Social work is another important phase of the
Felician apostolate in Canada. Sisters canvass
fumilies and extend help, especially of a moral
kind, thereby gaining souls for the Church. Very
often the sisters give material aid, find employ-
ment for the needy, acquaint the refugee with
Canadian law, and the like. During the period
immediately after World War 11, when refugees

came in great numbers to Canada, the sisters

instructed them in Enghsh until they were more
or less adjusted to their environment. At present
in Toronta the sisters work with the Redemptor-
ist Fathers in their Carholic settlement and St.
Gerard's Clinic, established principally for chil-
dren meeding minor surgery.

The erection in 1951 of a canonical novitiate
in Oshawa, Ontario, marks a new epoch in the
history of the congregation in Canada. The gen-
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etal chupter of 1953 made final the establish-
ment of o provincial commissariat in Canada
under the title of the Holy Name of Mary, re-
apansible to che Buffalo provines. Mother Mary

PUERTQO

The sisters of the Immaculate Conception Proy-
Anee in Lodi worked in three small hospitals in
Puerto Rico from 1941 to 1946, Iirse, in October,
1541, they came to staff the private forty-bed
hospital of Dr. Mehrhoff in San Alberto, Baya-
mon. At bese it numbered only sixteen patients.
The proximiry of the tubercular veteran's cot-
tages contributed o itg unpopularity, Because
the hospital scemed to have no favorable Tuture,
the sisters withdrew after ten months.

Next, in 1942, at the request of Most Rev,

MEX |

At the beginning of 1944 seven sisters of the Chi-
ciago province took charge of an orphanage and
undertook to teach at the local schocl of the
colony for Polish refugees in Santa Rosa, Mex-
it There were about one thousand war refugess
Wwho had been hrought two years before to Santa

Sylvina was appointed the firse commissary.

Ar present the work of the sisters is confined
o the Canadian province of Onrare, concen-
trated i the archdiocese of Toronto and the
dioceses of Hamilton and Pembroke. Their cen-
ters are lncated m Toronto, Hamilton, Sr. Cath.-
erine, Oshawa, Welland, Winona and Brantford
mission, the latter having been discontinued m
1954

Besides the various activities the sisters of the
Buffalo provinee carried on in eastern Ontario,
the sisters of Livenia province held Christian
dn:‘tri'n: and language classes in Londan, Ontar-
10, weekly throughout the years 1937 and 1938,
Then from 1941 to 1947 during the vacation
manths the sisters did mission work in ohe In.
dian and several Polish sertlements in Mamitaba.
At the same time they endeavored to establish
hospitals in Grandview, Manitoba, and in Lang-
enberg, Saskatchewan, However, the various
difficulries, chiet among which was the socialized
medicine lemslation of Canada compelled the
provincial authorities in Livonia to recall the
sisters after six years of labor there.

R1.CAO

Edwin Byrne, Hishnp of Puerto Rica, the
sisters took over the hospital Diaz Gareia in
Santdree. Heowever, rhu}f were recalled two
years later in May, 1944, because of unfavor-
able circumsrances.

At the same time the sisters statfed Dr. Gac
brera's San Jose Hospital, alss ar Santurce.
Here, too, because of insurmountable difficulties
ereated by the medical staff and upon the ud-
vice of the local ordinary, the sisters rerminated
their service after almost four years.

CoO

Rosa through the efforts of the American hier
archy and the Polish American Council.

In 1947 when the colony was liquidated, the
majority of the orphans wis placed in arphan-
ages conducted by the Felician Sisters in the
Unired Srares.




BRAZIL

On November 1, 1950, marked by the declara-
tion of the dopma of the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, three Felician sisters land-
ed in Brazil to launch the congregation’s first
mission there. In the pioneer group were Mother
Mary Alexis Trojanowska, a general eouncillor,
together wich Sisters Mary Gualbert Kazmier-
czak and Duleilia Rys, This fiest distant mission
was uniertaken by the congregation as a token
af gratitude to the Church for the proclamarion
of the Holy Year and of the Assumption degma.

Serving as instruments in the establishment
af the Felician post in South America were Mr.
und Mrs, Lincoln Nodari, a wealthy and noble
fumily living In Brazil. Mrs, Stephanie Nodari,
in particular, had for a long time desired to offer
her mansion in cpastal Niterol to some reliious
community as a prnqpr_r_rivc retreat house and
hospice, ESI'H."H"-I.”.H" for Polish women. At length,
rhrr:ugh the courtesy af Count Juhn D. Lubecki
of the Inter-Catholic Press Agency, she con-
tacted the superior general of the Felician Sis-
bery, 'ﬂuther Mary Simplicita, who accepted the
l‘l[’L:-jf_'{'[ in view of the Pope's repeated pleas for
J'I]]E.‘ilf]ﬂﬂf} "ilthl"v tia BTMI

The venture was approved wholeheartedly by
the Brazilian hierarchy, speciically by Dom
Carlo Chiarlo, the Apostolic delegate to Brazil,
as well as by Dom Jaime Cardinal de ﬂ;lrrns
Camara, archbishop of Rio de Jangiro, and Dom
Joao de Motta Andrade e Amarel, bishop of
Mirerol.

Having gradually overcome the ininal diffi-
cultics that accompany every new underraking,
the sisters at present carry on missionary work
not only in Niterol but also in Rio de Janeira,
Araruamu, and Sao Paulo. Their activities here
are of a widely varied character, dictated by the
most pressing needs of a given locality.

Thus, at their main house in Niteror, the sis-
ters conduct a hospice, a general retreat house,
an elementary school {with an approximate en-
rollnient of 150 pupils), a kinderg-lrtr_n, a school
[or aspirants to the congregation, and & ceénter
fur catechetical instractions and private English
language classes. The sisters also visit the sick
and the poor in the vicinity and teach religion
at a children's tubercular preventorium and at
a mental asylum for women.

In Rio de JHL‘ILITL} (1652) in the section known
as Botafapo, the sisters are in charge of & grads
school and kKindergarten for Amertean anid f'ng-
lish children (approgimarely 150 in attendanc
of parents holding diplomatic, military, or bussi-
ness positions in the city, Christinn doctrine
classes are also offered ro public school childrn,

At the mission post in Argroama (1g53), i
addition to conducting an elementary school and
kindergarten, the sisters travel to the numeron
settlements in the vicnity, teaching religion,
visiting the Hirk and the poor, and taking careaf
the many mission chapels ministered o by the

Franciscan Fathers.
Since January, 1945, the sisters have been aliy

in thrbL of a grade school in Sao Paulo at a par-
ish of the Oblate Fathers,

The sisters have charge of adminiscration and
tenching of religion at their schools in Niterar
and Araruama, where according to government
regulation classes must be conducred in the
Portuguese language by native teachsrs. In
Niterol, however, only the morning sessions are
i Portuguese, while the afrernoon classes are
conducted by the sisters in English. At the other
twa Felician schools in Rio and Sao Paulo, Eng.
lish is the official school language.

At the general chapter of 1953, the Brazlian
missions of the congregation were formed into s
general comnussariat with Mother Mary Alex

Mather Mary Alcxander Kucharska,
ferwr perernl commissury in Braxl
(1g55]




anider Kucharska ag first commissary. At present
the Felician posts are staffed by nineteen sisters
from the various provinces in the Unired Stares.
As for native vocations, there are to dare more
than rwenty aspirants in Niterel, and one nov-
e and two professed sisters in the Enfield no.
e, g

yitinre. The latter returned to Brazil in Augusr,
1955,

Hyndvjuarternof the genidr] cormmissariacin Micerol, Beasl (1o¢5]
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ONTARIO, CANADA

ESTARLISHMENT IYPE DF ACTTVITY AT PREBENT LOCATION

1. St. Stanislaus Kostka  Comunmssariae, mission headquarters, day Taronta
nursery, catechetical instruction, linguage
classes, social work, care of sacristy

2. Sc, Mary Catechedical instruction, lansuinge classes, West Toronto
CArs o SHcrEty
3. 55, Cyril and Cartechetical instruetion, language classes, Taronto
Methodius care of sacristy
4. Haly Cross Teaching music Crehawa
z. Our Lady of Perpetual  Day nursery, Cathalic Settlement with Taronto
Help tonsitlectomy and maternity clinie, social
work, care of sacristy, domestic work
f. St. Stanislaus Day nursery, catechetical inseruction, Hamileon
language clnsses, sovinl work, care of
SACTIStY
7. Immaculare Conceprion  Catechetical instruction, care of sacristy Modth Adjala
8. 5t, Hedwig Carechetical insrruction Barry's Bay
g St Mary Catechetical imstroction Wilno
to. Sr. Casimir Catechencal instrucrion Round Lale Centre
11, 55, Cyraf amd Catechetical instraction, linguuge chisses, Hamilran
Methodios care of skeristy
12. 5t. Casimir Catechetical instruction, care of sacristy Toronto
i4. Qur Lady of Perperual  Catechetical instruction, language classes, St Carharines
Help care of sacristy
14. St. Dawvid Catholic Separate School Torento
15. Haly Name of Mary Movitiate, mission center shawa
Convent
6, St, Ann Catechetical ingeruction Fenwick
17, St. Hedwig Catechetical instruction, limpuage classes, {Oshawa
care of sncristy
18, 85, Péter-and Pail Catholic Separate School, kindergarten, Weiland
gare of sacristy
1. 51, Bernadette Curhnlic Separite School Ajax
1a, 5t Gregory Felician kinderparten teacher on the Oshawa
school staff, teaching music
2t Tmmaculare Heart Cnthali¢ Separate School, care of sacristy Winonu
of Mary
2%. ot Pamick Catecherical instruccion, lingunge olisses MNiagara Falls
BRAZIL
ESTABLISHMENT TYFPE OF ARTIVITY AT IRESENT LOCATION
1. Assumption of the Headquarters of the general commissariat Nitero
Blessed Viegin Mury fior Brazil, ceneral house of missionnry
Convent work, sthool for aspirants; elementary

schonl, kindergarten, catecherical instrue-
tion, socinl work, lanpuage clagses, lay
retreat center, hospice for women

2, Unr Lody of Mercy Elemencary school, kindergareen, Rio de Janeiro
catechetical instruction
3 Immaculate Conception  Elementary school, kindergarten, Araraama
) ' catecherical instruction, care of mission
chapels, social work
4. Dur Lady Help of Elementary school San Paulo
Clristinns
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Expansion in the United States

TN ORDER TO sisualize the gaugraphic dis-
A tribution of the Felician apostolate in Amer-
Cien, it will be borh lntfreﬂring and prnﬁtaMe (0]
Chnte the circomstances thut :11:{:¢}n1p:mied the
stgters’ entrance into each stare s owell as the
Cgstablishments which they conduet there at
| present.

- For several decades following their arrival in
the United States, the sisters offered theirserv-

ices almost exclusively to the immigrant Poles.
Spreading mainly throughout the Midwestern
and Fasrern states, they were merely following
the colonies of Polish sattlers. With che lapse of
time, however, ::hangiug cireumstances called
for an wctive interest in the needs and problems
of other national and racial groups in the coun-
try.

WISCONSIN
The Felician Sisters begang
n America in the state of ©
here in 1874 in answer o ol
Pabrowski, they ook roor on Amer
small settlement, known as Polonta.

Although after several veuars the motherhonse
of the congregation was rrunsferred to the state
of Michigan, the work of the sisters in Wisconsin
progressed steadily, as can be seen from the list-
'E!g uf schools and institusions held there at
present. (See chareon page 106 )

noseal inoa

TLLINOIS
Three years afrer their arrivilNial
Stares, the Feligian Sisrers eff
of labor beyond the stare of
gust, 1877, two sisters were sen
staff the newly-opencd school af SE
Parish in La Salle, Hinais, where R
Kozlowski was pastor,

Scnn_'tly RyEar later, tht}r took cimrgt of St.
Cosimir Orphanage built on n nearby site in the
city. Intended primarily for children of Polish
descent, the institution was founded and main-
tained through the combined effores of the Pol-

(i Unitr:l‘l
ar feld

ish clergy, the local pastor, and the Felician
Sisters. Dedicared on Ocraber 16, 1878, the or-
phanage was in operation until June, 1881, when
unfavorable cireumstances forced the sisters o
refinquish both the arphanage and the school to
the disappointment of the residents of La Salle.
The forty arphans who were in the institution
at the time of its closing were transferred to the
morherhouse in Polonia.

In 1884, however, upon the invitation of the
newly appointed pastor; Rev. Stanislaus Bara-
nowskl and his parishioners, the sisters returned
to.La Salle ro conduct the parochial school,

At present, in-addition to this schoal, the sis-
ters staff 4o nstrutions in the state of Hlineis.
(See charr page 16 .)

MICHIGAN

Between 1870 and 1874 apgipos
ish families settled in Bay City. U1
date they attended the Germii

Church with a Polish priest o
troit or Chicago to serve therd
year. Having organized themss
Stanislaus Kostka Society, they

1co Pal
he lntrer



WISCONSIN DATE
ESTABLISHMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LA ATIDN UIENING
1 Ses Clare Bome Elementury school, catechetion] mstrucs Palonia 137y
(Snered Flearr Parish)  oon, litorgieal weerment workshop ar che
sisters’ convent
2. St. Mary Hame Hame far aged men and women Manirowoe 14Ky
fir the Aged
3. St. Mary Flementary school, catechetical Manirawne 1693
instruction
3+ Sacred Heart Elementary schonl Two Rivers Twh
g. St. Joseph Orphanage Urphanage for boys and girls, elementary Milwaukee Lot
school, kindergarten
i Sacred Hewrt Elemenrary school, catecherical Muarmnette (s
IMSETUCEion
= Holy Fumnily Elementnry school Cudahy g
H.'St. Lawrence Elementury school, catechetical Wisconsin Rapids 11
InsEraction
o, Sacred Meart Elementary schabl Murathon L
1o, St Michael Elementary school, catocheticnl Wausau Toiy
instructon
11, 5t Michael Elementary school Berlin g3
12: Haly Family Elementary schoal Edenr 1g1h
L. St Mary Mapdaten Flementary schonl Milwaukee 1145
L o, Alexander Elemenrary achool Mikwarn ke 152
i 5. ‘St Helen Elementary =chool Milwinke: 1y
th, Sr, Ladislins Elementary schoal, high schoal, Bevani 132
catechesical inseruction
17. 5t Adatbert Flementary schogl South Milwaukes 1544
ILLINGIS DATE
g
ESTABLISHMENT THNPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LW ATION OPERING
1. Mather of Good Muotherhouse, novitiate, school for Milwaulkee kLT
Coungel Convent aspirants, altar bread bakery, lay retrear transferred to
center Chicngo 15937
3. St. Hyacinth Elementary school, catechetical La Salle 1877
mstraction, kindetparten
3- 88, Cyril and Flementary school, catechetical Lemont Ty
Methodius Instruction
4. Br. Joseph Flementiry school, high schoul, Chicago 188
kindergarten
5. Sr. Valentine Flementary school, catechetical Peru Tgoa
instrucrion, kindergarten
fi. 88, Peter and Paul Elementary school, kindergarten Chicagp 1904
7. Holy Innocents Elemencary school, Kindergarren, Chicazo Pl
catecheticnl instruction
. 5t. John of God Elementary school, kindergurten Chicago 1k
g. Holy Rosary Elémentary school North Chicapo 1537
1. Good Shepherd Flementary school, kindergarten Chicngo [g10
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St. Hedwig

St. Mury Magdalene
Sacred Heare

Se. Isidore
St Wenceslius

Haoly Family

Ascension
St. Helen

St Inmes
St Mary of Gostyn
St. Stanislaud Koscha

St. Stanisbang B.ML
St. Bruno

Maother of Good
Counsel High School

St. Bronistava

St. Thoddeus
Sr. Turtbins

Cueen of the Holy
Rospry

Sacred Heart
St Mary Hospiral

Bt Mary

‘5t, Theresa

CYO Center Holstein

 Park

g5
|1.E"'
a7
o

S CYO Center Sherman

Park

CYO) Center

St. Sranislauy

CYO Center Ascension

Haly Cross

at. Andrew Home
for the Aged

Our Lady of the

A
Gardens
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The Felician College

Dieesan Orphanage for boys and gsels,
rintery, high school, elementary schnol,
E'mdergmen

E lementiry school, Kinderngirmn

Elementary schaol, kindergarren,
catechetical instruction, Remedial
Reading Clinle center

Elementary school

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catechetical instruction

Flementary school, kindergarten,
catechetical tnatruction

Flemenzary sehool, kindergdrten

Elementury school, kindergnrean,
catechetical instruction, 1ocesan
Reading Clinie center

Elementary school, kindergarren
Elementary schoal

Elementury school, kindergarten,
catechetical inseruction
Elementary school

Elementary zchool, carechetical
Instruction

Priviate high school for girls, Cord
Rosary Crusade

Elernentary school, kindergarten,
patechetical instruction

Elementary school

Elementary school, carechetical
THETTUCTInN

Catechetical instruction

Catechetical instruction
General hospital, catechetical instruction
Elementary schnol, kindergarton,

catechetical imsrruction

Carecherical insrruction

Vacation recreational center: religious
instruction and handicrafe

}":u:atinn recreational center: religions
instruction and handiorafe

Vacation recreational center: religious
instructon and handieraft

:'r’ntn.ﬁqp recreational cenrer: religious
instruction and handicraft

Flementiry Schogl
Digeesan home for aged men and women

Elementary schuol for Negroes,
catccherical imstruetion

Two-year liberal aits and teacher rraining
vollege for members of their province

Miles

Chicaso
Chicago

Riue Tsland
Chicagn
Ogleshy
Evansron

Chicngo

Chicago
Dawners Grrove
Ringk ford

Posen

Chicago

Chicago
Chicagn

Jalier
Chicago

Lo Salle

Crranville
Cenrralia
Q:rln'nli.'l

Salem

Huolstein Park,
Chieaps
Sherman Park,
Chicago

Posen
Evanston

Jalet
Niles

Chieaga

Chicaga

(EF1 8

1977
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1924
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1yl
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MICHIGAN TS

ar
ESTANLISHMENT TVPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LOCATION oeE
1. Presentation of the Muotherhouse, novitiace, catechetical Detrait 1hgas
Blessed Viegin Mary mstruction, lny retreat center, altar trunsferred to |
Convent liread bakery Livonia 1g3h,
2. 51, Sranislaus Kestka  Elementary school, high schaol, Bay Ciry it
kindergarten, eatechencnl nstruction : 1
7. St Albertas Lllementary school Detruit 147
4. Seminury of the Privare high school for girls, schoal for Detroie 1
Felician Sisters aspirants b
{Felicinn Academy) ) . .
. Guardian Angel Home  Orphanage for girls, rL'tJ{fl nursery Detroit 1HeL
fs, S:. Cnsimir Elementary school, hich schaol, Detrai 198y
catecherical instruction ) :
7. St. Joseph Flementary schoal, high school, Manistee TRE
kinderparton, catechetenl insometion _
H. Holy Rosary Elementary school, hizh schoal, Saginaw 1
catechetical instruction i
t. St Stenidaus Filemesitiry schoo) Hillinrds 1hEs
1o, St. Mary Elementary school, kindergareen Parisyille rﬁ!i_‘;
i11. St Mary Elementary school, catechenéal Alpena 1Ry
IEr et ion ) _ M.
(2. St. Josaphat Flementary school, high school Detruit 1850’
14, 5Bf. Stanslaus Elementary school, high sehool, Dietroit s
kinderparren, catecherical insrruction N
4. Holvy Rosary Flementary school, high school Fsadore T8
b5, Cur Lady of Elementary school, high school, Wysnidoree ({1
Mt Ciarmel kindergarien ) L
16. 5t John Cantivs Flementary school, casechetionl etroit igats
IMEErHEtong
7. 5t Juseph Elementary school, kindesgartan Jackson 153y
18, 3 Mpry Flementary school, catechetical Bronson b
Instetion Bl
tg. St. Hyacinth Llementary school, catechetical Buy City 1gass
Inseruetion ]
2. St Fyacineh Elementiury school, carechericul Datrait 15357
mstruction, kindergirten i
21. 5t Flonan Llementary schoal, lugh schoal, Hamtramek 1Ay
catechetical instruction _
22, 5t. Hedwig Flementary school Bay City 1g¥a
23- St Joseph Home Orphinuges for boys Juckson g1l
fur Boys _
a4, Adsumprion Elementary schopl, kindergurten, Detroit (gl
vatechetical instruction .
24, Chur Lody Queen of Elementary school, kindergarten, Hamtramek Iyl
Apostles catechetical instruction _ i
26, St, Stephen Llementary school, kindergarten -U'Bﬂl'mf L i
27. 51, Stanislavs Llementary school, kindergarten, Ludingron iy
catechetical nsfrucrien .
af, Immaculate Coneepeion Elementary school, kindergarten Detrote L1
gr. St Stanislaus Elementary school, kinderuarten, Juckson i
catechetical ihstrocnion )
30, Resurrdetion Elementary school, Xindergarten, Betrint 193
catechetical msrruction )
1. St Andrew Elementary school, high school, kinder- Detroit ek 8
garten, catechetical instruction :
32. 5t. Louis Elementary school, carecherical Detrait iga6
RStTuC o '

Tl




43, Carpus Christi Elementary school, catéchetieal Petrait 1926
Instraction
G4 St, Helen Flementary school Wryandorte 1526
45 Our Lady Help of Elementary school, catecherical Detroit 1526
_ Christians Instruction ' '
36 St. Mary Callege— Supervision of domestic work Orchard Lake 1575
S5, Cyril and =3
Methoding Semivary
37 Patronage of Elementary school, high sehool, Detroic 43¢
St. Joseph catechetical instruction =
o Sacred Heart Elementary school, high school for Detrear 1536
Megroes, catechetion] mstruction
0. 5. Michael Elementary school, eatecherical Livania 1942
inmatruetion
jo: Madonna College Four-year liberul wrets college for women Livonig Tgas
(4 development of Presentation Junior
College, 1937), Reading Clinic .
41 St. Valentine Elementary school, eatechetical Beaver Tt
mstruction
42 8¢, Luwrence Catechetical instricction Cheboygan e f
43, Haly Ghest Flementary school for Negroes, Detroit T4t
catechetical imstroetion
a4 Br Augustine Carechetical instruction Hilloan 1646
43, St. John the Baptist Catechetical instruction Degroir 1545
45, Bt Cesilia Elemuentary school Clare 150
47 Ladywood High School  Privaee high sehoal for girls Livania 1930
4t Cntholic Central Four seience teachers in diocesan central Alpena 1530
high school for bays and girls
Ay Goardian Angel Summer camp for girls Holly 150
50, St. Ignatius Elementary school, catechetical Detruit 1551
insruction
31, St. Stephen Elementary school, catechetical New Boston 1geT
instruction |
5, B {;}hn Vianney Elementary achool Grand Rapids 1561
63 St. Rim Catechetical instruction Maple City 1951
4. St. Wenceslaus Catechetical instruction Gills Pier 1551
5, St, Theresa Elementary school, catechetical Wayland 1gg2
.- SR ] Instruction -
;. St. Valentine Elementary school, carecherical Detroit 1552
matructifmn
§7= St Francis of Assisi Elementary school, catechetical Flint gz
Istruction
58, 5. Jerome Cotechetes] instruction Scottville Igs2
5. Our Lady of Refuge Elementary school Crrehard Lake 1953
fo. 5t, George Cutechetical instruction Suginaw 1953
. 3t Columbkille Catechetical instruction Sheridan 1953
2. 56 Anne Carcchetical instruetion Hurrisville 1953
43. Holy Spirit Elementary school Grand Rapids, 1954
by, Br. Michuel Catechetical instruetion Pare Austin 1u54
5. 5t. Hilury Catechetical inscruction Derroit 1954
. Holy Family Center for catechetical instruction Ointonagin 1G58
and social work
INIHANA DATE
U
EETANTSHMENT TYPE QT ACTIVITY AT PRESEN LbEATION OFERING
t. 5t. Mary Elementary school Otis 1840
2, 8t. Adalbere Flementary school Sourh Bend TyI1
3 Hely Family Elementary school, catechetical South Bend 444

matruetion

124




mission to build a church which was dedicated
in December 1874. Father Augustus Sklarzyk,
pastor of the new St. Stanisltaus Church in |S}rﬁ-.
rented a store building for schoal purposes with
the organist as the principal teacher, In 1878 a
new school was built with two Felician Sisters in
complete charge,

In Bay City, the St. Hyacinth and the St
Hedwig schools are also conducted by the Fe-
licians.

The growth of the work of the sisters in Mich-
igan increased steadily to include today 66 in-
stitutions. (Sec chart page 108 )

INDIANA

In August, 1880, that is, two yel 5 aft
openingof the school in Ha._*,r City, Michigan, the
sisters were called to the state -:'.f Ill_ mna to
staff the parochial school at St. ¥ parish in
Otis, The parish had been r}rgmnze,d several
years earlier to serve the Polish colonists who
had settled in the farm districts of Otis as early
as 1855, A parish church was built there in 1873
under the direction of Father Xavier Szulak, a
Jesuit missionary, and in 1880 & school building
was constructed under Father Louis Mach-
dzicki, pastor. When the sisters opened the first
classes in September of thar year, the enrollment
numbered eighey pupils, thirty of whom boarded
at the school because of transportation difficul-
ties. Boarding facilities were provided until the
widespread ownership of automobiles made this
arrangement UNNecessary.

The sisters also staff two other schools in the
state, (See chart page 109 .)

NEW YORK

The sisters came to the state.of New York in
1881 at the request cff@&&ﬁ;ﬂﬁm pastor
of St. Stanislaus parish in'Bu the most pop-
ular center for Polish immigrants of the '70's.

A zealous priest and able admimgtrator,
Father Pitass, with the encouragement and per-
mission of Bishop Stephen V. Ryan, organized
the parish in June, 1853, and the following April
opened a school conducted at first entirely by
lay teachers. Three Felician Sisters were added
to the staff in Decem ber, 1881, to teach the girls
in the primary grades. T]le schml grew at an un-

precedented pace, reaching its peak in 1gol
with an enrollment of 20171 children. In 1906 the
sisters were given complete charge of the schaol
and staffed all the grades raught uneil then by
lay teachers.

The greatest number of schools and institu.
tions conducted by the Felician Sisters in the
United States are to be found in New Yaork
(See chart page 111 .)

PENNSYLYVANIA

In 1882, the year of the transfer n!tﬁwFﬁﬁmm
motherhouse from Polonia to ﬂmt. the sisters
entered upon their first reaching assignment i
the state of Pennsylvania. Called there by Father
Florian Klonowski, pastor of St Stanislaus
Kostka parish in Shamokin, the sisters taught
at the parochial elementary school until 13g6
when the Francisean Sisters of Hamburg, New
York, were placed in charge. By that year the
Felman Sisters were also teaching at three other
schools in the state. Today they conduct the 4o
estahlishments there. (See chart page 114 )

MARYLAND

The first Polish parish in Maryland was tounded
in Baltimore through the efforts of a group of
Polish political refugees called the Society of St

Stanislaus. Having gathered the funds needed
for & church, rhs}r r:hhu ned the permission of the
lacal hks]‘lﬂp to invite as pastor Father Petor
Koncz, who had been deported from Paland to
Russia by the oppressors oof his country.

Upen his arrival in Baltimaore in 1480, [Father
Koncz organized St. Stanislaus Kostka parish
and opened a small school, which was conducted
at first by a professional lay teacher. Tn 188 the
school was entrusted to the Felician Sisters, who
taught there until 1926 when they were suc.
ceeded by the Franciscan Sisters of Hamburg,
New York,

The Felician Sisters today conduct one school
and one mission center in the state of Maryland.
(See chart page 116 .)
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ESTARLTEHMENT

Immaculiate Heart of
Mary' Convent

St Stinizlans

. Bt Adalbert
. St. Hyacinth
- St John Kanty
. Transfiguration

v Jmmaculate Heart of

Miary Flome

Sierad Heurt

. Assumpnion

St Stanislaus
81, Telix Home

St. Adalberr

St. Casinur

St Adalbere
St. Barbara

St. Hedwig

Haly Cross:
Transfiguration

St. Josaphar

. Immaculate Conception

55, Perer and Poul

Sr. Stanisfaus
Ouwr Lady of
Crestochowa

. 86 Lake

St. Hedwiz
Assumptian
St. Augustine

NEW YORK

TYPE OF AUTTVITY AT 'RESENT

Motherhouse, novitiate, school for
aspirants, monthly publication of
peticdical Ave Marm, Feliciana
publications for community purposes,
cicechetical instruction, altar bread
bakery, lay retreat center, Psycho-
logteat and Child Guidance Clinie
Elementary school, kindergarten,
catechetical instruction

Flementary school, kindergarten,

eatechetical instraction

E]E:ﬂ']t.‘nt_ﬂl'y school, kindergarren,
garechetical instruction

Elemeantary school, kindergarten,
catechetivul instruction

Flementiry schaoul, kindenrarten,
catechetical instruction

Orphanage for hoys and girls; elementary
school, kindergarten, program for mentally
retarded children

Elementary sehool, high school,

kindergarten, catechetical instruerion

Elementary schoal, kindergarten,
catechetival instruction

Flementary school, kindergareen,
cacochetioal Hstruction
Heme for working wamen and girls,

sewing shrouds

Elementary school, eatecheticn] instruction

Flementary school, kindergarten,
eatechetioal instruction

Flementary school, catechetical instruction
Elemencary school, kindersarten,
catechetical instruction

Elementary school, Kindergirten,
L'[ltl:ﬂhmﬂﬂj nstruction

Elementary school, eatechetcal nstruction
Elementary school, kindergarten,

citechetical instruction

Elementary school, kindergarten,
cuarechetical instruction

Elementary school, catechetical ingtruetion
Elementary school, kindergarten,
catechetical instruction

Elementary school, carechetioal instroction
Elementary school, kindergareen,
cutechetenl instruction

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catecheticnl Instrudtion

Elementary school, catechetical instruetion
Flementary schoal

Elementary schoaol, kindergarten,
catechetical instruction

TAOCATION

Checkrow g
transferred o

Bufalo
Buffalo

Buffalo
Dunkirk
Buffalo
Buftulo

Checkrowaga

Syracuse
Buffalo
Amsrerdam
Buffula

New York Ciry
Buffulo

Staten Island
Lackawanna

Dunkirk

Salamanca
{ilean

Chesktowaga

Kingstan
Depew

New York City
Noreh Tonawanda

Buffalo

Floral Purk
Albion

Depew
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EETANLESHMEN'

. 55, Perer and Paul

St Hwacintly

. Our Lody of

Conselatinn

. Guardinn Aneels

St. Mary

. Transligaration

. Cueen of the Mogt

Holy Rosary

. Parronage of

St Joseph

. St Joscph

. St Andrew

. St Stanislaus Kostka
. St. John Gualbert

. Se Sranislus B,

. Immaculare Heart of

Murv Acadeny

. 8t Stanislaus Kostka
. Sacréd Heart
. S Flordan

. Precious Bloed

5t. Vialentine

. Oueen of Peace

. St Stephen
. 5p Michael

s Our Lady of

Crzestochown

. Trapsfiouracion

. St Cammr
. Queen of All Saints

. 81, Francis

. Sf, Stanislaus

NEW YORK (continued)
THPE OF ACTIVITEY AT PRESENT

Flementary schanl, ll-:':udcrg,ﬁrtrn,
catechetical instruction
Elementary school, Kindergarten,
carecheticnl inscruction
Elementury schoal

Dhiy nursery

Elemensary school, kindergarten,
eatechetical instruetion

Elemenzary school, kmdergarten,
cutechetical instruction

Eletnentary schoal, catschetical instruction

Tome for working women and girls

{a development af the Hotne for Poligh
Irmimigranes on Ellis Taland, 18g7)
Elemensary school, ¢arecherical ihstruction
Elementary school, ¢arecherical srruction
Elenrentary achoaol, kindergarten,
catechetical instrizction

Elementary scheol, kindergarren,
citechetical instruction

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catecheticn] instruction

Private high school for girls

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catecheticnl instruction
Elementary school, Kindergarten,
catechencal nstruetion
Elementary schoal, Kinderparen,
catechorcal instroction
Elemestary school, kindergarten,
eatecherical itstruiction
Elementary school, kindergarten

Flementary schoal, kindergarren,
earechetical instruction
Carecherical Instruetion
Elementary school, kindergarren,
carecherical instruction
Elementary school, kindergarven,
catechetica] instruoton
Flementary school, kindergarcen,
catechetical mstrudtion
Carechetlenl instruction
Elemenrary school, kindergarten,
catechetical instruetion

Sumner camp for girls, catechercal
EtTeton

Carechetical instructiong

112

LOCATION
Buifila
Lsckawanna
Brooklyn

Bufilo

Mew Yark Mills

Syriouse
Buffale

New Yok City
Flerida

Sinan
Ringhamron
Checkiowied
ltica
Checkrowaga
trittlerred o
Buflyg
Wingnta Falls
Batzvin
Fuffalo
Poatfilo

Bultale
Buffalo

Syracuse
Lackawanna

Buffala
Rume

Endicott
| ackawaring

Barker

Pine Tslind

PATE

0
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1585
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nel,

T

By

B

gl

. 5t Stephen

. St Andrew Bobola
. 5t Joseph

8 Gabrel
J5t, Tng

. 5t Mury
iz

St Malentine

. Infant Jewus

br. Peter

. 5t. Rita Hotne

.ot Patrick

- St Ann

. St Joseph
.8 Bramislous

St Mary

. St Bartholomew

Joats Ann

Tmmagulate Efmm::ll?riun
Preparatory Schoo

Motre ame du Lac

Cur Lady of Grace

BEEILLT Cilton High
Schoo

. Fuabilic County School

Private residence

O Lady of
Mt Carmel

St. Mary

. Resurrecrion

Cueen of Martyrs

S5t. Thutrus

: Holy Cross

. Privare resirdence

. Holy Spint

. Immaculate Conception
. A, Aathony

Sarred Heart
St Jumes

St Aanelin

Catechenical and language instruction

(during the summer)
Carecherical instruction

Carecheniea! center, Sunday nursery
since 1g49

Catechetios! instraction

Catecheticl instrugtion
Catechetieal nsrruction

Carechetien! nstruction

Dlay nursery, cacechedcal instructon
Catechericdl center

Homve for mentally deficient children
under ve youars of age

Catechetical instruction
Carecherieal ingrruction
Catecherical instruction
Carechetical instruction
Catecherieal instruction
Catechercal instruction
Catechetical instraction

Supervigion of domestic work ar the
Capuchin preparatory school

Supervision of domestic work at the
diocesan summer house of stadies for
SEMInLrians

Catechetionl nstruction
Diveesan high school for girls

Catechetioal Instruction
Carechetionl instruction
Carechecieal instruetion

Carecherical insrruction

Elementary school, catechenical
istructinn

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catechetioal mstruction

Carechereul ingtruetion

FElementary school, kindergarten,
cutechetical instruction

Curechericzl instruction
Catechatical eenter and gocia] work

Carecherical instruction
Catechetical msoruction
Elemen tary school

Carechetical instrucron

Elementary school, kindergarten

113

Oswego

Pellets Tslindd
Baonwille

Blossam
Hillind Patent
W, Leyden
Williamshridze
Perry

Lawwville
Getaville

Burker

Hinekley and Prospect
Perry

Perry

Capenhagen

(d Forge

Remsen

Crarrisan

Bemug Paint

Wasdlnwn
Buthaly

Martimsburg
W Martingborp
Brant

Cilentield
Choektowinm

Cheskrownza

(irein
Buffala

Warson
Nureh Colling

Eden

Farnham
Benningron Center
Diepew
Tanawinda

I5358

1035
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1940
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1941
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ESTABLISHMENT

. Our Lady of the Sncred

Heiirt Canvent

;S Adalbert
. o Lagrentns

St. Joseph

. Muother of Cansalation

. 5t Josaphat

Transfiguration
St Mary

. 5t Mary

St. John Cantios
Sacred Heare
Huly Trinity

Se. Hedwag

. Assumption of BV AL
. Guardian Angel
. Our Lady of

Crestochown

. 5t Stanesbaus Kostks
. =e Leseadia

. St Cyprian

. 8e. Genevieve

. Seo Sranislous

a2, 5t Anthony

. 5t Hilary
. Bt Martha
g, Our Lady of the Sacred

Heart High School

2y, Transfiguracion

7. St Peter
aft. St Peter

e

b

S
b,

39

26, St. John the Evangelisc

Sacred Heart
Savred Hears

55, Peter and Paul
St Michael

. Our Lady
. St John Kanry

Praparatory School
Dur Lady of

Mt, Carmel

St. Joseph

ar. Joseph

5t Joseph Hospical

5 Our Lady of

ood Counsel

PENNSYLVANIA

TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PFRESENT

Wocherhouse, novitiure, school for
aspirants, catechetical instrction,

lay retreat cenrer

Elementary schonl and high schoal
Elementary schaol, catechetical instruction
Elementary school, kindergareen;
catecherical instruction

[llementary school, kindergarten,
catecherical matruction

Flementary school, kitdergareen
Elementary schenl, catechetical mstruction
Elementary cchool, carecherical instruction
Elementary school, juniar high school,
catechetical instraction

Elementary sehool
Fleimentary school, kindergarten
Flementary school, kindergarten
Elementary schaol, kindergarten
Elementary school
Elementary school

Elementary schoal, kindergarten,
catechetical instruction

blementary schoel, carechetical insrruction
Flementary schonl, carechetical instroetion
Elementary school
Elementary school, catechetical instruction
Elementary schoo!

Elementary school, kindergarten,
catecheticnl inscruction

Catecherical instriction

Catecherical instroction

Frivate high school and boarding school
for aicls

Catechetical instrirction

Elementary sehool, catechetical instruction
Carecheticul instruction

Elementary scheol, catechetical instruction
Elementary schpal, eatecherical mstruction
Carechetical inatruetion

Carecherieal instruetion

Catechetical instruerion

Carechetical inatmétion

Supervision of damestic work In the
Vincerntizn I'athers’ Preparatory school
Catecherical instruction

lementary school, catechetical instruction
Flemeneary school

Dhocesan general hospital and school of
IS

Elementary school, catecherical instroetion

Ti4
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IMoKeesport
transterred o
Coraopolis

Pitesburgh, Pa.

Philadelphin
Mt Carmel

Me. Carrel

Picesburgh
Mt. Rléedsant
MecKessport
Reading

Sharpshure
Praddock
Eirie

Erie

Ol City
Pistshurgh

New Kengington

Barneshoro
Wilmerding
Pirrsbureh
Canonsburg
Ambridge
Ranshaw

Woashington
Cirnvetan
Coradpolis

Russelton

M., Carmel
Atlas

Latrobe
Youngstown
Alverda
Arcadia

Glen Camphell
Wesr Narrona
Ere

Braddock
Coraopolis
Port Vue
Philadelphia

Southhampton
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OHIO

The concentration of Poles in_iﬂ'g&mm 50
great that by 1875 not enly one but two parishes
were :equirgd tusmeet thgir neads. ?Iﬁmﬁ"ﬁgt of
these, St. Hedwig's, was established under the
leadership of Father Vincent Lewandowski with
the permission of Bishop Richard Gilmere.
Eight years later, in 1883, a school was opened
-and staffed by the Felician Sisters who remained
there for four years, when the Franciscan Sisters
ook over. The second pansh, 5t. Anthony's,
was formally dedicated in 1876, but opened a
school with Felicians as teachers in 1884,

The Felician Sisters are laboring in 14 schools
in the state, (See chart page 116 .)

MASSACHUSETTS

The sisters began their apostolate in the New
Lngland States in 1#g2, when they took charge
of St. Joseph Schoel in Websrer, Muassachusetts.
The purish had been organized five years earlier
hy Father Francis 8. Chalupka, who labored
zealously to uphold the faich of the Polish immi-
grants scuttered throughout the state.

The school epened in 1#g2 with an initial en-
rallment of ninety children, By 19ob the number
ha¢l increased to oo, and in 192¢, that is, after
thirty-three years of existence, the schocl had an
enrollment of 1,050 pupils.

Gradually the sisters were also requested ro
staff 12 schools and catechetical centers i the
state. (See chart page 116 )

DELAWARE

The state of Delaware was added ' to the Felician
field of labor in t8g6, with the opening of an ele-
mentary school at St. Hedwig parish in Wil
mington. The tlhree gisters sent there that vear
from Detroit conducted classes temporarily in
the church basément until 2 new church was
erected and the former converted into a school.

The majority of the Polish tamilies belenging
to the parish came originally from the Prussian-
gecupied section of Poland. Setthing in Wilming-
ron about 188g, in ten years they gatheéred suffi-
cient funds to build a chureh of cheir own, Dur-
ing the first years, Benedictine Fathers min-
istered to their needs until Father John Gulez

T

was appointed resident pastor.

In addition to St. Hedwig school, the Felician
Sisters conduct three other schools and one in-
stitution in the state. (See chart page 118 .)

NEW JERSEY .

Tollowing the influx of Polish immigkanes into
the industrial cenrers of New Jersey, the Fe.
lictan Sisters hegan their educational work in the
state in 18g7. They were culled to staff the ele.
mentary school at St. Anthony parish in Jersey
City, the first Polish parish in the state, Organ-
ized in 1884 by Father Bolesluus Kwiatkowsk
with the permission of Bishop Winand Michael
Wigger of Newark, the parish deyeloped con-
siderably throughour the years. The school u mit
at present includes an elementary school, a kin
dergarten, a high school, and Christian doctrine
classes for public school children of the parish.

Taday the sisters are in charge of many other
institutions and mission centers in various parts
of the state. (See chart page 118 .)

KANSAS

With the turn of the :ﬂn:ﬁﬁ’& ﬁ
the Felician Sisters began o extend | arth

giiwe

ward. One of their first assignments weat of el
Mississippi River was St. Casimir School in
Leavenworth, Kansas, where they begun teach-
ing in 1goy.

The parish was founded through the initiative
of a handful of energetic immigrants from Pris-
sian-oceupied Poland. Settling in Leavenworth
about 1884, they formed a 5t, Casimir Society
and soon appealed to Bishop Louis M. Fink for
a Polish priest. The Bishop willingly granted
their request in the person of the newly-ordained
Father Alexander Smietana, who in 18g4 buile
a parish church and opered an elemenrary
school in the chureh basement. The school was
conducted by lay teachers until 1903 when the
parishioners undertonk the construction of a
combination schosl and sisters’ convent, The
following year, the Felician Sisters were asked
to take chatge of the school, the only one under
their ¢are in the state,




MARYLAND LATE
SF
ESTABLISHMENT TYPE OF AQTIVITY AT PRESENT LOCATION OPENTH
t. Hely Rosary Elementary school, kindergarten, Baltimure PB4l
entechetical instruction
a; Se. Adalbert Carecheorical instruction Wiener's Poine tgio
CHHIC LA
af
ESTFABLISHMENT TYPEOF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LOOATION DPENING
1. St. Anthony Elementary schoal, kindergarten Toledu 1884
2. St Adnlbert Flementary schnl Berea iRl
4 Se. Sranisluus Hlementary schoul, kindergarten Taledn =
4. Sr. Adulbert Elementary schol Toleda e
&, St Sramislaus Elementiry schual Steubenville 1515
fr. St. Mary's {Help of Elementary schoul Latferty il
Christians)
- St Paul Catecheticnl instruction Flushing ()
8. 5. Casimir Elementary scheol Adena L6
g, 51, Joseph Catechetical ihstruceion Fairpoing Ty
to. Sacred Hearr Elementary school Neffs Ligg i
11. Carholie Central Four reachers in divessiin high schiool Sreubenville tiygh
for bows and girls
12, Huoly Trinity Elementary schaol Byesinlle Tty
13 5t Louds Elementary school Cleveland Teyan
4. Central Catholie Twio science teachers in diogesan central Foledn 1643
high schoal for boys and girls
MASSACHUSETTS OATE
oF
FATANLINAMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LOCATION OREN NG
1. 5t Joseph Elementary school, kindergarten, Wehster g1
carechetical insfruction
2, St Sranislans Elementary school Irall River 1goh
1. Cur Lady of Elementiry schonl Sourh Boston tgob
CAestochowa
4. 5t. John the Byprise Flementery Iﬁthr.uu]. kindergarten, Silem 1gckE
catechencal instructon
g, Immaculire Conception  Elementary echool, kindereprten, Indinn Chre e 100
catechetical instruction
6, St, Sraniglauy Elemeantary school, kinderzarten, Logwell Ly
catechetioal instruction
2. Sr. Stanisloos Elementary schnol, kinderzartan, Adame 1L
enrechetical Instroction
R, Baered Heart Elemencary schaol, kindergarten, Fasthnmpron 143
catecherionl mstriction
4, St, Mary Elementary school, kindergarten, Clintan Ll
catechetical instroction
&, Sacred Heare Center (ur catechetical and langusge Greenfielil L5y
nstrnctions
11 51 Hedwig Catechetical instruction Sauthbridge 141
12, Holy Family Center for catecheticnl and language Pitrshield 1043

instructions




MISSOURI

In 1gcy, r]:n:' siome year that gh
Hﬂ.h. the sisters took charge gf m ?&ﬁ&:m]
in the state of Missourt at 5&. E&mrﬁn:! Paul
}:Iirwii in the l._1r'l.-' af St. Jqu_'

The purishioners were mﬂinljr Peles who had
migrared from other states and'Grganized chem-
selves into what they called the St. Stephen S
ceey with the express purposs of founding a
Palish purish. Upon thetr request for a priest,
Rishop John ). Hogan appeinted Father Wen-
cesluug hrz}rwnnun who in 1883 organized the
parish and built a church.

Four years later, in 1§87, he opened an ele-
mentary school, which was conducted first by
lay tenchers and then successively by three dif
ferent congregations of teaching sisters, In tgog
Father Ladislaus Rikowski, the second pastor,
invited thie Felician Sisters to take charge of the
sehool, For several years during the administra-
tun of the next pastor, Father Paul Gora, the
sthoal was once again in the hands of lay reach-
ers. In 1918, with the appointment of Father
Ladisluus L. Shsz, the Felician Sisters returned

B the achool Whese they still remain.

Since 1914 the sisters dlso staff St. Sranishius
clementary school in 5t Joseph, Missour.

CONNECTICUT
Once aguin the Felician Sisters headed East. In
Hartford, Cannecticut, Farher Stanislaus Lo-
zowski, with the permission of Bishop Michael
Tierney, founded the 55, Cynil and Merhodius
parish for tmmigrant Poles. In 196 he opened
an elementary school with Feliciing on the
teaching sraff,

Gradually the Felician apostolate spread to
other points in the state of Connecticut. (See
chart page 119 -}

MINNESOTA
In 1880, 5t. Adalbert's, the firs
the stute, was founded in St |

efforts of about a hundred 3 1n1
The following year, with the

hﬁff}klﬂd.ttb
valof Bishop

T. Grace, they built a Lhurl_h.,im.ﬁ ifg]Lurned
Father Joseph Horbaczewski uslfffmr mﬂ-
dent pastor. Presently he npmtﬁ a IFCI'I-BGL 141
the sucristy of the church with the parish o

ganist as teacher, A small frame school butlding
was later erected on the pansh grounds, and in
(887 the second paster; Fathet Daminic Majer,
invited fwe Franciscan Sisters of Rochester,
Minnesata ta teach there. The Felician Sistors
replaced them in 1408,

At the present time the sisters eondocr other

schools and missions o the state. [See chart
pape 131 )
NEW HAMPSHIRE y |

*
"'strnuf’r:mu]ub]\-' with the n!.'l-l_ning ol ﬁ‘ﬁnn:—

sota mission 1n 1gol; the Felician Sisrérstheaded
Fasr for industrial Manchester. Six years prior
to that, the inmigrant Poles there orpanized 5t
Hedwig Parish with Father John Puchala, first
pastor. By 1606 a new clementary school build-
ing under the patronage of St Casimir was
readdy for occupancy. It was two vears later
howewer, thar the Felicians took charge.

In 1538 the sisters began to conduet Chris-
rian docrrine and language classes and opened a
kindergurten at the 5t. Stanislaus mission of
NEHhLE':L

NEBRASKA | o

In November, igol, thesisters
in Nebraska, at St. Mary e
the rural district also known as St ;
tribute to the faith of the Polish i Jmmlgr.iht L]'IL.
par}sh GWES 108 hﬂgmn["r&I to seven fumilics of
Polish Silesian farmers, who shorely after set-
ting in St. Mary, gathered the necessary funds
and n 18go built a wooden church. The follow-
ing year Bishop Thomas Bonacum of Lincoln
diveese appointed Father John Moneta as the
first resident pastor.

The next pastor, Father Charles Cwiklinski,
built a school in 1go8 and nvited rhe Felician
Ststers ns teachers. Though only a village school,
St. Mary offered unusual opportunities to its
pupils. Commercial courses and sewing classes
were added to the regular curriculum, and
boarding facilities were provided for those who
lived at a distance from the school

The sisters now conduer three other schoals
and numeraus mission cenrers in the state. (See
chart page 121 .]




DELAWARE DATE
oF
EATARLISHMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LOUATION OFERTNG
1. St Hedwig Elementary school, kindergarten Wilmsngton 186
2. St. Stanislaus Elementary school Wilmingean 1514
1. Our Lady of Grace Cirphanage for boys and jorls Oglerawn e
Heme
4 Holy Cross Elementary scheol, catecherical instruction Daover Tasd
NEW JERSEY DA
Y
EXTABLIEHMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT LOCATION OTENING
t, bmmaculare Conceprion Morherhouse, novitiate, school for Lodi tgis
Convent a:.c.pjran ts, bindery, caréchetical
instruction, altar bread bakery
2. St. Anthony Elementary school, high schoal, kinder- Jersey City ey
garten, catechetieal instraction
3o o Sramisiaus Elementiary schoal Mewark TG
4. St Joscph Flementary schoaol, high schoal, kinder Camden 1ot
garten, carechetical instretion
7. 5e, Joseph Elemen tary school, L]nd‘crg,:irtcn, Passaic iqod
catechetical instruction
6. Hely Crozs Llementary school, kindergarten, Trenton 1ipnd
catechetical instruction
7. Our Lady of Maunt Elementary school, kindergarten, Bayuanne Lyo2
Carmel catechetical instruction
8. Sacred Heart Flementary schoal, kindergaren, South Amboy Tz
citechetival inzrruction
g. 3t Srephen Elementary school, kKindérgarten, Perth Amboy Ligali
catecherical instruction
to. Fmmuaculate Conceprion  Orphanage for boys and girls, elementary Loidi I e
Home school, kindergarten, nursery
11. St. Adalbert Flementary sc %mr;l Ehzabeth LOGY
t2. St Casitnir Elementary achool, kindergarten Newark 1510
15 Ciar Lady of Elementary dchool, kindergarten Jersey City 1511
Crestochowa
L4, St Hedwig Elementary school and junior high sehool, Trenton 1411
kindergarten, ¢atecherdcal Instruction )
T§. St. Ann Elementary school, kindergarten, Jersey Uity 1914
eutecherical instruction
v Immeaculote Concepoon. Private high school for givle Lisdi TS
High School
17. St. Stanislaus Elementary schaol, kindergarten, Sayreville 1516
catechetcal mstruchion
¥, St. Valentine Elementiry school, kindergurren, Beurifield Tg1%
catechetical instruction
1. ‘St, Seanislang Elementary school, kindergarten, (rarfield l51y
catechetical instruction
22, Holy Besary Elementary school, kindergarten, Passaic |GEa
carechetical mstruction
21, St Francis of Assisi Convalescent home for sisters, M. Arlington Lej2
catechetical instruction, sewing
of altar linens and 5urpiiccs
22, Sacred Hearte Elementary school, kindergarten, Irvington 939
carechetical instruction
a9, Iminaculate Flewet Elementary schonl, catechetical mstruction Mahwah 1551
of Mary
24, St. John Canty Cirechetonl instruction Athenia 157
25, Our Lady of the Lake  Catechetical instruction Me. Arlington 154




af. Immaculate Congeption Two-vear liberal arts and reacher training Lol 16413
Juniar Cullege colloge for members of the Provinee (a
development of the Immaculaze Conce
tion Bummer Normal Schonl, 1923, and the
Immatculate Conception Teacher Training
Insciture, 1535)
7. Star of the Sea Catechertical nstruction Nalin’s Paint Lol
2. Bt Joseph Catechetical instruction West Shore et
29, Sacred Heart Elementary school, kindergarten, Wallington 1947
vatechetical instroction
45, St. Bridget Elementary school, catechetical instruction Glasshore T4
41. Holy Name Catechetical instruction Wl liea Hill 1943
2. Holy Trinity Catechetical insrruction Helmetta 1047
i3 St Cathenine of Stena Carechetiea! instruction Clayton THL3
4 Tnearnation Catecherical instructimn Maritun (1743
at, Queen of Peaee Carscherical ingtruction Pitman 15943
i Se. Joseph Catechetical instruction New Brunswick S
47 5t Francis de Sales Catechetical instruction Laodi 948
80 5t James Carecherical ingtruction Pennington 1547
0.5t Michael Carechereal instruction Trenton 1527
40, Our Lady of Carechetical instruction Nutley 1947
M. Carmel
41. St. Theresa: Elementary school, kindergarten, Linden T4
catecherical instruction
41, 8t Michael Elementary schoal, eatechedieal nstruction Lyndhurst 1531
44 Our Lady of Me: Carmel  Citechetical instrction Berlin 1gsl
o Immaculate Conceprion  Catechertical instruction Spotawood Ig32
45. 5t Mary Elementary school, tatechedeal instruction Cﬁnsmr 1454
4b. St Joseph Catechetical instruction Hackensack 14353
CONNECTICUT LATE
ar
EATARLISHMENT TYPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT IOCATION OFENTNG
1, Our Lady of the Angels Motherhouse, novitiate, schoal far Enfield 1532
Convenr ' agpirants, altar bread bakery,
catechetical instruction
2, 58, Cyril and Methodius  Elementary school, eatechetical instruction Hurrford ety
w5 Mary Elementary school, catechetical instruction Middletown gl
- 5t Joseph Elementary Hf.‘hu»u| catechetical instruction Rockwille tnid
. 5t Adalberr Center for carEchEt[nn] and lanpuage Thompsonville 1934
instructions, kindergarten
. 5t Briduet Catechetical instruction Muoodus 1937
n. 5t Mary: Center for carechetical and langunge Torrington Tk
instructions
B Our Lady of La Salette  Supervision of domestic work mn the Hartford T4
seminary of the Missionary Fathers
of Our Lady of Ln Salette
5 Our Lady of the Angels Private J.'!.'Eg‘i:l scheal for girls, catechetical Enfield 1644
Academy instruction
ia. 5t Bernard Catechetical instruction Hazardwille 1944
11. Enfield St. Schoal Carecherieal instruction Enfield 1545
11. St Jaseph Center for catechetical and language Suffield 1abi
instruetione
13- Our Lady of the Angels Kindergarten Enfield 1541
School for Young
Children
f4- Uur Lady of the Angels  Two-year liberal ares and reacher training Enficld 1550
Junior College collewre for members of the provines (a
dn:;'t:]fupm:nt of Our Lady of the Angels
i Teacher Tramning Iﬂﬁtll.'l.l[E, 1545
15. 5t. Juseph Catecherical instruction Poquanock 1953



WEST VIRGINIA
Polish immigrints who settled heeling in
the go's were ministered toltemptrarly by
Father Ladislaus Miskiewice of Pr#tshurgh, In
1895 he organized them into u St. Ladislaus So-
ciety for the purpose of founding a parish of
their nwn. Before they requested Bishop Duon-
ohue for a pastor, they bought & parcel of land
far a church site. Heeding their plea, the Bishop
entrusted the organizution of rhe Sr. Ladisiaus
Parish in 1got to Father Emil Musial, an alum-
nus of the Polish Seminury in Detroie, Ino1go3
under his guidance & new church was completed.
In its hasement he arranged some classrooms
where with the help of some lay teachers he sec
up a program of studies, in effect until g1,
That year, upon his invitation, four Felicians
assumed E’Eﬂfﬁ'li]'_lg duties there,

St. Ladislans School is the only Felician mis-
sion in the state,

VERMONT

Thirteen years after their en into West Vir-
giniu, the sisters ndded another state to their
feld of labor. In September, 1934, they began
their educational apostolate in the state of Ver-
mont ot St. Sranistaus Kostka School 1 West
Rutland. Organized seventeen years earlier by
Msgr. Valentine Michulka, rhe school was con-
ducted by lay teachers until the coming of the
FFelicinn Sisters,

Sinee 1939 the sisters teach in Bellows Falls,
at Sacred 1eart elementary school which also
19 i center for catechetical and language instruc-
tians.

TEXAS

In 1952 the Feli

Southwest with ¢
maculite Conoe
The p:lﬁsﬂ'l itsel

entered the great

stone strucrure, |
into an elementary school

der a lay teacher, From 1911 6l 1618 thres S
ters of St. Joseph from Stevetis Point, Wis
consin, taught in the school, Next came the
Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word from:
Shiner, Texas, and they remained there yntil
(932 when the Felician Sisters were invited o
take charge. A new school building was erectl,
in 1936 o accammodate about joo children, [n
194y o new convent was buile to accommuodute
the faculty of eight sisters,

It is notewarthy to mention that until Loy
the school was purely parochial. Because of local
circumstances, thar year the pastor wag come
pelled o request the Texus State Board of Lde
ucation that Immaculare Conception be given
the status of a public school with the name,
“Bremond Independent Schoaol,™ '

Iny addicion to this school the sisters also i
charge of other elementary schools, a hoepital
and catechetical centers in the state. (Sed chart
page 121 )

MONTANA

During the sunumefs
tonducted  Christian
Philip's Parish in Sty
dren of Pulish farmers 0
children arctend a one-ron 1| virtslie e
staffed by Paolish lay eeachers. The first attempe
of the sisters at mission work in thae stare was
termiinated that very sume summer.

NORTH DAKOTA

The very first Felician missiofi )
held only during the summer
nard’s in Belfield where the s
children in Christian doectrine.

The first permanent Felician mission, hows
ever, dates from the past century when German
immigrants came to Litele Heart in 18g1. Two
years later these determined and rupged plonesy
founded the St. Anthony Parish and three years
later they built a church and renamed the mws
St. Anthony.

Although the parish school was opened
tgoh, it wus not until five years later that the
Ursuline Sisters ¢ame from  Kalvarienbens,
Rheinland, to staff the German schoal. W%-’.




ESTANLIEAMENT
1.8 Adalbert

1, ar. Casimir

3- Hrl!'_l.-' Tr:ni:_-,'

4+ or, Jolm Yianney

MINNESOTA
LVPE OF ACTIVITY AT FRESENT

Flementary school

Elementury school, kndergarren,
catecheticnl Instruction

Elementnry sehool, cntechetical insrruetion

Curecherieal insrruction

LOCATION
St. Paul

St. Paul

Spurh St Paul
South S5, Paul

DATE
our
OPENING
Ty

[ eptt

15954
1Gs4

HEFARLIFHMENT

1. St Mary

2. 5r. Francis
3. St Anthony
& St Stephen

5o St Mary

b. St. Joseph

NEBRASKA
TVPE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESERT

klementary school, kindergarten
FElementary sehdol
Elementary schonil

|‘:|err||i'?|r11r3.r 5::|‘.|m;-'|: L:inr_i;:rgart:m.
ciutecheden! ingouction

Catechetieal nsrruction

Catechetical instruction

LOCATION

St Mary
Ashton
Farwell

Fxeter

murtnn

Friend

BATR
Py
OFENING
EFiah)
(¥l
131

1)

T

Fa3d

ESTABLISHMENT

Lo Immaculite Conceprion

. 5t Peter
3 Nativity of BV ML

4 Huoly Cross

5, Annunciation of BN,

fi. 5t Anthony

7. Immaculate Conception

2. S Ann
4. St Anne

va. Yarktown Nemorial
Haospieal

11, St Muary

B2 St Rita

17. Blessed Swcrument

TEXAS
TY¥IE OF ACTIVITY AT PRESENT
Public elemenrary school, catecherical
inatriction

Pubilic elementary schonol, eatechetiva
INSTTUCtIon

Public elementary schonl, catecherical
instrigtion

Elementary school, catechetical inseruction
Elementary school, citechetical instruction
Catechetical mstmetion

Public clementary school, catechetical
inskrELLetion

Carechetical instruetion
Catschetical instrueritn

Gieneral hospital work and supervizion

Carechenion] instruetion
Elementary school, earecherical instruction

Catechencal instrmuction

LEHIATION

Bremn

Puatask

jCl:._li-‘['I.Il"ll'.I Vil

Yarktown
St. Hedwig
Rupge

Panna Maria

Mied lenm
La Vernin

Workiiwn

Seockdule
Forr Worth
Foth

DATE
(i
OPENING

a2

1934

1534

1935
1g35
Lgig

11’4{’5

g7
1G5t

H

Ig§3
1654

FGss




time lack of teachers forced the sisters to with-
draw from there. It was then in answer to
Bishop Ryan's plea “in the name of Christ” that
the Felician Sisters assumed teaching duties in
1942 at St. Anthony's, an elementary school
with boarding facilities. It also serves as a center
for catechetical instruction.

RHODE ISLAND ]

II'I [93_1. Tl'l!: Hi:ﬂrl:n{ were L:Ii“l‘_'d ["_I.Iltlr ] g il ﬂg.'nliﬁj
this time to West Warwick. The Polish ymmi-
prants of this small New Fngland town organ-
zed Our Lady of Czestochowa Parish with the
permission of Bishop Marthew Harking under
the leadership of their first pastor, Father M.
Dutkiewice, In 1934 Father B, Rosiak opened
an elementary school with the Felician Sigters in
charge. The present enrollment is about 200,

Sinee 1537 the siseers have conducted the St
Adalbert elementary ‘school and kindergarten
in Providence. It 1s also a center for catechetical
mstruction.

ALABAMA a
Upen the invitation of Bishe 5 Thamas J. Tool-

en, the Passionist Fathérs, IC s MieGram
and Arnold Vetter, t:rpt_nui Lm for the
Negroes of B:rﬂnng]mm in kg’ E&ﬂ‘ many at-
h.m]JI:H T e rLllg'mus tw fhe Fathers
turned to the Felictan Sigters who nPFncd i
school in the full of that vear with four sisters on
the staff and an enrollment of 100 children. In
¢4 there were §75 children in attendance at
the school and l-.mdurgartcn Of these ong third
were Catholie, which is cloquent testimony of
the fruitful labors of the Passionists and Feli-
cians there, as the mission started out with only
gt% Carholies im1cs n:g'liafi:r.

LOULISTIANA

Recurring failures of the local hespital in Bus-

trop foreed the city officials to turn f &Hvit.e to
the Franciscan Fathers in Mﬂﬁﬂ. Futhﬁrg
suggested that some religious ta

manage the institution. Upan the plea c:i' the
citv officials, the Felicians undertook to staff
the hospital for a one-year petiod at first.

The sisters arrived on May 28, 1942, and aftee
two weeks of readjustments, rhcv qpened the:
go-bed Sacred Heart Hospital to the predoms
inantly Protestant public. In ten years the s
ters served 16,656 patients there.

In the course of Hme the authorities showed
no interest in making necessary repairs, to s
nothing of prr_nwdmg A new huspuurur EVEN £
larging the old one—measures that were e
(uired if the sisters were to meet the highest
r‘n.ll'sing standards. Cun:g{fquurtﬂy_. the 5uperi:mf
recalled the sisters from Busrmp on May 60

1952

WASHINGTON D. C.

In March, 1946, the sisters were engaged in "
new type of worlk in the country’s capisl, In
response to the pleas of Futher Patrick ], O

Connor, procurator of the Sisters' College at the
Catholic Umiversity of ﬁmtnr;l., thiree sisters
were assigned to supervise the general house
keeping at Brady Hall, a residence building for
student sisters on the campus.

OKLABDOMA

Of the nine l‘iml_pitﬂ.l:q'in thie [J
the management of the Felic
lociared in che state of lelﬂ.hﬁ?lﬁr 1
these, the Blackwell Generil H[}ﬂ.‘r!i‘ﬂ, !
well operating since 1912, was procured by the
sisters on Aupust 1, 1946, Two years later they
u|_11_11v::d a School tur Practical Nurses, the first
of ity kind in the state.

The entire projeet progressed at such sapl
pace that in 1958 a new rr_plawm:nr Tl
and a Enmpnslte bnlding of the nurses’ sc&n{,
nurses’ residence, and sisters’ convent was bule
in the 1."11:51'1'1[3:‘ [:I!'rh{,: old strocture,

To date the Felicians have engaged in yarioug
works of mercy in the stare, (See chart Pageidl

MAINE
The first and the only fuunrmdm;ﬁh]m} elrcaan

Sisters in the state is a small the heart
of Bangor, a vacation resclte phier 10
1946, the sisters were asked M"ﬁ'n.f: over the
Paine Hospital which was f@,thcmmg s o i



U =t Bk Lt

T

vate medical institution, Having renamed 1t
after §t. Joseph, the sisters hegan their chan-
table work there on June 1, 1947, The maximum
capacity of the hospital does nor exceed thirty
beds, yet it serves approximately 1,400 patients
yearly, rhe majority of which are surgical cases,

CALITFORNIA

The first Felician mission on the Pacific coast is
located in Pomona, twenty-two: miles
from los Angeles. Fathee Thamas Enghsh,
pastor of St. Joseph Chureh there, purchased &
former private academy and m%i with the
consent of His Eminence James Cardinal Mec-
Intyre, requested the Felicians to staff the newly
acquired elementary school, The following year
the sisters opened a high school which has an

enrollment of more than oo roday. 1t serves as

sary Hospital in CN‘H

a catechetical mstruction center also,

Since 1949 the Ielician Sisters have taught in
the Sacred Heart elementary school for Mexican
children, also in Pomona.

IOWA

The only Feliciun migsion in the state is the Ro-
In 942 the lare
Thomas and James Roach lefe§asg,oco ro Cath-
olic charities, naming Farher Maurice Powers
of St. Patrick’s as the sole executor of the es-
tate, He decided to sponsor the erection of & hos-
pital in the city, Community dnives for funds
and a federal aid grant made it possible for the
Board of Reach chariries ro present the deed of
a debt-free hospital ro the Feliciuns in 1951,

ORLAHGMA DATE
or
ESTARLISHMENT TYPE OF ACTTYTTY AT PRESENT LOCATION RNPFENTNG
1. Avsumpzion of che Matherhouse, novitiate, schoal for Porca City 953
B.V.M. Convent aapirants, Ctholie Loan Libeary, lay )
retreat centor, catechetical imstruetion
1, Blackwell Gieneral Creneral hospital work and supervision, Blackwell 1gals
Hisspital School for Practical Nurses
3+ Dur Lady of Victory [Macesan maternity home and nursery Bethany 1545
Maternity Home
4 8t Fruncis Hospital General hospital work and supervision, Haldenwille 1546
catecherical manmction
5. 56 Joseph Elementary schoal, kinderaarien, Blackwell 114l
catechetival instroction
. Okarche Memorial General hospital work and supervision [¥earche g4
Huospital
7. St Stephen Catechetical instruction Icldenville 1947
B Bt Joseph Elementary school, kindergarten, Tonkawa 1945
catecherical instruction
. Sacred Heare Catechetical instruction Fairfax 1951
ia. 5t Philip Ner Elementary school, catechencal instruction Midwest City 534
11, 5t Mary Elementary schoal Tulsa 1954
12, 5. Arne Flementary school, kindergarten, Broken Arrow 1954
carechetical inatruction
1. 8t Corneliug Carechetical insteactinn Cherokee EQRs

123




“uerey is the foundation of rhis communiry, and in mercy it had its origin.”

—Memoir of Fgiz

“What else could have influenced me to pather poor women and children
about myself excepr Love or nEGHBORE . . . No difficulties could dishearren
me: 1 sacrificed myself for mast onerous tasks, only rhat T might bring reliet

to others.”
—Meditations of Muotker Angela

“Since the.mntemplﬂriw:-nctive life obliges the members of the congregation
to render all types of charitable service to orhers for the love of Christ, . . . the
sisters ought to be permeated with the spiuT oF mirey, mindful that no othes
virtue is so becoming o thoss who are hidden in the Heart of the Mother of
Merey.”

— Chnatituttons of 1877
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“C“HE HAS8 FITLLED THE HUNGEY WITH GOoOoD THINGS.''
1The Active Apaﬁalaz‘g
[. THE ORDINARY APOSTOLATE

JINCE THE DAYS of their founding the Fe-
lieian Sisters have been cngugtr.l in a three-
fold apostolate: works of merey, education, and
missionary activity. One notuble aspect of thelr
work is the Franciscan preference for service to
the poor and the underprivileged together with
i readiness to undertake dithealt and thanlkless
tasks refused l‘r}i' uthurs; another is the catholic
spirit which prompted them to extend their
mercy to national groups other than Polish in
and outside of Poland. In this, they fellowed the
exumple of their Foundress, Mother Angela,
whose overflowing charity embraced the Jews
and Ruthenians in the work of the congregation
in the hrst decade of its existence. Father
Honorat, the co-founder, envisioned and ap-
proved the broadening of their field of actvity
ton, when he wrote:

it seems to me thit God is placing our land in
I..'nur hands—I1 mean, He is entrustihg our entire
Ao to vour charitable libors and infuence.
You have already enteved the Polish land under
Avstrian noedpation: yoo have even gained the
land of the Potes in Amenica, You will take pos
UL T nr||}' of Polish luneds, Tt alsy nfnrhﬂm,
if you persevere in your vocation, gnd if you do
not forsake the spivic of St Francs

It was because of her sympathy for Christ's
poor that Mother Mary Angeln Trosskowska
founded the Tnstitute of St. Felix. Francisean
zeal inspired her to engape in varied good warks
whereby she set a pattern for the future mis-
sions of her congregation, The institute was pri-
marily an orphanage where the sisters cared for
‘homeless children, but which alse served as a
school for the poor girls of the vicinity. Those
aged siv to ten, were taught reading, writing,
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arithmetic, catechism, and bible history, Those
from ten to fiftesn were given instruction in
needlework and homeerafts, preparing them for
housekeeping in the homes of the wealthy,

In addition to the orphanage, the insttute
providerd 4 shelter for aged and disabled women,
a carechumenate for Jewish girls and those of
other denominations, and a forty-bed hospital.

Elsewhere in the city the sisters were in charge
of & home for delmr[uenl_ girls and fullen women
called a Magdalen Asylum. To provide funds for
1ts upkeep; the resident women took in laundry
and made artificial fowers. When those means
puwuf inadequate, the sisters resorred to solic.
iting alms. A convalescent home for poor wom-
en, who had nowhere to go when they were dis-
l:]::i.rgt.'ri from a hospital, was also conducted by
the sisters.

I 1857 the direction of the Francisean Third
Order Secular for women was entrusted to them
by Bishop Benjamin Szymanski. Trained in the
fairhful observance of the Rule, the tertiaries
contributed greatly to the renewal of religious
fervor among the laity of all elasses. Alongside
the names of humble servants und seamstresses;
the first registries list reachers, public officials,
and even women from the unsmera.ﬁ‘}f, such as
the countesses Zamoyska, Lubienska, and Po-
tocka.

With time the sisters also direcred various
religlous organizations, conducted retreats for
women, prepared children and adules for the re-
ception of the sacraments, visited the sick and
the poor in their homes, and brought consola-
tion to the imprisoned.

This wide range of activities was confined to
the city of Warsaw until 1859, when the Agricnul




tural Society requested the sisters to undertake
work among the peasants. Mother Mary Angela
heeded the plea and in the span of the ensuing
four years (182g-1861), she sent sisters to staff
twenty-seven such centers, called Oclirony, seat-
tered in towns and villages of Russian-oecupied
Paoland.

Each center was so organized as to meet the
noeds of the peasants. It usually included a med-
ical dispensary where a sister-infirmarian treated
the minor ills of her patients, trying at the same
time to cure them of their many superstitions; a
classroom where a sister instrucred younger chil-
dren in catechism and in elementary school sub-
jects, and the teen-agers in handicrafts and use-
ful skills; and a norsery where small children
brought in for the day by mothers who worked
in the fields, were occupied with games.

In the evenings and on week.ends the building
was transformed into a community center for
youth and adules. Religious instrucnion, spirit-
ual reading, congregational singing of church
hymns, the rasary, stations, and examination of
conscience filled in the hours, varying with the
liturgical season. Often far removed from the
parish church and long deprived of spiritual care,
the simple folk crawded to hear the word of God.

In their zeal the sisters undertook any activiry
which could arouse the peaple from their spirttual

letharzy.

WORKS OF MERCY

The activities of the congregation before the
suppression in 1864 repeated many times their
mttern of works of mercy in orphanages, asy
lums for the aged, nurseries;, liturgical-vest-
ment workshops, direction of pious secieties,
temporary hospitals, and free-kitchens. The last
two gained prominence mainly during the war
periods.

Unique among the Felician charities is a sep-
arate serving kitchen for students in Cracow
which developed from the free-kitchen, initizted
in 1872, T1ll the present duay, “Sister Samuela's
Kitchen,”" named after tts one-time directress,
serves o free noon-mend daily to about 300 poor
students attending local higher institunions of
learning, Sister Mary Samuela, who spent most
of her lifetime at this worl, studied and met the

S M, Spmuela’n kifchen, insgruted m Cracow, 10 1877, Soj.
finees to provide o noon-menl for the poor studénts ol highe
irnttutions of lesrmine. AR avergze of 900 menls o seread dully




neerls of the students with maotherly solicitude,
providing them nat only with meals but also
with NECTSSLry -::Im“hing_, medical attention, and
sympatheric advice. Her inrerest exerted a sal
utary and lasting influence on the lives of the
FOUNE men;

A constant fow of funds was made possible
through Sister Samuela's personal sohicitatons
and periodical denations from the wealthy, Lat-
er, contributions came from priests; p|-|1,r-5.1¢:111s,
im’-}LrH, FH"(JiLHHUTH, Eovernmeant officrals, and
pthers who sat at the common table during their
student days. From l{mn.:._, EL[E‘[LL[[‘I., Lrance,
and .—'Ln]-:rk.l, letters of apprecation came in
regularly, and almost vach one contained some
contribution.

Emperor Francis Joseph of Austria in recog-
nition of this soccfal work, awarded Sister Sam-
peln a medal of meritin 1gis.

Howewer, Sister Sumuela was honored even
more in 1527 when the student kitehen observed
its fiftieth anniversary. The jubilee was preceded
by firse rare publicity in the press, and smong
the ciry and school authorites. Some of the var
ious congrarulirory messages were those of the
Cracow Praesidiom of the Counvt] of Minsters,
the president of Cracow, and the Governor
(Wojewaodaj, On the vigl of the jubilee lectures

and discussions on heroes of merey were held 1n
schools at the order of the Craceow Board of Ed-
weation. On the morning of the anniversary all
the schools took part in the solemnities at the
Jagellonian University's 5t. Anne Church with
Sister Samuela and important personages in at-
tendance. After the services the warious schools
passed 1n review before Sister Samuela as a trib-
ute of honer. The press estimated the roral
meals dispensed o poor students during the
fifty years to be 3,H6oe00. In 1927 Sisrer Sam-
el received a monetary award and was chogen
Luu P b*, the "'il:ﬂs.fr:n]"r' af Arrs and Sciences

appreciation of her humanitarian work in
Cr'iﬂr_u"r.

Afrer World War I1 the politico-soctal change
m Poland effected-a transtormation of the Fe-
fician apostolate there. It 15 true that congrega
Hons wore restralned i their traditional actiw
tes, but the post-war needs of Poland were so
preat that the regime perforce allowed religious
to engage i limited social and charitable works,
Ay on resudry Felicians went back to the cityv-pnor
and peasants; working under mest difficult con.

ditions: as formerly.

A similar pattern of chariteble undertakings,
iminiated in Warsaw, alse developed in America
with the arrival of the first pioneer ststers in
1874, Morher Mary Monica, the first superior,
gave the impetus to social work by epening the
St. Clare Orphanage 1n Polonia, Wisconsin,
(diseontinued 193 &) Within the next fifty years
the congregation 1.111-.ir.1rmn|«. work 1 nine oth-*r'
urphmages located 1n La Salle, Illinois (1878 —
dhscontinued in 1887); Detroir, Michigan (1832;
Manitowoe, Wisconsin (14 87—discentinued
1934)3 Butfals, New York (18g2): Milwaukes,
Wisconsin (19073 Lodi, New Jersey (1gog);

1~*511:.%. Hlinois (1g11): Jaq..ksn"l Michigan {(1g12);
and Ogletown, Delaware (1931

In various child erre Tnemtaans, |:r|:|mrus and eiviliren of heokes
b are given the opportunity o enjoy an almest pormal hame
it




All ten ar 'I'b]]‘?ll]"lE:l;."i arose in answer to the ery-
ing needs of Polish settlements. The Poles wani-
ed to see their orphaned children in the hands of
Catholic sisterhoads of their own naronality,
beeduse this would séem o ensure the emotional
and social stability of the unfortunate child, In
time, however, the institutions began to admit
chilidren of varioos nationalities and races.

These orphanages, more propetly called child
care institutions for dependent children, now
harbar not only arphaned children but also these
Lieprw ed of praper paren tal care as a result of
mixed m'1|rmg:_ :-;:_Iur.mun, divoree, desertion,
illegitimacy, destitution, and physical or mental
illness of parents.

Through seventy-five vears (from 1874-1949)
more than 8 OO children foand a temporary
haome in those instititions, In the capacity of
grnup F'l"l'lthcl'-'-, ead hETS MT5ES, I“'E”ﬂ"l-ﬂb
clerks, kitchen and laundry superiisors, ﬂ.m'f
seamstresses, the sisters £y fo compensite, is
nearly as possible, for the child’s loss of normal
home care.

A more focent :1LleuprtLLn|: af the child care
:;ET"‘L‘[FL" ]ﬂ'ﬂ‘r‘]L]LLl by the sistérs are seven LL.L_'F'
nurseries, four in the Unjeed States, three in

31 Rita's Home dn Crerealle, NO Y admits menially reterded chilileen ander the age of fee,

Canada, and one Sunday infant nursery whete
the sisters “baby-sit” while the mothers attend
Mass. In the day nurseries children from two

six years of age receive religious, moral, phys.

ical, and social training which they would ful m
recetve otherwise because of home conditions.

Within the past decade the sisters have under
taken several speciafized types of child care
From 1941 to 7943 they conducted a ten-week
program of education and recreation for children
of migrant farm-laborers during the manths of
July and August at the Bishop Duffy Centerin
Brant, New York.

To meet a special social need in the United
States, the sisters also opened St, Rita Home for
mentally retarded children in Getzville, New
York in 1g41. This home admits feeble-minded,
idiot, and imbecile children under the age of five,

In September, 1942, the sisters opened a Py
chological and Child Guidance Clinic in Buffalo
New York, for the diapnosis and treatment of
menrail}a rernr[E{ i children and those who show
sighs of emaotional disturbance. The clinic 1
under the direction of a sister-specialist trained
in psychometrics and psychology.

|
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O Laialy of Vigtery Maersioy Clinoe-god Nuorsery, speraced by
the Felictan Stseers, takes core of unwed mothess aned their
elhifren.

T the unwed mother and her child the sisters
lave also stretched forth a merciful hand, Since
1946 they have operated a diocesan maternity
clinic and nursery in Bethany, Oklahoma,

Nursing, another work of mercy, dates back
to 1888, when the sisters temporarily ran a small
provisional hospital in Manitownc, ‘Ir"vik.r_-:mﬁin,
until a large local hospital was built in the city
by the Franciscan Sisters. Hospital work was re-
sumed in 1939 when the Chicago province ac-
cepted the administration of St. Mary's: Hos-
pital in Centralia, Tllinois. Today the congrega-
tion conducts seven additional hospitals: Black-
well Genernl Hospital, Blackwell, Oklahoma
(1946); St. Francis Hospital, Holdenville, Okla.
homa (1946); St. Joseph Hospital, Bangor,
Maine {1g47); Okarche Memorial Hospital,
Okarche, Oklahoma (1949); Yorktown Memo-
rial Hoapital, Yorktown, Texas (1g50]; Rosary
Hospital, Corning, Iowa {1g50); St. Joseph Hus-
pital, Philadelphia flt}ﬂ_l Other hospitils were
also staffed by the sisters for a short period of
time in the following places: one in Bastrop,
Louisiana, and in Seminole, Oklahoma, respec-
tively, three in Puerto Rico and two in Canada,
but unfavorable crecumstances, for the most
part, forced them to withdraw their services.

g Fi

Sigters in the norsing field staff ehe nine hospitdla within e
Unitec Staces,




St Wary's Tlospienl, Ceneraling THL (rge)

At present St. Francis Hospital in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, is under construction, while in Li-
vonia, Michigan, architect's plans are in the
making for the proposed St. Mary Hospical o
be located on the motherhouse grounds.

In addition to child care institutions and hos-
pitals, the sisters eperate two residence homes
for working women, one in Buffalo, St. Felix
Home {1997), and the ocher in New York Ciry,
Patranage of 5t Joseph (1913). Women who
carn their living away from home or who have
no home find here a congenial group life in o

Cathelic atmosphere. The home in New York
was & development of the St. Joseph Home for

Coamfortable quirte

« anil thi sigrers’ solicktons care midke

which the
ISters LILLEI.H (o) 5L1pe-w|=se' in 18g7. Founded Loy
the Polish clergy, the center provided guidange
and temporary shelter for Poles jusr arrivingis

Pishsh [||JJT1'|frr:||H- on Iis Island,

America, In 191 ';, upan the adviee of the hiee
-ll."-:.il.'-:., I'!I.L -,]*-.1_!,-_- P|u-’. ur‘ELi i BCPrE e |.1llJ]|_1I‘JQ‘
far the immigrant girls and women; subisequents
ly this home became a residence for warking
WOLEH,

The ststers also conduct two homes for the
aged: St, Mary im Manitowoc, Wiscornsin (1R8]
and the diocesan St. Andrew in Niles; [Hinos
(1gg1].

thi hame of the aped o Faven of securiey,




The mewe Se, Moary 'y Hime lor the Aged, Munitowoe, Win., l105s)

In 137 the sisters extended therr field of so-
cial work to Canada, where the immigrant Poles
were faced with the same problems of spiritual
neglect and social maladjustment that were en-
countered earhier by the first immigrants in the
Umted Stares. At present the sisters’ apostolate

EDUCA

Though works of mercy among neglected chil-
dren and aged women gave nise to the congrega-
tion, the Foundress and her companions con-
sidered education indispensable for the success of
their apostolate.

The Eﬁlician reaching activity, begun in Rus-
stan-occupied Warsaw before the suppression in
1864, expanded considerably in Cracow and in
other parts of the Austrian section after the con-
gregution was reestablished there in 1865, With
fime sisters were put in charge of a few elemen-
tary schools and nurseries in those: parts: Like-
wise, sisters of the Lwow province (1910-Eastern
Poland) conducted a high school in Zolkiew
which they closed after a few years because of
lack of funds After World War I they opened a
high scheol in Uhnow near Lwow. After two
years or so of existence it was liquidated.

in Canada includey all or any of these works:
day nursery, chnic, classes in Chrstian doctrine
and langunages (English, Polish, and Slovak), su-
pervised recreation, direction of religious organ-
izations, placement bureau, soup kitchen and
summer school.

TION

With the formation of & new provinece in War
saw In Ig21, the Felician Sisters established n
suburban Wawer an educational center with the
rollowing divisions: kindergarten, elementary
and secondary school, and n junior college. Mean
while, a nursing and an elementary schoal were
established in Warsaw and Kalisz respectively.

After World War I the regime removed the
sigters from all these schools except those at
Wawer. To date, however, a large number of
nurseries are still in operation and the catecher
ical centers were transferred from the schools to
the parish church buildings.

With the transplanting of the community an
Amierican soil in 1874, the educational work of
the sisters expanded to a degree unprecedented
in Paland. Scarcely two weeks afrer their arrival
sisters began teaching in a twoiraom parish




Sisrers play an impoctant part bnosecomlary e atton which Elemiefitiry education id the Szeera’ mdes oibensi v aposmolie 8

g EET _|.-|_.|,;:_:-_ fir the *ask of tomtreow. thie TInyted States,
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school which praoved ro be the seed of the future
kindergartens, elementary and secondary
schools, and colleges, in which the total enroll-
ment today exceeds the |os,0o0 mark.

During the first half-century, the sisters con
centrated their educational efforts mainly on the
elementary schoal level, responding to the re
guests of rapidly growing Palish settlements, As
early as 1912 rhe sisters taught a one-year com-
mercial course at 51 Joseph School in Chicage,
In 1915, however, the apening of 4 senior high
school ar 8t. Josaphat parish in Derroit marked
the actual enrrance of the Felician Sisrers into
the field of parochial secondary educarion, 4
decade later they began to staff’ an increasing
number of high schoole,

The sisrers conducred a private deademy and
nartnil school ar cheir metherhouse in Detroir
since 1882, for the academic training and pro-
fessional preparation of their ;13;1ir;l||_L.5, Similar
schools were founded with the eserablishment of
EVEry new province,

Toa fadlitare anid aceelerite high-_—r educatianal
LrErllﬁng of 1t% own members, the CI'IIIHI{:E{‘H‘,jr_lH
his secured charters for three jllnim' n‘%‘!]]fgts ard
onie liberal arts senior college, The latter admits
lay resident and day students.

To extend the benehrs af an education o the
people of the vicimiry, Madanna College (the
senjor college) offers late afrernopn and evening
courses, Most in request are courses in art, 5o-
ciology, education, children's liternture, and
business.

Cullege mrls emjoy the bencfics of @ liberal aresciluearion bnd the
sncin] life oifcrod o Madonae College, Livoms. Uollepe Courses

fiar aclilte nee offers] evenings at the collsge,




Ventures in the: field of spE{:i;ﬂ education be-
gan with the Reading Chnic 2t Madonna Cole
lege, Livonia, Michigan, in 1952, The Remedial
Reading Clinie in Chicago was opened in the
summer of 153. Tn Seprember of the following
year, professionally-prepared sisters Joined the
staff of the St. Mel-Holy Ghost School for the
Deaf sponsored by the archdiocese of Chicago.,
That same year, the sisters of the Immqﬂﬂa;e
Heart of Mary Children's Home in Cheekto-
wiga, New York, have been authorized by the
Firie County Department of Social Welfare to
open & apecml program for retarded children
with three specially-trained sisters in charge of
chirry-five pupils.

More and more noteworthy and meaningful

in the Felician teaching apostolate 15 the in-
creasing number of academic theses, convention
pupers, brochures, religious baoks, school texts,
dramatic hterature;, journahistic articles, musi-

Thi rermetl reading chinics conducted by the Felidan Sistere
are o part of their educetional proorom.

Tmmetcilaee Heart of Mery Chililron's Honde eontlucts o spece
progrsim (o retarded childres,

cal compositions, annals, and anniversary hooks
of the communirty,

Peculiar to the rapid growth of the congregi-
tion and the widening scope of 1ts apostolic ac-
tivity in the United States are the Felician in-
terprovincial conventions, The first of those wils)
a pedagogical convention of Felician supervisors
and prefects of studies in 1932 at the morher-
house in Detroit, Michigin, Techniques and
methods in teaching religion were discussed;
ideas were exchanged and resolutions frrmu-
lated especially for “the preservation of the Pl
ish culture and lanpuage among Americans of
Polish deseent.

Since 1g¢o under the leadership of Mother
Simplicita, superior general, a number of inter-
provincial conventions and meetings have heen
called for various administrative dand pro-
fessional groups of the commumnity. Frovis-
cial superiors and councillors, directresses of
schools for aspirants, novice and terrian mis
tresses, as well as sisters in the teaching dnd
nursing ficlds sought to unify methods, rech-
'rﬁq L1EH, '|"I'{}Lf_'LiIJI"..‘.‘i_., and E‘.-:Ehﬂngc‘: ﬂpinirm!,.
offering solutions to current problems conneced
with their work.
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MISSIONARY

The sisters” missionary apostolate hased on the
spiritual works of mercy, is another facet of the
congregation’s activities,

As the community was expanding first in Aus-
tripn Paland and then in the liberated country,
the sisters employed various means o awaken
and foster religious fervor among the people n
their immediate environment.

Ag in the days of their Foundress, they sull
organized and directed various relipous socie
flew, pdrnrulmlv El_rn.:.n graups, Sodalines,
Rosary societies, the Apostieship of Prayer,
Confraternities of the Most Blessed Sacrament
and of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, and the
Archconfraternity of the Haoly Face.

Catechetical centers and lay retreats for wom-
en continued to operate. In addition o the cire
of sieristies, the sisters baked altar breads, di-
recteil church choirs, and resumed the sewing of
VeEsSTments |l"|i|i J]TLLI’ I.i]'l" 5.

Following the pattern set by the meather-
community 1o I m.mu.] the sisters in America di-
rected similar activities in the localities where
they were missioned,

Supplying churches with alror lireacls is o chermbied malk an meny

ol the Felician estiblinhmemnes,

ACTIVITIES

Becanse of the l_'mphu.six'- pldcul ot educntion-
al work in -js.m:'rln.a, the relipous organizations
function mostly in schools. ."LJ::LUHE, those most
frequently conducted by the sisters are the Blue
Army, Catholic Srudents Mission Crusade,
Christophers, Eucharistic Crusade, Francisean
Third Order, Legion of Mary, Sedality, and
Vocation Clubs.

An important phase of their Franeiscan I~
tolate is the catecherieal instruetion of children.
Christian dectrine classes are conducted tnvan
Dus '[}'T'ﬁs UF CEenLers, Sﬂl'l'-lf_" t!]'JET‘ﬂl'E on an H-Ftl:-r
school or release-time basis, others on weekends
or during the summer months.

In Canada, however, the approach is slightly
different. Sisters conduct Christan doctrine
classes and make periodic visits to outlying dis
tricts where they give religious instruetion and
prepure children for the sacraments. Follawing
the missionary method, the gaters try to reach
the Catholics who h;L‘p"’L neglected the practice
of their faith fhr[augh their national eulture and
lahguage, by mving classes in reading, grammar,
literature, geography, and history. These courses

Fiech achon! sradenty detm it an hosor b provide finsten misions
with wlenr lingng, vestments, devovionol arocles, snd the like.




sometimes accompany or précede the catechet-
ical instrocoon,

facilities far lay retreats
at their motherhouses and other institutions,
Ameng the participating groups are high school
and  college  students, associations,
single men wnd women, Aleoholics Anonymous,
auxiliary societies, and mothers’ clubs.

In recent years, puided by the spirit of Mother

Angela and Father Dabrowski, the canprepation
1'1.1:j extended 1t services to other nationalities
and races in the so-called home missions among
Negroes, Indians, and Mexieans,

In 1936, at the requese of the late Bishop Mi-
chael Gallagher of Detroir; the dsters of the
Livonia province stuffed the newly-opened
schoal at 5t Peter Claver parish for Negroes in
the city. T'wo sisters rode daily from the mother-
house to the two-room school where they gave
regular instructions to children b L[‘I.v: L.IIII.IE"1—
garten and primary prades. In 1938, when the
St. Peter Claver pﬂ.rhh Was 1|-l|'lb-1f.‘|!!_d to Sa-
cred Heart parish, a full clementary school pro-

The sisters provide
P

¢|.leI![l[1|.ll..

Work among the colored e fonr diferes e missions dares from i

gram was developed and the sisters bhegun to ne
side at the convent riear the schoal. In 1G45 &
ninth grade was added and since 1qyq o senior
high schiool—the first of its kind in Michigui
began to function. Many conversians to the
E'dJT]l have resulted since the opening of thar el
ueational pn.ljtct.

In 1439 the sisters from Carpus Christi pirish
i Detralt hfgan to conduct carechisim classes
the nearby Holy Ghast mission for Negroes, In
gy the mission became a parish and a schoul
wits ~opened with an enrollment of gt childreh,
_-,:,,(, of whom were non-Cathalie. In gLy r|lL
entollment wias 172,

Missians right in their own baek vard - that's
whas Alrpeld Gardens proved to be to the sisters
of the Clicago provinee. A colony of war-works
TS, ru-h.hn‘r it -!'L}LI.!I'I:'J-L[ Gardens, hecame the
newest Negro niission when in S¢ |‘LLI'II|IL!‘. 553,
six sisters were assiened to teach in the newiy.
built schaol on the premises, Beainning vt
1944, Priests from the nemghboring parishes min.
istered to the Cathohes of the eolany. In 156,
h‘?'-’-t'v'r_'l'. the Fathers of the Society of the 1
vine Waord took charge of the misstan and iy
september, 1952, thﬂ had butlt 2 church and 2
schoal, founding therewith the parish of Gur
Lady of the Gardens. Despite acute short age 0
teachis g Tlmmnn-:!, the 1.r|n:LLrn PrOvInge i
cepted the mission upon a call from Uis Fi,
nence, Samiuel Cardinal Stritch. In 1G53 the
sisters moved inth a newly-built tonyent from
their temporary residence Lsmru b cistaney away,
\t present the enrollment 15 abour 400 students,
half of whom are Catholie.

Four “Home missionaries set out from Chi
cage to the Holy Family mission i Birming
ham, Alabama, in september, 1938, ar thi1n-
vitation of Bishop Thomas ], Toolen of Mobile,
who had long hoped to entrust his fock o the
care of religious téachers. The Negroes there
hecause of an unfavarable environment, were in
great need of Catholic doctrine. The Passionist
Fathers in charge of the mission purchased a
eonvent for cthe sisters close to the school anil
built a new church in 1g41 and a meglerr “id]lll'll
in 1945, At present there are mine reaching ss-
ters and about 6oo children ar the school.

The imnal venture into the field of home mis-
sions among the Indiins was made under the e
spired leadership of Father Joseph Dabrowst
as early as (876 at the Airst American Felicin




foundation, in Polenia, Wisconsin, Facher Da.
browski, having mastered the dialecc of the
Menominee Indmns 1 norchern  Wisconsin
woods, instructed and baptized a number of
them with Mother Monica heing _gn{{nmthfr )
mast of them. The sisters aided Father vicari-
cusly in his missionary work.

It was not unal sixty-nine years later, 1n Th:_
summer of LG485 thar the sisters-of the Livenia
provinee again tarned to work among the Indi-
ans. Catechetical classes were ope ened in distant
Salt Paint, Manitoba; Canada; on-an tsland ten
miles from Winnepegosis, where fifteen hali-
breed families lived in primitive conditions. Ac-
counts of the sisters’ sojourn during their only
summer there, described the paverty and the
difficult circumstances which hampered mis.
sIOnAry activity.

In February, 1951, the sisters of the Holy Ro-
sary school in Isadore, Michigan, agreed to con-
duct Saturday carechism classes at Gills Pier,
about 1§ miley south, for children from three
adjacent missions: the Indians from the Immac-
ulate Conception in Peshabetown and the whites
fraom St Gertrude in Northpore and 5t Vences-
laus in Gills Pier. The Indians are descendants
of the Otrawa and Chippewa tribes that settled
in Peshabetown in £845. Today there are about

thirty families in the village. The Indian chil-
dren show much interest and grescic] I-'v«-||| l"LI" pHaor
transportation facilites and lack of tnreresr on
the part of the parents result in 1r'<:!'_lr irn:[;ulur
atterdance.

That samie year in Seprember an Indian mis-
sion was opened by the sisters in Fairfax, Okla-
hama. During the school year religious instrue-
tions are given once a week and daly during
summer. On the average 20 to 3o children atrend
classes. The Indian children, deseendants of the
Osage tribe, Enprosent about 40% pure Indian
.umlu_w and abaut 6% half-breeds.

Duting the school year of 1953-1954, an un-
usual [ndian mission work was entrusted o the
sisters at the Chiloceo Indian  Apriculeoral
sehoal in Chiloceo, Oklahoma, where 175 stu-
dents out of Boowere Catholie, Two sisters from
the Blackwell General Hospital, about 15 miles
away, conducted Sunday catechism classes after
Mass celebrated by the hospital chaplain in the
school auditorium. Dommating the enrollment
were members of the Cheroker, Choctaw, Urssk,
Seminole, Chikasaw, and the Najo civilized
tribes, As many as 4o different tribes, however,
hawe heen rep:nswm,d during one schaoal term.
The lack of a Cathelic Ll'.lﬂ.'[.'lt"l!"" at the predom-
inantly Catholic Chilocco city resulted in de-

Siecery condunt enrechetten] classes amang the Frdinns,




Acmtdern:school and-plavground sre wlvintages offered Mexiean chilifron e the Saersd Haare School, Pamotis, Cil

fection from the Church. Other denominartions
persuaded the Catholics to attend their congre-
gational meetings:

Wark among the Mexicans hegan in 1549
when the Chicagn provinee sent two sisters to
the Sacred Heart Pansh in Pomona, Califernia,
in response to the request of His Eminence,
James Cardinal Mclntyre of Los Angeles. The
school was built by Mexicans who migrated
thers in large numbers; seeking employment and
religious freedom. Since there wis no convent
available there at first, the sisters boarded at the
Pomona mission, Since 1453, however, there
has been a new convent for the six sisters who
are teaching over joo children in the school.

Unique among the home missions of the Feli-
cian Sisters is the Queen of All Saints school,
Lackawanna, New York, which ariginated as an
annex to the Our Lady of Victory school. The
steel mills of Lackawanna offered employment
to many laborers and s0 arrrucred the poor to
the district, Solicitous for the many fallen away
and nominal Catholics there, the welllknown
Msgr. Nelson Baker, a modern apostle of char-
ity, helped organize a Catholic school for the
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children from the parishes of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart (Croatian), Assumption (Hun-
garian), and St. Anthony's (Italian) which had
no schools of their own, This mission school was
open to all rcgttrdluﬂ'a o natianality, race, or
ereed, It numberéd among its 8oe pupils many
Indian and colored childien, inaddition o chils
dren of twenty other nationalities. In 1949 the
Our Lady of Victory chapel became the Queen
of All Saines Church with the misgaion center
converted into a parish school, still open o chil-
dren of the aforementioned parishes.

In the Holy Year of 1950 the sisters ventured
into foreign missions with Niteroi, Brazil, as
their starting point, where the activities follow
the originul puttern set by the Foundress a cen-
tury ago. The sisters’ residence accommodates
an elementary school, a center for displaced per-
sonsg; ¢ medical clinie, a lay retreat house, snd a
schoaol for aspirants. During the past four years
a school was opened in each of the following
cities: Niteroi, Rio de Janeiro, Araruama, and
Sap Paulo. In addition to these schools, sistere
conduct catechetical centers, direct parish
choirs, conduct elasses in English, Polish and




:'k'f|_'.:lgi_ua':;|r:.' waork 10 Begetl includes teaching in clemeoncery schools.

Portuguese.
Imbued with the spirit of Mother Angela and
het companions, the sisters are always ready to

I[I. THE EXTRAORDINARY

DURING THE hundred years of its exist-
ence, the Congregation of the Felician
Sisters hag shown on pumerous vecasions that it
serves humanity in normal times as well as in

take on any work of merey, educational project,
or missionary sctivity among God's poor.

APOSTOLATE

pertods of crisis, that it adapts its type of work
to the need of the hour, and looks upon every in-
digent person as a brother in Christ.

AMONG THE UNTATES

A few years after its founding, the young com-
munity, consisting of recruits mainly from War-
saw and environs, turned to Ruthenian Uniates
of Podlesie and Lubelskie in 1855 to instruct
them and strengthen them in their faith, Tt was
at a time when Russta for political ends endeav-
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ored to keep the Ruthenians tn ignorance and te
force them te join the Russian Orthodox
Church. The educational acoivinies of the so-
called sehrony, the rural social centers, were
probably the most prominent factors in pre-
serving the Catholicity and the loyaley of these




Ruthemans to the Catholic Church. Neither

crafty persuasions nor bloody persecutions of

the reign of Czar Alexander I1 were able to force
them to deflect. Their resistance to Russian Or
thodoxy was unflinching even in face of cruel
death, Heroic survivors of that crucial period

AMONG THE VICTIMS OF

During the upriqing of the Poles in January,
I'H‘J], the patriots called upon the Felicians
Wurk]ng in the rural social centers, to nurse the
wounded insurrectionists. The Foundress very
willingly converted the centers into emergency
hospitals ‘and admonished her daughters to
nurse all wounded, patriot and enemy alike, be-
ing selicitous above all for the salvation of their
souls, The sisters took charge of about twenty-
five such temporary hospital centers.

Again during World War 1 the sisters prof-
fered their services in several temporary munic-
ipal hospitals and converted their convents in
Cracow and Lwow into field hospitals at the re-
quest of the military authorities. It was a serv-
ice of love and sacrifice accompanied by good

moral influence,
For the third time the congregation found it

self undergoing the horrors of war in 1g3g. In
the first days of the Naz “blitzkricg™ the sisters
tock care of the wounded in the schoel building
at Wawer, They also provided food and shelter
for hundreds of refugees in a large hall under the
convent church. Presently, military authorities
requested the sisters to organize a field hospital
for wounded soldiers. An adjacent public schoal
building was prepared in a few hours to take in
a0 wounded. Three days later, because of the
approaching enemy, the sisters transferred their
paﬁr_'ntﬁ to another imprl::vi:;cd hUH[_]itﬂ.l on the
campus of the University of Warsaw, When that
shelter proved dangerous in face of heavy bomb-
ings, the sisters again removed their charges to
an army hospital in Mokotow where lay nurses
took over. A tesumonial of commendation for
the sisters’ heroic work is on file in the archives
of the congregation.

Those of the clergy who were flecing the Nazi
persecution were sheltered and fed by the Fe-
licians at various convents until they could
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were given the freedom to profess their faith
openly at last by the Religious Toleration Act

Czar Nicholas 11, on Apnl 17, 1905 The
Ruthenians remarked and mghtfully so, “Per
haps we would not have persevered had it not
been for our little mothers,”

WAR

leave the country in safety. Other priests in-
terned in primms of concentration CRmps WETE
given food and clothing which often meant the
Mving of their lives.

Very many Jews, also, escaped death at the
hands of the Hitlerites by finding refuge in the
convents of Felician Sisters: They were kept in
hiding until they could be smugeled safely
across the border.

donuting |,\|-:||_||:'1 anel S HPR the Bl i,:l'ﬂ_ﬁ_
in varous wave wess wore of the sleters’ gosivides durng: the
World War-11.

Salvapng material,

AR
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The sisters working directly with the victims
of war in Poland were su pported spiritually by
the prayers of the sisters in America. In their
schools youth was organized into spiritnal ar
miies which adopted soldiers in order to aid them
with their prayers and sacrifices.

Wartime activities of these same children
were numerous, They joined in scrap iron, tin,
grease, rubber, and paper drives. They engaged
wholchearredly in the Bar Savings Program
through the purchase of Defense Bonds and
Stamps from their own earnings. Citations from
the U. 8, Treasury Department for these all.out
war efforts are the prond and cherished posses-
sions of many a school directed by the Felician
Sisters.

The Red Cross, too, received the willing co-
operation and aid of the sisters of every proy-
ince. ThE}f topk first aid, home nur:-iing:, and nu-
trition courses, donated blood, participated
actively in Home Defense programs. In addition
to these activities, they conducted knitting
classes which sent out scarves and sweaters to
servicemen.

The Felician publications, known as the Fe-
feiana, in & special way served the soldiers and
the displaced Poles throughout the world by
sending out texthooks to children of school-age,
religious brochures and leaflers, the monthly
Ave Mgria and other periodicals. Besides these,
refigious articles—rosaries, scapulars, missals,
Mass kits, medals—were sent to army chaplains
for distribution to servicemen and refugees in
Poland, Sweden, Germany, France, England,
Holland, Belgium, Greece, Canada, *"anf.L Aus-
tralia, Asia, and South America.

Arp o Dispracen Persoxs

In the person of one of its members, the congre-
gation had the opportunity to serve the exiled
Poles in Russian Siberia at the beginning of
Warld War I1. Deported with a great number
of others from Eastern Poland in the direction
of Archangel, Sister Mary Christine Piotrowska
for two years instructed the children in religion
under cover by pretending to play games with
them. She ranght the Christian doctrine to
adulrs and acquainted them with church hymns;
visited the sick and encouraged them to submit
to the will of God and suffer patiently; tended
the dying, helping them to make acts of con-
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tritton and love of Gad. Because there were no
priests, she ofren performed the funeral rite. In
short, she was an angel of mercy in the land of
no mercy.

When amnesty was declared by the Sovier
government, she left Russia for Teheran; then
headed for Persia; and finally, arrived in Africa,
always performing the works of a sisver full of
mercy and charity. Having arrived in the Unired
States in 1946 Thruugh the efforts of the congre-
gation, she way put m charge of the Polish ref-
ugee orphans brooghe fram the Santa Rosa Cal-
any in Mexico. A year larer Sister Christine re-
turned to Lwow, Poland.

The orphans of Santa Rosa Colony in Mex-
i.Lﬂl], ..'El'-‘:l il'.l. 'il..l.:l'.l'lI.F'Ll—..I Were Lhilt[rﬁ_n UF t]lL H:UTITI,
ranging from seven to seventeen yeurs of age,
who lived through the gehenna of war in Poland,
exile in Russia, the losy of parents, the scourge
of cold, starvation, and sickness, a nomadic peri-
ad in .c'l.s'suT c-:—rtalnl}' exp&riences unheard of in
the life of the average child. Transported from
India to Santa Rosa in Gn'mn.ju.':m, Mexico, in
the years 1942 and 1643, they were until 1947,
thE‘ EPE’EI'T.] Lha.rﬂes nf‘ a |1.'i]T'|r L[JI'I'I.IT['I.TELL I'i:].'l‘r‘ o
senting the governments of the United States,
Britain, and [ "'Je'm_[:, and Polish officials in Lon-
don, Through the efforts of the American hier-
archy and the American Polish Counal, some
Palish priests and Felician Sisters from the Chi-
cagn province went there to take care of the
childrén. In compliance with Mexico’s ann-
religious laws which forbid the wearing of a re-
ligioug garb in public, the sisters put an sccular
clothes, certainly a very painful sacrihce on
their part. The smiling, trustful faces of the

children, however, were compensation enough
for the sisters,

O\e

A mroup of Felivian Stetere who warked ur the Colony in-zoculos
garh.
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When the orphanage was discontinued, the
sisters took the children with themselves to the
United States and placed them in their own n-
stitutions in Lodi, Buffale, Detroit, Juckson,
Milwaukee, Niles and Ceraopolis.

As for the Polish refugees tn the United
States and Canada, the Felician Sisters did
much to change their lor. They housed and fed
and taught English to a number of them; they
provided some with steady employment at their
institutions and for others they contacted em-
ployment bureaus and housing agencies in the
matter of suitable occupations and living quar-
ters; and they aided displaced clergy by inviting
them as retreat masters, confessors, and spirit
ual directors.

In 1937, In response to the appesl of the Cath-
olic hierarchy, the sisters of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Provinees in Buffalo, established
& mission center for Polish immigrants in To-
ronto, Canada. Its primary purpose wis to min-
ister to their spiritual needs, to help them ad-
Just themselves socially and economically to an
unfamiliar environment. They served as inrer-
preters 1n offices, hospitals, and employment
agencies; they filled out forms and guestion-
naires; they gave their aid in locating homes.
After World War I1, the influx of Polish refugees
into Canada opened an additional activity
the teaching of the English language evenings
throughout the war vears, and private instruc-
tions to those unable to ateend repular classes.
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Various types of social work undertnken by the sisters 10 Chntats

Chanada.

Besides; they served refugees who were housed
in the barracks of the “Distniburtion Center™ in
Ajax, Canada. Also, for two years the sisters
from Toronto travelled weekly to Montreal
where they sponsored Thursday evening ses
sions, consisting of a dinner, recreation, amd
spiritual exercises for three hundred displaced
Polish girls. When the Resurrection Sisters es
tablished a permanent mission there, the Feli-
cians withdrew, relinquishing the projecr to
them.

Tue Catroric Lescus
ror Retaious Assistance to Poraxn

The Catholic League for Religious Assistance
to Poland was organized in the United Statesin
1gef. Its purpose was to help rebuild ruined
Catholic churches and mstitutions i impover.
ished Polund: 1o prrwidc those churches with
alrars, sacred vessels, and vestments: to supply
the faithful with books of devoton, rosames,
and seapulars; to foster vocations to the priese-
hood and religious life so that the Polish peaple
might again have workers in God's vineyard to
serve them. Since its beginning it has carried on
these projects of mercy with the whole-hearted
cooperation of the American hierarchy.

The sisters cooperared with the League's
project of soliciting church vestments, sacred
vessels, and clothing. To repair and recondition
these, they orgamized collecting stations and




ﬂrJ-a-hnps before sending them on to “'Caritas,’

a distributing agency which formerly functioned
m Pnl'lmi ""-]'amr collecting stations and work-
shops were located in the Presentation of the
Blessed \-11gi11 Mary Province, Livenia, Michi-
gan, and the Immiaculare Conce eption Province,
Lodi, New Jersey. Other provinees, aided by the
clergy and the laity, condueted workshops and
directed their contributions to these two cen-
ters. About eighty-three chests, approximating

n tatal weight of 24,000 pounds, have been sent
out to Poland.

On the Atlantc seaboard of the United States,
the sisters of the Immaculate Conceprion Prov-
ince, Lodi, New Jersey, did similar work at their
motherhouse for g considerable number of dis-

THE CORD ROSARY C

A century of Felician devotion to Our Lady
found new expression in the Cord Rosary Cru-
sade begun in 1948 as a humble freshman class
project at the Good Counsel Academy in Chi-
cago. Under the direction of their homeroom
teacher, Sister Mary Imeltline Litoborska, the
students trungformed the strong cord and rlhu-.rn_
crucitizes into durable, lehtweight rosaries,

News of this sinpular ;1Prus,m] ite of the Cord
Rasary spread throughoue the world and mis-
siunaries from India, New Guinea, China, In-
donesia, Africn, Pakistan, South Sea Islands,
Philippines, Central America, and Brazil have
asked for the rosaries. The grand total of resa-
ries to dite is over 250,000, the making and dis-
tribution of which was made possible through
generous  donors,

As for Poland, owing to present conditons,
it 18 quite impossible to present a correct ap-
praisal of the life and labors of the Felicans
thura,
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placed persons; who had arrived in New York
carly in 1gg5o with the so.called “blank affida-
vits, Le. afhdavits lackmg sponsars.

In Detroir, when the Archdiocesan Resertle-
ment Committee organized the Displaced Per-
sons” Emergency Shelter in 1g48 ar St. Albertus
School, the sisters of Livoma province willingly
rendered their services ro these unfortunate ex-
iles. During the first months of operation, they
supervised legal registrations, contacted em-
ployment bureaus, firms; and factorjes, ar-
ranged for medical care; helped with the re-
gsettlement of many fanulies and tended o their
personal and social needs in general. Through-
alf years, the shelter housed
o048 displaced persons.

RUSADE

|

A Wariga projeet, inftinted by the studests of e Good Cpunnel
1z the Conil Rosary Crospile, which s
vorld.,

Academy, Chicago,
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The Magnificat of a Felician

MY S0OUL MAGNIFIES THE LRI

For the compassion of his heart
And the bounty of his hand down the years;

AND MY SPIRIT REJOICES IN G0OD, MY SAVIOR]

For the sweet patronage of his Mother,
For the Franciscan heritage of simplicity and joy,
For the mission of reparation to the Eucharist;

BECATSE HE HAR RECGARDED THE LOWLINESS OF HIS HANDMAID;

The Venerable Foundress Mother Mary Angela;
Ever obedient to his servant Honorat;

FOR; BEHOLLD; HENCEFORTH ALL GENERATIONS SHALL CALL ME BLESSED]

Because the peor have been made rich,

The aged young in security,

The sick well,

The despised, the prisoner, the refugee

Have known the truth which makes men free!

BECATISE HE WHO 15 MIGHTY HAS DONE GREAT THINGS: FOR ME, AND HOLY 15 HIS NAME]

He raised our sisters from the tomb of ..ﬁ.upprl_'ﬁs'l{‘:—:l‘.l,

He led them unscathed through fire of wars,

He sustained their weary steps through Siberian snows,
And wrested them from the eetopus of prison camps.

AND H15 MERCY IS FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION ON THOSE WHO FEAR HIM. 1

The mother-places, are still in fruitful rravail:

Cracow, Warsaw, Lwow.

Each city a censer to his holy name:

Detroit, Chicago, Buffalo, Coraopolis, Lodi.

Each foundation another throne of his merey:

Enfield, Ponca City, Toronto, Rio de Janeiro, Rome;

Scattered seeds upon three continents. '

Ty




HE HAS SHOWN MIGHT WITH HI: ARM, [ITE TAS SCATTERER THE PROLN T
OF THEIL HEART.

THE CONCEIT

Gone are the emperors, czars, kaisers;
(Gone the crooked crass and tih_ goose step!
Fis hand 15 upon the hammer and sickle;
Flis eye plertes every curtain!

HE HAS DL DOWH THE MIGHTY FROM THEIR THRONES AND HAS EXALTED THE LOWLY.

Dust-filled tombs of the strong cry defeat;
Four thousand Felicians sing of I:"ﬁf‘IIIlE'SESI

HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH QOOD THINGS ANDTHE RIOH HE HAS SENT AWAY EMDPTY.

Five generanions have been suckled at the breast of prownidence,

Grown strong and wise before God in his counsels ‘
And carmied high the light of his truch;

Children of the world, satiaeed with sense,

Have gazed with puzzled eyes upen the rlrr.qh.r

Thirsting and hungering but knowing it not!

HE HAS GIVEN HELF TQ ISRAEL, HIS SERVANT, MINDFUL OF HIZ MERCY—

His hand has sconped out the shoals of spiritual languor
And has swepr away the reefs of nationality and race;
Fle has buaved the lighr of the Rule

To guide the hark safely to the Eternal City!

EVEN A% HE &POKE 70 OUR FATHERS TO ABRAHAM AND IO HIS POSTERITY FOREVER.

His promise 15 of & grace-filled tomorrow,
Of his seed mulnphied for generstions,

Of his pmwfﬁenc‘e and compassionate love,
Through the reign of the Immaculute One!

AMEN, S0 BE 11!
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“They have fallen asleep in the

Lord and in the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
our Mother and Queen”

—Inrroducrion ro Felician Necrology




In Memoriamn

Today the Felician Sisters in their hour of joy focus their eyes upon the 1,583
deceased sisters who made the Felician “Magnificat” possible. Each page of

this book is as a monument to their hopes and expectations.

Their memory continues to fire us with zeal and their praverful intercassion

before God fills our hearts with hepe for new herizons in His work.
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