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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Dear Father Slotas 

3339 MASSACHU S ETTS AVENUE 

WASHINGTON , D.C . 20008 

January 3, 1977 

On the joyous occasion of the Diamond 
Jubilee of the Parish of St. Adalbert, Providence, 
Rhode Island, it gives me great pleasure to inform 
you that our most Holy Father, Pope Paul VI, 
graciously bestows his Apostolic Benediction upon 
you, the clergy and religious associated with you, 
upon the lay teachers and parishioners and all who 
join in observing this happy event, April 24, 1977. 

Much has been accomplished for the honor 
and glory of God during these past seventy-five 
years; for this reason there is joy and deep grati
tude in the hearts of all who have been associated 
with St. Adalbert Parish. 

In the years to come may the priests and 
the people of the parish continue to grow as a 
faith community, centered in Our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. To this 
Blessing of the Holy Father, I wish to add my per
sonal greetings and prayerful good wishes. 

With sentiments of esteem and renewed 
felicitations, I remain 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Apostolic Delegate 

Reverend Frederick V. Slota 
Pastors St. Adalbert Parish 
Providence, Rhode Island 
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OFFICE OF 

THE BISHOP 

DIOCESE OF PROVIDENCE 
CATHEDRAL SQUA RE 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

02903 

April 1977 

To the People of God of St. Adalbert 
Parish, Providence, Rhode Is land 

My dea r brothers and s is ters in the Lord: 

The 75 yea rs of existence of St. Adalbert Parish means 75 years of 
s pecial graces from Alm ighty God. It is imposs ible to imagine the bl essings that 
have been enjoyed by so many people as a result of the community which has been 
identified during this time a s your pa r ish family . 

I am truly proud to be a ble to join you in thanking God fo r His goodness 
to the parish . Indeed, we would be remiss if we did not observe this anniver sa ry 
through many a cts of recognition and gratitude to Him Who is the source of a ll 
goodness . 

It woul d be proper to rec ognize in a particula r way all who ha ve con
tributed t o the l ife of the pa rish over these yea rs . The l eadership of the c lergy, 
and the service rendered, the devot ion and deep influence of the religious sisters , 
and the cooperation and spir it of fa ith of so ma ny lay people have made the paris h 
what it ha s been and is today . To a ll of these fa ithful peopl e, both living a nd dead, 
I extend deepest sentiments of esteem and regard, a nd a ssurance of my gr ateful 
prayer s . 

In remembering the blessings of the past , we ask God t o continue to 
favor us with His gra ces now and in the future. May we l ea rn by the exampl e of 
fa ith that was given to us by those who have gone before us , a nd live that fa ith, 
and extend it to those who will come a fte r us. 

With sincerest congra tulations a nd prayerful good wishes to all, I 
remain 

Devot edly in Chris t, 

t (J ;J /J , 
d(l< t._:. ? . /;; __~J:c-zv{ tu.~ 

Bis hop of P r ovidenc e 
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My dear Friends, 

DIOCESE OF PROVIDENCE 
CATHEDRAL SQUARE 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 

02903 

January 3, 1977 

OFFICE OF THE 

AUXILIARY BISHOP 

I extend to the priests, the religious sisters and the 
parishioners of Saint Adalbert's Parish my most sincere con
gratulations on the occasion of the seventy-fifth anni versary 
of the founding of the first Polish - American parish officially 
established in the Diocese of Providence. 

In response to the leadership of the Reverend Adalbert 
Duczmal, the first Pastor, the Polish-Americans who settled in 
the area formed a dedicated community of the People of God. 
The people of Saint Adalbert's Church, from that time to the 
present, have shown a staunch faith and a willingness to make 
sacrifices for the spread of the Kingdom of God within the 
Diocese of Providence. 

I pay special tribute to the priests, both the pastors 
and their associates, who have been Christlike men committed 
to the care and service of their oeople. These priests, from 
Father Duczmal to the present Pastor, Father Slota, have 
contributed immeasurably to the growth and well being of this 
outstanding parish. 

I a lso congratulate the religious sisters who have served 
this parish with distinction. There are so many people who have 
come closer to Christ because of the unselfishness of these holy 
women who have given so much of themselves during these past 
years. 

Finally, congratulations are especially due to you, the 
parishioners, forall you have accomp l ished over these many years. 
You are the People of God who form the community of Saint 
Adalbert's Parish. You have lived your faith to the fullest 
and have been examples to all who belong to the Diocese of 
Providence . 

I promise to pray for you in the years ahead that God 
might continue to bless you with eternal benedictions. I pray, 
too, that you might continue to grow into a Holy People of God. 

May Saint Adalbert continue to guide and direct . you and 
through his intercession, may the blessings of Almighty God, 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and 
remain with you forever. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

~-~a.~ 
Auxi~iary Bishop of~rovidence 
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St. A Jalbert's Wectorg 
866 A TWELLS AVENUE PROVIDENCE, R. I. 02909 

Telephone: 351-9306 

February 7, 1977 

My d ear Parishioners a nd Friends, 

Time has turned some pages! God is just in judgment, 
wonderful in power and majesty. Everything we see proclaims 
His goodness. He is kind and compas s ionate and never fails 
those who put their trust in Him. As we e mbark on this Dia
mond Jubilee Year of our parish, shall we not continue to en
treat Almighty God to help us to come to the aid of the afflic 
ted, to raise up the fallen, to show His face to the ne edy, to 
heal the sick, to conver t the wayward and to feed the hungry? 

So much has b een accomplished for the honor and glory 
of God during these past seventy-five years! So mu ch charity 
and love extended to the members of our parish family and com
munity! Yes, fond recollections of joy and deep gratit ud e fill 
the hearts of all who have been associated with St. Adalbert's 
parish in any way. May the Lord purify us by His truth and 
g uide our footsteps that by walking in holiness and justice 
and simplicity of heart we may continue to do what is good and 
pleasing in His sight. 

I express my personal thanks to a ll those who through 
their fervent a nd humble prayers, kind and unparalleled gene
rosity, admirable dedi cation, time and uns elfish effort made 
this celebration the historic and happy success that it is in 
the annals of our parish. 

May the Lord let the light of His fac~ shine upon us 
so that we may enjoy His blessings in peace and concord; even 
as He gave it to our ancestors when they devoutly ca lled upon 
Him in Faith and Truth as they ventured into a world of a new 
culture and different life style. 

As we jubilantly ce l e brate these me morable and bl essed 
years of joy and toil, hardships and prosperity, how appropriate
ly may we exclaim in the words of Isaiah the prophet: "let us 
ging praise to the Lord for His g lorious achieve ment, let this 
be known throughout all the earth ." 



History of St. Adalberts Church 

T he record of the first Poles in Rhode 
Island extends back to the 

Revolutionary War years of our country. 
Polish officers, serving in the French army, 
took part in the first recorded Roman 
Catholic Masses in Rhode Island which were 
held in Newport. A number of Polish exiles 
made their way to Rhode Island during the 
following century but it was not until the 
latter part of the 19th century that the Polish 
people began to immigrate to Rhode Island 
in sizable numbers. 

By the 1890' s a growing colony of Poles 
had been establ ished in the Olneyville section 
of Providence and a second settlement was 
located at the lower end of Chalkstone 
Avenue near Charles Street. The Poles settled 
here near the factories in which they found 
employment namely, the textile concerns of 
Fletcher Manufacturing, Atlantic Mills, and 
the Silver Spring Bleachery as well as in the 
machine tool opera tions of Brown & Sharpe 
and the R.I. Locomotive Works. Initially the 
first Polish immigrants to Providence were 
from the Prussian and Austrian partitions of 
Poland. Gradually immigrants from the Rus
sian dominated area of Poland began to con
stitute the majority of the Polish population 
in Providence. 

The non- English speaking Catholics in the 
doicese of Providence were blessed with a 
Bishop who understood the problems faced 
by immigran ts in a new land. The Most 
Reverend Matthew J. Harkins realized the 
necessity for various ethnic groups to have 
priests who could guide and spiritually 
minister to the immigrants in their own 
language. He also realized that it would be 
important for them to establish their own 
places of worship where they would feel com
fortable and also be able to perpetuate their 
distinctive customs and traditions . 

So it was with the Polish people. In 1900, 
Bishop Harkins allowed the basement of the 
Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul to be used 
by the Poles for services conducted by a 
Polish priest. In 1901, the Bishop cond ucted a 
census of the Providence Poles and found that 
there were 140 families living in the 
Olneyville sect ion and 50 families in the Ran
dall Square area. With Polish immigration 
constant ly growing, because of socio
economic pressures in the partitioned coun-
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try, the Bishop realized that soon a more cen
trally located place of worship would be 
needed by the Polish people. 

On November 5, 1901, the Bishop 
purchased three lots on Ridge Street, in the 
Federal Hill area, from the heirs of Arthur M. 
Smith. He planned to set this land aside for a 
Polish parish. In 1902, the Bishop appointed 
Reverend Adalbert Duczmal, a twenty-five 
year old priest from the Prussian sector of 
Poland, to be the pastor of the Polish parish. 

A wooden structure, formerly the church of 
the Holy Ghost , was acquired. It was 
removed from its location and set up on a new 
foundation on the Ridge Street property. 
Work was completed, and the church was 
ready for occupancy by January 23, 1902. The 

Rev. Adalbert Duczmal 

parish was incorporated on February 7, 1902 
under the patronage of St. Adalbert, Bishop 
and Martyr. John Chmielewski and Louis 
Balczun were to serve as the first trustees of 
th e new parish corporation. Thus, St. 
Adalbert's, the first parish in the Providence 
Diocese for Polish-speaking Catholics and the 
mother church of the six Polish Roman 
Catholic C hurches, became a reality. 

Our first pastor, Father Duczmal, was born 
in Poland in 1877. He received both his 



primary and unive rsit y education there. 
Later, on application to stud y for Holy 
Orde rs, he was sent to Louvain , Belgium. 
After comple ting his course of study at the 
Seminary the re he was ordained on July 15, 
1800. Returning to his native land, ne took up 
hi s priestl y duties but within a few months , 
a long with many other yo ung Polish priests, 
he responded to the call of the Catholic 
Bishops in A me ri ca to care for the spiritual 
needs of the co nstantl y increas ing number of 
Polish immigrants who were coming to the 
U nitcd States. 

With fervent enthusiasm Father Duczmal 
proceeded to administe r to the needs of the 
fl edgling parish . In 1903 he obtained permis
sion to co nstru ct a rectory on the Ridge Stree t 
Property. As the number of souls in the parish 
co ntinuousl y g rew beca use of increased im
migration , the need for a large r church to 
rep lace the small wooden structure became 
apparent. A school also become a necessity 
due to the ever-growing number of children 
in the parish. Therefore, a fund drive for a 
new combination church and school building 
commenced . Those ea rly years of the pansh 
were ex tremely difficult ones financially for 
many famili es of the parish. They had to work 
long hours for low wages while supporting 
la rge families. Many of them often sent their 
hard ea rned dollars back to the" old country" 
to aid loved ones who were left behind. 
However, th e early pioneers would let 
nothing de te r them when sacrifices were 
needed for the ir church . As a result , a brick 
edifi ce was constructed on the re maining 
Ridge Street land. The dedication of the new 
church on March 15, 1909 merited front page 
coverage in the Pro vidence journal. 

The new building was a two-story com
bination church and school built of brick. The 
lower fl oo r was intended to be finished later 
and to be used for classrooms. The upper por
tion was to be used for religious services and 
had an approximate seating capacity of 900. 
From most accounts it was a handsome struc
ture of red face brick with trimmings of gray 
te rra cotta. It was 184 _feet long and 68 feet 
wide. 

According to the Providence Journal there 
were 2 ,000 p eo pl e at th e dedication 
ce remonies. The Most Reverend Matthew J. 
Harkins , Bishop of Providence, dedicated the 
new building and in speaking to the con
gregation thanked them for adding " another 
jewel to the crown of the diocese". The 
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St. Adalbert's Society Polish Roman 
Catholic Union (1910) 

Bishop further commented on the gene rosity 
of the people and stated how the parish of St. 
Adalbert .. has a special significance for the 
Poli sh people of Providence as it binds them 
to the country of the ir birth and to the seat of 
th e Roman Catholic Church." 

The first Mass was ce le brated in the new 
church immediatelv afte r the dedication 
ce remonies. It was ~ Pontifical Solemn High 
Mass with the Reve re nd Domenico Belliotti, 
Pastor of Hol y Ghost Church as th e 
celebrant ; Reve rend Dr. Michael Dutkiewicz 
of Quidnick as Deacon and Reverend Peter 
Switala of St . Casimir's of W arren as sub
Deacon. Fathe r Duczmal acted as Master of 
Ceremonies whil e Bishop Harkins was 
attended by Revere nd Thomas J. Morys of St . 
Stanislaus Church of Woonsocke t and 
R('verend Francis Klugier of St. Joseph ' s of 
Central Falls. 

i\lembers of St . Adalbe rt's Society oc
cupied th e first pews and its office rs acted as 
ush ers . St. Adalbert's Society along with the 
St. Joseph 's military society from Warren , 
headed by Captain Andrew Jeworek, formed 
th e guard of honor for the Bishop. The Jour
nal records that Polish and Lithuanian people 
from all parts of the state came to take part in 
the ceremonies. 

Reve rend Thomas Grochowski, a Redemp
torist pries t from New York City was the 
homilist. His homily in Polish lasted a full 
hour as he explained the circumstances that 
le d to the immigration of Poles and 
Lithuanians to this country. Father 
Grochowski then recalled to the congregation 
how the customs of old Poland coordinated 



with the dedication of this Church. He asked 
them if they were ready to go through the 
marriage ceremony, the spiritual marriage of 
the congregation to the church. 

Immediately the entire congregation arose 
then knelt ami Father Grochowski received 
their affirmative oath of fidelity to the 
church. 

i\ 1 arch l5 , 1909 can be recorded in the an
nals of St. Adalbert's as a truly glorious day. 
The next eleven vears however were to find 
the young parish beset with a number of 
problems. 

One difficulty which plagued Fathe r Oucz
mal began in 1905 and climaxed during the 
years of World War I. It involved the agita
tion hv some parishioners from the Lithua
nian region of the former Kingdom of Poland 
to organize their own parish. Lithuania had 
been united in a federation with Poland from 
I :31).'5 until the 18th century partitions. Then a 
great portion of northeastern Poland was 

placed under Russian domination. The ma
jority of the Lithuanian immigrants spoke 
Polish and , ethnically, had many identical 
customs both religious and historic. Initially, 
a small faction of Lithuanian parishioners 
desired to form a separate church he re in 
Providence. These feelings were heightened 
simultaneously as independence movements 
s tirred in Eastern Europe at the time. 
Graduallv, more Lithuanian parishioners 
" ·ished to have their own church and finally 
with the Bishop 's permission they established 
St. Casimir's parish on Smith Stree t. 

Another difficulty which deve loped as the 
parish grew older was the location of the 
church on Ridge Street. The city of 
Providence had two Polish " colonies". 
Although the church was closer to the 
Oln evv illc section, its location was in effect 
incor;venient for both Polish settlements, es
pecially for the families living in th e North 
End of the city. With the Bishop· s approval , 

Choir of St. Adalbert's Church (1916) 
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St. Hedwig's parish was established on 
August 19, 1916 and Reverend Dr. Michael 
Dutkiewicz was appointed its first pastor. On 
January 7, 1917 the parish church was 
dedicated on North Main Street. This parish 
served the North End area Poles until June 
11 , 1961 when it had to be liquidated to make 
way for the Lippitt Hill Redevelopment Pro
ject. The parishioners were dispersed to other 
parishes and a number returned to their 
original parish , St. Adalbert's. It should be 
noted that there were two vocations to the 
Pries thood from St. Hedwig' s: Reverend 
Walte r J. Rozpad and Reverend Matthew J. 
Strumski. 

By 1918, therefore, St. Adalbert's had its 
ranks diminished by the founding of these 
two parishes in the city. Also, with the in
dependence of Poland in 1918, immigration 
from that country became momentarily 
stabilized. 

A number of misunderstandings steadily 
arose between Father Duczmal and his 
parishioners. One of the most prominent was 
the fact that, because of financial difficulties, 
the school had not yet become a reality. In 
addition, the pastor's health began to 
dete riorate . 'As a result on August 5, 1920, 
Father Duczmal offered his resignation to 
Bishop William Hickey. The Bishop accepted 
it and transferred him to the past-orate of St. 
Stanislaus Kostka in Woonsocket which was a 
smaller parish. 

Rev. Peter Switala 
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"Reve rend Peter J. Switala was then 
transferred from St. Stanislaus Kostka to St. 
Adalbert's to serve as the new pastor. Father 
Switala was born in Jaskolski Poland and 
rece ived his elementary education there. He 
attended high school in Ostrowo. He began 
his philosophical studies at the Petit 
Seminary in Belgium and completed his 
theological studies in the American College 
of Louvain . H e was ordained to the 
priesthood on July 8, 1908. Immediately after 
ordination he came to America and began his 
priestly duti es in Warren, Rhode Island and 
later in Central Falls and Woonsocket. Being 
an intellectual man, he was capable of speak
ing fluent Polish , French, German and even
tually English. 

One of the first things Father Switala 
realized was that the Federal Hill location 
was a real inconven ience for the vast majority 
of parishioners living in the Olneyville
Manton Avenue area. By 1922, it was decided 
to sell the Ridge Street property and to 
purchase a site in the center of the Polish 
community. In August of 1922, the entire 
property of St. Adalbert's consisting of the 
church building with the still unfinished 
school, the old wooden church, which had 
been used as a hall and the rectory were sold 
to the parish of the Holy Ghost. (The original 
church building was used as a school by that 
parish but was demolished a few years ago for 
new construction). The site of our present 
church at 860 Atwells Avenue was purchased 
from Thomas J. McGrath also in 1922. This 
purchase included the presen t rectory as well 
as 'the annex hall. 

Father Switala hoped to build a brick 
church with a seating capacity of 500 and a 
connected six-room school building. A 
building fund committee was established 
with the following workers: Adalbert Boron, 
Kazimierz Lozuwski, Leon Fidrych, Peter 
Lagonowicz, Jan Piekarski , Ladislaus 
Zygunia, Antoni Balkun, Aleksander Bukrym, 
Jan Gracki, Stanislaw Urbanowicz, Leopold 
Chrostowski , Wincenty Radziewicz and 
Julian Siwicki. 

After leaving their former church on Ridge 
Stree t and while awaiting completion of their 
new church the parishioners of St. Adalbert's 
used the Odd Fellows Hall on Academy 
Avenue for church services. 

Because the fund drive progressed slowly, 
due to difficult economic times, it was 
decided to build the church alone and hold 



the erection of the school building in 
abeyance until a later date. Mr. Henry F. 
Ludorf, an architect from New Britain, 
Connecticut, was chosen to draw the plans for 
the church and the Famiglietti Brothers, a 
Providence firm, was given charge of con
struction . Ground was broken on Thursday, 
April 10, 1924 by Father Switala. On May 3, 
I 925, the feast of Our Lady Queen of Poland, 
the cornerstone was laid by Bishop Hickey. 

After much hard work and dedication on 
the part of the pastor and the parishioners, 
thl' solemn dedication of the church of St. 
Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr, took place on 
September 26, 1926. Bishop Hickey blessed 
the structure apd in his sermon praised "the 
steadfastness of the Polish people and com
mended them for their enduring loyalty to 
the faith and their practical Catholicity. " 

Our present church was built in the 
Romanesquc style and presents a state ly pic
ture on Atwells Avenue. lt is 130 feet long 
and 52 feet wide with a bell tower 93 feet 
high . lt is constructed of red brick mixed with 
terra cotta and is in the shape of a cross, with 
transepts on each side and seats close to 500 
people. The brick work for the front facade 
in cluding the tower is laid in diamond 
pattern style with colored brick for cross in
serts. The main entrance is highly ornamental 
polychrome terra cotta with marble columns 
supporting the arch over the main entrance. 
The roof is covered with Spanish tile. 

The interior of the church has a barrel
vaulted cei ling with ornamental ribs and was 
fini shed in plain and ornamental plaster with 
the floors and interior trim of oak. The aisle 
windows are arranged harmoniousl y in con
nection with the Stations of the Cross as the 
feature. 

Hard times fell upon the nation with the 
stock market crash of 1929 and the subse
quent depression. The parishioners of St. 
Adalbert's, like most Americans, were hit 
hard fin anciall y as the mills and factories 
closed. Many often lost both their jobs and 
their homes. The parish debt remained stable 
during those lea n years despite the goodwill 
of the loyal parishioners who were affected by 
unemployment. Numerous dissensions and 
misunderstandings grew among parishioners, 
many as a direct resu lt of the depression. 

On October 5, 1934, Father Switala, after 
fourteen years of service to the people of St. 
Adalbert's, was transferred to the pastorate of 
St. Joseph's, Central Falls. And, on that same 
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Rev. B. S. Rosiak 

day, Rev. 13ronislaus S. Rosiak, formerly the 
administrator of the church of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa, in the Quidnick section of 
Covent ry, became the third pastor of St. 
Adalbert's. 

Father Rosiak was a native of Plock, Poland 
and came to the Un ited States with his 
parents at the age af five. He received his 
elementary education at the parish school in 
Baltimore, Maryland and his secondary 
eel ucation from a public high school there. 
He pursued his higher education at Loyola 
Co llege and began his philosophical studies 
at the Louvain University in Belgium, later 
pursuing his theological studies in Rome and 
completing them at St. Mary' s Seminary, 
Baltimore. He was ordained there on May 31 , 
1917. 

Fat he r Rosiak became pastor of St. 
Adalbert's while our coun try was still in the 
midst of the Depression. The parish had an 
enormous debt for the construction of the 
new ch urch. The new pastor diligently strove 
to unite all parishioners and to liquidate the 
parish debt. Father Rosiak's concern for the 
youth of the parish climaxed with the 



longawaited creation of a parish school. 
Numerous athletic organizations as well as 
scouting activities for both boys and girls 
were established. The success of the youth of 
St. Adalbert's in various contests and com
petitions became known throughout the 
state. 

With the advent of World War II scores of 
men and women from our parish enlisted in 
the armed forces. Special services of prayer 
for the servicemen were conducted. The an
nals of St. Adalbert's parish record the follow
ing brave young parishioners who gave their 
lives during World War II: 
'\da111 (;ajdow;ki Edward ~likielewicz 
Jot.<"f 1-:l<"padlu Aleksander i\1 usz ynski 
C.:zt·>law 1-:ulig Kazimierz Przestrzclski 
Stanislaw Kurczap Wladys law Szczepanek 
Jmd Kuzmicki W ladys law Warsewicz 
Sla11hlaw Lawrvnuw icz Leonard Wasilewski 
Sta11is law Lozowski Edward Wujcik 

Father Rosiak's patriotism for the United 
States and for Poland has been widely 
acknowledged. As the pastor was patriotic, so 
were the parishioners to the United States 
and to Poland the land of their forefathers. 
This fact is a ttested to by the great number of 
savings bonds purchased and sold by St. 
Ada lbert parishioners for the purchasing of a 

bomber in 1943 which was christened " Spirit 
of Polonia of Rhode Island' ' . In addition, the 
parishioners supported numerous fund drives 
to aid the people of war-torn and occupied 
Poland. The people of St. Adalbert's and their 
pastor joined other Rhode Island churches in 
the state in contributing for food supplies, 
clothing and religious artifacts to be sent to 
Poland. It should be noted that St. Adalbert's 
parish continues to this day to support the 
Catholic League for Religious Assistance to 
Poland which helps the embattled church in 
that country to combat Communist oppres
ston. 

In preparation for the fiftieth anniversary 
of St. Adalbert's the interior of the church 
was redecorated and later additions to the 
church for side altars were constructed, thus 
enlarging the church. A very special feature 
of the redecoration of the church is the pain
ting above the main altar. It was painted by 
Adam Styka, one of Poland ' s renown religious 
painters. His works reveal a clarity and an in
sight into areas of human emotion and 
religious mysticism. Directly above the main 
altar Wt' see the Blessed Virgin Mary as 
Queen of Poland surrounded by some of 
Poland's saints and blessed ; namely , St. 
Adalbert ; St. Stanislaus, Bishop and Martyr; 

Rev. B.S. Rosiak's 25th Anniversary of Ordination 
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Dedication of Pulaski Monument 

St . Stanislaus Kostka; St. Andrew Bobola; St. 
Casimir; St. Hyacinth (Jacek); St. Hedwig 
(Jac.lwiga), St. John Kanty; Blessed Kunegun
da , Blessed Bronislawa, Blessed Chester 
( Czeslaw ), and Blessed Ladislaus of 
Git· lniowa. The petition directly above the 
painting in Polish when translated reads: 
Queen of Poland Pray for Us-has a special 
significance for Polish Catholics who hold the 
Blessed Virgin in a special position of honor. 
Historically, Pope Innocent XI granted the 
request of King John Cas imir in 1656 as he 
proclaimed the Blessed Mother as patroness 
of Poland. This heritage and devotion to 
Mary has had a special place in the religious 
life of St. Adalbert's parishioners regardless of 
ethn ic heritage and continues to the present 
day . 

A noteworthy community achievement on 
the part of the people of St. Adalbert's and 
Father Rosiak was the lead they took in the 
combined effort with other Polish Roman 
Catholi c parishes in the state to erect a monu
ment to Gen. Casimir Pulaski, the hero of 
Poland's fight against tyranny and America's 
War for Independence. This impressive 
monument in Roger Williams Park erected in 
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1953 is a source of pride for the entire Polonia 
of Rhode Island. 

One of the last accomplishments of Father 
Rosiak's pastorate was the placing of the 
beautiful stained glass windows in the 
church. The beautification of the church, the 
es tab li shmen t of a school, the manifestation 
of social, cu ltural, and patriotic activities, and 
most important and eve rlasting the spiritual 
guidance are the legacy of Father Rosiak's 
thirty three years at St. Adalbert's. His chari
ty knew no bounds as attested to in one exam
ple, following World War II he helped 
many Poles settle in Providence. In March of 
1965, due to ill health Father Rosiak retired. 

During the latte r years of Father Rosiak's 
pastorate St. Adalbert's parish was fortunate 
enough to have a young and dedicated assis
tant pastor. Rev . Frederick V. Siota came to 
St. Adalbert's in June of 1961. A Rhode Island 
native Father Slota was born in West 
Warwick January 2, 1926. He attended Our 
Lady of Czestochowa parish grammar school 
anc.l graduated from West Warwick Senior 
high school. Father Slota received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1949 from St. 
Mary 's College in Orchard Lake, Michigan 



where he was very active in numerous college 
organizations. Father had been Secretary of 
the New England Chapter of the Alumm 
Association of St. Mary's College for ten years 
and presentl y is servi ng as National Director 
for New England. He completed his study of 
theo logy at Saints Cyri l and Methodius 
Seminary also at Orchard Lake, from which 
he rece ived the Master of Divinity degree. 
H e was ordained to the priesthood in 
Providence at Saints Peter & Paul Cathedral 
hy Bishop McVinney on May 30, 1953. His 
first assignment was as assistant pastor of St. 
Jose ph ' s, Ce ntra l Falls , where he dis
tinguished himse lf not onl y as a sp iritual 
fath e r but also as a teache r, orga nizer, and 
moderator of various church g roups. 

Father Slota ' s presence as a newly arrived 
ass ista nt was enthus iast icall y felt by all 
parishioners, young and old . T he parish 
received new life which would be transmitted 
to parishioners through all aspects of church 
life-spiritual , cultural , educa tional, and 
social. The yo uth of the parish qu ickl y sup
ported the Catholic Youth Organization 
which was one of the first of twe lve church 
societies to be organized or rejuvenated by 
thi s zea lous pries t. The spiritual fulfillment 
and community inte raction of the parish 
tee nage rs bega n. An Explorer Post for 
teenage boys was also a welcome addition of 
Father Slota's to the sco uting activities of the 
parish. Father Slota 's conce rn for teenagers of 

the parish and the diocese can be seen in the 
fact tha t he has se rved as Regional C.Y. O . 
Director, as the Regional Scout C haplain of 
the Providence North Region for five years 
and regional Vocation Director for two years. 

On October 26, 1963, Father Slota was ap
pointed admin istrator pro tern due to Father 
Rosiak' s failing health and on March 18, 
1965, Bishop McVinney appointed him ad
ministrator. 

As administrator Father Slota began a 
thorough renovation of church property. The 
.. an ncx.. hall was completely renovated. 
i\1 cdings and functions were now able to be 
he ld on both the lowe r and upper leve ls . The 
school hall on Capron St. was repainted and a 
tile floor was insta ll ed . Paved walks were also 
installed on the church grounds. 

The Felician siste rs' convent was small and 
in adequa te a nd in need of many repairs. lt 
was therefore necessary to eithe r rent or build 
a new convent. A convent fund drive was 
soon implemented. After a period of time and 
with the permission of Bishop McVinney and 
the approva l of the parish Board of Trustees, 
Father Slota me t with contractors to discuss 
plans for the construction of a new convent. 
On August 15, 1968 ground breaking 
ce re monies took place. On November 30, 
1969, Bishop McVinney officiated at the 
bless ing and dedication of the new building. 
Today th e parishioners can look with pride at 
the commodiou s building for the venerable 
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Felician Siste rs who have worked with such 
zeal for the good of the parish and the school. 
Likewise, today, the people of St. Adalbert's 
can note with pride that in this Diamond 
Jubil ee year the debt on the convent has been 
effaced as one result of a Three Point 
Program of the Jubilee Fund Appeal. 

As we look back into the late 1960's when 
Father Slota was administrator we recall the 
renovation work com pleted on the interior 
and ex terior of the church . The front of the 
eh urch and the steeple underwent need ed 
repair work. 

In the interior of the church the sacristy 
was brought comple te ly up to date. Also the 
sanctuary was completely remodeled to com
pi~ · with the directives of Vatican II. The altar 
is now much simple r and clea rl y visible as the 
place of Sacrifice and the table for the 
sacramental meal. The eyes of the faithful 
ma~· concentrate naturall y on the liturgical 
action ce lebrating the death and resurrection 
of the Lord . The large crucifix above the 
tabe rnacle pivots th e congregation 's attention 
on the altar of sacrifice. All the statues in the 
churc h were completely cleaned and 
repainted by Mr. William Racewicz of the 
parish , who is a lso an accomplished artist. 
Near the lateral altars, Father Slota had two 
new shrines e rec ted . 

The first shrine near the altar of the Blessed 
\'irgin l\1ary is the site for the icon of Our 
Ladv of Czes tochowa which had been in
stalled in the church by Father Rosiak. The 
rvta y C rowning in honor of Our Lady 
Patroness of Poland and the United States 
cont inues to be an important day in the 
parish. 

The second shrine nea r the altar dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, harbors the 
statue of St. Adalbert, patron of our parish . 
The life and virtues of our patron, a martyr 
for Christ, and Catholic Christianity serve as 
an important spiritual example for all. 

St. Adalbert (Wojciech ) was born in 956. In 
tlw yea r 983 he was consecrated Archbishop 
of Prague. Christianity was still in its early 
stages in Prague and Adalbert had to struggle 
against many pagan customs which were 
prevalent among the congregations in his 
diocese. After five years of turmoil he 
journeyed to Rome and received permission 
from Pope John IV to become a Benedictine 
monk. For two years he labored as a mis
sionary in Hungary with many fruitful 
results. 
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In 955, Adalbert pe titioned Boleslaw 
Chrobry, king of Poland, to preach the 
Gospel among the heathen Slavic tribes along 
Poland 's Baltic coast. Permission was granted 
and soon Adalbert arrived in Poland. On his 
journey from Krakow to Gdansk on the 
Baltic, Adalbert influ enced many by his saint
ly characte r and charitable nature. ln Poland, 
particularly in the area of Gdansk, Adalbert 
won many souls for Christ. In the Gdansk 
area however he also encountered some fierce 
reactions on the part of one pagan tribe. As a 
res ult Adalbert was martyred for the faith on 
April 23 , 997. King Boleslaw was able to ob
tain his remains and had them entomed in 
the ca t heel ral at Gniezno. Adalbert was 
canonized in 999. Legend has it that he was 
the author of the first Polish religious hymn 
.. Boguruclzica" (The Mothe r of God) in honor 
of M arv. 

Fath~r Slota has fittingl y revived the obser
va nce of St. Adalbert's feas t day, April23, in 
the parish. Special services have been held 
marking the patron's feast day as a prominent 
date in the parish calendar. One especially 
me morable occasion commemorating the 
feast of St. Adalbert was held during the Holy 
Year Observance of 1975. The five Polish 
Homan Catholic churches in the diocese had 
bee n named Holy Year Stations by the most 
Hevere nd Bishop Louis E. Gelineau and 
pilgrimages were he ld to each parish on its 
patron's feast cla y. More than 700 people par
ti cipated in the services on that Sunday after
noon in April for " renewal and recon
ciliat ion.· · 

The hi story of our parish would not be 
complete without me ntion of its participation 
in th e observance of the Millenium of 
Poland ' s Christianity in 1966. In preparation 
for the Millenium , St. Adalbert's was host to a 
replica of the painting of Our Lady of 
Czestochowa from Poland in the fa ll of 1962 
during which special services were held . In 
l966, th e me mbers of St. Adalbert's par
ticipated in a novena of Holy Hours held on 
the 30th of each month. The novena con
ducte d by Father Slota prepared the 
parishioners for the final Diocesan Obser
vance of the Millenium held at the solemn 
Pontifical Mass celebrated by Bishop 
McVinney on May 30, 1966. Father Slota and 
many members of the parish served on the 
Diocesan Committee for Rhode Island's 
Observance of Poland' s Millenium which 
helped make the Cathedral Observance, the 



Banquet at Rhodes, and the Souvenir Book, a 
great success for Polonia . 

During Fathe r Slota" s administration dur
ing the years 1963-1967, he was assisted 
regularlv by the Franciscan Fathers. For 
many years the Franciscan priests helped im
menselv in the parish. There was a need for a 
permanent assistant, but due to the shortage 
of priests that was impossible. However, in 
the winter of 1967 at the invitation from the 
late Reverend Bishop Russell j . McVinney, an 
order of priests , the Society of Christ , arrived 
in Rhode lsland from Poland. The Society of 
Christ is a rclativelv new order founded in 
Poland by the late c·ardinal August Hlond for 
the express purpose of ministering to the 
spiritual needs of Polish immigrants . The first 
priest of the Society to serve at St. Ada lbert" s 
was Rev. Zbigniew Olbrys who is now pastor 
of Our Lady of the Bright Mount in Los 
Angeles, Calif. The Society"s priests who have 
been in our parish since that time have truly 
served the parish well in many ways. It is in
teresting to note that, from their humble start 
in the Providence Diocese, the Society now 
serves various portions of Polonia scattered 
throughout the United States. 

On December 15, 1970 the entire 
membership of St. Adalbert"s church was ex
tremelv contented and thankful to hear that 
Father. Slota was appointed pastor of St. 
Ada! bert" s. To show their gratitude to the 
man who served St. Adalbert"s for nine years 
so effectivel y, a testimonial was held for the 
IlL'\\' pastor. It should be noted that Father 
tmned over all the proceeds of his surprise 
lestinwnial to the convent building fund. The 
dedication of our pastor knows no bounds. 
Father Slota can often be seen at many city 
block club meetings fighting for the rights of 
the peop le in the Olneyville-Manton 
neighborhood to get their share of city ser
vices and police protection. His Christian 
concern for all humanity is attested to by the 
fact that in spite of his busy schedule of 
priestly duties, he has the charity to lend his 
experience to the executive boards of many 
neighborhood organizations dea ling with the 
problems of youth , the difficulties of the 
senior citizens, and the physical upkeep of 
the area. The people of the parish recognize 
Father' s concern for all and act together as a 
true Christian family. 

Father Slota's sincerity and devotion to 
hard work for the good of souls has won him 
the hearts of all. St. Adalbert's young valued 
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his influence and followed him. The elderly 
and shut ins are constantly in the mind of 
Father Slota. He continuously visits the sick 
at home and in hospitals, bringing them the 
sacraments. In September of 1976 the sacra
ment for the annointing of the sick was ad
ministered at a special senior citizen service 
in church. Transportation for the elde rly who 
have no means of getting to church on Sun
clays is now a reality. 

Father Slota·s pride in his Polish heritage 
and in his concern for problems of im
migrants in a new land also blends in impor
tantly in our parish history. While the 
problems of a hi lingual parish can be taxing, 
Father competently brings all to exercise 
their full potential in worshipping the Lord. 
Even·one is recogn izcd and the traditions of 
our revered ancestors are cultivated respect 
full v. 

His concern for the cultural advancement 
of Polonia is manifested in the fact that he 
\\"as Oil(' of the keY founders of the Polonia 
Coordinating Com;nittce of Rhode ls land. A 
communitv organ ization which fosters Polo
nian activities and has set up a scholarship 
fund for co ll ege students. In addition Father 
is also chairman of the Polish-Ethnic 
llc: ritage Subcommittee of R.I. "76. 

One of the most prominent of St. 
Ada lbert's social and fund raising events is 
thl' annual Polish Picnic held on the parish 
grounds . It attracts people not only 
throughout Rhode lsland , but also from 
neighboring states. A highlight of the picnic 
is the performance of Polish folk dances in 
authentic: costumes by the school chi ldren. 

The past seven years of Father Slota's 
pastorate which have led up to this 75th 
Jubilee year are fil led with the same type of 
progress experienced by the parish in the late 
1960. s. With his dedicated guidance and the 
good will of the people the parish has grown 
and prospert'd in many ways. As presented in 
the statistics, the parish has actually increased 
in number in th is jubilee Year as compared to 
t\\'enty five years ago. The physical aspects of 
our parish can be measured and the number 
of people can be counted, but true Chris
tian living can only be experienced and felt. 
Hc:re at St. Adalbert's, all bear witness to 
these Christian manifestations. A l l 
pa rishioners of St . Adalbert" stake pride in the 
past and live in optimistic hope for the future. 

By: 
Joseph A. Chrostowski 
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St. Adalbert School 

F rom the ea rliest beginnings of St. 
Ada lbert's parish , it had been a hope of 

pastor and parishioners to establish a parish 
school where th e children could receive a 
good Catholic education and also study 
Polish, the language of their forefathers. The 
huilding which was constructed on Ridge 
Street was to serve as a combination church
school. When the church portion of St. 
Adalbert's was dedicated in 1909 the follow
in g plans for the school part of the edifice 
located on the lower floor, were reported in 
the Providence journal. 

"The schoolroom when completed wi ll 
contain six classrooms, each 26 by 29 feet ac
comodating a total of 300 pupils. 
Arrangements have been made with the Feli
cian Sisters of Buffalo to come to Providence 
and take charge of the new school.·· 
However, for reasons not entire ly clear the 
school building on Ridge Street was never 
completed and classes never began. 

Catechism classes were conducted in those 
early years by Father Duczmal three times 
during the week. In 1902 there were 50 
children receiving such instruction and in 
1909 the number increased to 108. It is ap
propriate to mention that , although not 
directly connected with the church itself, 
Mrs. Aleksandra Chmielewska, a dedicated 
teacher, conducted Polish classes for the 
chi ldren. From her small classroom many 
children from the parish gained a knowledge 
of reading and writing their parents ' 
language. 

With the coming of Father Switala, plans 
were again made to const ruct a school on the 
new Atwells Avenue location. The initial 
plans were to be for one building consisting 
of a church, assembly hall and six classrooms. 
These plans however fell through and it was 
decided to construct only a church and later 
on possibly a school and hall. A school would 
have been most appropriate for our parish at 
that time for according to the census of 1925 
there were 570 children of ages 7 to 12 in St. 
Adalbert's. 

When Father Rosiak was appointed pastor 
in 1934, he realized that one of the immediate 
shortcomings of St. Adalbert's was that the 
parish lacked a school. In those years of finan
cial difficulty in the midst of the Depression, 
Father Rosiak boldly set forth to establish a 
school where the yo uth of the parish would 
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be able to develop strong Catholic 
characters and cu ltivate a firm love for their 
Polish traditions. 

A parish dream became a reality when, in 
November 26, 1937, three Felician Sisters 
from Enfield, Conn . arrived at Father 
Hosiak' s invitation to begin a mission school 
( Cathcchetical ) A building on 138 Florence 
Street had been purchased and renovated to 
serve as the convent. The convent was 
blessed on November 28, 1937. A portion of 
the ground floor was set aside for classrooms. 
The first year 130 pupils registered for 
religion classes and for Polish language 
classes. 

Such extracurricular instruction lasted for 
nine years. On June 21 , 1946, plans were 
finalized for the establishment of a full time 
e lementary school. During the summer 
months of 19-16 the necessary renovations 
were made in the annex hall and the convent. 
In the convent first floor there were to be four 
grades divided into two classes and the annex 
was partitioned for the fifth and sixth grades 
and the kindergarten. 

On :-leptember 9, 1946, St. Adalbert's 
elementary school began its first session. At 
first the school had an enrollment of only 52 
pupils , but by the end of the year there were 
69 children in kindergarten through grade 6. 
Plans were made to expand the school to 
grade 8 in the succeeding years. With the 
growth in the number of school child ren, per
mission was obtained to use three classrooms 
in the Academy Avenue public school in 
1948. The following year, 1949, St. Adalbert's 
received permission to use classrooms in the 
Putnam Street School. On June 18, 1949 the 
first graduation was held at St. Adalbert's for 
a class of four . By that year there were 
already 105 pupils under the care of five Feli
cian sisters. By 1952, the number of pupils 
rose to 167-79 boys and 88 girls. 

In September of 1954, the former 6th 
precinct police station on 36 Chaffee Street 
he came the new home of St. Ada! bert's 
school. Th e inter ior of the building was com
pletely renovated into five classrooms, a two 
room kindergarten, and a nurse's room. For 
the first time, the parish had a building where 
the en tire student body could meet under one 
roof. The school year of September 1954 com
menced with the enrollment of 230 pupils. 

In add ition to the school building the 



Hcligious Sisters 

pa ri sh obtained the large annex adjacent to 
th e school on Capron Stree t. This annex was 
soon co nve rted into a school ha ll. School 
pl avs \\'e re presented twice a year in this hall 
b \' th e school childre n under the direction of 
tl; e good siste rs. Prior to obtaining that 
buildin g th e Poli sh ational Hom e on 
C haffee Stree t was used for the production 
of these plays. The Fe li cian Siste rs d evoted 
mu ch extra time in rehearsing the childre n 
fo r these pe rforma nces which included 
rl'c itations in Polish , singing of Polish songs, 
and folk d ances. 

Durin g the years when Fathe r Slota se rved 
as administra tor, needed improve ments on 
the inte ri or and exte rior of the school and hall 
were carri ed out . As pastor, Fathe r Slota con
tinued needed inte rior renovation of the 
school class rooms and replaced the old fire 
alarm sys te m with a thoroughl y e ffi cient one. 

U nfortuna telv with the decrease in the 
number of teaching siste rs, the kinde rgarten 
had to be closed in June of 1965. The follow
ing year howeve r, these two rooms used by 
the kinde rgarten were converted into a school 
library. On January 6, 1966, the library was 
dedicated and blessed by Father Slota and 
the children assisted in prayer. 
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On June l8, 1971 St. Adalbe rt ' s school 
llll' rged with Blessed Sacrament parish to 
help that school out with their falling enroll
lllCnt. On Septe mber 8, 1971, three Felician 
Sisters and 102 children from St. Adalbert's 
began classes at Blessed Sacrament. This ex
periment las ted for onl y one year and St. 
Adalbert' s reope ned on C haffee St . the 
following fall of 1972 with 121 students . To 
da te in thi s Dia mond Jubilee Year of our 
parish it has an enrollment of 115 students 
with a teaching staff of four Fe lician Siste rs , 
two lay teache rs, the pastor Father Slota who 
teaches re li g ion in grades seven and e ight, 
and Fathe r Drzal , the associate pastor, who 
teaches Polish . Ph ysical Education classes are 
held at the Nicke rson House Gym under the 
instruction of a third lay teacher. 

Tlw many achievements of the graduates 
of St. Adalbe rt's school speak for the mselves . 
With a firm background in spiritual values 
and of academic excellence, the graduates of 
our school have been highly successful in the 
most d emanding high schools. Many have 
gone on with honors to complete college and 
university studies while others have been 
successful in acquiring a needed trade . 
St. Adalbert's has a history of winners 



Faculty 

in various state wide competitions and con
tinues to excel in winning such contests. Just 
the past school year 1975-1976, three out of 
th e seven winners of the American 
Automobile Association's poster contest were 
from our school. In the area of science, seven 
received awards from the National Associa
tion of Science Teachers for their essays on 
early Rhode Island Industrialists. Those are 
only a few of many exa mples in which the 
children of our parish school have ranked in 
first place. In the school's history, three girls 
have won full four year scholarships to St. 
Xavier's Academy in Providence. Although 
the location of our school may not be that 
well known, many high school admissions of
ficers or guidance counselors in the city have 
th e high es t words of praise when St . 
Adalbert ' s school is mentioned. On 
November 4, 1975, our school was honored 
when Bishop Celineau paid a visit to it . The 
Reverend Bishop visited each classroom and 
stayed for a lmost three hours. 

It is important to note that a unique 
characteristic of our Catholic school has been 
to acq uaint the children with Polish customs 
and traditions which have formed a valuable 
part of St. Adalbert's religious and social life. 
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The traditional " Wigilia" at Christmas time 
and the sharing of " oplatek" held at the 
school prior to Christmas vacation , is eagerly 
anticipated by the eighth grade who take 
charge of the entire affair. The instruction of 
a fore ign language has recently been rein
troduced into the curriculum for all grades 
with the teaching of the Polish language. This 
program benefits those of Polish descent to 
better understand their heritage and those of 
non-Polish descent to acquire an understan
ding of Polish contributions to the pluralism 
of our American society. 

It is appropriate to say that despite general 
difficulti es in privat e education, St. 
Adalbert's parochial school, thanks to the ef
forts of the pastor Father Slota, whose 
leadership and dedication has brought the 
school through various hard times, and the ef
forts of the faithful Felician sisters, lay 
teach e rs , parent volunteers, P.T.A. , and all 
parishioners, is thriving and continuing with 
its consistently high standards. Its program of 
educations meets with the new currents and 
with enforcement of proven educational 
methods. The achievements of our students 
have shown St. Adalbert's school to be, by 
comparison , well above the average. 



Krotki zarys historii parafii Sw. Wojciecha 
w Providence, Rhode Island 

M~zowie zaufania Ctrustysci i rewizorzy ksiqg 
parafialnych parafii) 

Jan Chmielewski 
Ludwik Balczun 
Kazimierz Lozowski 
Wojciech Boron 

1902-1922 
1902-1922 
1922-1928 
1922-1929 

Stanislaw Pristawc. 

Pierwsza wzmianka o Polakach w stanie Rhode 
Island datuje si~ z okresu wojny rewolucyjnej 
naszego kraju. A mianowicie polscy oficerowie w 
sluibie armii francuskiej brali udzial we mszy 
swi~tej odprawianej po raz pierwszy w miescie 
Newport, Rhode Island. R6wniez pewna liczba 
uchodtc6w polskich przybyla do naszego stanu w 
ubieglym stuleciu. Jednak dopiero pod koniec 
XIX wieku Polacy w wi~kszej ilosci przybyli do 
Rhode Island. Juz w 1890 roku wzrastajqca 
kolonia polska zamieszkiwala okolice Olneyville 
w Providence, a druga okolice dolnych ulic 
Chalkstone i Charles. Polacy ulokowali si~ w 
tych dzielnicach blisko fabryk , gdzie znajdowali 
prac~ . a mianowicie w tekstylnych koncernach 
Fletcher Manufacturing, Atlantic Mills , Silver 
Spring Bleachery i w innych oraz w produkcji 
narz~dzi w Brown & Sharpe i Locomotive Works . 
Pierwsi polscy imigranci naszego stanu 
pochodzili z okupowanej przez Prusy i Austri~ 
Polski . Powoli jednak imigranci spod zaboru 
rosyjskiego , naplywajqc w wi~kszej masie, 
utworzyli wi~kszosc. 
W tym okresie czasu w stanie Rhode Island 

katolicy nie rozumiejqcy j~zyka angielskiego 
znale:tli zrozumienie miejscowego biskupa, 
ordynariusza, kt6ry pragnql zapewnic ka:tdej 
narodowosci duszpasterza z ich kraju i 
nabozertstwa w zrozumialym j~zyku . Tym 
biskupem byl Jego Ekscelencja Matthew J. 
Harkins. Zdawal on sobie spraw~ . ie dla tych 
grup etnicznych konieczne bylo stworzenie 
osobnych parafii , gdzie nabo:tertstwa w j~zyku 
danej grupy pogl~bialyby wiar~ w Boga, 
umacnialyby moralnosc, a zachowanie tradycji i 
zwyczaj6w narodowych dawalyby radosc i 
zadowolenie ludowi Bozemu. Tak bylo z ludem 
polskim. W 1900 roku ks . biskup Harkins dal 
pozwolenie , aby w sali pod katedrq sw. Piotra i 
Pawla byly odprawiane nabozertstwa przez 
polskiego duszpasterza . Nast~pnie ks . biskup 
zarzqdzil spis Polak6w w Providence. Wynik 
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Adolf Kulmacz 
Pawel Damutz 
Franciszek Czernicki 
J6zef Piekarski 

1973 - obecny 

1929-1930 
1930-1966 
1967-1972 
1930 - obecny 

spisu: okolo 140 rodzin mieszkajqcych w okolicy 
Olneyville i 50 rodzin w okolicy Randall Square. 
Zwi~kszajqca si~ imigracja z powodu 

oplakanych warunk6w ekonomicznych w 
porozbiorowej Polsce sklonila ksi~za biskupa 
do wyszukania bardziej odpowiedniego miejsca 
dla oddawania chwaly Bo:tej ludu polskiego. Ks. 
biskup zakupil dnia 5 listopada 1901 roku trzy 
place na ulicy Ridge, w okolicy Federal Hill, od 
wlasciciela Arthura M. Smitha i tutaj 
zaplanowal utworzenie parafii polskiej. W 1902 
roku ks. biskup mianowal ksi~dza Wojciecha 
Duczmala, lat 25 , pierwszym proboszczem 
parafii polskiej w stanie Rhode Island. Dawny, 
drewniany kosci6lek swi~tego Ducha zostal 
przeniesiony na zakupiony plac . Wykortczenie 
kosciola nastqpilo 23 stycznia 1902 roku, a 
parafia zostala urz~dowo erygowana 17 lutego 
tego roku pod patronatem sw. Wojciecha, 
Biskupa i M~czennika. Pierwszymi m~:tami 
zaufania nowo powstalej parafii zostali wybrani 
Jan Chmielewski i Ludwik Balczun. W taki 
spos6b powstala parafia Sw. Wojciecha w 
diecezji Providence dla katolik6w m6wiqcych 
j~zykiem polskim i stala si~ matkq dla szesciu 
nast~pnych polskich i rzymskokatolickich 
parafii . 
Ks. Duczmal urodzil si~ w Polsce w 1877 roku i 

tam otrzymal poczqtkowe wyksztalcenie. Studia 
teologiczne ukortczyl w Louvain w Belgii, a 
swi~cenia kaplartskie otrzymal 15 lipca 1900 
roku. Po powrocie do kraju pracowal tylko kilka 
miesi~cy, zglosil si~ bowiem do pracy 
duszpasterskiej w Stanach Zjednoczonych na 
apel ksi~zy biskup6w tego kraju. Z pelnym 
zapalem zabral si~ ks . Duczmal do pracy w nowo 
powstalej parafii w Providence. W 1903 roku 
otrzymal pozwolenie na budow~ plebanii na ulicy 
Ridge. Zwi~kszajqca si~ liczba Polak6w z 
powodu narastajqcej imigracji, wielu chrzt6w, 
mlodych maliertstw prosila o zbudowanie 
wi~kszej swiqtyni w polqczeniu ze szkolq 



parafialnq. Z tego powodu rozpocz~to zbi6rk~ 
pieni~inq na ten eel. Byly to lata bardzo trudne 
dla wielu parafian. Dlugie godziny pracy, male 
zarobki niewystarczajqce na utrzymanie 
wi~kszej rodziny, a przy tym ch~c pomocy dla 
swoich najbliiszych w starym kraju. Pomimo to 
pierwsi pionierzy odejmowali sobie od ust 
kawalek chleba, aby zbudowac godny przybytek 
Boiy . Dzi~ki ich ofiarnosci postawiono 
murowany budynek koscielny na tej samej ulicy. 
Pierwsza stronica gazety "Pro vidence 

Journal" z 15 marca 1909 roku oznajmiala o 
poswi~ceniu nowego kosciola . Nowy budynek, 
dwupi~trowy, byl kombinacjq kosciola i szkoly . 
Pierwsze pi~tro mialo bye p6:tniej wykonczone i 
uiyte na sale szkolne. Drugie pi~tro wykonczone 
zostalo i uiyte jako swiqtynia o pojemnosci 900 
miejsc siedzqcych. Byl to ladny budynek z 
czerwonej cegly, ozdobiony popielatq terakotq 
szerokosci 67 st6p, a dlugosci 184. Wedlug 
"Providence Journal" okolo 2000 ludzi bralo 
udzial w poswi~ceniu tej swiqtyni , kt6rej dokonal 
Jego Ekscelencja Matthew J . Harkins, biskup z 
Providence , dzi~kujqc parafianom za " nowq 
perl~ w koronie diecezji". Ks . biskup pochwalil 
ofiarnosc ludu Boiego i por6wnal parafi~ Sw. 
Wojciecha do zlotego lancucha, lqczqcego lud 
polski z Providence z Krajem ich pochodzenia 
oraz ze stolicq Swi~tego Kosciola 
rzymskokatolickiego. Nast~pnie zostala 
odprawiona pierwsza uroczysta msza sw. 
Gl6wnym celebransem byl ks . Dominico 
Belliotti, proboszcz parafii Swi~tego Ducha. 
Diakonem byl ks. dr Michal Dutkiewicz, 
proboszcz Matki Boskiej Cz~stochowskiej z 
Quidnick , subdiakonem ks . Piotr Switala , 
proboszczSw. Kazimierza z Warren, a mistrzem 
ceremonii byl miejscowy proboszcz, ks. 
Duczmal. Asystowali ksi~dzu biskupowi 
Harkins: ks . Tomasz Morys , proboszcz Sw. 
Stanislawa Kostki w Woonsocket i ks . 
Franciszek Klugier, proboszcz Sw. J6zefa w 
Central Falls. Czlonkowie Towarzystwa Sw. 
Wojciecha zajmowali pierwsze lawki , a ich 
urz~dnicy pelnili funkcje porzqdkowych. To 
Towarzystwo obok Tow. Wojskowego Sw. J6zefa 
z Warren pod wodzq kapitana Andrzeja Jeworka 
tworzylo honorowq gwardi~ ksi~dza biskupa. 
Pismo " Journal" dodaje jeszcze, ie katolicy 
polscy i litewscy brali udzialw tych ceremoniach 
dedykacji. Ks. Tomasz Grochowski , kaplan z 
zakonu Redemptoryst6w z Nowego Jorku , glosil 
slowo Boze. Jego jednogodzinne kazanie w 
j~zyku polskim przypomnialo obecnym 
przyczyny ich opuszczenia wlasnego kraju w 
celu szukania chleba i wolnosci na ziemi 
Waszyngtona. Nast~pnie kaznodzieja pi~knie 
przeprowadz il staroda wny zwyczaj polski 
slubowania parafian wiernosci dla wiary, na 
wz6r przysi~i malienskiej . To slubowanie 
odbylo si~ z wielkim namaszczeniem i 
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podniesieniem ducha. I tak 15 marca 1909 roku 
wspaniale zapisal si~ w rocznikach parafii Sw. 
Wojciecha. 

W nast~pnych latach mloda parafia znalazla si~ 
w nieoczekiwanych trudnosciach. Jednym z 
problem6w, kt6ry przesladowal ks. Duczmala od 
roku 1905 ai do konca I wojny swiatowej - byl 
rozd:twi~k parafian polskich i litewskich, kt6rzy 
pragn~li miec swojq wlasnq parafi~. 
Historycznie Litwa byla od 1385 roku zlqczona z 
Polskq ai do rozbior6w . Olbrzymia cz~sc 
p61nocno-wschodniej Polski przypadla pod zab6r 
rosyjski. Wi~kszosc imigrant6w litewskich w 
stanie Rhode Island m6wila j~zykiem polskim i 
etnicznie przechowywala te same zwyczaje i 
tradycje religijno-narodowe . Pewna grupa 
parafian litewskiego pochodzenia pragn~la 
osobnej parafii w Providence. Ta dqinosc byla 
pods yean a ruchem separa tystycznym we 
wschodniej Europie przez carat rosyjski w celu 
pokl6cenia Polak6w z Litwinami. Ks . biskup 
zgodzil si~ na sluszne iqdania parafian 
litewskich i zaloienie parafii pod nazwq Sw. 
Kazimierza przy ulicy Smith. 

Innym problemem bylo ulokowanie parafii przy 
ulicy Ridge . Ot6z dwie kolonie polskie 
znajdowaly si~ w miescie Providence. Jedna w 
okolicach Olneyville , bliiej kosciola, druga , 
mieszkajqca w p61nocnym koncu miasta, i przy 
braku odpowiedniej komunikacji byla naraiona 
na wielkie niewygody. Totei za zgodq ksi~dza 
biskupa zostala utworzona 19 sierpnia 1916 roku 
nowa parafia pod wezwaniem Sw. Jadwigi , 
kt6rej pierwszym proboszczem zostal ks. dr 
Michal Dutkiewicz. Dnia 7 stycznia 1917 roku 
kosci61 parafialny zostal dedykowany przy ulicy 
North Main. Ta parafia sluiyla polskim 
parafianom ai do 11 czerwca 1961 roku, to jest do 
zakupienia calego obiektu budynk6w przez 
miasto na Lippitt Hill Redevelopment Project. 
Byli parafianie Sw. Jadwigi cz~sciowo powr6cili 
do dawnej parafii , a inni zapisali si~ do parafii 
terytorialnych. Nalezy podkreslil, ze parafia Sw. 
Jadwigi wydala dw6ch kaplan6w : ks . 
Wladyslawa J . Rozpqda i ks . Mateusza J . 
Strum skiego. 
Z uzyskaniem niepodleglosci Polski w 1918 roku 

imigracja z kraju zostala unormowana nowymi, 
surowymi prawami . Naleialoby jeszcze 
zaznaczyc, ie pewne nieporozumienia powstaly 
pomi~dzy ksi~dzem Duczmalem i parafianami 
na skutek trudnosci finansowych utworzenia 
szkoly parafialnej . Z tego powodu na prosb~ ks. 
Duczmala ks . biskup przeni6sl go na probostwo 
parafii Sw. Stanislawa Kostki w Woonsocket, a 
ks . Piotra Swital~ z parafii Sw. Stanislawa 
Kostki do parafii Sw. Wojciecha jako nowego 
proboszcza. Ks . Switala urodzil si~ w Jask6lkach 
w Polsce. Wyksztalcenie podstawowe otrzymal 
w miejscu urodzenia , a gimnazjalne w Ostrowie 



Wielkopolskim. Studia filozoficzne odbyl w 
Malym Seminarium w Belgii , a teologiczne w 
amerykanskim College w Louvain . Po 
otrzymaniu swi~cen kaplanskich 8 lipca 1908 
roku przybyl do Rhode Island do pracy 
duszpasterskiej. Pracowal poczqtkowo w 
Warren, Central Falls i Woonsocket. 
B~dqc wyksztalconym kaplanem , plynnie 

mowil po polsku, francusku , niemiecku i 
angielsku. Ks. Switala zaraz na poczqtku doszedl 
do przekonania, ze lokalizacja kosciola na 
Federal Hill jest niewygodna dla wi~kszosci 
parafian mieszkajqcych w okolicy Olneyville i 
ulicy Manton. Dlatego zdecydowano sprzedae 
obiekty koscielne przy ulicy Ridge i zakupie 
bardziej odpowiednie miejsce blizej centrum 
zamieszkania parafian. Sprzedaz zostala 
dokonana w 1922 roku. Wszystkie budynki 
parafialne zakupila parafia Swi~tego Ducha. 
Obecna posiadlose koscielna przy ulicy 860 
Atwells Avenue zostala zakupiona od Thomasa 
J. McGratha tego samego roku. W kupno byl 
wlqczony budynek na plebani~ i mala sala. Ks. 
Switala mial nadziej~ zbudowania murowanego 
kosciola na 500 miejsc siedzqcych w polqczeniu z 
6 salami na szkol~ parafialnq. Zostal utworzony 
komitet budowy w celu zebrania odpowiednich 
funduszow , skladajqcy si~ z nast~pujqcych osob: 
Wojciech Boron, Kazimierz Lozowski, Leon 
Fidrych , Piotr Lagunowicz, Jan Piekarski, 
Wladyslaw Zygunia , Antoni Balkun, Aleksander 
Bukrym , Jan Gracki , Stanislaw Urbanowicz, 
Leopold Chrostowski, Wincenty Radziewicz i 
Julian Siwicki. 
Po opuszczeniu starego kosciola i w 

oczekiwaniu na nowy parafianie sw. Wojciecha 
uzywali na nabozenstwa budynek Odd Fellows 
Hall przy ulicy Academy . Poniewaz zbiorka 
pieni~zna post~powala powoli z powodu 
trudnosci ekonomicznych, postanowiono 
zbudowae tylko kosciol. Budynek szkolny mial 
bye zbudowany w pozniejszym czasie. Architekt 
Henry F . Ludorf z New Britain, Connecticut, 
zostal wybrany na sporzqdzenie planow kosciola, 
a firma Braci Famiglietti z Providence na 
budow~. W czwartek, 10 kwietnia 1924 roku , ks . 
Switala wzruszyl szpadlem ziemi~ pod nowy 
kosciOl , a w uroczystose Matki Boskiej Krolowej 
Polski , 3 maja 1925 roku , ks. biskup Hickey 
wmurowal kamien w~gielny. Dzi~ki staraniom i 
ofiarnosci zarowno parafian jak i proboszcza 
uroczysta dedykacja nowego kosciola pod nazwq 
sw . Wojciecha, Biskupa i M~czennika, nastqpila 
26 wrzes11ia 1926 roku. Ks . biskup Hickey 
poswi~cil nowy kosciOl , a w swoim kazaniu 
pochwalil " wytrwalose ludu polskiego" i 
zach~cil do trwalej wiernosci dla wiary i praktyk 
chrzescijanskich. Obecny kosciol,zbudowany w 
stylu romanskim, godnie przedstawia si~ od 
strony frontowej. Jest on 130 stop dlugi , 52 stopy 
szeroki i 93 stopy wysoki . Zbudowany jest z 
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czerwonej cegly ozdobionej terakotq w formie 
krzyza i moze pomiescie okolo 500 osob 
siedzqcych. Front kosciola jest ozdobiony pi~knq 
fasadq, polqczonq z wysokq wiezq. Wn~trze 
kosciola jest ozdobione polichromiq i rna 
beczkowe sklepienie wykonczone roznymi 
artystycznymi ozdobami. Boczne okna Sq 
harmonijnie wlqczone w stacje drogi krzyzowej. 
Dach kosciola jest pokryty hiszpanskq 
dach6wkq . 
W tym okresie nastaly ci~zkie czasy. Depresja 

w calym kraju. Parafianie Sw. Wojciecha, jak i 
wszyscy Amerykanie, byli mocno dotkni~ci z 
powodu zamkni~ia fabryk, a cz~sto utrata 
pracy powodow ala stra t~ do mow. Dlug 
parafialny nie mogl bye splacany mimo dobrej 
woli parafian. Na tyro tle powstalo wiele 
nieporozumien, zazalen ; depresja dala si~ 
wszystkim we znaki. Ks. Switala po 14 latach 
duszpasterstwa w parafii Sw. Wojciecha zostal 
przeniesiony dnia 5 pazdziernika 1934 roku na 
probostwo do Sw. Jozefa w Central Falls . Tego 
samego dnia ks. Bronislaw Rosiak , byly 
administrator parafii M.B. Cz~tochowskiej w 
(Quidnick) Coventry , zostal wycznaczony przez 
wladz~ koscielnq trzecim proboszczem parafii 
Sw . Wojciecha . 
Ks . Rosiak, urodzony w Plocku w Polsce, 

przybyl do Stanow Zjednoczonych wraz z 
rodzicami jako pi~cioletni chlopiec . 
Wyksztalcenie podstawowe zdobyl w szkole 
pa rafialnej w Baltimore, Maryland, 
gimnazjalne - w publicznej szkole, nast~pnie 
wyzsze w Loyola College, filozoficzne studia w 
Louvain w Belgii, teologiczne w Rzymie i w St. 
Mary's Seminarium w Baltimore. Swi~cenia 
kaplanskie otrzymal 31 maja 1917 roku. Ks. 
Rosiak zostal proboszczem w parafii Sw. 
Wojciecha w chwili , gdy jeszcze panowala 
depresja w calym kraju. Parafia miala wielkie 
dlugi . Nowy proboszcz z poswi~eniem staral si~ 
o harmonijnq wsp6lprac~ wszystkich parafian, 
ozywienie zycia religijnego w duchu milosci 
chrzescijanskiej i zlikwidowanie dlugu 
parafialnego. Na samym poczqtku swego 
duszpasterstwa zaklada dawno oczekiwanq 
szkol~ parafialnq, gdzie do dnia dzisiejszego 
nauczycielkami sq siostry felicjanki, pracujqce z 
calym poswi~ceniem. Zainteresowanie ks. 
Rosiaka rozciqgalo si~ rowniez na mlodziez , 
ktorq organizuje w grupy sportowe, a dla dzieci 
druzyny harcerskie . Cz~ste stanowe nagrody dla 
zespolow sportowych byly bodzcem 
przynaleznosci mlodziezy do zycia parafialnego. 
Z wybuchem II wojny swiatowej wielu 
m~zczyzn i dziewczqt powolano do armii. 
Specjalne modlitwy za walczqcq mlodziez byly 
stale prowadzone w parafii. W rocznikach 
parafii sw . Wojciecha mozemy znaleze 
wzmianki o bohaterskich zolnierzach, ktorzy 
oddali swoje zycie za " wolnose naszq i waszq". A 







oto ich nazwiska: Adam Gajdowski , J ozef 
Klepadlo , Czeslaw Kulig, Edward Mikielewicz, 
AJeksander Muszynski , Kazimierz Przestrzelski , 
Stanislaw Kurczap , Jozef Kusmicki, Stanislaw 
Lawrynowicz, Stanislaw Lozowski, Wladyslaw 
Szczepanek, Wladyslaw Warsewicz, Leonard 
Wasilewski, Edward Wojcik. Patriotyzm ks. 
Rosiaka dla Stanow Zjednoczonych i dla Polski 
by! szeroko znany. Jakim by! proboszcz, takimi 
byli i parafianie dla przybranej ojczyzny i dla 
Polski , ojczyzny ich ojcow. 0 tym swiadczy 
wielka ilosc kupionych bond6w przez parafian 
Sw. Wojciecha dla zakupienia bombowca w roku 
1943, ktorego ochrzczono " Duch Polonii z Rhode 
Island" . Ponadto parafianie wsp61pracowali w 
wielokrotnych zbiorkach pieni~znych dla 
polskiej ludnosci rozdartej wojnq i okupacjq. 
Zaraz po wojnie ludnosc parafii Sw. Wojciecha 
wraz z jej proboszczem w polqczeniu z innymi 
kosciolami w stanie Rhode Island zorganizowala 
zbiork~ zywnosci, ubrania i paramentow 
religijnych dla oswobodzonej ludnosci polskiej. 
Nalezaloby zaznaczyc, ze parafia sw. Wojciecha 
nadal prowadzi akcj~ pomocy finansowej 
poprzez Lig~ Katolickq dla ludnosci 
wyciertczonej wojnq w Polsce. 
W przygotowaniach do 50-lecia zalozenia parafii 
wn~ trze kosciola zostalo odmalowane, 
udekorowane, a boczne oltarze powi~kszone. W 
ozdob eniu swiqtyni bra! czynny udzial Adam 
Slyka , swialowej slawy religijny malarz polski. 
Jego prace uwydatniajq wewn~trzne przezycia 
ducha ludzkiego w polqczeniu z mistycyzmem. 
Nad glOwnym oltarzem widzimy Najswi~tszq 
Mari~ Pann~ jako Krolow~ Polski w otoczeniu 
niektorych swi~tych i blogoslawionych polskich, 
a mianowicie : sw. Wojciecha, sw. Stanislawa, 
biskupa i m~czennika , sw. Stanislawa Kostki, 
sw. Andrzeja Boboli , sw. Kazimierza , sw. Jacka, 
sw . Jadwigi , sw. Jana Kantego , blogoslawionej 
Kunegundy , bl. Bronislawy, bl. Czeslawa i bl. 
Wladyslawa z Gielniowa. Pod tym obrazem 
napis: " Krolowo Polskt, modi si~ za nas, miej w 
specjalnej pami~ci polskich katolikow, ktorzy 
Ciebie czczq" . 
Polska rna prawo nazywac Matk~ Bozq 

Krolowq Polski, gdyz taki tytul nadal papiez 
Innocenty XI , na prosb~ krola Jana Kazimierza, 
w roku 1656. Gorqce nabozertstwo do 
Najswi~tszej Dziewicy nadal kwitnie w zyciu 
parafian sw. Wojciecha bez wzgl~du na 
przynaleznosc etnicznq , az do dnia dzisiejszego. 
Jednym z przepi~knych osiqgni~c parafian Sw. 

Wojciecha wespol z innymi polskimi 
parafianami pod kierownictwem ks. Rosiaka 
bylo wystawienie pomnika generalowi 
Kazimierzowi Pulaskiemu, bohaterowi dwoch 
swiatow , Polski i Ameryki, ktory oddal swoje 
zycie w czasie wojny rewolucyjnej o 
niepodleglosc Stanow Zjednoczonych. Ten 
pomnik zostal postawiony w Roger Williams 
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Park w 1953 roku i moze bye ir6dlem dumy calej 
Polonii w Rhode Island. 

Ostatnim duszpasterskim osiqgni~ciem ksi~dza 
Rosiaka bylo ozdobienie okien kosciola 
witrazami. Upi~kszenie swiqtyni, zalozenie 
szkoly, manifestacja spolecznych, kulturalnych i 
patriotycznych czynow , a przede wszystkim 
wlasciwe kierownictwo duchowe ks. Rosiaka 
przez 33 lata duszpasterstwa w parafii Sw. 
Wojciecha zapisalo si~ zlotymi zgloskami w 
pami~ci parafian i przyszlych pokolert. Jego 
akcja charytatywna nie miala granic, 
szczegolnie w pomocy dla polskich ofiar wojny 
przybylych do Providence. Na skutek 
pogarszajqcego si~ stanu zdrowia ks . Rosiak 
zmuszony by! przejsc na emerytur~ w 1965 roku. 
Parafia Sw. Wojciecha byla szcz~sliwa, ze w 

ostatnich latach duszpasterstwa ksi~dza 
Rosiaka ksiqdz Fryderyk W. Slota sluzyl jej 
swojq pomocq jako staly asystent od czerwca 
1961 roku. Ksiqdz Slota urodzil si~ w West 
Warwick, Rhode Island, 2 stycznia 1926 roku. 
Ukortczyl szkol~ parafialnq Matki Boskiej 
Cz~stochowskiej , a potem gimnazjum 
partstwowe w miescie urodzenia. Ks. Slota 
otrzymal stopiert bakalarza sztuk w 1949 roku w 
Kolegium Matki Boskiej w Orchard Lake, 
Michigan , gdzie bra! czynny udzial w roznych 
kolegialnych organizacjach. By! rowniez 
sekretarzem Okr~gu Alumnow Nowej Anglii 
Kolegium Matki Boskiej przez szereg !at; nawet 
obecnie piastuje funkcj~ krajowego dyrektora 
tegoz Okr~gu. Studia teologiczne ukortczyl w 
Seminarium sw. Cyryla i Metodego w Orchard 
Lake, otrzym ujqc stopiert magistra teologii , a 
swi~cenia kaplartskie otrzymal w katedrze sw. 
Piotra i Pawla w Providence z rqk przew. ks. 
biskupa Russella J. McVinney- 30 maja 1953 
roku. 
Pierwszq placowk~ duszpasterskq objql w 

parafii Sw. Jozefa w Central Falls , gdzie 
odznaczyl si~ jako wzorowy ojciec duchowny i 
nauczyciel, organizator i moderator licznych 
grup koscielnych. Przeniesienie ksi~dza Sloty do 
parafii sw . Wojciecha bylo przyj~te z 
entuzjazmem zarowno starszych jak mlodszych 
parafian prowidenckich. Parafia otrzymala 
nowy zastrzyk zycia poprzez rozne dziedziny 
jego pracy duchowej, kulturalnej, 
wychowawczej i spolecznej i mlodziez szybko 
wlqczyla si~ w Organizacj~ Mlodziezy 
Katolickiej - CYO - i swojq zywotnosciq i 
gorliwosciq wyprzedzila inne parafie. Dzi~ki 
kierownictwu, zrozumieniu ducha mlodziezy , 
cierpliwosci i taktowi kaplartskiemu ks. Sloty 
mlodziez parafialna poczula, ze rna w osobie 
mlodego ksi~dza najlepszego ojca, przyjaciela i 
starszego brata . Wspaniale wyniki jego pracy 
wsrod mlodziezy zwrocily uwag~ wladz 
diecezjalnych, ktore powierzyly mu funkcj~ 
regionalnego dyrektora CYO , jak rowniez 



regionalnego kapelana Harcerstwa w 
p6lnocnym rejonie Providence, kt6re piastowal 
przez pi~c lat , oraz regionalnego dyrektora 
Powolan przez dwa lata . Na skutek zapadania na 
zdrowiu ksi~dza Rosiaka ks . biskup powierzyl 
ks. Slocie czasowq administracj~ parafii 26 
pazdziernika 1963 roku , a 18 marca 1965 roku
pelnq. 
Praca administratora obok duchowej to troska 

o dobro materialne parafii . Totei ks. Slota 
wedlug potrzeby odnawia i przerabia 
poszczeg6lne budynki , a wi~c mal'! sal~. tak 
zwanq "annex",dla zebran parafialnych, szkolnq 
sal~ na ulicy Capron i chodniki na gruntach 
parafialnych. Tymczasem klasztor si6str
nauczycielek felicjanek wymagal decyzji: 
wynaj~cie nowego budynku lub zbudowanie 
nowego klasztoru. Parafianie zdecydowali 
wybudowanie nowego i zebrania odpowiedniego 
w tym celu funduszu. Ks. biskup McVinney 
zgodzil si~ na ten projekt. I oto 15 sierpnia 1968 
roku wzruszono ziemi~ pod konwent, a 30 
listopada 1969 roku ks. biskup poswi~cil nowy 
pi~kny i wygodny budynek. Dzisiaj parafianie 
mogq z dumq spoglqdac na godne mieszkanie dla 
czcigodnych si6str felicjanek , kt6re z pelnq 
gorliwosciq pracowaly i pracujq dla dobra 
parafii i szkoly. Mogq r6wniei szczycic si~ , ie w 
roku di a mentowego jubileuszu parafii nie 
obciqza :laden dlug zwiqzany z klasztorem. 
SpoglqdajqC wstecz na lata szescdziesiqte, 
wyniki rzetelnej pracy ks. Sloty rzucajq si~ w 
oczy . Zewn~trzna i wewn~trzna restauracja 
kosciola , zakrystii i sanktuarium wedlug 
wymagan II Soboru Watykanskiego , to wszystko 
podnioslo swiqtyni~ Boiq na wysoki poziom 
estetyczny. Oltarz ofiarny widoczny. Oczy 
wiernych zwr6cone na akcj~ liturgicznq 
celebracji smierci i Zmartwychwstania 
Panskiego . Wielki rzeibiony krzyz nad 
tabernakulum uzupelnia swiadomosc pelnienia 
Najswi~tszej Ofiary . Wszystkie statuy 
odnowione dzi~ki artystycznemu smakowi 
Williama Racewicza , parafianina. Obok 
bocznych oltarzy ks. Slota umiescil dwa 
gustowne oltarzyki. Jeden poswi~cony Matce 
Bozej Cz~stochowskiej , zapoczqtkowany za 
czas6w poprzedniego proboszcza . Koronacja 
statuy Matki Boskiej Cz~stochowskiej , patronki 
Polski i Stan6w Zjednoczonych, w miesiqcu 
maju zajmuje wybitne miejsce w iyciu 
parafialnym. Drugi oltarzyk poswi~cono 
patronowi kosciola , swi~temu Wojciechowi. 
Jego zycie , cnoty i smierc m~zenska za wiar~ 

wskazujq wiernym prawdziwy eel ich iycia. Sw. 
Wojciech - w j~zyku lacinskim zwany Adalbert 
- urodzil si~ w roku 956 w Czechoslowacji, 
konsekrowany na biskupa Pragi w 983 r . 
Chrzescijanstwo jeszcze nie zakorzenilo si~ 
gl~boko w tym kraju , poganskie obyczaje 
podtrzymywaly wladze panstwowe. Po pi~ciu 
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latach nadludzkiego zmagania si~ w pracy 
duszpasterskiej arcybiskup Wojciech opuszcza 
Prag~ i przybywa do Rzymu, otrzymawszy 
zwolnienie z obowiqzk6w pasterza w Pradze. 
Wst~puje do zakonu Benedyktyn6w. Nast~pnie 
jako misjonarz pracuje owocnie na W~rzech. W 
tym czasie kr61 Boleslaw Chrobry zaprasza 
biskupa Wojciecha do nawracania pogan 
zamieszkalych na wybrzeiu Morza Baltyckiego. 
Arcybiskup przyjmuje to zaproszenie i poprzez 
Krakow przebywa drog~ ai pod Gdansk, 
wsz~dzie gloszqc slowo Boze, a swi~tym zyciem 
nawracajqc wielu do Boga. Swojq misj~ 
apostolskq skonczyl on m~czenstwem z rqk 
pogan 23 kwietnia 997 roku. Kr61 Boleslaw 
Chrobry wykupil cialo m~czennika i umiescil w 
katedrze w Gnieznie. Kosci61 swi~ty wyni6sl sw. 
Wojc iecha na oltarze juz w 999 roku. Przypisuje 
si~ sw. Wojciechowi ulozenie piesni do Matki 
Boskiej "Bogurodzica" , z kt6rq na ustach 
rycerstwo szlo do boju w obronie wiary i 
wolnosci . 
Ks . Slota wprowadzil uroczysty obch6d patrona 

parafii w rocznic~ jego smierci. Szczeg6lnym 
obchodem ku czci sw. Wojciecha byla celebracja 
" Odnowy i Przebaczenia" w Roku Swi~tym 1975, 
kiedy z pozostalych czterech parafii polskich 
przybyli pielgrzym i dla okazania, ie " Polonia 
semper fide lis" - " Polska zawsze wierna " . 
Historia naszej parafii bylaby niekompletna , 
gdyby omini~to wzmiank~ o obchodzie 1000-lecia 
Polski Chrzescijanskiej tak zwane 
millennium , kt6re wypadlo w 1966 roku . W 
przygotowaniu do tego obchodu parafia goscila 
od 1962 roku obraz - kopi~ - Ma tki Boskiej 
Cz~stochowskiej , przed kt6rym odprawiano 
nabozenstwa. A w samym roku milenijnym 
odprawiano Godzin~ swi~t'! kazdego 30 dnia 
miesiqca. Ta nowenna przygotowala parafian do 
uroczystego diecezjalnego obchodu millennium 
chrzescijanskiej Polski , kt6ry zakonczyl si~ 30 
maja pontytikalnq mszq swi~tq w katedrze z 
udzialem ks . biskupa McVinney. Gl6wnym 
kaznodziejq i mowcq byl ks. arcybiskup Kr61 z 
Filadelfii , p6iniejszy kardynal. Ks . Slota bral 
czynny udzial w komitetach przygotowujqcych 
ten obchod w katedrze i bankiet w Rhodes . 
Powodzenie tych uroczystosci bylo duie. 

W latach 1963-1967 ksi~zu Slocie pomagali 
dorywczo ojcowie franciszkanie. Ta pomoc byla 
niewystarczajqca i na prosb~ ks . biskupa 
McVmney przybyli do Rhode Island kaplani z 
Towarzystwa Chrystusowego. To Towarzystwo 
bylo zalozone przez ks. kardynala Hlonda w celu 
prowadzenia opieki duszpasterskiej wsr6d 
Polonii zagranicznej. Pierwszym kaplanem z 
tego Towarzystwa , kt6ry objql stanowisko 
asystenta parafii Sw. Wojciecha, byl ks. 
Zbigniew Olbrys, obecnie proboszcz parafii 
Matki Boskiej J asnog6rskiej w Los Angeles, 
California. Od tego czasu czlonkowie Tow. 



Chrystusowego z wielkirn po~ytkiern pracujq w 
parafii. Interesujqce jest to, ~e Towarzystwo 
Chrystusowe , ktore rozpocz~lo prac~ 
duszpasterskq w skrornnyrn stanie Rhode 
Island, obecnie slu~y chlubnie Polonii w wielu 
stamch Arneryki . 

15 grudnia 1970 roku ks . biskup McVinney w 
dowod uznania pracy duszpasterskiej nadal 
ksi~dzu Slocie tytul adrninistratora na 
proboszcza . Parafianie uczcili to wyniesienie 
uroczystyrn bankietern, okazujqc w ten sposob 
swojq wdzi~cznosc za 9lat jego pracy w parafii . 
Nale~aloby dodac, ~e ofiarowane z tej okazji 
prezenty ks . Slota przekazal na fundusz budowy 
klasztoru. Poswi~cenie jego dla sprawy Bo~ej i 
dobra ludu Bo~ego nie rna granic. Mo~na 
widziec ks . Slot~ cz~sto w budynku 
rnagistrackirn w rniescie, uporninajqcego si~ o 
prawa dla ludnosci rnieszkajqcej w okolicach 
Olneyville i Manton i opiek~ policyjnq . Oprocz 
pastoralnych obowiqzkow ch~tnie oddaje swoje 
sily , czas i zdolnosci sqsiadujqcyrn 
organizacjorn, a szczeg6lnie rnlodzie~owym , i 
starszym obywatelorn. · Szczerosc i rzetelna , 
ci~~ka praca dla dobra dusz sobie powierzonych 
zjednala ksi~zu Slocie serca wszystkich. 
Mlodzie~, starsi wiekiern, inwalidzi - oto 
szczeg6lna troska rnlodego proboszcza. Spieszy 
z wielkirn poswi~eniern do chorych i inwalid6w, 
do dorn6w i szpitali, aby udzielac sakrarnent6w 
swi~tych. Organizuje bezplatny przejazd do 
kosciola dla starszych parafian. Durnny jest ze 
swego pochodzenia polskiego i z zapalern 
podtrzymuje tradycje narodowe. Potrafil 
rownie~ rozwiqzac dwuj~zyczne duszpasterstwo, 
rnajqc zawsze na uwadze dobro ludu Bo~ego . 
Ks. Slota z troskliwq opiekq w zachowaniu 

ducha i kultury polskiej zostaje gl6wnym 
orga nizatorern Koordynacyjnego Kornitetu 
Polonii w tyrn stanie , kt6ry rna na celu 
urzqdzanie polonijnych uroczystosci i obchodow 
oraz udzielanie stypendiow dla student6w z 
kolegiow . Poza tyrn jest przewodniczqcym 
Polsko-Etnicznego Podkornitetu na stan Rhode 
Island w 1976 roku. 
Jedna z gl6wnych atrakcji to parafialny piknik , 

rnajqcy gl6wnie na celu zebranie fundusz6w na 
potrzeby parafialne. Przyciqga on nie tylko ludzi 
z Rhode Island, ale rownie~ z sqsiednich stan6w. 
Glowna atrakcja to ludowy taniec w 
oryginalnych strojach ludowych w wykonaniu 
rnlodzie~y szkolnej. 
Ubiegle siedern !at pracy duszpasterskiej ks. 

Sloty, ktore doprowadzily do obchodu 75-lecia 
zalo~enia parafii, zaznaczyly si~ wielkirn 
post~pern. Dzi~ki wyt~~onej pracy i poswi~ceniu 
ks. Sloty oraz przy wsp61udziale parafian dobrej 
woli parafia Sw. Wojciecha wzbogacila si~ na 
wielu polach . Wedlug statystyki , liczba parafian 
powi~kszyla si~ w porownaniu z liczbq sprzed 25 
lat. Duch Bozy panujqcy w parafii rnierzy si~ 
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powolaniarni do stanu duchownego. A oto irniona 
tych , ktorzy z parafii Sw. Wojciecha poswi~cili 
swoje ~ycie dla sprawy Bo~ej, przyjrnujqc 
swi~cenia kaplanskie: ks . Kazirnierz 
Andruszkiewicz, ks . Wladyslaw Zebrowski , ks. 
John Rainone i ks . Kenneth Suibielski . Nazwiska 
tych, ktorzy slubowali slu~yc Bogu w 
Zgrornadzeniach Zakonnych: 1) w 
Zgrornadzeniu Braci Cjrzescijanskich: brat 
Piotr Lagunowicz; 2) w Zgrornadzeniu Si6str 
Felicjanek : siostry Joan Marie Swierzb, Mary 
Bernadette Mucha, Mary Edmund Dzienkowska 
i Mary Lawrence Lojko ; 3) w Zgrornadzeniu 
Siostr Zrnartwychwstanek: siostry Michaela 
Stoklosa i Bernadette Kruszyna ; 4) w 
Zgrornadzeniu Dorninikanek : siostra Wirginia 
Mary Racewicz i 5) w Zgrornadzeniu Siostr 
Franciszkanek siostra Hedwig Pawluc . Fizyczne 
oblicze parafii rno~e bye zrnierzone, liczba 
parafian obliczona, ale prawdziwe oblicze 
parafii to ~ycie chrzescijanskie, to harrnonijna 
wsp61praca, to wspolne dq~enie do swi~tosci. 
Parafia Sw. Wojciecha rno~e bye przykladern 

tego prawdziwego oblicza. Dlatego wszyscy 
parafianie Sw. Wojciecha,durnni z dokonanych 
dziel w przeszlosci, z gorqcq nadziejq spoglqdajq 
w swietlanq przyszlosc . 

SZKOLA SWIF;TEGO 
WOJCIECHA 

W arnerykanskirn systernie ~ycia parafia 
rzyrnskoka tolickiego Kosciola bez wlasnej 
szkoly nie jest w stanie wychowac rnlodzie~y w 
duchu prawdziwie religijnym . Jednorazowe 
udzielanie nauki religii nie zastqpi szkoly, w 
ktorej nauczanie wszystkich przedmiotow jest 
owiane atrnosferq religijnq, gdzie znajduje si~ 
biblioteka obfita w ksiq~ki religijne, gdzie 
ozdobienie sal szkolnych naprowadza rnlodzie~ 
do Bog a, gdzie praktykowane Sq : rnodlitwa 
przed i po lekcjach , przyjrnowanie Sakrarnentow 
swi~tych w pierwsze piqtki rniesiqca , 
odprawianie rekolekcji wielkanocnych, 
przygotowanie do Pierwszej Kornunii Swi~tej. 
Tote~ parafianie Sw. Wojciecha oraz dwaj jej 

pierwsi proboszczowie, ks. Wojciech Duczrnal i 
ks. Piotr Switala, usilowali od sarnego zarania 
powstania parafii zalo~yc szkol~. Niestety, na 
skutek trudnosci finansowych to pragnienie bylo 
nierno~liwe do zrealizowania. Dzieci w wieku 
szkolnyrn otrzyrnywaly tylko jednogodzinnq 
instrukcj~ religii, a dzi~ki pani Aleksandrze 
Chrnielewskiej - nauk~ j~zyka polskiego. 
Dopiero ks . Bronislawowi Rosiakowi udalo si~ 
zalo~enie szkoly, poczqtkowo dla nauki religii i 
j~zyka polskiego . Szkola w takirn stanie trwala 
od 28listopada 1937 roku do 21 czerwca 1946 roku , 
a od tego roku do 1954 ze wszystkirni 
przedmiotarni nauczania. 
Nauczycielkarni byly wielebne siostry 



felicjanki z prowincji Enfield, Connecticut. 
Szkola ta miescila si~ w trzech budynkach: w 
salce Annex, klasztorze i szkole publicznej na 
ulicy Putnam. Od 1954 roku cala szkola ju:t 
miescila si~ w bylym budynku policyjnym przy 
ulicy Chaffee w liczbie 230 dzieci. Wielebne 
siostry felicjanki zabraly si~ do pracy z calym 
zapalem, aby szkol~ postawic na wysokim 
poziomie nauczania. Wyniki ich pracy byly 
wspaniale . Wielu bylych studentow i studentek 
otrzymalo stypendia, konczylo studia wy:tsze z 
odznaczeniem ; a dzisiaj SCI ksi~:tmi , 
zakonnicami , doktorami, in:tynierami , 
nauczycielami , oficerami i piel~gniarkami . 
Dzi~ki staraniom wielebnych siostr mlodzie:t 
urzqdzala i urzqdza ro:tne przedstawienia , 
szczegolnie w okresie swiqt. 
W okresie administracji ksi~dza Fryderyka 

Sloty dokonano wielu ulepszen klas szkolnych i 
sali. Zostala zalo:tona pi~kna biblioteka , 
poswi~cona 6 stycznia 1966 roku. Z powodu 
zmniejszonej liczby siostr felicjanek szkola Sw. 
Wojciecha zostala polqczona ze szkolq Blessed 
Sacrament na jeden rok szkolny 1971/ 1972. 
Jednak to polqczenie nie dalo zadowalajqcych 
rezultatow. Tote:t w 1972 roku ponownie dzieci 
wrocily do dawnego budynku szkolnego, w 
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liczbi e 121. 
W roku diamentowego jubileuszu liczba dzieci 

szkolnych wynosi 118, a grono nauczycielskie 
stanowiq cztery siostry felicjanki , trzech 
nauczycieli swieckich, dwoch ksi~:ty: ks . Slota 
wykladajqcy nauk~ religii w 7 i 8 stopniu i ks . 
Drzal uczqcy j~zyka polskiego . Nale:taloby 
dodac, :te szkola Sw. Wojciecha nadal zdobywa 
nagrody. W 1976 roku sposrod 7 nagrod stanu 
Rhode Island w konkursie na plakat dla 
Automobile Association 3 nagrody zdobyli nasi 
studenci . W dziedzinie wiedzy 7 studentow 
otrzymalo nagrody National Association of 
Science Teachers za kompozycj~ : "Wczesne 
uprzem yslowienie stanu Rhode Island" . 
Rownie:t 3 panienki zdobyly czteroletnie 
stypendium w St. Xavier's Academy w 
Providence . Aczkolwiek obecny budynek szkolny 
wydaje si~ bye skromny, to jednak szkola Sw. 
Wojciecha jest znana w ro:tnych wy:tszych 
szkolach z wysokiego poziomu nauczania i 
wzorowego wychowania mlodzie:ty . 
Trzeba podkreslic , ze szkola Sw. Wojciecha, 
piel~gnujqc pi~kne polskie zwyczaje i obchody 
religijno -narodowe , przeszczepia bogactwo 
kultury polskiej na wspanialq ziemi~ 
Waszyngtona. 

Cub Scouts & Patrol Leaders 

jubilee Banquet Committee 



ASSOCIATE PASTORS AND VOCATIONS 

o Rev. Stanley Drzal, S. Chr. o Rev. Canon Bronislaus Szymanski t Rev. Casimir D. Andruszkiewicz 

l Rev. John Rainone t Rev. Kenneth Suibielski 

l Brother Peter Lagonowicz, F.S .C. l Sr. M. Lawrence Lojko, C.S .S.F. l Sr. M. Edmund Dzienkowski , C.S.S.F. 

t Sr. Joan Marie Swierzb, C.S.S.F. t Sr. M. Bernardine Mucha, C.S.S.F. l Sr. Michaela Stoklosa, C.R. 

t Sr. Bernadette Kruszyna , C.R. t Sr. Mary Hedwig Pawluc, F.M.M. t Sr. Virginia Mary Racewicz, O.P. 
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HISTORY OF THE ROSARY SODALITY 
Shortly aft e r the fou nding of St. Adalbert 's pa rish, the Rosa ry 
Soda lit v was found ed in 1903 bv Rev. Ada lbe rt Duczma l. Mrs. 
Aleksa1idra C hmielewska was e l ~c ted as the first pres ident. T he 
purposf' of the Rosary Soda lity was to he lp support the church 
and Catholi c organi za tions and to benefit me mbers both 
sp iritua ll y and th ro ugh mutual aid . 

During World War ll, fin ancial aid was sent to Poland . Afte r 
the wa r, packages we rP sent to Po land to he lp the need y. The 
'ocietv has a lso ra ised fund s fo r church and conve nt renova tions. 
Numrrous socia l fun ctions an · also he ld by th l" Rosay Sodality 
such as the Easte r "swi pconka," a Moth f' r's Day breakfast, and 
bi ngos . Th e members also help in the p repa ration of food for the 
annua l pa rish picnic and socials. 

Meetings are he ld monthly following services in church. The 
Sodality also holds a " living rosary" in church in Octobe r in 
memory of deceased members . 

ROSARY SOCIETY 
C urre nt membership is 85. It is inte res ting to note tha t a few 

of the older members have faithfull y be longed to the Rosa ry 
Sodality for more than 60 yea rs, including one member who has 
be longed for 70 yea rs. 

Present Office rs: Pres ident- Mrs. Juli a McFadden ; Vice Pres. 
- Mrs. Genevieve Najarian ; Secretary-Miss Stas ia Domnarski ; 
Treasure r-IV1iss Jan Przestrze lski . 

ST. ADALBERT'S SCHOOL BOARD 
In 1965, a parish school board was set up by Fathe r Slota. The 
purpose of thi s group is to coordinate with the pastor and prin
ci pal the maintenance of standa rds of education se t by law in 
the interest of our students and facult y. The present me mbers 
are Mrs. Regina Miga , ch.1irpe rson, Mrs. Diane Van Dale, Mr. & 
Mrs. Steven Chrabaszcz, Mr. David Stepka, Rev. Frede ri ck V. 
Slota, and Siste r M. Jeanne tte, C. S.S.F., principal. 
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HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
The present Holy Name Soci ety had its ori g ins in the Sacred 
Heart SociPtv fo unded in 1910 whpn RPv. AdalbPrt Duczmal 
was pas tor. The first p res ident was John Piekars ki . This socie ty 
disbanded in 1920 but a yea r late r junior and senior H oly Name 
Societi es were organized . The fundamenta l objectives of the 
Society are to instill in its members the importa nce of freque nt 
H oly Communion and devo tion and reve rence for the H oly 
Na me of God . 

The first pres ident of the Junior H oly Name Socie ty was John 
Klimasze wski and one of its important goa ls was to keep the 
young men active in parish acti vities. The socie ty was 
reo rganized again in 1925 as a Benefit Socie ty al so. In that yea r 
the re we re 64 men in the Se nior division and 82 men in the 
Junior di vision. 

In 1967 the society ceased to be a benefit organi za tion and 
became affiliated with the Nationa l H oly Name Socie tv. Its pur
pose is to promote the spi ritu al we lfa re of the men of the parish, 
to he lp them mai ntain a more intimate pa rti cipa tion in the life 
of the church, to coopera te with the Diocesa n nion of Holy 
Name Socie ti es, and to pe rform specia l works ass ig ned to it by 
the Pastor. Andrew Zajac served the Socie ty as the longe3 t SN V

ing pres ident. l7 yrs. C urrent membership is 75. Present of
fi ce rs: Pres ident - Willi am C. Lukas ie wicz, Vice President
James Le pre, Secreta ry-Albert Vallese. Treasure r-William 
Cali se, Mode rator- Rev. Frederick V. Slota. 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY 
Established in St. Adalbert 's Pa rish on December 12, 1965 by 
the Reverend Frede ri ck V. Slota. The objective of thi s Socie ty is 
to Provide aid to the need y and poor in the pa ri sh. The Society 
members a lso furni sh spiritual assistan ce and engage in special 
works on the parish leve l. Presentl y the re are 12 members in the 
Socie ty. The first offi ce rs we re: President Walte r Andruchuk; 
Vice-Pres ident-Aioysius Szocki ; Secretary-Stanley Zamoida ; 
Treasure r- Louis Rainone, Sr. Present Officers are: President
Alexande r Ulbin; Vice-President-Louis Rainone ; Secre tary
William Lukasiewicz; Treasurer-Jose ph Cumula. 
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TIIJRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS FRATERNITY 
Th .. Third Order of St. Francb 11·as •·stah li ~ hed in Sl. Adall)l'rt" s 
" '' Juh 22. 19-'38 ll\ till' Rt ·,·•·n ·ud l't•tn S\\"itala. The Rt ' \I ' IT!Ill 
s..J;a,tian Dlit ·lski : 0 . F \I -Provinc ial Commi"an pn·sickd . 
Tlw Third Ordl'r is a , . .,nw1uuit1· .,f na•n and IIOIIll' n in tlw 
11orld 11 ho "·ek to patll'rn their li;,.~ after tiH· idt'al s of ~I. Fran 
cis ol :\ "hi. TIH'I are ca lled Tertiari<·s or l.a1 Francisca m . The 
lllt'n.IH·rs bel it 'll; that '" human beings and . as C:hristiam tht'l 
'"" t' a 1 t'l"\ no bit• n>catio n. Tht ·l 11 ish to \Ill it<· \\"ith otht·r' t~> 
forll\ a l'< ll-1111\llllitl or frat1 ·rnit1 · that 11 ill lwlp thl'll\ in tl1eir 
spirit ual formation Like· St. Franci ~. the1 hal 'l' a spt•cia llovl' for 
Saned ~cripture. '''Pl'C.ialh tilt' C:mpel 11 hich_ is th<·ir rule ollifc. 
Tlw lir' t Ofli c<· r' ll'en· l'reft.ct-t\nit•la llielska : \ ' i•·•·- Preil'ct
ll .. lt ·na C!t'l' ll. St•cre tan and Treasurn-Stelania An 
drukit'll il'l i'n ''l' llt Offic,"•rs Prdt·<·t-\lan· De\lt·o : \ "icl'
l' rdt•<·t- -\nn a Ra illtlllt ': St•(Tetan - \largktritt• c:oiiiHlr\ : 
Tn•a\llrt 'r-\ lildred J.: ell1 

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATI0;\1 
The Ca tholi c Youth Organization (C:YO ) ll 'as organizt•d and l'S
tahli shed in St. Adalbert" s Parish on Au!{ust 17, 1961 ll\ the 
Reverend Frederick \ '. Slota. Tlw C YO offe rs a l'aried program 
of spiritual. cultural. socia l. a thleti c a nd sodal action activities 
for the l'outh in the parish. Parochial and intc r-parbh acti,·ities 
art' frequent a nd most advantageous to the members . The first 
offict•rs of St. Adalbl'rt"s CYO wer<' : PrPsid,,nt-Jn"·ph 
Dobosz1 ns ki : \'icc-Preside nt- Jani ce Karol I: Secretan·-Angela 
Kaskie\\"icz : Treasurer-Edward Bogdan . 
The Present Officers are : President-Charles Baglt·l·: \"i ce
Prt>sid f' nt-llenrv Kozlowski : Secretari'-Katln· Bouchard : 
Treasurc·r-Janll'S Palumho. · · 
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ST. ADALBERT'S PARISH COU;\ICIL 
St. Adallwrt"s l'ari'h Council originated in Ja nuarl ol 1911 
through th e initiati1 c· of tlw lkvercnd Frl'dl'rick \ '. Slota Thl' 
Pari'h Con neil h a n·pre"'ntati l'l' group of par i,hionl'rs. pric·sts 
and n· li~ioll' ll'hll 11ork ll"ith tlw pa,tor rpga rdin~ idt•as. d ,·,irl's 
and needs t>f th e parish :1nd communit1 . It s llll'mlll'rs an· e ll'('ll'd 
b~ thl' parishionl'rS. The C:o11ncil plans d"ft·clill' and practica l 
ll'a" of llll'l'ting the spirit11al and ll'mporallll'l'ds ot thl' pa ri sh . 
It ~d ... o <'ll<.'IHtragl's coopt>ration a !ll (lll}.!: all parbh or.C: <.t ni7a lion.., 
:111d comnHnlitl ).(rtllliJ' in 11orking out programs to fulfill tht•ir 
miss ion . Tht·n· are 19 llll'lnlwrs in tlw Parish Council. 
Till' first offi c<' r' of tlw l'a rbh Counci l 1\l' rt' : Presidt·nt-Walll'r 
,\ndrul'huk. Sr.: \'in· Prt'sicknt-\' inccnt Balk>nl : Sl'crl'lan -
1 n·n<' Nieratko : Trl'aSIIrt ' r-A ir·xa nder L' lbin . Thl' pn·s•· nt ·of
fi cl'r' an• : Pn·,idl'nt-Stanl<' l lla lk um: \"il'c-Prl'sident 
.-\lmsills Swl'ki : St'cret an-llclen Pietruszka : Tn·a, url'r
Staillt'l l'ri!>la\\"a . Thl' r>ari;h Plannin~ Coordinate"·' aw : 
\\ ' illi aill Lukasie\\"icz and Irene \iiPratko.' 

SAINT ADALBERT'S CHOIR 
St. Adalbert 's choir was fornwd earil- in thl' histon of till' parish . 
From the tim P whe11 St. Adallwrt·~ · wa s organized until the ad
vent of tllC' Fl'lician Sisters in 19-37, the position of organist Ill!> 
held h1· n1rious parishioners . From approximate!~ - 1937 until the 
latl' 1960's. various Felicians Sist('rs S('rved as organists and 
directt•d tl1l' dwir. Presentl1· tht· chid organist is ~lr. John 0 . Pr
z,·bvlowicz ass isted h1· lllr. H en ri' Kozlowski and llliss Jud i" 
Owens. Thl' choir lhlS .JO nwmbers . It has distinguished it s.- lf not 
only during masses a nd devotions at St. Adalbert"s with 
beautiful IT'ndit ions of Polish and Engli sh hl'mns. but a lso in 
state wide t•vent s with othl'r choirs rt·pres<·nting Polonia . 



PARENT TEACHERS' ASSOCIATIO 
St. Ad allw rfs P.T. A. has its o ri g ins in the Mothe r's C lub 
founded in 1947 by Fa the r Ros ia k. La tC' r it d eveloped into the 
Ladies Guild a nd re ma ined fun ctiona l undC' r that na me until 
1966. In Septembe r of 1967 it became th C' Pa re nt T Padwr' s 
Assoc iati on of St. Ada lbert' s C hurc h. 

T he ma in objecti ves of the P. T. A. a re to coordina te th P 
'Piritua l a nd ed uca ti onal forces of th e home a nd school in a 
progra m of Ca tholi c child training a nd to ass ist the school in 
" ' pp lying boo ks, c lass room necess iti es , a nd sc hool im
proveme nts. 

The P.T.A . has had a long line of offi cers over the years. Th P 
first Pre, idc nt was 1-. l rs. Gt·rmaine Miklosz. 

Cu rre ntl v the offi ce rs are: 
Mrs. Fra n ·(Czerni cki ) Martin- Pres idmt 
Mrs. Stefa nic (Ja rosz ) Nota rianni-Vice Pres . 
Mrs. Doroth y (Polu binski ) Pristawa- Secre ta ry 
Mrs. Maureen (Swepney) Saroka- Treasurer 

ST. ADALBERT'S SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 
Fa tiH' r Slo ta's conce rn for the senio r membe rs of the pa rish led 
to tlw organi zation of th e pa rish 's Senior C itize ns C lub on 
Ma rch 10, 1974. The fi rs t pres ide nt was Miss Ge ra ldine 
Kruszyna. She was vt' l'}' iu stru me nta l in obta ining the charte r 
a nd st•curing man y new me mbe rs. Th e club meets monthly at 
the pa ri sh hall wh e re gues t spea ke rs inform the me mbe rs of the 
va rious be nefits to which they nrc e ntitl ed to from loca l and 
fed era l governm ent and the m~·a ns to secure such be nefits. Al so 
va ri ous socia l aciti viti es a re conducted at these meetings and 
tri ps a nd excursio ns pl a nned . The me mbe rs a lso meet weekl y for 
st•wing and craft s which are sold at th C' pa rish picni c. This 
organiza ti on rece ived its cha rte r in Se ptembe r of 1975. The 
curre nt me mbershi p is 54. 
Prese nt offi ce rs are: 
Preside nt-Alexa nde r U lbin 
Vi ce PrC's ide nt-M rs. Rose Bre lsford 
Treas ure r-Mildred Ke ll v 
Sec re ta ry-La ura Sowa ' 
Mode ra tor-Rev. F rede ric k V. Slota 
Adviso r-Siste r Ma ry Ca nta li cia, C .S.S. F. 
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POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION 
ST. ADALBERT SOCIETY GROUP 232 

St. Adalbe rt 's Socie ty, one of the oldes t in the parish . was 
organi zed on January I , 1904. The first preside nt was Wince nt y 
Ja rocki a nd the first secre ta ry was Wincenty Balkun . The socie ty 
is pa rt of the Polish Roma n Catholi c U nion which is the oldes t 
Poli sh frate rna l benefit socie ty in the U nited Sta tes. The main 
pu rpose of th e soc iety was to defe nd the Ca tholic fa ith a nd 
foste r cultura l ad va nceme nt among Poles ; as we ll as, providing 
its mC' mbe rs with insura nce benefits. On the loca l leve l, the 
Socil'l v conducts va ri o us cultura l and social t•ve nts in connection 
with va rious Polish re li gio us a nd national holida ys . 

The society mee ts eve ry second Sunda y of the month a nd it 
has a mem bNship of I 00. 
Edwa rd Zvc h- PrC'side nt 
Jozef Ekstowicz-Vice PrC's ide nt 
Alojzy Szocki-T reas urer 
Ja n Zvch-Secre ta rv 
C ha pfain : Rev. Frederick V. Slo ta 
Auditors: 

Stanislaw Kozlowski 
Fcliks Zys kowski 

Jubilee Liturgical Committee 

Ushers & Collectors 
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Felician Sisters Currently Serving at 
St. Adalbert's 

Sr. Mary Jeanette Piorkowski 
(Principal and Superior) 

Sr. Mary Agnes Gazda 
Sr. Theresa Marie Grochowski 
Sr. Mary Dolores Niwinski 
Sr. Mary Cantalicia Filip 
Sr. Mary Frances Polowniak 
Sr. Mary Benvenuta Gusciora 

Present Lay Faculty 

Mr. Joseph A. Chrostowski 
Mrs. Margaret Santos 
Mr. John Moran 

Sisters Who Served In St. Adalbert Parish 
Providence, R.I. from 1937 to 1976 

Superiors & Principals 

Sister Ann Marie Ciulik 
Sister Mary Carissima Ewanowski 
Sister Mary Arcoline Jablonski 
Sister Mary Monica Domurat 
Sister Mary Terentia Winier 
Sister Mary Dulcine Bartosiak 
Sister Mary Carmeline Figura 
Sister Mary Maximia Baron 
Sister Mary Hyacinth Kotlarczyk 
Sister Joan Marie Swierzb 

Other Sisters 

Sister Mary Fidelia Piwowar 
Sister Mary Alexander Mazur 
Sister Mary Casilda Wilk 
Sister Rosemary Zawada 
Sister Mary De Paul Dubiel 
Sister Mary Rose Kruszewski 
Sister Mary Laureann Alexandrowicz 
Sister Mary Norbertine Jaracz 
Sister Theresa Mary Gondek 
Sister Mary Sylvine Kotlarczyk 
Sister Mary Floritta Biedron 
Sister Mary Celestine Kaczor 
Sister Mary Raymond Rutkowski 
Sister Mary Flavia Walenciej 
Sister Mary Zenobia Wisniewska 
Sister Mary Eudoxia Surowiec 
Sister Mary Benigna Kitrys 
Sister Mary Liboria Starzec 
Sister Mary Adolpha Wojtaszek 
Sister Mary Irene Faszcza 
Sister Mary Florence Pelczynki 
Sister Sophia Wanda M. Stapor 
Sister Mary Edward Cwiok 
Sister Mary Aline Manski 
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Sister Mary Ryzeria Halat 
Sister Mary Cyrilla Prokop 
Sister Mary Berard Szetela 
Sister Estelle Marie Gasiciel 
Sister Mary Clarence Strzepek 
Sister Rose Julie M. Niemcewicz 
Sister Mary Alcantara Wojtyto 
Sister Mary Apollonia Niksa 
Sister Mary Lauda Brozycka 
Sister Mary Tarsilia Puchta 
Sister Mary Lucilda Nowakowski 
Sister Mary Gerard Rusek 
Sister Anna Maria Swiniarski 
Sister Mary Veronica Zacharczyk 
Sister Mary Valerie Grabowska 
Sister Mary Sylvestra Konicka 
Sister Mary Barbara Twarog 
Sister Mary Juliana Deptuch 

Pastors 

Rev. Adalbert Duczmal 1902-1920 
Rev. Peter Switala 1920-1934 
Rev. Bronislaus S. Rosiak 1934-1965 
Rev. Frederick V. Slota 1970-present 
Administrator pro tempore 1963- 1965 
Administrator 1965-1970 

Assistants 

Rev. Peter P. Dobek 
Rev. Andrew Baj 
Rev . Stanley Kowalski 
Rev. Casimir Andruszkiewicz 
Rev. Eugene Konopka 
Rev. Bronislaw Szymanski 
Rev. Frederick V. Slota 
Franciscan Fathers, 0. F. M. 
Rev. Zbigniew Olbrys , S. Ch. 
Rev. Francis Szczykutowicz, S. Ch. 
Rev. Marian Ogorek, S. Ch. 
Rev. Zygmunt Ostrowski, S. Ch. 
Rev. Stanislaw Drzal, S. Ch. 

Priestly Vocations from the Parish 

Rev. Casimir D. Andruszkiewicz 
Rev. Dr. Walter M. Zebrowski 
Rev. John Rainone 
Rev. Kenneth Suibielski 

Religious Vocations from the Parish 

Religious Order of Christian Brothers
Peter Lagonowicz 
Felician Sisters-
Sr. M. Lawrence LojkoSr. M. Edmund 
Dzienkowski 
Sr. Joan Marie Swierzb 
Sr. M. Bernardine Mucha 



Sisters of the Resurrection- School age children 
Sr. Michaella Stoklosa 7 to 12 511 
Sr. Bernadette Kruszyna (deceased ) 13 to 16 147 
Franciscan Sisters of Mary- Baptisms 28 
Sr. M. Hedwig Pawluc Confirmation 168 
Dominican Sisters First Communion 51 
Sr. Virginia Mary Racewicz Marriages 13 

St. Adalbert's Trustees Societies: 
Holy Rosary (Mothers ) 82 

John Chmielewski 1902-1922 Holy Rosary (Girls ) 71 
Louis Balczun 1902-1922 Children of Mary 104 
Kazmierz Lozowski 1922-1928 Sacred Heart (boys ) 65 
Adalbert Boron 1922-1929 Senior Holv Name 36 
Adolf Kulmacz 1929-1930 Junior Holy Name 60 
Paul Damutz 1930-1966 
Francis A. Czernicki 1967-1972 4. 1952 Golden Jubilee Year 
Joseph Piekarski 1930-Present Souls 1042 
Stanley Pristawa 1973-Present Adults 807 

Parish Statistics Children 235 
Baptisms 33 

l. 1902-founding year Marriages 14 
Number of parishioners: l' 100 Funerals 18 

St. Adalbert School Age Children Ages 7 to 12 177 
Miss ion to Central Falls 570 Societies: 
Miss ions to Woonsocket & Manville 300 Senior Holy Name 58 
Missions to Natick llO Junior Holy Name 69 
Missions to Quidnick 400 Holy Rosarv 185 
Baptisms-St. Adalbert's 87 Third Order 27 
Confirmed-St. Adalbert's 168 Children of Mary 29 
First Communion-St. Adalbert's 7 St. Stanislaus 54 
Marriages-St. Ada I bert's 49 

5. 1977 75th Jubilee 
2. 1909-vear new church was dedicated on Number of families 475 

Ridge Street Total number of parishioners 1,547 
Number of parishioners 1,800 Children under 18 340 
Baptisms 137 Adults 1,207 
First Communion 14 Baptisms 14 
Marriages 48 Marriages 2 

Funerals 27 
3. 1927-25 jubilee year First Communion 15 

Number of parishioners 1,468 Confirmations 26 
(323 families) 

Oil • 

J uhi1ee Souvenir Book Committee Altar Bovs Parish Picnic Committee 
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SPECIAL BENEFACTORS 

In Loving Memory of my Husband , Julian Jaron 

In \1ernory of my Parents, Feliks and Emi lia Kloza 

In \1emorv of Michael and Michalina Jaron 

In \1cmon· of Henry and Rose Brousseau 

By: Jennie Jaron 

In Memory of 1\'lr. & Mrs. Louis & Anna Wasilewski & Son John 

In Memorv of Mr. & i\1rs. Joseph & Adela Marciniak 

B, : Dr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wasilewski 

A GIFT OF 

ST. ADALBERT'S HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
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SPECIAL GIFTS 

REVEREND FREDERICK V. SLOTA 

REVEREND BRONISLAUS SZYMANSKI 

ST. ADALBERT'S ROSARY SODALITY 

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Lukasiewicz & Sons 

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Lukasiewicz Jr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Lukasiewicz 

MEMORIALS 

In Loving Memory of my wife Hildur E. Salkum 

By: Stanley R. Balkum 

Jn Memory of Anthony and Elizabeth Urbanowicz 

By: Charles S. Meine! Family 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Rainone and Mr. Alfred Tremblay 

By: Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Rainone 
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BENEFACTORS 

GIFT OF 

REVEREND 
CASIMIR D. ANDRUSZKIEWICZ 

ST. JOSEPH'S PARISH 
Central Falls, Rhode Island 

i\lr. & /\Irs. Vincent J. Balkun & 
Daughters 

Barbara & Carol 

Louis and Stefania Czech 

1\lr. & \Irs . Thomas Dolan & Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward P. Plaziak 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Prisco & Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Chester W. Siok 

i\1r. & 1\lrs. Edward Stepka and 
daughter Marianne 

i\1 r. & Mrs . Stanley Zamoida 
& Family 

PARENT TEACHERS ' 
ASSOCIATION 

MEMORIALS 

In Memorv of 
Joseph and Mary 'Aniszewski 

By : Alexander Aniszewski 

For all deceased Members of 
Bujnarowski & Baginski Families 
B~' : i\1 r. & Mrs. Wallace Baginski 

In Memory of all deceased members 
of Cichon & Fidrych Families 

By : Cichon and Matthew Fidrych 
Families 
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In Memory of Jan Fidrych & Sophie 
Maksvmowicz 

By: Mrs. Anna Fidrych and children 

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. John 
Gumula 

By : Gumula and Zapasnik Family 

In Memory of Jarocki and Mikianis 
Family 

By: Mr. · & Mrs. Stanley Jarocki 



Benefactors-Memorials (continued) 

In Memory of Alfonso and Angelina 
Chiaverini 

By: 1\1 r. & Mrs. Chester Kloza 

In Memorv of our Parents Antoni 
and Ten'dora Kruszyna, Sister 

Amelia , Brothers Peter and Stanley 
By : Kruszyna Fami ly 

In Loving Memory of Walter 
McFadden 

fh: Wife Julia , children ancy & 
John 

In Memory of Husband Frank 
Mucha and Czerwonka Family 

By: Mrs. Sophie Mucha and children 

In-Memory of Ignacy Bancuk and 
Franciszek Nieratko Families 

By: Mr. & Mrs. R. Stanley Nieratko 

In Memory of 
Feliks & Stefania Andrukiewicz 
Michael & Apolon ia Osenkoski 

Stanislaw & Albina Gromko 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Felix Osenkoski 

In Memory of Mrs. Sophie Fidrych 
By : Mr. & Mrs. Fra nk Sicard 

In Loving Memory of Husband Dr. 
Edmund Sydlowski 

By Mrs. Mae S. Syd lowski 

In Memory of Ulbin and Babilewicz 
Familv 

Rv: r-.1r. & Mrs. A l~xander Ulb in 

In Loving Memory of Husband 
Edv.:ard Winiarski 

By : Leonarda Winiarski 

In Memory of H usban·d Stanislaw 
Zawadzki 

By: Stanislawa Zawadzki 

In Memorv of all deceased members 
o( the Zuba Family 

By: John P and Thomas J Zuba 

In Memorv of 
Peter and Aniela P~zybeylowicz 

By: Mr. Joseph R. Przybylowicz 
(Parkinson Agency ) 

COMMERCIAL 

GIFT OF 
S & A PRINTING COMPANY, INC. 
9 Thelma Street No. Providence, R.I. 
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PATRONS 

GIFT OF 

MR. & MRS. LLOYD C. BIDDLE 

MR. & MRS. ALBERT BROUSSEA U 

MR. & MRS. MICHAEL CZERNIA WSKI 

MR. & MRS. JAN JAROSZ 

MR. & MRS. STANISLAW KOWAL 

MR. & MRS. MATTHEW LYSIK 

MR. STANLEY MROZIEWICZ 

POLISH NATIONAL HOME ASSOCIATION 
Polski Dom Narodowy 

MR & MRS. JOSEPH SAROKA 

MR. & MRS. JOSEPH RUPACZ 

MR & MRS. FRANK SUP! SKI 

MR & MRS. WITOLD SULEWSKI 

EUGENIA ZUKOWSKI 

MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Feliks and Marianna Andruszkiewicz 
By: Miss Josephine Andruszkiewicz 

In Loving Memory of Husband Eugene J. Andruszkiewicz 
By: Wife Stella Andruszkiewicz 

In Memory of Babilewicz Family 
By: Stanley Babilewicz 

In Loving Memory of Wife Leona Bartels 
By : Husband Frederick Bartels 
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In Memory of Fallens Family 
By: Mrs. Helen Fallens 

In Memory of deceased husband Julian Grabiec 
By: Mrs. Joanna Grabiec 

In Memory of Henryk Godek 
By: Stanley & Zofia Grivers & Family 

In Memory of Sophie Fidrych 
By: Relatives and Friends 

In Memory of Jaskiewicz Family 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Jaskiewicz 

In Memory of Janina Lacki 
By: Boleslaw Lacki and children 

In Loving Memory of Husband John T. Lyons 
By: Wife Mary S. Lyons and children 

In Memory of Walenty and Veronica Soltysiak 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Plociak 

In Memory of Son Richard Marold 
By: Parents Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Marold 

In Memory of Dominik Siedzik 
By: Catherine E. Riley & Julia St. Peter 

In Memory of Vincent & Ludwika Sotn ik 
Walenty & Veronica Soltysiak 

By: Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Sotnik 

In Memory of John P. Szyd lowski 
By: Mrs. Helen Szydlowski 

In Memory of Dziekonski and Golembiewski Fami li es 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Whitney 

In Memory of Thomas Witzkievitch 
By: Family, Relatives & Friends 

In Memory of Stefania Zych 
By: Husband Edward & children Christine, John , Edward Jr. 
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SPONSORS ST. ADALBERT'S JUBILEE FUND 

GIFT OF 

Stanislawa Andruchuk 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Andruchuk 
Miss Josephine Andruszkiewicz 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Antos 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Archambault 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Arnold 
Mr. & Mrs. Alojzy Baginski 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles H . Bagley 
Charles & Maude Bailey 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Balkum. 
Mr. & Mrs. Wincenty J. Balkum 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bankas 
Stanislaw & Danuta Barzykowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Belanger 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanislaw Bielawski 

Mr. Adalbert Binkowski 
Marya , Anya, Karol Blaszkow 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bogdan 

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Bouchard & Janet 
Mrs. Stephanie Broderick 

Mrs . Mary Chrabaszcz 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Chrostowski & Genevieve 

John & Melania Chrzanowski 
Honorable Vincent A. Cianci, Jr. Mayor Of Providence 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Comella 
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Curry 

Vincent J. Cirelli, Councilman 
Our Lady of Czenstochowa, Coventry, R. I. 

Mrs. Mary Danielewicz 
Jadwiga Doboszynski 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Doboszynski 
William & Julia Doboszynski 
H elena and Stasia Domnarski 

Mr. & Mrs. Ksawery Domnarski 
Mrs. Maria Doniec 

Miss Irene Dziemiach 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Dziemiach 

Mrs. Catherine Egan 
Mr. & Mrs. AI Faenza 
Mr. Stanley L. Fallens 

Stanley Fallens Jr. 
Charles, Leona, Stella Fidrych 

Mr. & Mrs. Louis Furtado 
The Frydryk Family 

Mr. Thomas Giampietro 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Girard 

Mr. & Mrs. William Gontarek 
Mrs. Anna Grinchell 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Gryguc & Family 
Anna, Helen, Mary Hackett 

Mary Handzel 
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Miss Elizabeth Janusz 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Juden is 
Miss Marianna Kaczyns ka 

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Kanacze t 
Mrs. Anna Karaban 

Mrs. Mildred B. Ke ll ey 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Klimaszews ki , & Joa nne 

Mr. & Mrs. Kazimie rz Koz lowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kozlows ki & children 

Mr. & Mrs. Czeslaw Kupis 
Miss Alice Kwiatkowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Langlais 
Mr. & Mrs. John Lawrence 

Mr. & Mrs. James Lepre 
Mr. & Mrs. Ra ymond McFadd en 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Mcintosh 

Mrs . Anna Maciorowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Malanowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Malkowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Maloney 
Mrs. Franciszka M argewicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Martin 

Mr. & Mrs. Normand Masse 
Miss Claire Massie 

Mr. & Mrs. Be rnard Mellen & C hildren 
Mr. & Mrs. Be ned ykt Michalowski 

Apolonia Mieczkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Pe te r Miga 

Mr. & Mrs . Czeslaw Migus 
Walter & Germaine Miklosz 

Mrs. Katarzyna Milewski 
Mrs. Stella Mroz 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew S. Mucha 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Najmowicz 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving Noble 
Mr. & Mrs. John A. Notarianni & Sons 

Mr. & Mrs. Marian Nowak 
Mr. & Mrs. Tadeusz Nowicki 
Mr. & Mrs. John O'Kleasky 

Mieczys law & Apolonia Ostrowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Oszajca 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew W . Owe ns 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Pacitto 

Mr. & Mrs. Marian Palas iew icz 
Mr. Joseph Pie karski 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pietruszka 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Pristawa 

Mr. & Mrs. John 0 . Przybylowicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Wladys law Racewicz 

Rev. John J . Rainone 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Rainone 

Edward R. Riccite lli 
Boles law Rogowski Family, & Joseph Andrukiewicz Famil y 

Mrs. Maryann (Ekstowicz ) Sadowski 
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Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Saroka 
Miss Leona F . Sibielski 

Mrs. Maria Sibielski 

Mr. & Mrs. Wladyslaw Siok 
Miss Genevieve Siwicki 
Miss Stella Sobolewski 
Miss Helen A. Sotnik 

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Stepka, Jr. 
Boleslaw & Emily Stepka 

Rev. Matthew J. Strumski. St. Casimir's Parish , Warren , R.I. 
Mrs. Jennie Suibielski 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanislaw Swierzb 
Mr. & Mrs . Jerry Szarzanowicz 

Mrs. Josephine Szarzanowicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Aloysius Szocki 

Mrs . Ale ksandra Szyjko 
Mr. & Mrs. Tadeusz Toronczak 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Van Dale 
Sophie & Teofila Wojcik 

Mrs. Maria Wowczuk 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred J . Wnuk 

H elen Yaz 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrzej Zajac 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Zajac 

Mr. & Mrs. Kazimierz Zalewski 
Mr. & Mrs. Tadeusz Zalewski 

Mr. & Mrs . Val Zapasnik 
Mr. & Mrs . Marion Zebrowski & Beverly 

Mr. & Mrs . Feliks Zyskowski 

MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Wincenty, Edward Balkun & Helen Fa rland 
By : Wince ntyna Balkun 

In Memory of Felix Barszcz 
By: Mrs . Martha Barszcz 

In Memory of Alexander Bielawski 
By : Jadwiga Bielawska 

In Memory of Wladyslawa Augustynowicz 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Philip Chappron 

In Memory of Paulina & Adam Chrostowski 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A Chrostowski 

In Memory of Jozef & Helena Karwowski 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Leon A Chrostowski 

In Memory of Joseph A. Czyzowski 
By: Mrs. Pauline C Czyzowski 

In Memory of Julian Krukiel 
By: The Dziedzic Family 

45 



In Memory of Antoni & Katarzyna Kowalewski 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Norman Fontaine 

In Memory of Jan , Antonina, Stanislawa Wondolowski 
and Mieczyslaw Niksa 

By: Mr. & Mrs. Murray Halfon 

In Memory of Zofia Jakubiak 
By: Stanley Jakubiak 

In Memory of the Kwiatkowski and Mikie lewicz Families 
By : Mr. Tadeusz Kwiatkowski 

MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Stanley J. Toczko 
By: Sons Richard and James Toczko 

In Memory of Joseph H Mitche ll 
By: Mrs. Theresa & Miss Margaret Mitchell 

In Memory of Marianna & Adolf Chrzanowski 
By: Mrs. Dorothy Ondis 

In Memory of W. Bobrowiecki Family & A. Siok Family 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Frank Siok 

In Memory of Chester Uscio 
By: Relatives & Friends 

In Memory of Eugene and Ann Mercier 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Forrest Whitney 

In Memory of Albin Mroz 
By: Louis M. Zampini 

In Memory of Peter Sajkowski 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Sajkowski 

In Memory of Joseph E. Lutz 
By : Mary J . Lutz 

COMMERCIALS 

Caruso's Continental Restaurant 
24 7 Valley Street, Providence, R.I. 

Denise's Beauty Salon (Mary Cerra, Prop.) 
Licensed Electrologists 

968 Atwells Avenue 

Jay Electric Company (John Przygoda, Prop. ) 
48 Helme Street, Providence, R.I. 

Judy's Beauty Salon, (Julianne A. Lebeau , Prop. ) 
92 Academy A venue, Providence, R.I. 

POLONIA COORDINATING COMMITTEE OF RHODE ISLAND 

POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA #232 

Smith's Restaurant 
1049 Atwells Avenue, Providence, R.I. 
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DONORS 

GIFTS OF 

Mr. & Mrs. Leo Balasco 
Mr. & Mrs. Jozef Blazuk 

Mr. & Mrs. William Ca li se and family 
Mr. & Mrs. William Caprio 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Conca 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Deso rcy 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kaskiewicz 
Joseph & Je nnie Miele 

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley D. Piascik 
Je nnie H. Polubinski 
Janina Przestrzelski 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter E. Scott 
Mr. Anna Godek 

Zygmunt & Rozalia Hucinski 
General State Treasurer & Mrs. Anthony J . Solomon 

Mrs. Anna Zaretski 

MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Husband Joseph Anton 
By: Mrs. Stella Anton 

In Memory of Edward Kozukonis 
By: Miss Ann Schiboni 

In Memory of Helen and Dominic Carcieri 
By : Mr. & Mrs. William Shea 

In Memory of deceased parents 
By: Mr. & Mrs. Boleslaw Stepinski 

COMMERCIAL 

Cozy Caterers, Inc. Smithfield Lumber Company 

CONTRIBUTORS' 

GIFT OF 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Baranowski & Sons 
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred L. Basse tt 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Bielawski 

Mrs . Helen Bogdan 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur R. Bourgeois 

Michael P. Chappron 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Chrabaszcz 

Mr. & Mrs. Albert De Meo 
Mr. Anthony Di Petrillo, Attorney at- Law 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Grzanka 
Mr. & Mrs. Czeslaw H e rmanowski 

Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Hyszko 
Reverend Anthon y D. Iwuc 

Mr. & Mrs. Czeslaw Klimaszewski 
Mr. Chester Klosek 

Miss Emilia Krzepka 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Kulik 
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Mrs. Donata Libutti 
Mrs . Bronislawa Lysik 
Mrs . Katarzyna Lysik 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter A Michalowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C Mrozewicz 

Mary Nieratko 
Mrs. Maria Olejarczyk 
Mrs. Anna Polubinski 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Rupacz 
Leonarda Sowa 

Mrs. Sophie Skorupski 
Mr. John Szpak 

Mr. & Mrs. Marian Tarnowski 
Jose ph & Anna Vallese 

Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Wnuk 
Mrs. Krystyna Zdanowicz 

William B. Zuccarelli , State Senator 



MEMORIALS 

In Memory of Walte r Krzyszton 
By: Mrs . Anna Krzyszton 

BOOSTERS 

Mrs. Stefania Andrukiewicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Barber 

Mrs. Rose Bre lsford 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Cardill o 

Mr. & Mrs. Adolf C hrzanowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Cicchitelli 

Marianna Dawid 
Annamaria Del Signore 

Mary De Berardis 
Susan Doboszynski 

Mr. & Mrs. John P. Dzie nkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Jozef Ekstowicz 

Mr. & Mrs. Placido Femino Jr. 
Mrs. Hermina Fenner 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph F ilipkowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanislaw Filipkowski 

Miss Janina Grzelak 
Mr. & Mrs . Marian Gonera 

Miss Valerie Handze l 
Mrs. Hal ina Karpinski 

Mrs. Maria Korpacz 
Mrs. Anna Krzywicki 

Mr. & Mrs. Irving La Prade 
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Lewandowski 

GIFT OF 

Mr. & Mrs. James McNamara 
Mr. & Mrs. John Najarian 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moroni 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Nieratko 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose ph O 'Hara 

Honorable Claiborne Pell , U.S. Senator 
Mr. & Mrs. Stanislaw Piekarski 

Louis Rainone Jr. 
H enry Richards 

Mrs. Marianna Rupacz 
Ca the rine & Andrew Rusin 

Judge Anthony B. Sciarretta 
Rita M Shannahan 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Souza 
Wanda Stempek 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Stepinski 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stepinski 

Mrs . Stefani a Stefanska 
Maria Warsewicz 

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wysocki 
Mrs. Anna Zalewska 

Mr. & Mrs. Adolf Zapotoczn y 
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Przybylowicz 

Mrs. Stella St. Pete r 

MEMORIAL 

In Memory of Charles Bailey 
By: Miss Marguerite & Dorothea Barwick 

In Memory of Frank Augustyn 
By: Stasia Machado 

COMMERCIAL 

Armory Pharmacy 
Cola Fuel Co. 

Ugo Gasbarro (Liquors ) 
Nick's Pure Mkt. 
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