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This book is dedicated to the people of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church, past and present, whose great faith, courage, perseverance,
generosity, and dedication, along with a love of God, helped make
this church achieve a spiritual and financial success that should

serve as an example to other churches that follow.

May God show His blessings on you all!




FOREWORD

Many years ago your parents and granclparcnts
rrived from Poland and were faced with many
challenges in seltling‘ in this new frontier. The
-outheast corridor of Slavic Village, known

as Goosetown, l)ecame tl‘xeir setl‘lement. The
challenges they encountered were many and
varied, but not]ning was going to deter them.
Sacred Heart of Jesus School and Church were
[ounded in 1888. Tllcy labored to build a faith
community that would serve the spiritual and
many times the pl1ysica] and emotional needs
of the Polish community. Over the years tlley
ontinued to face cha“enges both p]1ysica| and
spiritual, but their faith kept them strong for

the tas]c at hancl.

Over the past eleven years, we have
encountered many challenges and have faced
them head-on with class and determination.
We are a community of faith and spirit. Classy
|wup]e remember those who came before them,
your parents and grandparents who suffered,
cacrificed, and saved so that this parish

could begin.

Being classy means doing daily jobs with style.
It’s a smile when the day is tough, praying when
hope is dying, a helping hand or a kind word
when a task ahead seems insurmountable. Some
days the first step on a journey of faith is the
toughest one—closing up our “Parish Home” has
heen emotionally and spiritually cha”enging for
all of us. But just as your ancestors, we can’t allow
this to deter us from our God, our re]ationslﬁp
with our Heaven]y Father. As your parents and
\;r(.nulparellts did, we must picla ourselves up and
move on to another faith com munity to share

God's love with them.

Activity with other members of God’s people
keeps our spirit, faith, and the ability to
function alive. My brothers and sisters, Sacred
Heart will always live in all of our memories.
Qur customs and history will be displayed,
enjoyed, and continued in the living faith
community we share with other members of

GOC].'S peop]e.

Most of you descend from Polish ancestry whose
faith and “can do” spirit llc]pecl to ﬁwge this
church. That same duty now falls to us in this
difficult time. This clm”enge is not easy, but it’s
somet]ling that should not stop us. We believe
that God is with us, and He will not abandon us,
but will be with us wherever we go. He offers us
His love and mercy despite our own weaknesses
and {ailings. Jesus will never abandon us even in
our darkest moments. We must continue to have
faith in God. We can be humbled by our heritage
as children of Gocl, because it is God'’s love and

grace that holds our church {amily ’coget]wr.

Just as the Israelites 1Corgecl ahead to a new life
and the Promised Land, we too must lzeep our
faith strong as we forge into a new and exciting
land of promise. | am humbled by the faith of
this paris]l, l)y the stic]e-to—i‘civeness, and the
never—en(ling support that I have received over
the past eleven years as your pastor. [ have always
been proucl to say that I am the Pastor of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Parish. May God bless you to(lay
and every day as you continue your mission of

bringing His love to other faith communities.

—Reverend Joseph S. Mecir
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Chapter One

TuE HistorY OF THE CHURCH

n tlw tlﬁrd p]anet {trmn t]m sun, on Go(l's good earth, on tlw North American

continent, at the corner of East 71st Street and Kazimier Avenue in Cleveland,

Ohio, stands a firmament of sandstone, woocl, concrete, and mortar that is Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church.

But it is much more than that. A church is a reflection and testament of the pcop]e that make
up its parish community, and nowhere is this more evident than in the long history and

SUCCESS OI Sacrc‘d ”cart.
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Shortly after the end of the Civil War, the better life for themselves and their families.
[ndustrial Revolution was taking hold of the
United States, especially in large cities like
Cleveland. During the 1870’s large numbers
of Poles began emigrating to America through

Ellis Island and Canada in search of relief from

religious oppression, political dominance of

The region was still mostly farmland which suited
this proud, pragmatic, hard-working people who
}Jrought old world values with t]wm, with many a
jr.au'nily leeeping' a small plot of land for p]anting
and live poultry. There were so many birds at the
time that the 1arge numbers of wandering geese

other nations, and to escape the poor economic

W L, T sttt and ducks that roamed 1(1:eely gave the area the
cc ons ot the ry.

. “r~ ”
mclzname bOOSCtOWn {)_'OIH passerley.

The steel and woolen mills of the Cuyalmga v . )
7 ; : T'he concentration of Poles south of the city
\a]ley area offered just such an opportunity fora ; : : B
qmclely grew, and in order to fulfill the splrltual

B A e e e w




obligations of this new community the first Polish
Catholic parish, St. Stanislaus, was established in
1873. But, St. Mary's in the Flats would continue
to provicle a place of worsllip until 1881 when the
parish of St. Stan’s was JEina.“y built. It was here

in an area known as “Warsawa” that the Polish

community tO()le root.

The growth of the Polish popu]a’ti(m from 1880 to
1890 was so rapid that within ten years after the
!‘oun(ling of St. Stanislaus, there were two hundred
families alone living south of the church in the
Brecksville Road and Harvard Avenue district. It
was an area that was dubbed “Krakowa.” Having
their homes too far removed from the school

made it hard for children to attend and difficult
for older members to attend church services on a
ltrequent basis. People of the time came on {:OO’C,
horseback, horse and l)uggy, or slcigll as it would be
another twenly years before even the first Model

T automobile would be mass pmtluced. This group

gathered together and decided to form their own

parish, {ouncling itin 1888.

~

In vts earliest years
horseback ov hovse drawn
é‘%def from swrvounding
arears parking in a
:a/wv’LZMd lavge W/L for
their weeds at the time but
OVW and too smald later
on after the advent g‘ CaKs.

After cleli]aeration, and Father Kolaszewslzi, then
pastor of St. Stanislaus, having been graciously
grantecl permission I)y His Exce“ency Bishop
Richard Gilmour, it was decided to buy a plece

of available land 315 feet ]Jy 250 feet located
between Krakow Avenue and Kazimier Avenue off
of Marcelline Avenue (which was later renamed E.
71st Street) in the spring of 1889 for the amount
of $2,600.00.

With the llelp of many parishioners who
volunteered their lxelp to the contractor and

his crew, construction of a two-story wooden
structure was completecl quiclzly, and on
Christmas Day of that same year of 1889, a

large gatllering of proucl and ]lappy parisllioners
joyous]y celebrated Mass for the first time with
Father Kolaszewski officiating. The blessing of the
church along with that of a new bell would wait

until June 22nd of the J;()Howing year.

Cost of the ljui]ding, including pews, altars,
and other church furni’cure, amounted to

$15,00000 T]1C upper StOI’y SQCOHC]. ﬂOOl’ ]101(1
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church services while the first floor was divided
into a four-classroom school. There were orchards
to the north and south of the church for as far as
the eye could see in as much as the local railroad
lines paralleling Berdelle Avenue and Grant
Avenue had not yet been built. In the spring

of 1890, one hundred {'ilcty children would attend
the opening of school.

Father Kolaszewski and other priests from the
“mother” parish of St. Stanislaus continued to
attend to the needs of the parisl1i011ers, but it
soon became evident that with a fu”y equipped
church and thriving school, a full-time pastor
was needed. Fina”y, after repeated requests to the
l)ishop, Father Felix Orzechowski, on November
4, 1891, was appointecl as the first pastor of
Sacred Heart Church.

That very year construction of a parish rectory
was l)egun, at a cost of $2,000.00. It was agreed
that each parish family should contribute an
annual $6.00 pew rent. But it was clear from the
start with what had been already accomplished,
that many families gave unselﬁshly, well in excess

of their fair share.

Astounding]y, in less than three years, land had
been boug}lt, and a Clllll’C]’l, school, home for the
nuns, and a rectory were built. The following
year, in 1892, the entire group of buildings was
enclosed by wrought iron fencing. Adding in the
costs of furnishings and sacred vessels, one can
only appreciate and admire the ambition, zeal,
and generosity shown by those first families. They
are traits that would resurface time and time again
in generations to come, llelping to personify the
parisllioners of Sacred Heart. With the financial
affairs of the church seemingly in order, Father
Orzechowski would leave the parish after one year
and eleven months in mid 1893, followed by the

RCV. Jamcs Kula as new pastor.

many immigrants, and financial difficulties arose
in the paris}l as it labored under the lwavy debt
from its mercurial development. Factions of the
congregation disagreed with the approach and
direction the church should now take regarding
further development, and this discord would carry
over with the leaving of Father Kula through the
assignment of the Rev. Paul Cwiakala as the next
pastor in 18985.

But in that same year, with local employment at
capacity and prol)al)]y with some ethnic prejuclice

in new hiring, there was a scarcity of work for

The energetic Father Cwiakala directed his

untiring efforts and self-sacrifice toward

paying off the parish debt as quickly as possiljle,
although his primary interests lay in the peace

and unity of the parish. A church organ was

purchased a year after his arrival, as was a

laaptisma] fount from the kindness of a family's
donation, and new chalice, cope, and monstrance
tllrougll society fund raising. But the work soon
taxed his health, forcing a leave of absence. He

returned following a three-month vacation with

a renewed vigor that carried over to the people, ‘

and he was soon rewarded with a stronger mutual
cooperation and reconciliation between opposing
forces among his congregation who now worked

for a common interest.

In July of 1900, Rev. Victor Szyroclei came
to the parisll as pastor only to be greetecl }Jy

overflowing crowds in as much as parishioners

now also came from surrounding suburbs which
included Garfield Heights, Inclepenclence, and as

far away as the Corlett area, east of what we know

today as 93rd Street, ]aeyon(l Bmadway Avenue,

often trudging tl'lroug}l mud as paved streets were

years away from being built. To accommodate 1
the ]arge number of peop]e coming from Corle'tt,
a mission church attached to Sacred Heart was
established in the area (later to become Qur Lacly
of Czestochowa Clmrch).
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ZEWNETRZNY WIDOK
I0L NAJSLODSZEGO SERCA JEZUS W KTORYM

POD PRZYSZLY KOSC

BASEMENTL)
OBECNIE ODPRAWIAJA SIE NABOZENSTWA

The lower church pre 1949 from the corner of E 715t Street and Kazimier Avenue.
School and bell tower ave towards the right. Lavger ro@fed building in background
wus the W@ma/l church building which became a sociad hall. Parishioners entered
the church down steps wheve the bunting is shown to the basement church.

Father Szyrocki soon occupied himself with the
i:uilcling of a new largcr church, and the south
rchard was cut down and the basement clug in the
vear 1908. The new church would be 82 feet wide

by 1656 feet long. We can nn]y imagine as horse

lrawn carts ancl mucl slccls were usecl to de]iver t]w

large sandstone blocks, dug from ncarl)_v quarries,
and how stonemasons would further cut and s})apc
the stone, pushing the Iarge ]wavy pieces along
vooden planlas into p]ace with the use of block and
tackle and the streng‘th of horses or the many hands

ind musele of parish volunteers who lent their lep.

Bui](ling' was stopped fourteen feet from the top
of the grouncl. Alas, further construction was
halted 1)y a lack of funds, and a temporary roof
was put into place with the hope of resuming
construction soon after. But this “basement”
church did allow for services to be conducted and
the pari511 community to continue operations.
The second floor of the old building was now
remodeled into a parish hall.

Efforts began anew in the years to follow to

fund the completion of the cl1urcl1, but new

divisions surfaced among the patronage, with
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Eivst chuvch stvucturve buddt 7" wood on the corner
(fwﬁwtm%owtodaywth/e cormnfkmkawm
E. 715t St. That furst building stood wheve the school
standss toda}/.

some parishioners demanding the building of

a new school and others asking for completion

of the church, or more imperative, the repair

or replacement of the temporary roof. With
opposing views stifling any further progress,
much to his disappointment, Father Szyrocki left
the parish in July of 1916.

The fifth pastor, Reverend John Czyzak arrived

amid the turmoil whereupon it was finally
decided to build the school. The old two-story
wooden structure was dug out, raised up, and
moved in its entirety to where the convent stands
toclay. The entire l)ui]ding was most prol)al)ly

moved along the way l)y rolling it along over
the top of timber ]ogs. It continued to be used
asa gathering hall for church and social events

t}]rough the 1940’s.

In its vacated space a beautiful red brick school
building in the form of a “T” was built. And none
too soon as school records would soon show a
1919 enro”ment of 850 stuclents, reaching a
high of 1,013 by 1926. Again the parishioners

began to save for completion of their church.

But the church was burdened l)y debt in the
amount of $109,879.53 at the end of 1917 due
in large part l)y giving the school builder a free




hand in wm‘leing without a drawn contract and
his purcl\asing of substandard materials. This
qecessitated a fair amount of reconstruction in
the immediate years that 1(o”owccl, and resulted
i1 the church looking to secure loans from banks

ind parisllioners alike to offset the loss.

Derision soon arose again among the faithful,
and the bishop was quick to replace a discouragecl
Father Czyzale with a new pastor, Reverend John

Mlotkowski in 1922.

\ c<,m1paratively young priest, Father Mlotkowski
arrived and unlike his predecessors, quickly
instituted a series of ideas and programs that
would include social interests outside the church.
By implementing a series of bazaars, raffles,
picnics, and other fundraising used to supplement

offerings and collections, with patience

throughout his ten years as pastor, he was able
to pay off most of the debt and begin t]ﬁnlcing
about completion of the church. Things looked

rosy indeed for the parish of Sacred Heart.

The rise of breadlines and soup kitchens
confirming the economic collapse of the country
in the beginning of the Great Depression in

1929 put a stop to any such plans.

It was during this most difficult of times that

the Reverend Joseph Kocinski took over pastoral
duties on May 18, 1932. And difficult they were,
as Father Joseph arrived to find growing distrust,
suspicions, complaints, accusations, and grief over
the many years of hardship and disappointment

at the delay in building the church, uncncling
school expenses, and stunted growtl‘x of the parish.

Unable to overcome such adversity, he would leave

Founding members (7" Sacred Heart z7f Jesus Pavish pose in this 1915 photo from the
orner of Kazimier Av Lovking novth down 715t st. Immediately betind the group is the
busement church entrance, bell tower and furst church and school building. Pictured
rom ée/i‘ (Wn), Martin Grucza, A Szelminski and johwm Kalinowski.




1948 Picturve (7’ E. 715t St. looking south towards Cuzax/wﬁa Hts. War Avenue
was the streetcar turnavound. Streetcars pulled down War Avenue before
éawkmﬂ out and ﬁ/ead/mﬁ back toward town on the opposite track. Parvked
cars at cuvbside affm Leffno room and. W%Wamfwmmf

to pass the stveetcars t/vey weve fo%owmﬁ




8 ])L re lace(l just five years later l)v tlle Reverencl
P J ) )

Stanislaus Rybacki in 1937,

‘ather Ryl)aclei took cldarge, 1)1'inging along

n unshakeable trust that the Sacred Heart of
lesus, Who is the Divine namesake of the parisll,
vould protect and provide for His people. He
inmcdiatcly visited every member of his parisl‘l,
caving out no one, successl(u”y sowing the

ceds of peace, love, and unity and l)ringing the
membership together again in harmony to work

or tlw c]mrc]m

SJod’s divine providence to His church would

ecome evident soon after tl1is, when in 1938

# play performance
mt/wpecondﬂa—w

(7£ that ﬁrpt wooden
structurve most

?fm’ba,ég/ aftcvr vt was
moved to where
the convent/rectory

stands tooéay

the Union Property Corporation, lwaving‘ taken
over the l)anlzrupt Union Trust Banla, called for
immediate payment on a loan of $21,000.00.
The notice was given so suddenly and the time
allowed so short that a new loan or line of credit
could not be established. Union Property was
preparing to sell the church property and filed
suit in court. In this most critical of times, the
parisll turned to Our Sorrowful Mother. It would
become the first novena conducted in the Polish

language to Qur Lady in the United States.

During the week that followed the announcement

of a novena, th rou§l1 the insistent urging ot a
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Leﬁm stde altar z7f St. AMW.
Today the hall bathwooms ave fawn,d wheve the alcove stood before.

paris]lioncr, the doubtful pastor returned to
specifica“y visit a Mr. H.R. Templeton, vice
prcsi(lent of the Cleveland Trust Bank where he
had applied for a loan previously. Though not
within Mr. Templeton’s department and without
procedure, miraculously, a loan was nonetheless
immediately secured at less than the going rate,
without written agreement, on just a handshake
alone. But the diocese refused to believe the word
of Father Ryl)aclei and intercede on his behalf

before the trial date.

On the day before the hearing, the pastor received

a confidential memorandum testi{:ying to the

granting of the loan. It was handed persona”y

to the laishop, who for Lmexplainecl reasons had
remained in his office worleing after hours that day,
and who without formality signed permission to
proceecl. The parish was thus saved from the lawsuit
and any pul)lic scandal that was sure to follow. A
most grateful pastor and parishioners continued

on with the novena and in a short time the loan
was paicl in full. With profound joy the parish now
commemorated its [ifty year anniversary starting
with a Pre-Golden Jubilee on Sunday, April 28,
1940, ce]ehra’cing t]n.‘oughout the year with an

ending program a year later on June 8, 1941.
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R(’ﬁh/twh/ﬂe side altar c7f0wr LW @ffowowr in the basement Church.
Cmfm&omom be seen a/tréﬁh/t. Todayffw hald kitchen sits in this alcove.

"'he Works Program Administration had l)egu n

he task of building streets. Side streets built of

d paving bricks were finished. Streetcars now

\n on main streets similarly pave(;l. No longer
vere smudge pots necessary to warn drivers of
cacherous ruts or work in progress. America was
«covering from the economic distress it had faced
v many years previously. Life was good for the
vop]e of Sacred Heart. Their attentions could

ow be focused on completion of the church.

Vorld War 1T would (lelay their intentions.

In spite of the hardships and inconvenience
t]n'oug]] the years of the Great Depression and
those of World War 11, one tlling remained

the same: parishioners remained somewhat
consistent in supporting their church financially
and througll volunteer efforts. T]]rougl) a series
of socials and fundraisers along with a cost-
saving program of maintenance, repair, and
renovation through volunteer help, with patience
'tln‘ougl'l the war years, Father Rylaac]zi and the
paris])ioners of Sacred Heart were {:ina”y able

to realize the dream of finishing construction
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Main altar and sanctuary (7‘ the basement chuvch with statues (f St. Bavbava
and the Madonna on etther side. The ;/tzw'n,edﬂéa/ﬁ window ofth/e Sacved Heart
was used as a éa,okﬂbrop to the main altar tabernacle.

of the church. Ladies of the sodalities can
remember se”ing raffle tickets for a chance at
a new car in front of Taylor’s Department Store
on Public Square. Men can remember giving
their time to paving the sclloolyard with brick.

Funding for the church was realized.

And in 1949, the cornerstone was blessed, and
laid for the construction of the upper church as we
know it today. Not much is documented about its
construction. There are no written records and no
verbal accounts of its completion available to us.
Too many memories of how it was built have long

l)cen {-m'gotl'en.

A now nearly exhausted Father Ryl)aclzi had
seen it tl‘ll.‘Ollg]"l, and whether l)y choice or unfair

reappointment, was assigned to another parish.

Following the departure of Father Rylaaclei,

the Reverend Francis Szczepanski assumed the
pastorate in Qctober of 1954 where he would
remain for twenty-one years u ntil his forced
retirement in 1975. His accomplishments
included a major renovation of the school,
establishment of the Mother’s Club, cump]ctinn
of the church interior inc]uding new ]ighting and
demolition of the old hall/ wooden school building.

A new brick convent was built on the vacated




54 Picture most probably of the installation of Rev. Framcis Szczepanski as pastor of
cred Heart. Of note is the absence of paint on the cimder block side M/Mrffth/e church.
"weve ave adso no center avste lanterns ov dowme W/Vt’f at the time, but track Lr:qh/twrﬁ,
tev vemoved, cmbepm&nfhew&yéew%nﬁjmbﬂowthmbaﬁmwpafﬁwdﬁm.m
vkwood screen betund the Christ statue on the main altar had not been built yet and
e statues 7’6/1%‘4% Mary and joseph have halos that weve later vemoved for veasons
marntenance. St. Aéo}/w}m and St. ffa/m)r/bmjwd the side altars, but would be later

oved I}anU]fffba/l’Wef #’the mfmgﬁ’mﬁmm our LW qfr—a/mm %W on
intts in the walls above.
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1958 Picture celebrating the installation of the center aiste dome lanterns |
WWCWMW.AWW%MWMVW”WWW% {
that weve the mmfwéo%ﬁ churches and homes up until the 1970% but the same
aWWNaM:derW&WWﬁﬂweMyw&eﬁdeMﬁw |
church until its closing. Oﬁm the right aiste alcove St. Thevesa shaves space with 5
Oeradyﬁffowm. No%mu’nt/vealoowbnth/efwr@/vtwrwkm@fth/e ‘
church’s two confessionals. At this same time, extensions to pews toward the rear 7’ |
the church werve added, as seen at bottom Leﬁ‘.

site for the Franciscan Sisters who would serve immecliate]y l')egan the work of ]Jringing the ‘
the parish for almost sixty years. Through the parisll in line with the modern guidelines set ]3y ’
efforts of Father Rybacki and Father Szczepanski,  the Second Vatican Council, which included a |
the parish of Sacred Heart could now stand renovation of the church interior wlwrel)y the ‘
{'inancia”y sound. altar was turned to face the peop]e and masses

. were said in English.
I'he Reverend Raymond Bartnikowski would £ 1

follow as the tenth pastor of the parish. He ]




.
LN

'1.’7] e -}
f el
S\ 'mﬁiﬂi! '

""‘Ir"f"l‘\*‘""“h',
[\ ‘\"\'\ |\ e '.\".

astors of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church

ev. Felix Orzechowski

ov. James Kula

ov. Paul Cwiakala

ev. Francis Wegrzynowski
ev. Victor Szyrocki

ev. John Czyzak

lsgr. John Mlotkowski

1891 - 1893
1893 - 1895
1895 - 1899
1899 — 1900
1900 - 1916
1916 - 1922

1922 - 1932

ssistant Pastors

v. ] )l'm Pokorny
v. John Zeglen
v. John Minkinski

ev. S’tanwlau: Je(,ll llSLCZEl]Q

ev. Joseph Kopeznski
ev. . Kubacki
cv. Stanislaus Rybacki
eV. /\(1()]}:)11 l’gerl]as
ev. Leo A. Rygw ralski
ev. Max Krajdzieski
+v. Thaddeus A. Herudaj
ev. Alphonse A. Konarski

1915 — 1916

1917 - 1919
1919 - 1920
1920 - 1921
1921 — 1922

1922 - 1923
1922 - 1923

1924 — 1927
1927 — 1929
1929 - 1931
1931 — 1932
1932 - 1939

Ordained Priests From the Parish

Rev. Jnsepli Kocincki
Rev. Stanislaus Ryl)ac:]ei

Rev. Francis Szczepanski

Rev. Raymond Bartnikowski

RGV. Francis Beclnar

Rev. Joseph Mecir

Rev. Stanislaus Ciolek
Rev. Thaddeus Michalski
Rev. Anthony Gawlik
Rev. Walter Golembieski
Rev. Jo]ln Deka

Rev. Walter Dobosz

Rev. Francis Duda

Rev. Edward Lajac]e

Rev. Leo Telesz

Rev. Edward S

RC\’. Francis Karwoslei

lOS&l.'Z

Rev. Rol)ert Sanson

Rev. David Kosky, O. F. M.
Rev. Norbert Zgrabik, O. F. M.

Rev. A]ojzy Dombrowski

RCV. E(].]Illl l](l. Kuczmarslxi

[Qt‘\’. ] ()11 n Delea

Rev. Girard Cupple

1932 - 1937
1937 — 1964
1964 — 1975
1975 — 1988
1989 — 1999

1999 - 2010
1939 — 1948
1948 - 1951
1951 — 1956

1956 — 1964
1964 — 1964

1964 — 1967
1967 — 1968
1968 — 1968
1968 — 1970
1970-1975

1976 - 1979
1979 — 1985
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Revere]ld Fra]lCiS MiC]lael Be(lnal'
Born: November 2, 1948
Died: January 21, 1999

Francis Michael Bednar was ordained as a priest
on June 8, 1974.. On January 4, 1989, Bis]‘nop
James P. Lyl:ze installed Father Bednar as the
eleventh pastor of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.

For the next ten years, Father Bednar saw the
parish through changes in the community as

well as in the church, including the merger of the
school with that of Immaculate Heart of Mary,
initiated in the years shortly before his arrival.
The nun’s convent was now converted to a rectory
providing living accommodations, meeting
rooms, and office space. The former rectory was
demolished to provide for additional parking.
Under his direction, the parish was able to begin

saving for the future.

Father Bednar loved being a priest. He will be
remembered for his devotion to the Blessed
Mother, instituting a celebration service every
year on her l)irtllclay comp]ete with cake and
candles, and again for Jesus at what became

the traditional Children’s Mass on Christmas
Eve. He served as Chaplain of the Blue Army.
Father Francis visited Fatima and Purtugal and
encouraged Marian devotions and daily recitation

of the rosary. He also encouragecl devotion to the

“Real Presence” and subscription to the teaclﬁnga

of Pope John Paul I1. He loved llistory, studied

the lives of the Saints, and had plans to author his

own bOOlQ one Clély

Beyoncl being called to priest]'loocl, Father Bednar
was blessed in his assignment as Pastor of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Church. He genuine]y believed
that this service was a privilege. Sacred Heart

of Jesus truly became his home, the parisl‘lioners
his family. He often stated that he never wanted
to be re-assigned. He never was. On January 21,
1999, on t}le {east o{ St. Agnes, for whom l‘liS
mother was namecl, Father Bednar was called to
his eternal home. He must have lznown, as that
previous Christmas Father Bednar wrote a letter
to his parishioners in which he stated, “I want you
to know that your {riencls]ﬁp, support, gdenerosity,
and especia“y, your prayers are sincerely
appreciated very much.” This remains true today.

— The Family of Father Francis Bednar
Deep]y saddened lJy the sudden death of Father

Bednar, parishioners held on to one another

and were guided in transition by Fr. William R.
Dic]einson, the newly named administrator. He
showed the people of Sacred Heart a new way to
grieve for Fr. Francis, reminding us to become
more aware of what our paris]1 community was
made of and what we meant to each other as

a congregation. Father Bill, as he was called,

was only here at Sacred Heart for the month of
Fel;ruary, but leept everyone close as tlley awaited

a new pastor.




verend Josepll S. Mecir

Vlarch of 2000, Rev. Joseph S. Mecir became

twelfth pastor, quu“v earning s the hearts of

a I“[] par It«}'llOnt‘l S.

hough he faced many challenges, especially
m the start, he gracious]y and persona”y

»ag‘ecl to find the appropriate answers or
linn- for many of the problems he faced.

her Joe made changes easy for parisl]ioncrs to
ept. With boundless energy, he led by example,
| you would always find him painting, cleaning,
king, doing yard work, and even washing his
. He was always helpful with many of the social
bs and activities, quickly pitching in wherever
ded. He was an all around person, liked by

as was his constant four-legged companion,

ette.

vilua”v, he enhanced the ].)cautv of this

wved church Ll]rougll restoration of the statues
stained g .\glam windows. Organ repairs were
pleted and once again it sounded like new.
personality just added to the charisma of the

E'UI].

rough Father Joe’s ]ca(lcrs]ﬁp, Sacred Heart

lesus Church would exhibit a vibrancy

21
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and togetherness that defined what a church
community should be and that many a church
envied. It was a church on solid financial and
~pultua] tanclmg, :u;uoc]m; wnll ]e ss to me
with as u)mpaned to other 1al§,el churches that

continue to fail with far more resources.

But it was a success that would doom the clulrc]1,
taken away I)y a cold-hearted l)is]1op, “’I‘IO, against
committee recommendation, began selling off
such prized assets in an attempt to stave off
mounting Diocesan expenses, without rcg‘arcl

for any business or common sense and more
importantly, with indifference to the spiritual well
being of so many who were brought up to believe

in ancl WOI'IQCCI S0 I1arcl '1:01' tl1(’il‘ CIWIH,'C]'! ancl. {:Ellth

And on May 2, 2010, H)Huwnm a noon Jn-m»
Mass, after 122 years of community service to
past and present parishioners, their families and
friends, and the Orchard Area ncn»l]l)mlmocl of
\]avu Vi ”aga at IaIgL tlu cluor~ glowcl, ancl tlu
bells of Sacred Heart of Jesus C l‘lLllLll, on the
corner of E. 71st Street and Kazimier Avenue in

Clevelancl, Ohio, would ring no more...
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A Day in the Neighborhood

Glass bottles of milk delivered by an early
morning milkman from a clairyman’s truck sit on
side or back door stoops, some with the separated
cream at the top long since sipped off l)y an early
rising eager youngster when no one was lm)leing.
The bread truck might drive by later with cookies,
cakes, or pies. A Charles’ Chips man might deliver
salted chips or pretzel snacks in one pound cans

later in the week.

The })ang of a wooden screen door against the
frame would signal yet another child running out
to play. T}ley headed out to such places as Sonny's,
Skinny's, or Pickle Pond or simply said tlley were
going down “the dump.” There were swimming
holes, railroad trestles, and plenty of adventure in
just exploring. A few may have snuck some whole
potatoes from the basement vege’cable bin for later

roasting in shallow fire pits clug into the ground.

Behind a windblown maze of bed sheets and

pillow cases lmng by wooden clothespins across
lines proppecl up with po]es, housewives could

be found ta”zing to one another over back yar(l
fences. Clothes were sometimes boiled in pots
over small basement burners or the water squeezed
out by hancl, cranked t}lrough the soft rollers of a

wringer washer.

The soft click-click-click of a two-wheeled reel
push mower miglﬂ: be heard from the front yard as

someone cut grass.

A truck from the Thomas Coal Co. might
back up in a driveway where the home’s owner
stood with shovel in hand. Delivery of the soft
black bituminous pieces would slide out onto

the driveway t]n'oug]'l a ﬂapping end gate as the

truck bed rose up into the air. The coal was then
shoveled tllrough a small square door in the side
of the house down into the basement coal bin
where it would be shoveled out again as needed
during the colder months into furnaces that
heated the home.

Girls played lu‘)pscotcl'\, jumped rope, ran through
lawn sprinlzlers, and rode bikes. Boys also rode
their l)ilees, built balsa wood models, raced slot
cars, or played ‘army.” Many with baseball g]oves
and bats in hand headed for the playing fields
down l)y the orchards. ley mig}lt have passed a
]arge, sad loolzing tired horse luml)cring up the red
brick paved street pu“ing a heavy wooden wagon
driven by the “paper rags” man who announced his
coming by singing out the same. A recyc]ing man
1011g before the environmental concerns of today,
he accepted bundled newspaper, boxed junlz metals

or glass jars, and bags of rags among other items.

Not much went to waste in any household of the
time as further evidenced by the pig's knuckles,
pig’s {eet, cow's ears, neck bones, gizzards, liver,
and tongue that mig]‘xt appear on the dinner taljle,
and Lord ouly knew what was hand pressecl into

those sausage casings.

You walked up the corner to the butcher, baker,
or store of choice, whose shop was usually
identified l)y name on a soft green canvas awning
hung over the front sidewalk wound down in
place by a long black twist-handled pole by

the proprietor before the morning opening,

who would then broom sweep the sidewalk in
front before greeting the first of his customers.
Stores usually closed a half-day on Wednesday

&{tCI'nOOIlS ancl never SO]A on Sundays. WOIT]CI]
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The neighborhood in its earliest years

asn't until 1906 that Cleveland city streets running North-South were renamed as “numbered streets”
wreelline Street became B. 71st Street et al) Marcelline Street extended down tln'()ugh Cuyalmga
ishts and across the canal and Cuyahoga River up into lnclcpcmlcncc l)ccoming‘ Route 21 — Brecksville

. In its earliest days it was said that you could drive on Route 21 straight to its end in Miami, Florida,

| . . . : ~ . . .
h children often sitting out on 71st Street on bunclay mg’hts counting out of town license p]ales on cars
ving the city. E. 71st Street’s direct connection with Independence would end when the Willow Freeway

d Cloverleaf was completed in 1940, with E. 71st St then ending at Canal Road.




and men wore hats, a gentleman always tipping
his to acknowledge a lacly.

The bane of every unluclzy l)oy forced to accompany
his mother was Barbash Department Store. (Hey,
the “department" was just one large storefront
showroom!) More importantly, while children tried
on clothes, mothers could look at the latest in dress
and fashions for the upcoming church bunco and

card party that upcoming Sunday.

On your way to the store you miglﬂ: get passecl l)y
a couple of altar ljoys from that morning's J;unera],
on their way to a store to spencl their “two bits”
serving tip on ice cream cones, all clay sundaes, or
the best tasting banana popsicles, and creamsicles
that waited in coolers with sliding—bacla glass tops.
Empty glass pop bottles could be returned to the
store for coin credit and fill your pocl‘eets further
with penny candy such as jawl)realzers, sour balls,
root beer barrels, licorice whips, Mary Janes, or a

paclz O{ Beeman’s.

The church bells would ring the noon angelus
reminding everyone of time for lunch. Taverns
or cafes could be found on every block, usually
all built with that one same drunken footed
nightmare, a stone stoop corner entrance. Some
might have a small black and white picture, three
channel, antenna TV hung up above the bar

in a ceiling corner, and some lucky kids migl'lt
accompany their fathers for a Saturclay afternoon
of a bottle of pop, small l)ag of chips, wa’cc}\ing
Gorgeous George wrestle on the small screen.

Many also served food. Always delicious fish fries,

like those at Casey’s Tavern or Hillside Restaurant

were a favorite, as some families religiously

observed meatless Friclays year round.

Next door to the l)ar, in the cle]icatessen, other
kids spun wire—framed magazine carousels
looking for a favorite comic book, waiting for
the Cleveland Press truck to arrive and kick out
bundles of the afternoon newspaper for delivery

on their routes.

Evening cookouts with neiglll)ors were done

on crooleecl tllrec-leggetl c]mrcoal grills, coals
liopelcully evenly drenched in lighter fluid and lit
with a quicle fireball whoosh from a 1ig]1te(l match
carefully thrown into the briquettes. A game of
nickel pinoch]e or canasta might break out, the
clay’s thirst quenc}wcl ]Jy bottles of beer with names
like Ro”ing Rock, Carling Black Label, Pabst
Blue Ribbon, Iron City, or Genesee.

As the sun set, people sat ta”eing to one another
on lawn chairs or cushioned metal gliders on front
porclles. A few sat on steps with a garclen hose in
11anc1, a sweeping spray watering down the front
lawn. Lauglling kids played tag, hide or seck,

ran from the l)oogeyman, or caught 1ig}1tning

bugs in jars during the deepening twilight, while
fishermen walked the yards pu]ling at the grouncl
with flashlights in hand looking for earthworms as
the next clay's bait. One 1)y one, neighl)ors would
say their goodnigl'lts, calling it a night, and retire

inside to their homes.

It was a l)usy (lay in the neigh})orhood, and would

be once again tomorrow.
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Map of Neighborhood Businesses
Circa 1930 — 1970’

From the l)riclge to Harvard Ave

HARVARD AVE

Scolty's Bar

. B]azcicwsl:i

Wallpaper & Paint Store
The S\vcclslmp Diner

& Soda Slmp

Sahesta & Novak's
Hardware Store

ater On Rndy's Hardware)

Jarcelline Lanes & Lounge
PorLoNia AvE

Barbash Department Store
Szubski’s “Modern”
Supcrmarlzcl

Sadoski’s Bakery
Photography Studio
Eddie's (SuinsL‘i) Paints

5 & 10 Cent Store

Dairy Dell

CLAASEN AVE

Various Bars

Millman's Dry Goods
Max's Appliances
CLEMENT AVE

Victory Tavern

Joe's Barber Shop

clen Baracz's Floral Shop
Luker'S Bar

Sliwinski Ba]c(‘l‘_\'

(later on a printing co.)
ST Sm_vcch"s

Meats And Groceries

PARK AVE

Pa rl: Av. Ca f(-
(Numerous K\‘llwr Names)

Newburgh/ Southshore

RCI i I I'\)[l(l l\’t)Ll Il(“]UllS\‘

71s1 ST

E.

Ly
m
o
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Y1

Bar

Harvard Jewelers

S R

Sarnecki’s Supermarket

(Cm]c.l 's Superma rlccl)

Fruit & Vegeatble Shop
I;J"L’

~ . -
Sunrise Cale

Nig‘tl]mwl\"s Cafe
CLAASEN AVE

]'{0!1101’(“\"511} FL]HL‘!‘JI l I(YI‘HU

Aelna Sewing Machines
Pcoplc's Shoe S]mp (Slezak's)
Various S]uvps

Dr. Stang D.D.S.

Dr. Turner D.D.S.

(Dentists)

Krakow lermac'\’ (.\‘lisleicwicz)
CLEMENT AVE

The Golden Mule Lounge

The Polonaise Lounge

The Clover Café

PARK AVE

Various Named Delicatessens

Tomrs Bm‘l}ur:‘l]up

Jnl]n Wasniak's
Grocery & Meat Market
The lce House

Voting Slmnly QOn Election Days)
COVERT AVE

Sunoco Service Station

Jim's Fleet Wing Service Station

IRMA AVE

Grant Ave to the Newl)urg]l Southshore Briclge

Thomas Coal Co.

Beer Joint

BERDELLE AVE

Frank's Barber Shop
Photography Studio
John Birkowski's
Groceries And Meals
Jacon Mraczek'’s Sohio
Products

Dan's Auto Garage

RATHBUN AVE

Fisher Foods
Glinka's Harware & Roofing
Swiatkowski’s Cleaners
Szyl:nwny Groceries &Meals
Ko]wly’s
Molly's
Kelly's
]nlxn Delicatessen
Krakow AVE
Sacred Heart of Jesus School
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church
KAZIMIER AVE
Zasucha's
Gadomski’s Paradise Meats
Sanmslcy's Ba]cery
Gus And Min
Kraicws]zi's Butcher S}mp

War Ave P]aygruuml
George Hyatt’s Stop Over Caté
WaR AVE
(Various Bar Names lnc]utling)
Hattie's
Derbin’s
GRANT AVE

Kaminski’s Tavern

Benjamin Moore Paints

T ST

S

5. 11

]_

T 91

S

E.'71

lalzu[mwslci's Cun{'cclimmry
Hilinski's Candy & Confectionary

ALICE AVE

Bars (\'arious]_v Named)
Shoemaker Slwp
Mioduszewski'’s

Meats- Poultry - Groceries
Marcelline Food Market
Bartkowski's Butcher Slmp
Lawson's
Joe Wacko's
Sohio Gas Station
RATHBUN AVE
Sacred Heart Nun's Convent
Rathbun Pla_\'gmum[
Steve's TV

S"I( H‘l'"ﬂl\'k’r Slll p

. T& L Dry Cleaners

Kate “The Bootlegger” Jaszkiewicz
[ce Cream — Cnmly— Cnn{cclimmry

Michalik Heating

Babiak's Zaremba’s
Casey's(Wozniak) Tavern

DEVENY AVE

Beer Joint

Jaskiewicz TV

OAK AVE







Chapter Two

MOTORS, BELLS, & BENCHES

nlike many modern-day churches with electric or digitally sou nded chimes, Sacred

Heart’s belfry houses three different sized real brass bells. Four various sized

motors and pu”eys work off two clock timers in various combinations to sound the

distinctive peals heard for the angclus, funerals, services, and start of Mass.

Originally, the bells were located in a small wooden structure at the sc]mo]yard entrance

where l[‘lcy were rung with a pull rope l)y hand for church times and the start of school.

More than one person tells the story of himself or watc]uing someone else l)mmcing up off the
g‘mund as Lllc_v lmng from the rope with each turn of the bell. These same bells were moved to
the uppermost floor of the bell tower ([uring construction of the upper church and remain in

use l‘oclay.

Running along the length of the side aisles and across of the top of the ceiling dome just
under the wooden roof of the church are wooden p]an k catwalks. The catwalks are used to
service spol]igllls in the dome and for g‘cncral maintenance of the cci]ings, caves, and c]ay tile

roof. They are accessed L]n‘oug‘li little doors found on either side of the choir loft.
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Catwalks used to service ]iglﬂing‘ and maintenance run the ]cngt]w of the side aisles

and top of the dome just above the ceiling‘ but under the roof. T]w_v were entered l)y

hatchway doors found on either side off of the choir loft.
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Hidden behind doors in the

sacristy wall are the two time clocks
controlling the ringing of the church
bells. Incremental grooves on the
cclgc of clock dials could be pin ned
for any minute of the day to activate
the bell motors. One clock controlled
Satm'day and Sunda_v Mass times, the

other wcclc(lays and the x\ngclus.

The four motors that
control the three bells
found in the lamling
above. Varying the spcccl
and combinations of the
motors, and cnnsequcnl]y
the pu”cy belts rcaclﬁng up
tllrougllg small holes in the
cci]ing‘ to the bells above,
allow for the different

iclenli[_ving tolls.
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Hidden behind doors in the

sacristy wall are the two time clocks
controlling the ringing of the church
bells. Incremental grooves on the
cclg’c of clock dials could be pinnccl
for any minute of the day to activate
the bell motors. One clock controlled
Satu rday and Sun(lay Mass times, the

other \\'ch’days and the A ngclus.

Two nf Llw L]n‘cc l)(_”: o]i tlw Cl]uruli

The four motors that
control the three bells
found in the |amling‘
above. Varying the spcccl
and combinations of the
motors, and conscqucnl]y
the pu”cy belts rcaclling up
tllroug‘hg‘ snm“ Inwlus in tlm
cci]ing_‘ to the bells above,
allow for the different

i([cnlil‘_\/ing' tolls.
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Karol Wicinski and wife Helen
work to c.nmple’ce the rcﬁnislﬁng
of the church benches in 1961 as
part of a total renovation of the
interior of the church. 73 years
of use had dirtied and darkened
the benches until the refi nislﬂng‘
was completccl, giving the
benches the liglltcr colored tone

that we know today.

4

A close up of the wooden scrollwork adorning the outside of cach pew. Many a child’s finger lazily traced

the grooves cluring‘ a much too Iong sermon or service.
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last two rear benches on the middle l‘i;_:']ll side reserved for ushers of the day

R






C}lapter Three

THE STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

. - . ? . .
t one time or ano[ller 1n our llves wln» I‘lasn t sat staring in \\/onderment,
r B
nwsnmrizecl l)y t]w cmnp]ctcd jigsaw puzzlcs t|1at are tlw stained g[ass win(lows ot

~

bacrcd Heart C]mrc]]? \\ﬂmt chi]d in us lmsn’t tric(l to count t']w numl)cr o{ co]orct]

pieces that have been co”ectivc]y orchestrated in ln'ing‘ing forth these works of art before us?

Stained glass windows go back as far as medieval times and were almost exclusively
associated with churches and relig‘ious I)ui[([ing‘s. The over two dozen various sized stained
Qlass winclnws U'[: Sacrccl Heart were carc[?u”_v cln)scn ancl represent some ojr‘ Po]ancl’s greatest
saints. Because of costs and architectural clcsign, their sclcction, scope, and size may never
again be l.'c[matcc] in a local church, and therefore Llwy will remain Lru]y exclusive and

identifiable to our beloved church.
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THE STORY OF THE SACRED HEART STAINED GLASS WINDOW

Hidden away, passccl over, and moved between stained glass rendition of the Sacred Heart of
back rooms and under slairwc”s, a centu r_v—olal Jesus Christ, the namesake of the church.

wooden crate containing an object long’ "c)rg‘utl‘un, o ,
o( ) P i Fu rl‘lwr research rcvcalecl the sl,alncd glass
if not cmnplclcly unknown to most parlslunncrs . - 2 SR
A - : A window was ordered from Germany in 1888,
of Sacred Heart Chu rc]), remained undiscovered ) ; ’
v d | the year the parnsh was founded, and was to be
or decades.
cvcn[ua”_\« p]accc] in the dome when the new

Father Joe Mecir found the crate s]mrl'y after church was built. When it arrivcnl, it was first
assuming the duties of pastor. Upon opening the used as a frees amling lmclcdmp to the altar and

crate, he discovered it to contain a most beautiful tabernacle in the temporary church which was




second floor of the four-room wooden school
:lding on what locla_v is the corner of East 71st
d Kraleow Avenue, and again later on in the

:ement c]]urc]‘t.

¢ wooden structure that was serving as church
| school was moved in its entirety to where
prc:‘cnt—c{ay rectory offices sit to allow for
ilding of the new church which began in 1908.
e basement was soon constructed m]]y to find
: that the church had run out of money for
cther construction. But the comp]etiun of the
-ement did allow the church to move out from

- second-floor school l)uilding.

he parisllioners once again began saving

mey to complcl‘c construction of their c]1urcl1,

t the school was now running out of room

¢ the increasing num ber of students it was

ummoclating. [t was repnrted that as many as

0 students were attending, and the parislwi(,mcrs
titioned the diocese to build a new school with

' money on hand. Permission was grante(l, and

- brick and stone school that we know toclay was

It and opene(l in 1917.

«ce again the parishioners of Sacred Heart

urch l)egan saving to complclc the upper

tion m( t]w church, and construction was

'KH'\! comp]ete(l tlﬁrty—two years Iater, in 1949,
construction of the dome had been complctcd

hout the stained glass window.

‘ems the contractor misunderstood the p]ans

nclude two other rcctangu]ar windows in the

wJ
s

dome and not the stained g‘lass on hand, and
the window was never put in placc. >|‘oclay, if you
look up you can see two square edgings where
the windows would have been cut into the dome.
We can only imagine how beautiful the church
sanctuary might have looked with the rays of

a setting sun in the western sky shining down

thruug]l the colored glass at twilight time.

Not wanting such a treasure to go unappreciated
and to give it the honor and respect it deserved,
Father Joe commissioned Blashford Glass to
restore it for exposition in the church. Mr.
Blashford began his work in earnest only to
immediatcly succumb to respiratory prol)lems
including a collapsed lung’. He recovered only

to fall ill once again with the same malac]y in a
second attempt to complcte the restoration work.
“It was as if the devil himself was trying to prevent
its comp]ction,” he was said to comment. Amid
continued respiratory distress it would be a year
and a half later until work was complctccl and the
window installed, Cuinciden[a“y, just (Ja_vs before
the Feast of the Sacred Heart.

Toclay the l)cauty of the stained g]ass window
can be seen backlit and built into the wall of the
Llai]y c]mpcl behind the main altar of the church.
The church was not billed for the cost of the
restoration from Blashford Glass. And a]t]mugh
Sacred Heart may have gotten the better of the
L{eal, Mr. Blashford may have fi na”y golten the
better of the devil.
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St. Casimir was a Polish-Lithuanian prince who
became a patron saint of Poland, Lithuania,

and ynulh. Born into a lnng line of ro_vall‘_v with
family members who at one time would rule
Poland, Austria, Bohemia, Hungary, and the
Holy Roman Empire, he was offered the throne of
Hungary as part of a coup, at the age of l‘]ﬁr[ccn,
I)y other accounts age fifteen, mnl_\! to fail in his
unalcrlalcing l).\’ his conscientious objection of war

and reluctance to take the sovereignty l)y force.

- H w3 .
From an ea r]y age Lasimir was lau;lﬂ and realized

there was nnl_v one true lcing‘, and th rouglmul

his life stood by this onall‘_v to God, forsaking

|

the riches and ordinary comforts afforded him
l)y sleeping on the floor and wearing the plainest
of c]nl‘lws, while remaining clcl.ianll_v culil)alc,
lcccping n prayer, u.‘UﬂliﬂU&”)! sl’unl,\ring, and

helping the poor.

The heir apparent to the throne of Pnlaml, he got
a second chance at monarchy when his father King
Casimir IV (of Poland) went to Lithuania for five
years, leaving his son to rule. During that time
Casimir rcignccl with great Llig‘nit_v and prm[cncc,
possessing great charm and l]umilil‘y, and
becoming a favorite of the Polish people. Several

miracles were ascribed to him.




ur Lacly of Czestochowa

Known as the “Black Madonna” and “The Queen
and Protector of Poland,” it is a In»]y icon of the
Virgin Mary, one of Poland’s holiest relics and

-_----_". one of that country’s national s_vmlmls. The
I il 2 a5 % @\ 7a ¥ a8 | ‘l.

Czestochowa Shrine remains one of Poland’s
most popu]ar shrines lnda_v with Poles and others
ma]eingj a pi]grimage once a year and traditionally
recelving provisions from pcop]c lined up along‘

the road to those who have walked the entire cla_\/.
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Its origin rema ins un]enow n, all'lmugh one Icgcm‘
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has it that St. Luke painted it on a tal)letop from
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the house of the Ho]_\r Family.
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Story has it, Hussites, who were Christian

extremists in the Holy Wars of the time, stormed

an(l pi”agccl tlw monastery sanctuary wllcrc it l'irsl

lmng, ta]eing‘ the painting as part of their spoils.

\
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But once the painting was put in the robber’s

wagon, the horses refused to move. Pl-]n'owing'

the painting down to the ;:‘ruund, one of the

¢ OvAVAVAVARE e ACAGEYF

plunclcrcrs drew his sword and thrust two c]ccp
strikes into the cheek of the Blessed Mother. In

the attempt at a third sltrilee, the robber fell to the

/A  Awa

\/\ A\ /Z0\ /1L /)

gl'()lllltl, squirming in agony to his death. Another

story has it, the painting began to bleed, and ina

panic the Hussites left it behind.

VAVAVAVAF ©

Later on, the presence of the painting in a Polish

clmrch ancl L]w clcvonl veneration to lllc Blcsscnl

Mo{lwr it rcccivctl \V]]i]c t]wrc were []10119‘]1{ to Imvc

, ks
:
(P

saved the church from l)cing‘ dcslmycd l)_v fire but

not before the flesh-tone pigments were darkened.

GRYEYETLY
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--..-..... Artists an(l painters remain unsuccess‘u] 1mn any

attempt lto correct cither the scars or clarl\‘cning
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on \\'l]ﬂl must ccrlain]y lw an imag‘e pru[cclctl

l).\/ I1 caven.
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St. Stanislaus (Kostka)

Throughout his life, Stanislaus Kostka was
known and remembered for his fervent belief and
singu]ar devotion to Gnd, working to achieve a

total religious per{:cction.

His devotion to spiritual things was so complete
that at times he would become unconscious or
would be found in a cuplnn'ic state. His brother
Paul often mistreated him and would beat him

because of this piety.

One time while gravely ill, but not allowed to call
for a priest, he pra_vccl for his persona] patron St.
Barbara, who appeared to him in a vision along’
with two angels, administering Communion. He
was cured l)y the Blessed Mother who told him to
become a Jesuit although it was against his family’s
wishes. Stanislaus is often pictured with a baby in
his arms because Our Lacly put the Infant Savior

upon his bed during his cure.

His desire to be in heaven on the Feast of Her
Assumption was so strong that his prayers were
answered. He became seriously ill once again on
August 9th, at which time it was revealed to him
that his wish would be granted. And on August
l5tl1, the Llay of Her Fcasl‘, his soul ascended to
join his I lcavcn]y Mother. He died at the age of
eighteen, and his tomb became the site of many

miracu]ous cures.

St. Stanislaus is a popular saint of Poland, his
name invoked for pa]pilati(ms of the Iwart, and he

is also known as the patron tor protection against

l)l'(lth’H lnmcs.
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- i St JOI’] n Cantius
€ (St. ]ulnl of Kanty)
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liant stucl‘cnt, priest, and })1’0'[&5501‘ of Llleolngy

the University of Cracow (Krakow) in Poland.

-erious, humble man, overly generous to the

or, working with little sleep and eating no meat
d little of anyllﬁng‘ else throughout life, John
intius, at first terrified at the prospect, overcame
ubts of himself as a paris]1 priest when finally
won the hearts of his parishioners after several

IS as pastnr Ul. I‘liS L‘}]U l‘C]l.

=
Later on he returned to Cracow and tauglll

Q

Seripture for the rest of his life, taleing time off to
make a pi]g‘rimag‘c to Jerusalem and lmping’ to be
mar’l‘yrcd. He then made other pilgrimages to Rome

with not’lﬁng more than the lug‘gage on his back.

At the time of his Llual‘ll, he was so well loved
that his veneration began immediately, and he
was declared a patron of Poland long before his

canonization into sainthood.
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Sancta Hedviga

(Jatlwig‘a)
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;\"L)ndrch of Pw]ancl in the late thirteen
lmnclrc(ls, ]acl\\'ig‘a was ul'\'iciall_v deemed a

u . ." ) , . -
]clng because Poland had no Icgal provision
for declaring a queen. Following pulilical
mancuvering, sllc a:‘snmccl llw tln'one at age
ten and was married 1)_\' arrangement at age
twelve to l'wcnly—six—_voar—o]Ll Jog‘a]ia, Grand

Duke of Lithuania.

As lcing, the young ]ac‘wiga at age fourteen
led two successful military, but pua.cchl],
expecliti(ms rcclaiming‘ lost territories of Poland.

She was known to be a great p]ﬁlanlln‘upisl‘

with the wealth and riches of the nation, and
numerous miracles were recounted, justifying

her sainthood.

These miracles include u]aclwig‘a's Cross,” a
large black crucifix that hangs in the north
aisle of the Wawel Cathedral from which Christ
is said to have spoken to her. The cross is still
there toclay and her relics buried beneath.
Another is Jadwiga smug‘,s:'ling food from the
castle to give to the poor, and when con fronted
by her suspicious husband, the food (which
wuu](] have cdrnccl her a death sentence),
miraculously turned into a g‘ar'ancl of roses.
To this day, she is always pictu red wearing an

apron U{ roses.

One (lay, Jadwiga was also known to have
given a poor stonemason a piece of jewelry
from her foot. But in lca\'ing‘ the stonemason'’s
\\"m'lcp]acc, the lcing‘ noticed her |.nntprinl

in the plaslcr floor, even L]‘mug’ll the p]as[‘cr
had hardened before their visit. Known as
“Jadwiga’s Foot,” the snpposecl footprint can

still be seen in one of Krakow's churches.

\rcncralul lvy llw clmrch as Saint Hcclwig‘ an(l
known as the patron saint ot queens and a

united Europe, it would be 1997 before she was

accredited full canonization l)y the Pope.
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Sct. Andrea (/\ndrcw) Bobola

lthough born into nobility, Andrew Bobola
itered the Jesuits and served as an advisor,
cacher, and superior in various p]aces

rroughout Lithuania. He distinguished himself
m)ug’h the wonderment of his preac]ﬁng‘,
nversions to the fait]n and work (lm'ing‘ an
sidemic of the plag‘uc. [ater on while (loing work

- a country missionary in that region, he was

;plurccl l)y Cossacks, tnrtm‘ed, and killed.

"o one knew where the lmdy was buried until [orty—
ur years later when Father Martin Godebski,
ctor of the Cu”egje of the City of Pinsk, had a
sion as to where the corpse could be found. Tt was

covered and l)roug‘lﬂ back u11([&*0111}7050(!, a sign

holiness reserved for sainthood.

.. Andrew Bobola is just one of the

u'()l‘t'tl})l‘il)IL's" rccngnizccl by the Catholic

vmrc]l, ancl part of tlw Bolm]a Jr.amil_v can sti” l)c

und in Poland loda_v. [ ;

he Incorruptibles

he Incorruptibles are Catholic saints and other
atified individuals whose bodies remain without A Ty U
cay Iung' after clcat]1, and therefore are tlumg‘l]t

be under divine protection.

cognized by the church as proof of holiness, it —

n lead the way for consideration for canonization,

iich is the process in which the Catholic Church
decree of the Pope Forma”y declares a deceased
rson to be recognized as a saint. (

. a - . o )
imonitzation I«')”ows a ]wng process requiring

tensive proof that person lived and died in an
emplary way worthy of sanctification. This can e TR &
o include martyrdom for their Catholic faith

d proven miracles attributed to their name.

e




i — SR r—

\Lx\

A\ \"" Ty )
R \
e "‘“\‘\H .
Y SEe H H ‘
= ey B S
- —

“Q
aE} msd'“ Blareg m
“mlt |€va, o Eﬁt‘iai

2 \f\l;«i ;wa\'n ‘\m‘ln\ :-.
o - ‘ \:\'\xtr “"~me\
E '. % \l §‘ m.w-«@a




C}lapter Four

TueE CHURCH TODAY
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The statue of Mary sian(ling on the rig]]{ side altar.

1 |
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For the last twenty two years Juring the months of Mary - May and October as well as Easter and

Christmas the L\‘"\ilco]ajs]zi sisters, Pat (Witczak) and Gloria (Haver) decorated an altar in honor and

adoration of the Blessed Virgin. The shrine greeted church visitors and stood in the left vestibule wing

which m'ig’ina”_\' served at the Baptistry before such cermonies were moved to the church sanctuary.

—




The clai]y Mass C]mpcl




A MARTYR FOR THE FAITH

Sacred Heart Parishioner
BRO. ROMAN WICINSKI, S.M.
Member of the Society of Mary
Killed in the Nigerian Civil War
on April 16, 1968

mn
Nigeria, Africa

A son of the parizh, Brother Roman Wicinski was an African

Collection baskets which missionary who gave up his life dning‘ the work of his faith.
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The Chais QOrgan Lilies were alwa.\'s a part of the sanctuary decorations at Easter time.
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= hapter Five

THE STATUES

I

lwy stand ta”, stoic, and silent. Never to spea]:, vet each tells a story l)y its mere

presence. In corners, alcoves, or standing high on plinths, they represent saints who

listen to our prayers, are invoked, and intercede on our behalf when asked. They are
pra) 3

the statues found in Sacred Heart of Jesus Church.

Unlike many modern churches of l‘oclay void of any statuary and with an ovcrly simplistic
if not sanitized look in design and décor, these marble, porcelain, and plaster likenesses of
saints, angels, and the Holy Family will always be a memorable and recognizable part of
Sacred Heart.

Statue makers of the saints often incorpm'atecl symbolic oljjects al(mg with their statues. A m_v
refers to innocence. A cross represents piety and sacrifice. A skull refers to an ear]y death or

that without Christ there is onl_v death. A rosary is sy1n]301ic of devotion to the Blessed Mother.

49
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Founder of the Franciscans, St. Francis is
pnpularly known as the patron saint of animals,
celebrated lJy many churches with a “l)lessing' of

animals” on his feast day of October 4th.

Francis is also well known for forsaking wealth,

having been in.spirc(J by the Gospc] to devote his
life to one of poverty. C]mosing’ not to be ordained
a priest, his preaching and work netted him a
[o”owing nonetheless, and with eleven of his closest
disciples he made a journey to see the Pope where

the group was g‘ranlcd permission to act as an order,

lwcoming the Order of Franciscans.

His preaching was o powerful that it inspired

Claire of Assisi to realize her calling and helped

her to establish the Order of Poor Ladies, which

would become better known as the Poor Clares.
Meantime, ever growing number of friars were
divided into groups and sent across the European
continent to sprcacl the Word of God and

convert sinners.

St. Francis was the first to celebrate Christmas by
setting up a nativity manger. Legendary stories of
his ability to gain control over wild beasts and his
talks to sccming’]y attentive audiences of birds and
other animals led to his depiction and association

as their patron saint.

Over the years the Franciscan Order has been
a source 1n pmviJing priests and nuns to many

CI1[II‘C]ICS ('111(.]. SC]’IU()]S SllCl1 as ours.
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St. A n‘[lnmy

St. [\nll‘lony can al\va_vs be remembered as ]mving_‘

“the g‘i{:t of gal)."

Born to a wca]tlw {ami]y as Fernando Martins de
Bu”)()cs, Iw wou]cl Iatcr ta]ec tlw name Antonio
(Anthony) upon entering the Franciscan Order. He
would join the order Jr.o“owing the heroism he saw
o ffzm in five friars he befriended who were later martyred
R i

on their way to Morocco to prcacll the Gospc].

a0y
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On a return trip to Portugal, his ship was set
agroun(l on the coast of Sicily. Near death he
was sent to a ]10.<picc in Italy where he lived in a

hermitage and was put to work in the kitchen.

One ([a_v on the occasion of an ordination of
priests, a quandar_v arose between the at‘tencling
groups of Franciscan and Dominican friars as

to which of them would give the Gospel. The
Dominicans had been known as great preachers,
but it seems neither group had prcparcd a sermon.
Suspecting his true talents, the head of the
hermitage called upon St. Anthony, clissuacling‘ his
fears l)y le”ing‘ him to let the guiclancc of the | ln]y

Spirit put words into his mouth.

His rich voice, c‘]oqnence, and the theme and
substance of his sermon captivated his listeners,
and he was quickly commissioned to preach the
Gospc] tlu‘ougln‘)ul the region. His renown became
so gdreat he was appuinicd to the Papal Court,
under Pope Gregory IX, where his preaching was
again lauded and he was instructed to write books

of sermons for specia] occasions.

When St. i\nllmny died at age LI]irLy—six, it was
saicl llw cllilclrcn criecl n l‘]w streets ancl c!‘ulrclw
bells rang on their own, rung l)_v ang‘c]s from heaven

honoring his death. Today his tongue lies in state

incm‘ruptcd, glistcning as if still alive and moist.

e e
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St. z\_]oysius
(Gonzaga)

Even for such a short liirc, I1aving died at the
young age of twcnt_v—l}n'cc from the p]aguc, St.
Aloysiug’s work in theological studies to become a
Jesuit priest and his devotion to caring for the sick
ljo“mving' an outbreak of famine and pc:‘[ilencc

distinguished him for sainthood.

During his life his vow of purity was so devout

l‘lm{' wi’cl1 eyes clowncas[, Iw never lnolcccl at

any woman including his mother. Owing to his
manner of death, he was considered a patron
saint of plaguc victims and for those suf fering the

ravages of AIDS lULla_V.

Our Lady of Fatima

The best known story of modern religious time is
that of Our Lady of Fatima in which the Blessed
Virgin appeared six times to three shepherd
children in the city of Fatima, Pnrlugal, in the
year 1917. Her appearance included the message
to all mankind in which Heaven would grant
peace to all the world if Her requests for prayer,
reparation, and consecration were heard and
obeyed. This request included the praying of

the rosary on a (]ai]y basis and the devotion of

reparation of the First Five Saturdays.

The Virgin also foretold the coming of World
War 11, showed the children visions of |1e”, and
predicted the conversion of Russia. A third
secret 1s l]u)ug’]]l yet to be revcalcd, hidden in the

possession of the Pope.

PRAYS TOGETHER,
STAVS TOGETHER,

R R R R
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|ners, armorers, military

- Barbara just may be

- hardest working saint

all. She is the patron
at of arti”erymen,

luding gunsmiths,

Sineers, miners, and

. . ~ . .
vone \VI1O \NUI']\’S W]'t]'l t‘XPIOSIVCS. bllt‘ 18 Ill\’(,)l{'t’(.l

ainst thunder and lightning as well as accidents

uxp]osions from gunpow(ler. Tocla_v she is also
patron saint of astronauts and a large number

armies the world over who celebrate her feast

v on December 4th with a myriacl of paraclcs,

tivals, and celebrations. She is also venerated

Catholics who face the danger of sudden or

lent death in the worlep]ace.

n the claughtcr of a rich pasgan named
sscorus, Barbara was guarded by her father and
lined to a tower in an attempt to shield her from
outside world and its influences, but by then she
l alrcacl_v sccrctly become a Christian. Leaving
a journey, her father had commanded workers
rect a bathhouse for lmr, but du ring his al)scncc,
l'l.)ara, in an act of defiance, had three windows
in it as a symbol of the Holy Trinity, instead of

two (leman(]ecl ]’)y ]1t‘l' {:(Itlﬂ.‘l'.

on l1is return, Bar])ara coni?cssecl to lwr own

ristianity, whereupon Dioscorus drew his

ird to kill her, but her prayers were answered

in cxplusion which created an opening in the

er where she cscapcd, or was transpt,n'tcd l)y

o
UJ

St. Barbara

some accounts, to a nearl)y mountain
gorge only to be l)etrayed back to

her father l)y a slwep]wrd, who in

turn suffered God's vengeance as

he was turned to stone and his flock

into locusts.

— ]

Dioscorus dragged her before the magistrate

of the province where she was crue”y tortured

to renounce her faith. Each nigllt the darkness

of the prison would be bathed in lig]ﬂ and new
miracles would occur. Her wounds would heal l)y
Lllc next cla_v, ancl torcllcs to l)c usccl to l)urn ]wr
went out as soon as l]wy neared her. Fina”y she
was condemned to death by bcl’leacling. Her father,
Dioscorus, carried out the sentence, but was killed
by a ]ig‘lltning strike on his way home. Her tomb

would become the site of many miracles.

The city of Santa Barl)ara, Ca]i[ornia, was

named for her l)_v the cxp]m‘er Sebastian Vizcaino
in gratitude for surviving a violent storm on
December 3, 1602, the eve of her feast day. Many
naval sllips and fortresses have a statue of St.
Barbara near gunpnwder storage rooms to protect

against explosions.

With the statue of St. Barbara, sword in hand, and
a three-windowed tower at her 'Fcct, protecting

the entrance to the chu !‘C]l, there has never been
an exp]osi(m or invading army of Sacred Heart of

Jesus Church to this Llay.

R e s
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Infant of Prague

The original Infant of Prague is a famous statue
of the Child Jesus found in the city of Prague
whose story has inspircd many Catholics and
Christians alike. The original statue is made
of wax and stands on a wooden dowel always

dressed in ornate robes.

[n the 1600s an attacking hoard of Swedes
sacked the city of Prague, and the statue was
taken from its place of honor where it was then
thrown onto a trash heap behind the altar, its
hands broken off. It would remain there for
seven years until discovered by a priest who

raised money for its repair.

Many miracles were associated with the statue,
and answers to prayers addressed to Jesus as
[nfant soon followed. To this day, grateful
petitioners continue to venerate the statue and
present it with sets of ]nvely and elaborate gowns

befitting Christ as King.




Marie-Frangoise-
Thérese Martin
was born in

1873 to Zélie
and Louis
Martin, one of
nine children

of whom onl_v
five clauglltcrs
survived to
adu]t]uwnl. The
death of her
mother four years
later would leave

a clevaslaling

effect on Thérese
a cllilc[, as would the seclusion of her three older
ters from the family after becoming Carmelite
ns, especially that of her older sister Pauline, who
d become her “second” mother for the five years

1t l"()”owccl.

sickly child, it was cluring‘ one such near-death
verience, Thérese awoke to find her sisters praying
¢ her recovery to a statue of the Blessed Virgin.
« joined them in prayer only to have the statue
ile back and suddenly find herself cured. This was

- beginning ot Thérese’s realization ot God.
be g of Tl s realizat f God

. T
age fourteen, one C hristmas Eve, she
- . ~
purlcncctl a total conversion to God and
'nw(liate]y snug‘]ﬂ entrance to the convent, on]_v

be denied for prcjmlicial reasons.

it upon a pilgrimage to Rome and a papal visit, she
ke aclvantng‘c of tln'nwin; herself at the feet of the
pe, begging that he let her enter the Carmelites.
1]10ug11 she was immediately carried away by two
the ,»_juarcls, the Vicar General in attendance was so

presscc[ that he grantccl her wish.

St. Theérese of Lisieux
“The Little Flower of Jesus”

Upon entering the Carmelite convent at age fifteen,
and a joyous reunion with her sisters, she was quick
to give her whole life to God. Living a simple life
of prayer, extreme sacrifice, and nothingness, she
was rewarded with a profou nd closeness to God that
seems reflected in the prefcrencc of pcop]c toclay

to pray to her first among all the saints. Thérese’s
“little way” of trusting in Jesus to make her holy
and relying on small daily sacrifices instead of
great deeds appcals to the thousands of Catholics
and others who continue to try to find holiness in

ordinary cvcr_vday lives.

After a I«mg‘ struggle with tuberculosis, she died

at the young age of twenty-four, finally realizing,
in her worcls, “that elevator that would raise me to
Jesus” that she had longed for, for so many years.
Her notoriety would become so great that it became
necessary for her sisters and remaining members of

the Martin family to move.

St. Thérese is often confused with St. Theresa of
Avila. St. Thérese’s relics in the Basilica of Lisieux,
France, remain among the most venerated and
visited among any saint, second only to pilgrimages
to Lourdes. The popular relics have toured the
world, even appearing in conjunction with soccer’s

championship, “The World Cup” in 2010.

She is probably one of the first saints to

be plmlograpllcal.

The statue of the “Little Flower” sat in the left side
church alcove. The importance of her life’s work,
model living, and prayers answered is not lost on
any nationality, especially here at Sacred Heart,
where the statue of this French Carmelite saint
was a favorite among this Polish congregation, and
often the recipient of live roses in thanks for favors

or help in intercessions to Qur Lord.
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Chapter Six

Tue Icong OF OUR CHURCH

ICON noun 1. An image or /l'lzeness; in a Church or re/r:gr'on, a /w/y picture, o[7jeci', mosaic, elc.

ZAA/SO SPG//GJ f]eon. SC’(Z synonyms LH]LJ(—?I‘ image.

he icons of a church are like the silverware and place settings of a dinner table.

They are items or pieces that can be just for show, polished and ornate, or truly i

functional, waiting in place for use and purpose in an important part of any
lrcligious observance or service.

Some are long gone, like the old communion rails communicants knelt before. Some go

u nnotice(l, like the absolution bowl for the Eucharistic ministers used at Mass. Some are
taken for grant@cl, like the lloly water hand founts used upon every church visit. But many
will be missed and recalled to memory Only when you llappcn upon a cli”ercnt, yet somewhat
similar one, in another p]ace, at another time.

Tlley may not give the church its character or set the mood for reverence as much as statues
or stained glass windows do, but without these iconic treasures, your church would surely

become just another building




o]
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The Pascal Lamb on front of the main altar Hu]y water hand founts at

entrances to Llw cl'mrcl)

Four post procession
canopy or “Balda” held over
the priest when wa”cing

Wltl'l tl“‘.‘ monstrance

Hand bells used at consecration Absolution bowl used for fi nger The lmplisma] fount. The top

time of the Mass pu rification at Communion. lifts back to reveal a 5“5“‘9““‘(]
basin for salt, water, and oils

used in christeni ngs

R R
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5 :
Procession cross stancls next to

—~ —~ .
Lmspol/bcrmun pulplt

Sanctuary lamp ac \'nuwlcclgcs

t]w presence nf L]w Bucl_\/ ul'

Wood carved scu]plure of Madonna and child in claily clmpcl Christ in the tabernacle
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C}lapter Seven

SPIRITUALISM




n 2004, I got divorced and went to see
Father Joe. | felt like I was going to the
principa]’s office. How wrong I was! Father Joe
could not have been nicer. He reassured me
that I was still part of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
family, and 1 thank him for his compassion to

me and my situation.

[n 2007, a week before [ was getting married,
Marty, my fiancé, very quickly got sick. 1 called
EMS, and as tlw_v were working on Marty, | was
crying, | looked up and Father Joe was standing’
in my kitchen! As EMS stabilized Marty, they
put him on the stretcher and were taleing’ him to
the ambulance. Father Joe, who knew we were
getting married the next week, comforted me
and walked next to Marty and told ]1im, “I've
heard of getting cold feet, but this is too much.”
We all laug‘llcc], even Marty and the EMS staff.

We were blessed to have Father Joe at Sacred
Heart n‘[ Jesus Clmrch, ancl Marty ancl | lmpe

that one clay he gets his hot tub!

— Karen Widmar

he memory that rea”y matters the most to

me iz the day [ came to see Father Bednar,
full of Llespair; [ had Lruly lost my way and my
faith. After Iwaring my confession, he took me
in his arms and pnintcd me toward the kitchen
(the Fish Frys were in full swing). The rest is
history. Words cannot describe how thankful
[ am to all of you for a”owing me to become a
member of this very special family. | will miss
you a” th‘al‘]y.

—Qail Bernas

\f'a.‘:' .




March 23, 2001, was the day I became

a part of a family like no other. I was
volunteering at the Fish Fry and told Father
Joe how I would love to become a permanent
member of this parish family. Father went to
the rectory and brought back registration forms
to become a parisl’xioner. [ filled them out as I
was {rying fish, which I still do every Lenten
season. | became part of a parish family that
would get me through the most tragic times in

my lite.
y lif

On January 15, 2004, | lost my ]oving motl'xer,
and a week later on January 23, 2004, my
hlxsband, Cal, passecl away. The caring, love,
and prayers [ got from my paris]1 {amily got me
tllrougl1 what 1 t}\oug}lt would be the darkest

clays [ would ever have to face. I was wrong.

A little over a year later on November 13;
2008, my vil:ran’c, beautiful and ]oving
daughter She”ey was killed in a motorcycle
accident. She left behind her six-week-old son
Logan and her alreacly broken-hearted mother.
[t was alnsolutely clevastating.

If it were not for the prayers and help of Father
Joe, family, and friends, I would have never
made it t}lrougl'x this. The friends I have made
at Sacred Heart of Jesus will be a great part

of my life wherever I go, and forever. Now

the memory cycle is going to be complete as |
get reacly for our last, but best, Fish Fry ever,
the place where it all ])egan. Life will go on
with new cha]]enges, friends, and family, but
life will never be the same without my Sacred

Heart family.
— Dolores Minko
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Chapter Eight
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remember going to confession in Polish, and I really couldn’t speak fluent Polish that well.
l ()¥{‘L‘H \\’()n(lt'l' ll LI]L‘ PI'iL'Sl I'k'ﬂ”.\' lll]LlCl'SlU(‘([ \\'l]d[ l was L(’nl:t":‘ﬁi”é. I |'t'1]1t‘1]]]7L‘]' tl]L‘ (l]ll]'L‘]‘]
was downstairs, with the choir and choir loft on the left back side of the basement. The singing

was done in Polish as was the sermon.

[ remember Easter when the grotto was placu[ on the front steps of the church. The flowers

—'111'1'unmling l]u‘ grave ul‘ Jesus was angl 1s a 1)cauti‘.u] memory.

[ remember the church bell tower that was between the church and sclum], and w]'lcn t]u‘ lw” was

rung we could hear it all the way home in Cuyahoga Heights.

My final memories—my mother’s burial Mass and my husband Joe's Mass. What I had hoped
was to have my final Mass to be said at Sacred Heart.

— Felicia Piasecki

teve, the janitor, had a projection room down in the church hall where old movies could
ye seen, especially at Christmas time. Once, he had a movie about the Hershey Chocolate
| pecially at Christ Ince, he had bout the Hershey Chocolat

P |
LCompany—yum, yum, »:\mtl!

At the Sacred Heart Church picnic, my | ncle Harry and Aunt Supllic would let us pL‘c] the

corn to be cooked in the kitchen.

The church (Huly Name Society) would have bus trips going to the Brown's football and
Baron's, or Cl'll,—‘ndcr’s lu»clccy team games. ‘”u-n a "I,m' l]m trip llw_\! \VUUIL[ do to Casc'v's to eat,
where the pcop]v would have a good time together.

— Paul Witkiewicz

]wn [ allcnc]ul :‘cluml, we :‘pn]\'c l]\c |’n|i.~'l] ng’tmg‘u a ]nl, dl[vmling u»nllc:rinn every
First l:riday and receiving Hnl_\f Communion I)_\’ L‘nccling’ at the railing with our hands

lwl(l unclcr a w|1ilc clnt|1.

‘I‘]H_‘ S'I.\".O!'S UI Kunagunda were very QU()LI [L,‘{l\.‘llk‘l'b.

— QGertrude Pruchnicki




usic was a big part of my
life here at Sacred Heart.
sang in the choir since grade
chool—in the old basement
11111‘011, the two-story wooden
mll, and then the new 1951
ipper church for over forty
sears. The sisters (Franciscans)
save us piano and organ
essons, and later [ helped play
the organ at various masses,
May devotion, processions,
;aenerlictions, 40 Hours; in
Latin and English, for over

thirty years.

[he Franciscans were here for
wer sixty years and lived in

the old wooden house convent
it Bast 71st and Rathbun
(where the playgrmmc[ is now).
Many times the sisters would be
outside to ask the neighborhood
-hildren to run errands or take
mail for them. Later the sisters
moved to a newer brick convent
on school grouncls (it is the
rectory now). The old school

was in the two-story wooden

house (where the rectory is now).

Ihe classes were clownstairs;
cach gracle had two c]asses,
and the upstairs was used for
-,lances, l)azaars, ete. It had a
stage where plays and musicals
were per[orme(l and children
danced. My gracle danced

the Kraleowiale, and we wore

Polish costumes.

[he sisters taugllt the older
hildren to read, write, and sing
n Polish and Eng‘]ish, and my
age group learned some Polish

Catecl'lism and even lcarncd to

confess in Polish.

While the new church was being
built on top of the basement
church the classes were in

the new school and some still

in the olcl; then the hall was

demolished and the brick

convent was built.

There was a separate bell tower
outside the side door of the
basement church where men
pul]ecl the ropes to ring the

bells. This was a special treat for

’tlw clxilclren w}m came to watch
the bells rung.

l rememl)cr many joy{u] ancl

lJeautiful customs ancl events llere.

Easter 6:00 a.m. Resurrection
Mass, with school children in
procession carrying flowers,
and all the organizations in the

procession.

Corpus Christi Outdoor
procession on East 71st Street
and neig]l]Joring streets (four
altars); different songs at each
altar and the church bells ringing.

Christmas Midnight Masses and
singing before Mass; the next day

singing again at Polish Mass.

40 Hours (Tl’lree clays) Friclay,

Saturday, and Sun(lay with
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opening processions Friday and
] . . Y 1 . ]
closing services on Dunday; with

Latin vespers and lots of priests.

Evening Devotion Tuesdays and
Friclays to sorrowful Mother
ancl tllc Sacrccl Heart. (Tlmrc
were no evening Masses). May

. ~
devotions were on Su ndays.

Lent Fasting forty days; one
main meal and eating blessed

food Easter morni ng.

Advent Fasting and no meat on
Christmas Eve (Wigilia).

Missions With visiting priests
(Polish and English) Gorzkie
Zale on Fridays. The old
Latin Masses (we knew a lot
of different ones) and "lligh"
Mass on 10:00 Sunday (with
benedictions), singing Polish,
Latin, and English special

seasonal songs.

One bad memory was the lmge
Dougherty Lumber Yard fire
(on East 68t11) that clcstroyccl
several homes, caused injuries,
and endangered our new church
})ui]cling‘. We were all scared and
we were evacuated. The area
was surrounded l)y firemen and
po[ice. The pastor held prayer
services in church. It took a
while to contain the fire. (United

Parcel Service is there now).

My parents went tln'ougla a lot
(depression, two major wars,
(leat]'ls), and Sacred Heart of
Jesus meant a lot to them and
to us. It was a huge part of our
faith and survival.

—Cc’ll'()] GEIZCL’:I




P /] emories are funny things. Trying to pin down just a cnuple that mig‘lll bring back a
warm Jrcc]ing to others, too, is hard. Here are a coup]u of minutes from Iung ago that

warm my heart.

The l)e”ry stood in the middle of what is now a parlqing lot. It was the p]ace to meet before the

start of school or services, and when [ was very young it seemed to be a mysterious p]ace.

The bells were rung manua”y })y the custodian, Mr. Nejman, whose schedule included any and

all duties that might lmppcn on the g‘rounds, but the bells were never late.

The wooden structure that occupicd the land where the rectory now stands was a]reacly very
old and had a pcculiar odor, but was used for shows put on l)y the students and directed l,)y
the sisters. This amateur attempt at entertainment was alwa_vs a clm”cnge for the students.
We had to learn clancus, speal: lines (most in Pn]isl)), sing, or recite. The bui]cling‘ also was
used to store the papers collected du ring the World War 11 years, which prol)al)]_v caused the
weird smell. During the finishing of the new church, Mass was held in this same building,
and (Juring‘ the summer months it was very lml, but the men wore suits and the ladies wore

]lﬂts. Gune are tlw LIEI_VS.

Many other fond memories fill my llcacl, and I will hold them close a]ways.

Patricia Witczak

hen my parents were married at Sacred Heart Clmrch, there was (mly the basement. The

people of the church were getting the money tog‘ctllcr to start to build the upper part of
the church. I was born in 1933, and we still had just the basement. I was lnaptizccl and had my
First Holy Communion there. All the l)nys and girls old ennugh for First Holy Communion

would go together, the girls dressed in white dresses and boys in suits.

The upper part of the church was beautiful. On Holy Days we would walk up and down the

street in celebration.

At Easter time, the statue of Jesus was l)mug‘l)l out to the front steps and laid down. My mom
would walk with me to the statue, we would kneel l)_y the street and pray, then we would walk
a little and Mom would kiss the feet of the statue and pray again. Then we would go into the

Cllll rc]1 l:or Mass.

When I was married we moved to Geauga County where | ’cauglﬂ’ school and had four children.
I went to a church in Chesterland, but it wasn't as nice as Sacred Heart. My hushand passccl
away fifteen years ago, and I moved back to Cnyalmga Hcights. [ love singing in the Sacred

Heart choir and listening to Father Joe say Mass. My heart will break when the church closes, it

is so much a part of my life.

—Pl]_v”is Baumgar(lncr

L 4
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O ur first Midniglﬂ Christmas Mass at
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church was right

at the corner of our street, Kazimier Avenue.
There were approximately forty-six children

on our street. Everyone was wa”cing‘ up to the
Mass l'ngjct]wr. The church was decorated <o
beautifully. Tt was so crowded that ro](ling chairs
were set up in the middle aisle. I was used to
hearing songs sung in Eng}]isll and Latin, but
here the songs were sung in Polish. Near the end
of the Mass, “Oplatl\’i" was passed out l)y the

ushers and was shared with those parislﬁ(mers

around you. During the singing [ saw many of
the nuns and the older people wiping their eyes.
[ was very touched ])y the fact that many ot these

pcop]c had left their country and came to the

United States to build new lives. I thought of my
own father and my grandparents who came from
[reland for freedom for their children.

— Eleanor Gallagher Drost , Midnight Mass,

December 25, 1967

M_V first remembrance as a kid was the white
wooden bell tower that stood next to the
old church. Every day our janitor, Mr. John
Nejman, rang the church bells three times a day
manua”y. He was the grmu”atlwr of Barl}, Artie,
Sharon, and Gerard Nejman. He was a man of
average l)ui]d, and we were told sometimes the

ropes pu” him up off the g‘mund.

Still attending Sacred Heart School, my memory
was when our old church celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary. Evm‘ytlling was in gnlcl, even my

small golden satin dress [ wore in procession.

Then came the day as an adult when I saw our
church resurrected to what it is today. | will

always carry those memories in my heart.

T,

. . ~N .
Patricia bmosarslu




: :acrccl Heart represents an era that will leave me forever nosl’alg‘ic. [ grew up rig‘lll on East

71st across from the church and school. The sound of the church bells came so natural, just
like any of the other l)ac]egmuml sounds of the community. | enjoyed and looked forward to
wa”cingf to church with my mom, sitting with her, and lunlcing‘ around at the beautiful statues
and stained glass windows. One l|1ing‘ we still ]aug‘h about is when [ was little I remember
asl:ing‘ her what the little square box with the curtain to the left of the altar was. Instead of
lc”ing a four year old that it was a talwrnac]u, she :1(1iLl, “That's where l‘lwy |:Ocp the lmc[y of

Christ.” For years after, I llluu;:‘lﬂ Jesus’ actual bones were in the Sacred Heart tabernacle.

[n first g‘raclc [ was so excited about lwing allowed to read at the Frinla_v morning student Masses
led l.)y Father Ray. First _g‘ranlc was also the year | was chosen to be the one to crown Mary with a

crown ()[ ﬂU\V(_‘l'S ll]é\l my mom nm(lc. G.vm CIJ:‘:‘CS were l]L‘ILl in l’I]L‘ CI'ILI l'Cl1 ]m”.

Growing up in Slavic Village (and later in Garfield Heights) meant living in a strong Polish
community. Subtle cultural reminders like Stations of the Cross in Polish in the church, or
the Polish eagle painted on the side of buildings, all instilled a sense of pride in me, especially
when many of the pcoplc around me had good long Polish last names just like me. It took me
well into college to realize not everyone had at least some Polish in them! I would ponder my
old college roommates’ last names like Davis, Dunne, and Jackson and thought for sure their

mother’s maiden name must have been Polish.

Sacred Heart has not nn]y built a solid Christian foundation for me, but it also has contributed
to a childhood for which I will be forever gratel ul for—the kind of childhood I hope to give my
own children one Lla_v.

— Lana Witkowksi




Sacrucl Heart has been the center of my life since birth. I have
many good memories of my school days. I especially liked
ln-lping‘ the sisters and often sla_vccl to dup]icatc the next clay's work
on the g‘e'alin copier, which always fascinated me as | pressed the
image into the gc[atin and watched a purplu image appear on the
paper. Or just sweeping the classroom floor and the going around
with the paraffin wax on the grater and watching it fall to the floor

like snowflakes.

Doing the pa1‘isl1 cnvclopcs on the convent pOl‘Cl] at the sister's home
was such an |1onor, or ]w]ping‘ decorate the altars for the ]u)liLlays,
and on weekends for wcclclin;s and other spccia] occasions. The end

of the year program was another tlﬂng [ looked forward to.

;‘\Ircacly in I1ig]1 school, I was a choir member and can remember
singing for novenas, vespers, and 40 hours. [ was also a member

of what was called “The Young Ladies Sodalily.” We had rc]iginus
commitments as well as an annual picnic. The ]1igl1|ig§]1t of the
sodality was that when a young lady married, she received a rosary as

a \\"L'thling’ gift, and that was smne[lﬁng‘ to cherish for a lifetime.

I continued my ministry by helping the nuns and/or sacristans l)y
staying late hours before Christmas and ma Ring sure every tree had
icicles placctl on it just rig‘lwl under the tutelage of Fr. Deka. We were
there until every tree was lit and every flower was proper]y anglcal,
viewing it from the front of the church, the back, and the choir.
Slmring the Christmas wafer after f\‘liclniglxt Mass was a beautiful

tradition. This was carried into our prcscnt—clay home.

Alter marriage, my lmppicst times were when we brouglll our sons,
Keith, Timothy, and Brian to church to see the crib at Christmas
and to kiss the crucified Christ on Good Friday. | remember them
|.o”m\'in§_“ in my I‘oulslcps and lmlping the sisters at school, lwing
servers, and walcing them up for the Easter sunrise Mass as well as

the Miclnig]]l Mass and Corpus Christi procession later in their lives.

| rumcml)cr lmlong‘ing‘ to tlw M<>l|u-1"s CIul) aml sponsoring pizza
gImng I g1
parties, Christmas parties, and socia]s, gradua[ion dinners at the end

of the school year, and the picnics at Garfield Park and Geauga Lake.

The memories are never cnding‘—llw societies | was a member of,
the activities and social events I attended. They are some things that
will a]\\'a_\'s remain, and for that [ am g‘ratcf|'u].

— Barbara Neiszezur
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Bcing‘ a member of the paris]x for over thirty years, my love for this parish will always keep
these thoughts in my heart and on my mind for all time. There is something about this

quaint little chu rch that surrounds you with love and timeless devotion to Our Lord.

Bclonging‘ to the Mother’s Club I've seen the work of the many moms who purc]mscd pencil
sharpencrs, clocks, and encyc.lnlwdias, for every classroom as well as dym clothes for all

the students and monthly luncheons. We were a small group, but we sure were mighty! Qur
incentive was the end of the school year bonus of going to Geauga Lake for our children as well
as the club members. Ladics, let’s not ‘[01';_.:'0L the time we went to see “Wayne Newton” in Akron

and actua”y saw that Indian make it rain.

Qur paris]1 was a]ways having some function that l)mug'ht pcoplc to socialize. We had festivals,
reverse ral ﬂcs, rumimage sales, bake salcs, nut and cancly sales, nigl]t at the races, etc. You name
it, we tried it, all for the love of the paris]]. And let’s not 1(01';‘ct the many Mother’s Day and

Father’s Day breakfasts!

Qur biggest adventure was the Fish Fry Company, which did start with the members of the
Mother’s Club. It was brought back in 1982 and has ended after twenty-eight years being

known as the “Almost World Famous Fish Fry of Sacred Heart.”

It truly was a big part of our lives, e.:'[wcia”y to those who volunteered their time and talent
to serve the commu nity for the six weeks of Lent. We always felt a letdown when it was over,

didn't we?

Sacred Heart of Jesus will forever be in our llCEll,'l'S, along with all the clcrg‘y who proviclccl the
spiritua] guidance, and to the faithful congregation for being the loving and caring people that
made Sacred Heart of Jesus that warm and clmrming’ placc to wors]ﬂp.
— Donna J. Palacz
A lifetime of memories of Sacred Heart of Jesus Church

(some g(md, some not so goocl)




he Bernas fami]y has been a part of Sacred Heart since its
conception in 1889. My parents Alexander and Catharina

Bernas (nee Lusowski) were married on the 21st of January 1913.

[ was born on February 7, 1918, according to church records.

Civil records show that I was born on the 6th of February when

it was a]ways celebrated. I am just one of ciglll children. My

l)rotlwrs, sisters, an(J | recei\'ecl a” l‘]w sacraments at SI U.

On the 21st (.la_v of November 1963, my wi{jc, Emily Lcsniewslci,

and I were married. We had five c]1i|clrcn, all of whom received

the sacraments and attended school at SHJ. Qur sons Brian and

Michael served as altar l)oys a]nng with me. [ served until the age

of eighty—ﬁvo.

Qur entire fami]y revolved around SI [] Church. We enioyecl the
outings, rm(ﬂcs, l)inga, ['larvcstfcst, Fish Frys, Miclnig‘ht Mass,

and Easter Vigil together as a family.

[ also served on many committees tln‘ouglu)ut the years and
l)clonged to many clubs, Golden Agers, and Ho]y Name Society,
and sat on Parish Council. In addition I attended the mont}l]y
OCA meetings. Over the years many good friends were made

ancl losl.

The not so goncl times | can remember were as a child going to

school at SHJ. I can remember the sisters being very stern and
not so kind. The whack of a yardstick across my hands is still a
painful memory.

— Stanley Bernas, a.k.a. Mayor of Goosetown




FISH FRY COMPANY 195>

"Almost" World Famous Fish Fries

Fish Fries and mor'ei-
DOWNSTAIRS

ASH WEDNESDAY & FRIDAYS IN
[ ENT EXCEPT FOR GOOD FRIDA
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Parishioners, their families and friends enjoy one of the church’s picnics at Klima's Grove in Cuyahoga Hits.

Church Picnic

Once a year, usua”y Lluring the last weeks of
summer, families and friends would gallwr more
often than not at C]mpc]e’s Grove just over the
l)riclge in Cuyahoga Heights for a day of food, fun,
and games, and especially polkas at Sacred Heart

~ ) . .
8 l]Ul'CI1 s an HLIG.] picnic.

You sat at picnic tal)]cs, on wooden church chairs
stenciled with the Sacred Heart name or on
webbed lawn chairs among the trees, listening to
the intermittent clang of horseshoes llilling the
pin sounding across the grass where you mig‘]lt
Jr‘incl c|1i](lrcn's games, an egg toss, or picL‘ up game

of some other sport in p]a_v.

You could walk up to c]aplmarcj huts and feast off
a menu that miglﬂ include hot Llo;s, ]mml)urgcrs,
kielbasa sanclwic]ws, stuffed cal)lmg‘e m”s, or
buttered corn on the cob. Refreshments mig‘]“lt
include Little Tom colas in bottles of different
colnrs, lime green inclmlcd, a]ong‘ with little

l)ags of salted cl'lips or prcl'/.c]s. From another
]mt, adult l)cvcrages were mixed with Cotton
Club ginger ale or soda p(mrctl out of g‘]ass quart

l)olli]us, which were carried in and stacked in

wooden pop cases standing behind the bar. The
ladies s,oclality group was sure to have homemade
baked goods for sale if you still had room

I.‘or Jesserl‘

Announcements of raffle winners boomed l(xuc“y
from the microphone, competing with children’s
squca]s of (h‘]ig’]ﬂ’ and ]aug]rtcr as t]wy chased
across the field to the swings or raced each other
around the ]Juilclings, on]y to be drowned out as a
too loud po”sa band started to play again in a too

sma” hllt ‘\'it]1 a too 5]118” dancc ﬂ()()l‘.

In later years the trees would be gone, the grove
renamed to Klima's Gardens and the concession
and band huts rup]acucl with one new largjcr brick
paviliun with a ]‘\‘ilclwn, metal picnic taHes, and
still too small space for clancing. But cvcrytlxing‘
else would remain the same: the polka band still
played too loud, the kids still raced each other
across t]lc grass, ’t]m |"m)d was p]unti{.u], ancl t]m
pcnp]c of Sacred Heart would enjoy yet another

day at their church picnic.




Fish F

The Fish Fries started out innocently cm>ug11.
What tlle turned out to be was l)cyon(l

’ .
anyones expectations, but L}ley wentl a ]ong

ries

way to be identified with and define the spirit
of the lmr(l-worcing pcoplc that was the

= .
bacrcd H(.’Ell't C(’)llll]lllllll'y.

Started })y the Mother’s Club under the Iea(lership
of Joan Kalisewski in the late 70, it was a small
{undlalsm; cHort serving s families and friend of
the par ish, u)mp]cle at In st with club mothers

even waitressing the tables.

Donna Palacz would take over in 1982 and with
a dedicated crew of volunteers led l)y the hard
work of the seemingly indefatigable Tillie Tekien
and Dolores Nlinleo, llelp improve and refine
operations with business growing so exponcntia”y,
the Fry served as many as 1,200 dinners on the
best of Fri(lay& The close confines and long hours
of the serving day had the volunteers on each
other’s nerves l)_v the end of the seven weeks, and
tempers became s]mrt, yet cach of the volunteers
would return the [ollowing vear expecting to
resume their p]ace once again at “theirs and

The pcop]c of Sacred Heart

nol)ody else’s station.”

were a close-knit bunch indeed.

By the year 2010, careful tallying documented
that well over a quarter of a million orders had
been served, attracting returning customers week
after Lenten week, even some occasionally from
across the country, confirming its status as the

“Almost” World Famous Fish Fries.

Fes’civals, Reverse Rafﬂcs, & more

Ycar]y festivals were commonplace at Sacred
Heart Church. From those in the earliest years
that included penny raffles and prizes of live
ducks, chickens, or mavbc coal, to modern- clav
three- (Jav weekend affairs featuri img s thousand-
dollar raffles, a dinner, pu]La music, and booths
with spinning bazaar wheels and other games of

chance, festivals were the ]1iglllig]ﬂ' of any year.
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As with the fish [rics, Sacred Heart's Poor Man’s
Reverse Raffle found enormous success, evolving
from a sleepy little split pot raffle with a sandwich
to a nonstop 11ig|1t of l)igj money raffles, games,
giveaways, and contests a]ong with a cnmplctc
dinner. Its popularity became so great, tickets were

{:ougjl‘lt for and lmrclly ever advertised.

Other weekends might find card parties, pot lucks,
bake sales, ])ua]\{:ast:, dinners, or in earlier years,
dances sponsorcd })y any one of the number of

church societies or sodalities.

/\]ong with these social al]wnny_s and
fundraisers, other lLll‘lULh and non- lLll Sious
groups shared the llO:plta]lty and \'llnaluy
exhibited by Sacred Heart and its people.
Fraternal, group, and other member organizations
were all an important part in the make up of the

church community.

The calendar was a]ways full for the people of
Sacred Heart Church.

The jumping whale rug welcomes ]mngr_v
“Almost”
World Famous Fish Fries. /\]nng‘ with the

jumping whale, the pan fich icon could be

guests arriving ftor dinner at the

found on L‘\"L‘J‘_\v'lllillg from stationery, parking

permits, magnets and a line of c]nl‘lﬁng.
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; badz wola Tv woja Jaﬁo w niebie tak i na ziemi; * ‘
’ chleba naszego yowszeafmego c{cy nam c{zmcy ”
0 i ocgousc nam nasze winy, ]aﬁo i my “,
o odjauszczamy naszym winowajcom; ’
; i nie wodz nas na pokuszenie; J
b ale nas zbaw od ztego. Amen. J
i ’
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A. We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.
‘R. Because By Your Q—[ofy Cross, You have redeemed the world.



Chap’cer Ten

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Zdrowas ‘Maryjo

Zdrowas Maryjo, (aski Jae{na

Pan z Toba,

Efogos{awionas’ CIJy miecfzy niewiastami
begosfawiony owoc zywota T wojego, Jezus.
Swie;ta ‘]\/lar_lﬂ'o, Matko Boza,

modl sie za nami grzesznymi

teraz i w 5oc[zm¢ smierci naszej. ‘Amen.
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1. Jesus is Condemned to Death

3. Jesus Falls the First Time 4. Jesus Meets his Mother
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5. Symon of Cyrene Hc]ps Jesus to Carry 6. Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus
His Cross

7. Jesus Falls the Second Time 8. Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem

_



. Jesus Falls a Third Time
0. esse Ballsa Thied

11. Jesus is Nailed to the Cross 12. Jesus Dies on the Cross
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13. Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross 14. Jesus is Laid in The Tomb

Prayer to Jesus Christ Crucified

My g‘oocl and dear Jesus, kneel before you,
as]cing you most carncstly to engrave upon my heart
a deep and lively faith, lmpe, and clmrity
with a true repentance for my sins,
and a firm resolve to make amends.

As I reflect upon your [ive woumls,
and dwell upon them with clcep compassion and grief,
| reca”, gond Jesus, the words the Prop]wt David spolze
long ago concerning you rself:

“ley have picrcccl My hands and My feet;

tlley have numbered all My bones.”

_
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Serdecna Matko

Serdeczna matko, qpieﬁunﬁo [udzi,
Niech Cie ptfacz sievot do [itosci wzbudzi!
Wygaﬁcy Ewy, do Ciebie wofamy:
Z[ituj sig, zl’itq,;', niech sig nie tufamy.

Do Eogo’z’ mamy wzdycﬁac’, nedzne dziatki?
T y[ﬁo do Ciebie, qucﬁang;’ Matki,
Uu Eto’rej serce otwarte kazdemu,

A osobliwie nedzq strapionemu.

Beloved Mother, guarcfian of our nation,
O hearken to our su}o})ﬁcar-ion.'

Your foya[ children ﬁneeﬁng to beseech you:
Grant us the graces to be (oya( to you.

Where shall we seek our solace in distress?
Where shall we turn, whom gu,i[t and sin oppress?

Thine open heart, our nfuge e'er shall be.

When trials assail us on fg[ez s stormy seaq.
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The 511nliglll ot an Easter morning casts what many

recognize to be an image ot the Blessed Virgin in prayer over

the tabernacle. (Picture courtes sy of ]aclc and Carole 7 anat]1
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