
Together In God's Service 

SAINT JOSEPH'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

MOST HOLY TRINITY ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 



AT THE DOORWAY 
OF THE 21ST CENTURY 

"This ... year you shall make sacred by 
proclaiming liberty in the land for all its 
inhabitants. l t s hall be a jubilee for you." 
(Lev. 25:10) 

With this message in mind, does the church 
look forward to the next millennium. Our 
pietorial directory, then, is a permanent 
renlinder of the enduring faith that our two 
parishes embody and which together we will 
carry into the next century. And as we look to 
the future , we are ever mindful of the 
patronage of St. Joseph and the influence of 
the Holy Trinity in our lives. 

Standing at the threshold of a new era, we can 
see how both parishes have grown and been 
transformed by our realization of the changing 
ministeria! needs of its people. Now, you will 
see more the involvements of our youth, the 
greater participation of parents in the religious 
formation of their children, the willing supp01t of parishioners on alllevels, and the building up of our eonunon missio n 
through periodic social gatherings. It's amazing how much continues to be dane informally, outside of the occasional 
societal and committee meetings. And this as we devote ourselves to infusing a renewed spirituality that will enable each 
famiły to response to the works of faith given to them. 

With this message in mind, we enter a new millennium more aware of the Spirit's promptings and its direction for all 
of us, until time ceases and eternity dawns . 

ihJ'L-~,0~ 
Fr. John H. Weis 



Keeper of all accounts, 
Printer of the News 

Piping Praises as We Sing Them 

Striking the 
Right Notes 

Enriching the Lord's Sanctuary 

Council Members Deciding as -

Council members keep counting with Marilyn double checking 

Making a joyous sound unto the Lord. 



Caring for the Faithful Departed 

at God's Throne 
Bearers of the Bread and the Sacred Cup 

Dressing Blossoms to be 
Sunday's Best 



St. Ann's Scripture Group 
In the eyes of Mary's Mom. 

Gifts full of youthful good cheer 

Learned and Lived 

Thoughtful and generous, 
now bringing on the young 

"Deep and Wide, we're a fountain, Deep and Wide." 

With Jesse Tree and Advent Wreath, our heritage proclaimed 

Faith lessans served up Family Style 
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BOOMS, Matthew & Jenniter 
Colin, Alexis 

COOK, Hilary & Marie 

FORBING, Jim & Sally 
Sara 

BARANSKI, Walter & Debra 
Brandon, Breann 

BRAUN, Leo & Virginia 

CRAIG, John & Lorraine 

GEIGER, Bruce & Kelley 
Tim, Wendy, Jonathon, Derek 

BASTUBA, Rick & Flo 

BRAUN, Steve& Marilyn 
Tim, Judy, Josh, Ethan 

DUDA, Donald & Sandra 

GEIGER, Joseph & Jeanette 
Jessica, Joshua, Joel, Justin, Nicholas, Julia 

BAYER, Elfrieda 

BUCOLTZ, Brian & Rose 

ELANDT, Henry & Dorothy 

GILBERT, Dale Sr. & Marilyn 



GLAZA, Doug & Donna 
Eric, Ashley 

GORKOWSKI, Pete & Joan 

GUZA, Frank & Theresa 

HUNT, Cherie 
Craig 

GORKOWSKI, Eugene & Agnes 

GORKOWSKI, Tim & Dolores 
Meaghan, Rebecca 

GUZA, Gregory & Christine 
Anne, Rebecca, Clairessa 

HUNT, John & Jeanette 
John, Patricia, Kirsten, Adam 

GORKOWSKI, Marty & Darlene 
Melissa, Amanda 

GUZA, Ed & Colleen 
Tyler, Seth, Nolan, Mitchell 

GUZA, Ron & Karen 
Jeff, Kyle, Rhonda, Sally 

KANASKI, Paul & Karen 

GORKOWSKI, Paul & Christine 
David, Craig, Shannon 

GUZA, Edmund & Jeanette 

HOLDWICK, Richard & Rosalie 
Tom, Roy 

KENNEDY, John & Anne 
Jacob, Mitchell 



KIEHL, Edward & Mary 

LEARMAN, Gerald & Anna Mae 
Brian, Paul, Linda, Karen, Leann 

LUBESKI, Florence 

MC DONALD, Richard & Joyce 
Kimberly 

KROZEK, lrene 
Wayne 

LEARMAN, Richard & Sherry 
Jason, Kimberly 

LUBESKI, Wayne & Bernadette 

MESSING, Lowell & Dolores 

LACKOWSKI, Edwina 

LEPPEK, Zigmond & Magdaline 

MAJESKI, Kevin & Kimberly 
Jennifer, Janelle, Nathan 

MILLER, Art & Geraldine 

LANGE, Jeff & Sue 
Amanda, Megan, Mason, Justin 

LUBESKI, Al & Patty 
Renee, Rachel 

MAURER, Alan & Sharon 
Keith, Chad, Lindsay 

MORIN, Dennis & Sheila 
Alicia, Darnell 



MUTER, John & Beverly 

PARTICKA, Brian & Brenda 
Srianna 

POLEGA, Greg & Debbie 
Danielle, Ryan 

RICHARDS, Doug & Celine 
Hailey, Taylor 

NAEYAERT, Jake & Vicki 
Brooke, Jacob 

PAWLOWSKI, Hillary & Delphine 
Stacy 

POPPECK, Dave & Margie 
Ashely, Logan 

ROGGENBUCK, Herbert & Joann 
Joshua, Justin 

NAGEL, Ron & Dawn 
Stephanie 

PAWLOWSKI, Timothy & Teresa 
Cynthia, Nicholas, Jeremy, Jenniter 

POWERS, Paul & Talisa 
Toni, Alexandria 

SADRO, Douglas & Margaret 
Alan, Katie 

NEUMANN, Michael & Maryann 
Kendra 

PEYERK, Evelyn 

RADER, Carl & Cindy 
Alissa, Timothy, Katy 

SADRO, Ken & Alice 



SADRO, Virginia 

SHEMKA, Laverne & Mary 

TALASKI, Elysia 

TREPKOWSKI, Patricia 

SCHIPINSKI, Robert & Lori 
Mathew, Tyler, Steven 

SHEMKA, Steven & Kathy 
Jessica, Shannon 

TENBUSCH, Robert & Marie 

TSCHIRHART, Donald & Mary 

SCHORNACK, Jim & Sharon 

SMAGLINSKI, Frank & Marion 

TENBUSCH, Wally & Joy 
Jamie, Ryan, Curt, Kelli 

TSCHIRHART, Robert 

SCHORNACK, Mike & Angel 

SMAGLINSKI, James & Patti 
Kimberly, Kayla, Ross, Kristen, Randy 

THIEL, Eleanor 

TSCHIRHART, Tony 



UHL, Jean 
Lanore, Raymond 

WEHNER, Kevin 
Amanda, Nicholas 

:j:DUDA, Emma 
Mary Micek 

:j:GILBERT, Dale, Dwayne, Darren, Jamie 

VAHOVICK, Dennis & Debbie 
Denise, D.J., Derek 

WEIS, John Henry 

:j:DUDA, Gerald & Josephine 

:j:GUZA, Duane & Carol 
Corey, James, Amy, Holly 

WAGESTER, Kyle & Kelly 
Corey, Cassandra 

WILLIAMS, Elmer & Eleanor 

:j:EDWARDS, Ben & Sheila 
Hilary, Benson, Haley 

:j:HOLDWICK, Amy 

WARCHOCK, Ernest & Eleanor 

:j:DECKER, Dan & Debbie 
Michael, Brian, Dan 

:j:GEIGER, John & Joyce 
John 11, Cindy 

:j:HUDO, Joseph 



*KANABY, Mildred 

*NOWISKI, Ernie & Edith 

*SOMMERS, LaVern & Marie 
Amy, Jason, Renee 

*VAHOVICK, lsadore 

*KONDZIOLKA, Cecelia 
Fran Schroen 

*PARTICKA, Eugene & Marie 
Micahel, Michelle, Eric, Jill 

*TALASKI, Julius & Vera 

*MASA, Felix 

*SADRO, Wayne & Gloria 
Bradley, Quincy 

łTALASKI, Tom & Terri 

*MILLER, Basil 

*SCHIPINSKI, Roy & Agnes 

*VAHOVICK, Darla 

* Denotes Submitted Photograph 



-A-
269·7865 ... Abraham , Arthur & Christine 

761 N. Verona Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6345 ... AIIgeyer, Beverly 
2687 Minnick Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-8-
479-6371 ... Balk, Melvin & Olive 

119 School St. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

269-7609 ... Baranski, Walter & Debra; 
Brandon, Breann 
2589 Church Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-9939 ... Bastuba, Richard & Florine 
2835 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8346 ... Bayer, Elfrieda 
211 W. lrwin St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-3832 ... Booms, Matthew; 
Colin , Alexis 
4825 Filion Rd . 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-7826 ... Braun, Leo & Virginia 
4830 Minnick Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-7039 ... Braun , Stephen & Marilyn; 
Timothy, Judy, Joshua, Ethan 
2688 Johnston Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8333 ... Bucholtz, Brian & Rosalie 
811 Elm St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-C-
Cash , Maurice & Stephanie 
71550 Coon Creek 
Armada, MI 48005 

269-7076 ... Cook, Hilary & Marie 
51 S. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7900 ... Craig, John & Lorraine 
3930 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

ST. JOSEPH CHURCH 
3455 Rapson Road 

Bad Axe, Michigan 48413 
(517) 269-8084 
February, 1999 

-D-
269-6032 ... Dahlke, Genevieve 

10 Joyce Dr. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6804 ... Decker, Debra; 
Daniel , Brian, Michael 
650 N. McKichen Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Doyle, Kenneth & Rose; 
Kelly, Kenneth 
2400 S. Minden Rd. 
Ruth , MI 48470 

479-6637 ... Duda, Donald & Sandra 
5319 Section Line Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

269-7960 ... Duda , Emma 
2780 Minnick Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8958 ... Duda, Gerald & Josephine 
3414 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

479-6238 ... Duda , Mildred 
5048 Section Line Rd. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

-E-
269-2184 ... Edwards, Benjarnin & Sheila; 

Hilary, Benjarnin J ., Haley 
909 N. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4381 ... Eiandt, Henry & Dorothy 
5061 N. Finkei Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

-F-
269-7049 ... Forbing, James & Sally; 

Sara 
2681 Neeb Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-G-
269-2052 ... Geiger, Bruce & Kelley; 

Timothy, Wendy, Jonathon, Derek 
4472 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-2188 ... Geiger, John & Joyce; 
Cindy, John 11 
4053 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7335 ... Geiger, Joseph & Jeanette; 
Jessica, Joshua, Joel , Justin, 
Nicholas, Julia 
4411 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

268-6836 ... Gilbert, Dale & Marilyn; 
Darin , Dwayne, Jamie, Dale 
2032 N. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7037 ... Gilbert, Rose 
2280 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7834 ... Giaza, Douglas & Donna; 
Eric, Ashley 
80 Pangborn Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-2768 ... Gorkowski , Eugene & Agnes 
2900 N. Van Dyke Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

874-5075 ... Gorkowski , Martin & Darlene; 
Melissa, Amanda 
450 E. Filion Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-7706 ... Gorkowski , Paul & Christine; 
David, Craig , Shannon 
131 O Rapson Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8040 ... Gorkowski , Peter & Agnes 
1136 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6576 ... Gorkowski , Timothy & Dolores; 
Megan, Rebecca 
352 Church Rd . 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-6074 ... Guza, Duane & Carolyn; 
Cory, Amy, James, Holly 
4641 Section Line Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

269-6202 ... Guza, Edmund & Colleen ; 
Tyler, Seth, Nolan 
1797 Macdonald Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6055 ... Guza, Edmund & Jeanette 
4505 Section Line Rd . 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

269-2931 ... Guza, Francis & Theresa 
2465 Verona Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-2907 ... Guza, Gregory & Christine; 
Anne, Rebecca, Clairessa 
927 N. Johnston Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 
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269-7750 ... Guza, Ronald & Karen; 
Jeffrey, Kyle , Rhonda, Sally 
1051 N. Macdonald Rd . 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

-H-
269-8702 ... Hiller, Michael & Diane; 

Amanda Edwards, Michele, 
Harley David 
3490 Verona Rd . 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-9669 ... Holdwick, Richard & Rosalia; 
Tom , Roy, Amy 
2821 Sand Beach Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8063 ... Holz, Paul & Dana; 
Kayla, Tara 
3222 N. Van Dyke Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-6238 ... Hunt, Gary & Carol 
3374 Learman Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Hunt, James 
3444 Learman Rd . . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8915 ... Hunt, John & Jeanette; 
John , Patricia , Kirsten , Adam 
3404 Learman Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-SSOO ... Hunt, Mark & Cherie ; 
Craig 
3392 Sand Beach Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-J-
269-8086 ... Joseph , Hudo 

3052 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-7774 ... Jurgess, Lawton & Marcella 
801 N. Macdonald Rd. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

-K-
269-7092 ... Kanaby, Mildred 

1801 N. Verona Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6675 ... Kanaski , Paul & Karen 
3800 Sand Beach Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7632 ... Kennedy, Anne; 
Jacob, Mitchell 
511 W. Huron Ave. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8839 ... Kiehl, Edward & Mary 
1076 McKichen Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Kiehl , Robert 
757 N. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8813 ... Koceba, lsadore & Frances; 
Sandy 
198 Nugent Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6225 ... Kondziolka, Cecelia 
1170 E. Hopson, Apt. 1 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-9280 ... Krozek, Iren e 
2917 N. Verona Rd . 
Filion , MI 48432 

Krozek, Leonard & Christine 
2801 Minnick Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-L-
Laba, Julius 
21 O Buffalo St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8727 ... Lackowski, Edwina; 
Barbara 
81 O E. Hopson St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-2657 ... Lange, Susan ; 
Amanda, Megan, Mason, Justin 
3757 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7257 ... Learman, Brian, Paul 
4325 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7903 ... Learman , Gerald & Anna Mae; 
Linda, Karen, Keith , Leann 
2556 Huron City Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-7082 ... Learman , Richard & Sherry; 
Eric, Jason , Kimberly 
4345 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4447 ... Leppek, Zigmund & Magdaline 
4247 Huron City Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-2104 ... Lubeski , Alan & Patricia; 
Renee' , Rachel 
4696 Rapson Rd . 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

269-7904 ... Lubeski, Florence 
1313 N. Verona Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8770 ... Lubeski , Wayne & Bernadette 
1471 N. Verona Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-M-
269-7560 ... Majeski, Kevin & Kimberly; 

Jennifer, Janelle, Nathan 
2875 Richardsen Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7819 ... Masa, Felix 
2582 Rapson Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6822 ... Maurer, Alan & Sharon; 
Lindsay 
925 N. McKichen 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8969 ... Mazure, Albert 
2711 Learman Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6035 ... McDonald, Richard & Joyce; 
Jennifer, Kimberly 
3206 Neeb Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8739 ... Messing, Lowell & Dolores 
2569 Murray Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Micek, Mary 
Four Seasons Health Care Center 
1167 E. Hopson St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

874-4733 ... Miller, Arthur & Geraldine 
3163 Dobson Rd . 
Filion , MI 48432 

Miller, Basil 
Four Seasons Health Care Center 
1167 E. Hopson St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8728 ... Miller, Earnest 
3463 Rapson Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Miller, Frank 
Four Seasons Health Care Center 
1167 E. Hopson St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8972 ... Miller, Michael 
2813 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-8275 ... Morin , Dennis & Sheila; 
Alicia, Darnell 
2559 Sullivan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4669 ... Muter, John & Beverly 
4950 Lawitzke Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

-N-
269-6372 ... Naeyaert, Jacob & Vicki ; 

Brooke, Jacob 
2441 MacDonald Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-8279 ... Nagel, Ronald & Dawn; 
Stephanie 
114 N. Scott Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7284 ... Neuman, Michael & Mary Ann ; 
Kendra 
620 W. South St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6878 ... Nowiski, Ernest & Edith 
4675 Rapson Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 



-0-
269-6219 ... 0sminski , Susan; 

Michael, David, Joshua, Jacob 
2375 Rapsan Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-P-
428-4446 ... Particka, Brian & Brenda; 

Srianna 
3157 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-7812 ... Particka, Eugene & Marie; 
Michael , Michelle, Eric, Jill 
3300 N. Verona Rd . 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-8359 ... Particka, Matilda 
801 Elm St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4774 ... Pawlowski , Hillary & Delphine; 
S tacy 
3228 MacDonald Rd . 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-2473 ... Pawlowski, Timothy & Teresa; 
Cynthia, Nicholas, Jeremy, Jenniter 
2789 Gates Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7076 ... Peyerk, Evelyn 
3340 Sullivan Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-7956 ... Peyerk, Frank & Genevieve 
3021 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-8718 ... Peyerk, Ronald & Cheri; 
Adam, Ryan , Amber 
1985 Ubly Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Plotzke, Thomas & Catherine 
1604 Minnick Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7880 ... Polega, Gregory & Deborah; 
Danielle , Ryan 
44 N. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Polk, Joyce 
1953 Tomlinsan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4180 ... Poppeck, Margie; 
Ashley, Logan 
2987 N. MacDonald 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-7326 ... Powers. Talisa; 
Toni, Alexandria 
1697 Campbell Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7559 ... Puvalowski, Jerorne & Roxanne; 
Sarah, Renee, Kathrine 
1171 Minnick Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-R-
269-9334 ... Rader, Cynthia; 

Alissa, Timothy, Katy 
1830 N. Hellems Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7094 ... Richards, Douglas & Celine; 
Hailey, Taylor 
3441 N. Van Dyke Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-8986 ... Roggenbuck, Herbert & Joann; 
Joshua, Justin 
3775 Kipper Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-S-
269-6030 ... Sadro, Douglas & Margaret; 

Alan , Katie 
4009 Section Line Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7953 ... Sadro, Kenneth & Alice 
4035 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7873 ... Sadro, Virginia 
2987 Rapsan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-9063 ... Sadro, Wayne & Glorie; 
Bradley, Quincy 
2175 Sullivan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7857 ... Schipinski. Robert & Lori; 
Matthew, Tyler, Steven 
3151 Tomlinsan Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-8920 ... Schipinski, Roy & Agnes 
3112 Tomlinsan Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-7997 ... Schornack, James & Sharon; 
Tam my 
3251 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-8350 ... Schornack. Kevin 
3251 E. Filion Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

874-5247 ... Schornack, Michael & Angel 
2750 Dobson Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-6225 ... Schroen. Frances 
1170 E. Hopsan St. , Apt. 1 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

479-6170 ... Sengstock, Willard & Joann; 
Jenniter 
2950 Minden Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

428-4767 ... Shemka, Laverne & Mary 
321 O Parisville Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

428-3762 .. .Shemka. Steven & Katherine; 
Jessica, Shannon 
3775 Johnstan Rd. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-8849 ... Smaglinski , Frank & Marian 
4631 Learman Rd. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

269-8035 ... Smaglinski, James & Patricia; 
Kimberly, Kayla, Ross , Kristen , 
Randy 
4674 Learman Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

479-9485 ... Smaglinski , Tom 
5363 Learman Rd. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

Smith, Doreen; 
Jeanne, Shannon 
1796 Church Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

874-4342 ... Sommers. LaVern & Marie; 
Amy, Jason, Renee 
2761 Walker Rd. 
Kinde, MI 48445 

-T-
269-7962 ... Talaski, Archie & Phyllis 

2826 Huron City Rd. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-6832 ... Talaski , Daniel & Colleen ; 
Terry, Scott 
3432 Rapsan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8883 ... Talaski, Domonick & Karen; 
Jessica 
1943 N. Verona Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6043 ... Talaski, Eleanor 
3442 Rapsan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

Talaski, Elmer & Dorlene 
3541 E. Rapsan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

296-9780 ... Talaski, Elysia 
2869 Neeb Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7703 ... Talaski , Julius 
2601 E. Filion Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-8788 ... Talaski , Thomas & Therese 
2621 N. Verona Rd. 
Filion, MI 48432 

269-8083 ... Tenbusch. Robert & Marie 
4004 Section Line Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8775 ... Tenbusch, Wallace & Joy; 
Jamie, Ryan, Curt, Kelli 
3880 Rapsan Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-8764 ... Thiel, Ann Eleanor 
994 Sullivan Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-6342 ... Trepkowski, Patricia 
396 S. Silver St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 



269-9870 ... Tschirhart, Donald & Mary; 
Tony 
659 Warner Dr. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4217 ... Tschirhart, Robert 
3801 Huron City Ad. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

-U-
Uhl, Jean 
3704 N. Van Dyke Ad. 
Filion, MI 48432 

-V-
269-7978 ... Vahovick, Dennis & Debra; 

Denise, Darla, Dennis J., Derek 
2334 N. Van Dyke Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-7800 ... Vahovick, lsadore 
1901 N. Verona Ad . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-W-
479-6294 ... Wagester, Kelly; 

Corey, Cassandra 
2055 N. Minden Ad. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

269-7378 ... Warchock, Ernest & Eleanor 
421 W. South St. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

269-9100 ... Wehner, Kevin; 
Amanda, Nicholas 
4842 Rapson Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

428-4776 ... Weiss, E dna 
4712 lseler Ad. 
Port Hope, MI 48468 

269-8895 ... Whelihan, James & Dorothy 
2301 Huron City Ad. 
Filion , MI 48432 

269-7785 ... Williams, Elmer & Eleanor 
2757 Huron City Ad. 
Filion, MI 48432 

-V-
Yaroch , Joseph & Darlene 
4806 Learman Ad. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 



Bearers of the Body of Christ 

Standing Up for His Holy Name 

Nurturing the Life of Faith 

Called to the Altar of God 

Serving with 
Devotion 

Council of the Wise 

Proclaimers of God's Word 



Musie Maker for the Lord 

in Hope and Love 

Guardians of Eternal Rest 

"Let the children come to me." 

Their voices raised in praise 

Ringing our beli, 
calling us to worship 



Laborers for 
the Lord 

Ground's Keepers, 
keeping greens so trim 

at Each Hour 
Called 

Feeding the body and nourishing the Spirit 

Homework of the giving kind 

Quilting patches to warm needy toes 

God's Gracious Housekeeper 



COOK, Eric & Shelly 
Brianna, Whitney 

HAMMERLE, Kenneth 

KIEHL, Jeffrey & Amy 
Emily, Katie 

MAURER, Joe 

COOK, Harold & Mary Ann 

HANSON, Gerry & Marrilee 
David, Becky, Jason 

KROZEK, Marie 

MAURER, John & Joan 

GILBERT, David & Susan 
Steven, Nathan 

HELEWSKI, Dave & Jean 
Stacey, Erica, Craig 

MAURER, Douglas & Janice 

MAURER, Neil & Elizabeth 

GUZA, Steve & Sandi 
Kolbe,Jade, Laken 

HELEWSKI, Rita 

MAURER, Duane & Diane 
Jolene, Julie, Lauren 

MAURER, Norman & Mary Lou 



MAURER, Richard & Barb 
Courtney, Ryan, Ross, Cassidy 

MAZURE, Eugene & Elaine 
Donna, Darren 

MURRAY, Harold 

PULCER, Bernard & Pearl 

MAURER, Stephen & Carlin 
Aaron, Joel 

MAZURE, John & Joyce; Cassandra, Christina, 
Michael, Theresa, James, Danielle 

MURRAY, John & Patricia 

PUVALOWSKI, Dennis & Loretta 
Dennis, Gary, Steven 

MAURER, Terry & Sheryl 
Andrew, Jessica 

MAZURE, Robert & Phyllis 

PIONK, Elmer & Louise 

ROMZEK, lrvin & Ernestine 

MAZURE, Emma 

MAZURE, William & Elaine 
Derek, Michael, Kurt, Kristen 

PIONK, Jerorne & Darlene 
Nicole, Chelsey, Samantha 

RUTKOWSKI, Clarence & Christine 



SCHMITT, Bernard SCHMITT, Clement SCHMITT, Francis TSCHIRHART, Marvin & lva 

:j:FLIGGER, Ralph :j:HAMMERLE, Wayne & Martha :j:MAURER, Ervin F. & Virginia M. :j:MAURER, Richard & Jane 

:j:MURRAY, Alva :j:PIONK, lgnatz & Edith :j:PIONK, Ronald & Linda 

:ł Denotes Submitted Photo~raph 



-C-
269-6689 ... Cook, Eric & Shelly; 

Brianna, Whitney 

269-7974 ... Cook, Harold & Mary Ann ; 
Alan 
547 McKichen Ad. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

-D-
269-2651 ... Dekoski , David & Julie 

4351 Duda Ad. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

-E-
Ertman , Cass 
4701 Leppek Ad. 
Ruth , MI 48470 

658-8889 ... Eugster, Kurt & Dale; 
Kevin 
1965 Wadsworth Ad . 
Ubly, MI 48475 

-F-
658-8411 ... Fiigger, Ralph 

3203 Helena Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-G-
658-2188 ... Gilbert, Susan; 

Steven, Nathan 
4350 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

269-8090 ... Guza, Steve & Sandra; 
Kolbe , Jade, Laken 
1001 S. MacDonald Ad. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

-H-
658-2309 ... Hammerle, Martha; 

Wayne, Kenneth 
4701 Leppek Ad. 
Ruth, MI 48470 

269-8009 ... Hanson, Gerry & Marrilee; 
David , Becky, Jason 
4850 Sand Beach Ad. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

658-8376 ... Helewski , David & Jean; 
Stacey, Erica, Craig 
2861 Maurer Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

MOST HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
3550 Purdy Road 

Bad Axe, Michigan 48413 
(517) 269-8084 
February, 1999 

658-2405 ... Helewski, Rita 
2171 PierceSt. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

-K-
269-2036 ... Kiehl , Jeffrey & Amy; 

Emily, Katie 
911 McKichen Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

658-8695 ... Krozek, Marie 
3301 Maurer Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

-M-
658-2423 ... Maurer, Douglas & Janice 

3177 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

269-7972 ... Maurer, Duane & Diane; 
Jolene, Julie, Lauren 
4213 Kipper Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

658-2337 ... Maurer, Ervin & Virginia 
3900 Purdy Ad . 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8455 ... Maurer, John & Joan 
4075 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8354 ... Maurer, Neil & Elizabeth 
3251 Verona Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-2325 ... Maurer, Norman 
2214 Hurtord Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

479-9458 ... Maurer, Richard & Barbara; 
Courtney, Ryan , Ross , Cassidy 
5319 Rapsan Ad. 
Harbor Beach , MI 48441 

479-6490 ... Maurer, Richard & Jane 
2027 S. Parisville Ad. 
Ruth , MI 48470 

658-2434 ... Maurer, Stephen & Carlin ; 
Aaron , Joel 
1315 E. Mclntyre Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

658-2488 ... Maurer, Terrance & Sheryl ; 
Andrew, Jessica 
3213 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8443 ... Mazure, Arthur & Lorraine 
4677 Priemer Ad. 
Ruth , MI 48470 

Mazure, Edward & Betty 
3239 Beckwith Ad. 
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 

658-2174 ... Mazure, Emma 
4175 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-2188 ... Mazure, Eugene & Elaine; 
Darren , Donna 
4350 Purdy Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

479-9766 ... Mazure, John & Joyce; 
Cassandra, Christina, John, 
Theresa, James, Danielle 
5537 Helena Ad. 
Ruth , MI 48470 

658-2130 ... Mazure, Robert & Phyllis 
5171 S. Verona Ad . 
Ubly, MI 48475 

269-7014 ... Mazure, William & Elaine; 
Lisa, Derek, Michael , Kurtis, 
Kristen 
4354 Duda Ad. 
Harbor Beach, MI 48441 

269-2019 ... Moore, Louis & Lucy 
833 Ubly Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

658-8491 ... Murray, Alva 
2925 Purdy Dr. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8802 ... Murray, Harold 
2850 MeAliister Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8813 ... Murray, John & Patricia 
2800 MeAliister Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

-P-
658-2158 ... Pionk, Elmer & Louise 

3254 Verona Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8592 ... Pionk, lgnatz & Edith 
2250 Purdy Ad . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

658-8806 ... Pionk, Jerorne & Darlene; 
Nicole, Chelsey, Samantha 
3820 Leppek Ad. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8607 ... Pionk, Ronald & Linda; 
Corey 
2851 Jurgess Ad. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 



658-2157 ... Pulcer, Bernard & Pearl 
3400 Verona Rd . 
Ubly, MI 48475 

269-7709 ... Puvalowski , Dennis & Loretta ; 
Dennis, Gary, Steven 
1878 N. Verona Rd . 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-R-
658-8265 ... Rutkowski , Clarence & Christine; 

Sandra 
4801 S. Verona Rd. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

-S-
658-2284 ... Schmitt, John, Francis, Bernard, 

Clement 
3671 Purdy Rd. 
Bad Axe, MI 48413 

-T-
658-2594 ... Tschirhart, Leonard 

P.O. Box 69, 2205 Pierce St. 
Ubly, MI 48475 

658-8308 ... Tschirhart, Marvin & lva 
3900 Verona Rd. 
Ubly, MI 48475 



NEW MEMBERS/UPDATES 

Nam e ______________________ __ Nam e ______________________ __ 

Address ____________________ __ Address ____________________ _ 

Phone ______________________ _ Phone ______________________ _ 

Nam e ______________________ _ Nam e ______________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ Address ____________________ _ 

Phone ______________________ _ Phone ______________________ _ 

Nam e ______________________ _ Nam e ______________________ __ 

Address ____________________ _ Address. ____________________ _ 

Phone ______________________ _ Phone ______________________ _ 

Nam e ______________________ __ Nam e ______________________ __ 

Address ____________________ _ Address ____________________ _ 

Phone. ______________________ _ Phone. ______________________ _ 

Nam e ______________________ _ Nam e ______________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ Address ____________________ _ 

Phone. ______________________ _ Phone ______________________ _ 

Nam e ______________________ _ Nam e ______________________ __ 

Address ____________________ _ Address ____________________ _ 

Phone ______________________ _ Phone ______________________ _ 



t 

HISTORY 
OF 

ST. JOSEPH, RAPSON 

St. Joseph Parish,_Rapson is located in Huron County, nine miles northeast of 
Bad Axe and in a rura~ ~rea~ 

"•a ~' • ,• "'., • '\ 

The early Catholic s~ttlens, in . the late 1800's and early 1900's attended Church 
services for the most part in Parisville and Dwight and traveled over mud roads 
which at times were impassible. 

As more and more Catholics settled on farros near Rapson, around the year of 1912, 
the families then numbering 33, reared by pious and God fearing parents decided 
that if there were a Catholic Church nearby it would be to their greater spiritual 
advantage to attend regularly. 

Suggestions were made from time to time and the possibility proposed and discussed 
but the project loomed too great and too burdensame to tackle by the then small 
group of Catholic worshippers. 

The intentions and plans of the people around Rapson reached the ears of the officers 
of the Hubbard Bank in Bad Axe. The farmers did business with this bank, many 
mortgages were held by this banking institution, the sincerity and good will of the 
people were well known and the bank realized the business that would follow. So the 
Hubbard Bank encouraged the endeavors of the people and offered $100.00 toward the 
new building fund for the erection of a Church. 

The Hubbard Bank by this generous offer not only gave a start but furthermore boosted 
the hopes and encouraged the hearts of the congregation at Rapson. On February 15, 
1913, Paul Duda, Vincent Maikrzek and Paul Wruble volunteered to set forth amoung the 
people and gather up whatever funds could be obtained. They canvassed the neighbor
hood, botp Catholic and non-Catholic and obtained pledges and notes to the amount of 
$1,700.06. With this start and with the encouragement of Father Van Dyke, pastor of 
Sacred Heart Church, Bad Axe, they set out to petition Bishop John Foley, then 
Ordinary of the Diocese of Detroit. Bishop Foley heartily agreed and promised to 
send a priest for the people if a Church was built. 

Property was then bought from John Bezemek who sold one acre of land and donated 
another acre. Wark on the Church which still stands today, was begun and the organ
izers of the Parish, being young men, volunteered their labor and took time off from 
their farm work to help build the Church. 

On July 26, 1913, the carnerstane was blessed by Bishop Edward Kelly, assisted by 
Fathers Van Dyke and Raymond T. Fleming. 

On Thanksgiving Day, 1913, the parishioners gathered for the first time in the me
morable event to have the first Mass celebrated by their new pastor, Rev. Boleslaus 
Stefanski of St. Mary's Parish, Dwight. 

St. Joseph Church then became a mission of Dwight. 

It was fortunate, too that through the intercession of Edward Gajewski, the Church 
bell now used, was acquired and donated by Father Gzella, then pastor of St. Stanislau ~ 
Church in Detroit. 

On the day of the first Mass in Rapson, the first baptism also took place when CertrudE 
Duda, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Duda was baptized. 



HISTORY, ST. JOSEPH, RAPSON Continued 
PAGE 2 

For five (5) years Father Boleslaus Stefanski ministered to this parish. His was a 
difficult task, coming in all kinds of weather, often through snow drifts, with a 
horse and buggy and accompanied by the organist, Stanley Karolewski of Dwight. 

From 1919 to 1923 Rev. Raphael Chraszcz took charge of the parish. It was through 
his loving personality and zeal that he encouraged the parishioners in their spiritual 
endeavors and worked hard to have this mission Church established as a parish. 

He was succeeded by Rev. Xavier Rosinski in July, 1924, who from the Dwight Parish 
administered for one year to the spiritual needs of the people. 

In May, 1925, Rev. Michael Sajnaj was appointed by Bishop Michael Gallagber as the 
first pastor of St. Joseph Parish, Rapson. 

Father Sajnaj being an energetic and zealous young man began his duties as new pastor 
with great enthusiasm. The parish then had about 62 families. 

With the help of the parishioners, construction of the rectory began while the priest 
resided temporarily at a home two miles east of the Church. Due to failing health 
Father Sajnaj was forced to leave the parish on December 8, 1928, and moved to New 
Mexico. 

From December 9, 1928, to June, 1929 the people of Rapson were without the services 
of a resident pastor and were compelled to attend Holy Mass in the churches of the 
neighboring parishes. 

It was not until June, 1929, that Rev. Joseph Gorski was named as pastor and served 
St. Joseph for ten (10) years. Father Gorski was instrumental in improving the Church 
furnishings and completed the building of the rectory. 

On February 6, 1939, Father Leo Piaskowski was appointed pastor by Bishop William 
Murphy. The parish then was burdened with debt on the rectory and church. Father 
Piaskowski set forth to refinance the total indebtedness at a lower rate of interest 
thus saving the parish a considerable amount of money. He also had a new asbestos 
roof built on the Church which was badly needed. Fr. Piaskowski remained for four 
(4) years and was then transferred to Saginaw. 

On Septernber l, 1943, Rev. Stephen Kozak succeeded him as pastor of Rapsan and Smith 
Corners. A young priest his first pastorate, Father Kozak led the parish in paying 
the balance of debt and began the work of remodeling the interior of the Church at 
a cost of $1,500.00. Father Kozak was then transferred to St. Charles, Michigan in 
1945. 

Father Leonard Kwasigroch succeeded Fr. Kozak on March 25, 1945. The parish being 
free from debt, he improved the Church grounds and was instrumental in making 
facilities for parking west of the rectory on parish property. Fr. Kwasigroch died 
at Rapson on March 7, 1946. His funeral took place at St. Joseph Church, Rapson and 
h~s remains were taken to repose in St. Stanislaus Cemetery, Bay City. 

Rev. Glenn Wm. Cronkite was appointed as administrator until Bishop William Murphy 
appointed Rev. Francis C. Lukowic~, who was installed on May l, 1946. He was known 
to the parishioners as Father "Luke". 



• 

• 

HISTORY, ST. JOSEPH, RAPSON, Continued 
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In March, 1959, Bishop Woznicki had appointed Father Arthur Mulka to serve as pastor 
of St. Joseph till September, 1959, while arrangements were being made to get the 
aid of the Benedictine Fathers of Cleveland, St. Andrew's Abbey for the Diocese. 

In September, 1959, Abbot Theodore Kojis, O.B.S. appointed Father Joseph Karaba, 
as the frist Benedictine to the Diocese of Saginaw. Father Karaha served as pastor 
from fall 1959 through fall of 1974. During this time a lot of work had been clone 
on the church and additions added. In 1961, the road in front of the Church was 
black topped and part of the properity. Due to health reasons Father Karaha retired 
to the Abbey in Cleveland in 1974. 

Father John Zemen served as pastor from 1974 till October, 1976. During this time 
the Church hall was built. 

In October, 1976, Fa~her Stephen Sramek also from the Abbey came to serve as pastor. 
During this time the Sacrament of Confirmat i on was changed to High School level and 
a new program was set up. A new organ was also purchased. The parish ran smoothly 
until the unexpected death of Father Sramek on January 27 , 1984. After his death 
the parish was without a pastor until July, 1984. During this span the Eucharistic 
Ministers help with services. Also, Father Herbert Zacharies came from Saginaw to 
service Mass on Sundays and there were no weekly Masses. 

In July, 1984, Father Cecil O'Donnell was appointed by Bishop Kenneth Untener to 
serve as pastor of St. Joseph. He taught High School in the Lansing area and had 
served as associate pastor at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, East Lansing prior to his 
appointment at Rapson. During this time a new furnace was installed, ceiling fans 
installed and new carpeting in t he Sanctuary. The Church windows were also releaded. 

Father Cecil O'Donnell remained at St. Joseph till J uly 14, 1986, when he was assign
ed to St. Michael Parish, Wilmot and St. Joseph, Mayville. 

St. Joseph Parish was very forunate to have Father John Cotter serve as pastor be
ginning July 14, 1986. Father Cotter served as an Associate Pastor at St. Hyacinth, 
Bay City, SS. Peter and Paul, Saginaw, St. Stanislaus, Bay City, St. John the 
Evangelist, Essexville, and St. Helen, Saginaw. The parishioners of St. Joseph are 
very pleased to have Father Cotter as pastor. Presently St. Joseph's has approximately 
175 families. There are two Masses held. On Saturdays at 7:30 P.M. and Sundays at 
10:00 A.M. 

Plans are being made to renovate the Church this summer. Hopefully the the remodel
ing will be clone in tirne to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Church on Thanks
giving, 1988. 

*** NOTE: The organ that served St. Joseph was purchased in 1970-1971 by Fr. Karaba. 
And pipe speakers were added later when Fr. John Zemen was her in 1975. 

The ceiling fans were installed when Fr. Steve was at St . Jospeh, also 
the insulation was blown into the church walls and so was the Rectory 
insulated . 

Fr. Zeman reorganized our religious education program from the two week 
summer program to a weekly program; from Septernber thru spring with lay 
teachers. Then when Fr. O'Donnell came he reorganized the CCD program 
again with more teachers, one for each gracle and new text books. 



FDR11E:R FASTORS - HOLY TRINITY CHURCR, SHI'l'H COID~ 1858 - 1986 

Fr. Peter Kluck 1858 - 1869 Pa.risvill e 

Fr. S:iloon Wieczorek 1869 - 1872 11 

Fr. J'.lichael DziUIOwicz 1872 - 1880 11 

Fr. John Gu.a.tza 1881 - 1883 " 

Fr. Rudo l :Ib Ma.J:ker 1883 - 1889 Ruth 

Fr. George Laugel 1889 - 1899 Rut h 

Fr. Charles Henni gan 1899 - 1913 Harbor :Beach 

Fr. Baymond F.l.em:ing 1913 - 1919 11 

Fr. Bernard Ja.rzembowski 1919 - 1923 Ubly 

Fr. Vincent :Bale er 1923 - 1925 Ubly 

Fr ~· JoseJil Nowaczyk 1925 Ub1y 

Fr. Michael Sajna.j 1925 - 1928 Bapson 

Fr. JoseJb Gorski 1929 - 1939 11 

Fx. Leo Piaskowski 1939 - 1943 " 
Fr. stephen . Kozak 1943 - 1945 11 

Fr • . Leonard Kwasi.g':roch 1945 - 1946 " 
Fr. Francis :wkowiez 1946 - 1959 " 
Fr. .A:rtłm:r Mllka 1959 łB.rch " 

( app:rox~· 6 months) 

Fr. Jose!il Ka.m.ba 1959 - 1974 11 

Fr. Jołm Zemen 1974- 1976 " 
Fr. sterhen Sramek ~976 - 1984 n 

9ct. ~ Jan. 

::rr.· Cecil O'Ix>Imell 1984 - 1986 11 

.July - July 13 

Fr.- Jołm eotte:r 1986- • 
July 14 



MOST HOLY TRINITY 

SMITH CORNERS 

PARISH HISTORY 

Many of the records, which would be helpful to aur understanding bf 

the history of the parish of Most Holy Trinity, Smith Corners, are not 

available because of several fires that ravaged the church and the surrounding 

area. Another consideration is that never during its one hundred twenty-eight 

year history did the parish ever have a resident pastor. Five neighboring 

parishes have at different times been the place of the pastor's residence. 

This, obviously, contributes to the likelihood significant records are lost 

or scattered. 

The first priest to serve Smith Corners was Rev. Peter Kluck. He had 

been sent to Parisville by Bishop Lafefere of Detroit in 1858. In an early 

inventory sent back to the bishop, mention is made of a Station B where he 

looked after the spiritual needs of a smali group of Irish and German families. 

It is believed this station was in the vicinity of the present church. 

Fr. Kluck visited the area once a month to celebrate mass in the home of 

Mr. and Mrs. Christian Regier, which was across the road from the present church. 

On July l, 1861, the transfer of land donated by Christian and Francesca Regier 

for a church to be built on the present site of the cernetery was registered at 

the county seat of Vjerona Mills. The first church was built the same year. 

Twenty years later it burned to the g~ound in the fire of 1881. 

With the help of the Catholic Extension Society another church was 

built in 1881 on a site more to the north and elaser to the road. In 1883 

Bishop Borgess of Detroit appointed Rev. Rudolph Marker the pastor, when he 

was assigned to the parish in Ruth. This association with SS. Peter and Paul, 

Ruth, remained in effect during the pastorate of his successor, Rev. George 

Laugel. 

On January 13, 1913, the second church was also destroyed by fire. That 

same year the church naw standing was constructed under the direction of Rev. 

Charles Hennigan, who began serving as pastor of Most Holy Trinity when he 



/ 

arrived at Harbor Beach in 1899. For many years he left Harbor Beach every 

third Sunday of the month on the afternoon train to Ubly. A parishioner from 

Most Holy Trinity would meet him with a horse and buggy to take him to Smith 

Corners, where he stayed at the house of Philip Schmitt. On Monday he attended 

to the spiritual needs of the mission parish, starting with mass in the 

morning, then catechizing and whatever else was necessary, before returning 

to Harbor Beach. 

Fr . Hennigan's successor in Harbor Beach, Rev. Raymond Fleming, was also 

assigned as pastor of Most Holy Trinity. In 1919 Bishop Gallagher transferred 

the mission to the pastor of St. John the Evangelist, Ubly. It was to remain 

so throughout the pastorates of Rev. Bernard Jarzembowski, Rev. Vincent Balcer, 

and Rev. John Nowaczyk. In 1925, after a rectory was built in Rapson, the first 

pastor to reside there, Rev. Michael Sajnaj, took over at Smith Corners as well. 

The last priest to serve in the parish, while it was still located in the 

Arthdiocese of Detroit, was Rev. Joseph Gorski, who succeeded Fr. Sajnaj in 1929. 

Huron County was included in the sixteen counties Pope Pius XI separated from 

the Diocese of Grand Rapids and the Archdiocese of Detroit on February 26, 1938, 

to form the new Diocese of Saginaw. His counterparts to succeed him from this 

diocese were the following: Rev. Leo Piaskowski, 1939-43; Rev. Stephen Kozak, 

1943-45; Rev. Leonard Kwasigroch, 1945-46; Rev. Francis Lukowicz, 1946-59; and 

Rev . Arthur Mułka, 1959. 

In Septernber of 1959 Abbot Theodore Kojis, O~ S.B., St. Andrew Abbey, 

Cleveland, Ohio, finalized ar~angements with Bishop Stepehn Woznicki to 

provide priests for several parishes in Huron County. Most Holy Trinity was 

to be one of them. The Benedictines came to the Diocese of Saginaw with the 

desire of eventually founding a second abbey on the east side of Huron County. 

As their ranks increased, the understanding was that the Bishop of Saginaw 

would make room for them in the neighboring parishes of the county. 

Rev. Joseph Karaba, O.S.B., was the first of three Benedictine pastors 

of Most Holy Trinity. He arrived in 1959 and stayed until 1974. During the 

later years of Fr. Karaba's pastorate, Detroit Edison bought up over ten 



square miles of land adjoining the parish. Consequently, the homes and 

barns of many parish families were flattened to make way for what was 

supposedly to be a nuclear power plant that never happened. The land was 

sold to the State of Michigan in 1987 and is managed by the Department of 

Natural Resources as the Verona State Game Area. The parish may not be 

quite as l~rge as it once was, but it remains the linchpin of a hardy people 

with a determined faith. Fr. Karaba's successor was Rev. John Zeman, O.S.B., 

who in turn was followed by Rev. Stephen Sramek, O.S.B. Fr. Sramek died 

suddenly on January 27, 1984. 

From 1984 to 1986 the pastor was a priest from the Toledo-Detroit 

Province of the Oblates of St. Francis De Sales, Rev. Cecil O'Donnell, 

O.S.F.S. During the last year of his stay, the parish built the hall on 

the west side of the church. In 1986 Bishop Untener assigned a priest of 

the Diocese of Saginaw as pastor for the first time since 1959. He is the 

Rev. John Cotter, native san of Sacred Heart Parish, Mt. Pleasant. 



lNITED 
CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

U» 
A ~·~°Company 

United Church Directories 
1371 Portland Way North · Box 507 • Galion • Ohio 44833 

Phone 800-521-4611 


	ST. JOSEPH & HOLY TRINITY_1999

