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THE DIOCESE OF DETROIT 

'l'he diocese of "Michigan and the Northwest" was established in 
1833. While the boundaries of the newly established diocese were 
rathet· indefinite nt the time, historians agree that it extended from 
the Ohio and Indiana lines to Canada, west from Lake Huron to the 
far fiung and little known wilderness of Wisconsin, Minnesota and the 
Dakotas. In fact, some records indicate that Iowa was included in 
this ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 

And yet in this enormous territory, there were only 14 priests labor­
ing with the pioneers and the Indians, when Bishop Fredrick Rese, 
formedy vicar general of the Cincinnati diocese, of which Detroit had 
been a part, assumed his office as the first ordinary of the Detroit or 
"l\Iichigan and Northwest" diocese. There were about 15 establisher] 
chapels or churches in the new diocese. 

From a beginning, most uncompromising and beset with the greatest 
of difficulties, this cliocrse has developed until today it stands third 
among the diocesrs of the United States in the number of priests anrl 
Catholic popnlaiion. 
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH, 1936 
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MOST REV. BISHOP RESE, D.O. 

First Bishop of Detroit 1833 

... 
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MOST REV. BISHOP RESE 
FIRST BISHOP OF DETROIT 
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'I' he diocese of ":I'Iichigan and the Northwe~:;t"' was esta blishecl 
.\fan:h 8, 18:13, and Rishop Resr was consecrated Od. G of the same 
year. 'l'he consecration took place in Cincinnati and Bishop Hosai i 
of St. Louis was ilw consecrating prelate. Bishop Rese, a mtlin:> of 
Gel'llJany, was :36 ;venrs old at the time of his consrn·a t ion. 
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MOST REV. MICHAEL J. GALLAGHER, D. D. 

Bishop of Detroit 1936 
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l\JOS'I' HEV. MICI-i.A.EL J. GALLAGHER 
BISHOP OF DETROIT 
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Bi;;lwp Uallnghet· was born in Auburn, l\Iichigan, Nov. 18, 1866. 
Having completed hiR theology in Tnnsbruck, Austria, he was ordainecl 
)Jar·ch 19, 1893. IIe wns chaucellor of th e Grauel Rn.pids diocese 
ft·om 1898 lu 1912 and vic a e genel'al from 1912 to 1016. On Sept. R, 
19Li, he was consecTaie<l titular bishop of 'ripasn. a.nd coadjutor to 
BiHI1op flemy RichiPr or Orand Rapids . On Dec. 26. 191G, he becnmc· 
Bishop of Grand Rap id s nncl on July 18, 1018, rope Benedict XV 
announ ced his transfer· to the Detroit seP. Bis instnllaiion took plnce 
on Xor. 18, 1918. 
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REV. ANTON KOPP 
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REV. ANTON KOPP 

Rer. l''ather Kopp was a native of Ruthen WestphaliH. Uermany, 
and wa~ an immigtant to Amel'iea with lllt• fin.;t ~;l'ttiPI'i-i in 18:3(i. 
Cpon their aniral in Detroit he aiclerl his countr;ynwu in acquiring 
propel'ty for their future homes. 

Tie was appointed pastor of the parish in the Westphalia settlement 
~ov. l 8:3G by Bishop Rese, the first Bishop of the newly created diocese 
uf Detroit. 

In 1837 lie came to ·westphalia, but remained in Lyons for a tinw 
uutil the fir~.;t log church was bnilt in the settlement. During thi~ 
timr l1e read :Jiass in the homes of the pioneers. 

In Dec. 18:37 the first log church was begun and was finished in 
the spring of 1838. It was at this time that Fr. Kopp took up resi­
llencp in 'Vestphalia. Tie also occasionally visited an Irish settlement 
that had been made at Belleview Road, Ionia county. 

In 18±0 t·hrough the efforts of Fr. Kopp the first church property was 
aequired. The entire cost of the first log church was $90.36. 

F1·. Kopp officiated not only as priest but was also of great assist· 
ance to the pioneers in their secular affairs. He was elected fi.rst 
Hnpenisor of WPRtphalia township in 1839. In 1840 he taught Rchool 
for se1·eral montbs. 

In 18±~ the rwri~:;h bought 10 acres of land on the southeast part of 
the settlt>ment for ~32.00. 

Fr. Kopp remn in eel in "restphalia until 18±3 and after remaining 
some years in Dt>tJ·oi! went to Chicago where be organized St. 
)[ichael's parish. 

St. Michael's aftenntrdR became the largPHt German parish iu thr 
t.:nited States with a membership of over 35,000 sonls. 
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REV. GEORGE GODEZ I· 
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Ht•l. <:t•ot · ~r <:odt•z. :1 11:11i,,. of .\11:-;11·i;1, <·:utll' to Dctt·oH to labor in 
lilt• mi:;.:,.ion lirld~ ol' tilt· di<H'l'"t '. lit· cnme !o \Ye:;tphnlin and rontill-
11<'<1 the work be).!llll b.\' hi" predl'('(':-;soJ ·, Ft·. Kopp. Soon ni'IPI' his :tl' · 

l'il'nl ht• huilt lht• SP<'OIHI ,,,... or tirnliPI' ('\riirtll. " ' livn thif: :-;erond 
rhm('h, whit·li was locniP<l Ill'~!' lht• ]ll'il'sl\; garage, was <·ompletecl. tht• 
lind log <·hiii'C'II lo),!dlwr 11·ith its :-;n1:111 huri:d grm11Hl \\ 'f11' nbnnrlone<l. 

l.'r. <:od<•;t, lnlt>r <·onRII'lldPd a pastoJ·al rp:-;i<lcn<·e mn<lP of log" 011 :t 

silt• :dHilllli)O l\•l'l so11lh or tilt' i'Olllll\\'('s( <·oJ·uet· of lhe pt·t•:-;t•nt reriory. 
rll !SIT lie built till• tllil·d ('hlll'l'll alHIIII !iO 1\>l'l SOiilh of the preseut 

p:ll' lor:ll J'(',,idt•ii('('. 'l' l1il' ll1ird ('\1111'('\1 \\' ;Ji' :t fnlliiP h!lil<lini! nntl 
lltollgl!l lo l11' lat·g·t· PIIOttgh I'm· :111 I inH'. lt soon becanH' <TO\\'d<•d, how­
t'l·,·r·. :111d in lSiil Fr. (;o<]e;t, si;IJ·It·<l IIH• lmilding of tlw Jll't'RPnt briC'k 
('lttn·<"lt. . \ t nenr·J:r tht> sanw timr he ;~lRo huilt tlw enst p:tl't of I hi' 
Jli'('Sl'll ( n•<.:IOI',\'. 

In 1~1:1 Ft·. (]O<lcz Rlarletl to buil<l the l':tsl siclP sl'lrool jmd north of 
1111' t·lllll'('h, b11t l1e " ·as lt·nnsi'l'l'l'l'd to Un•t·nfil'lcl hrfore t\rp srhool wns 
t·omplrlrd. liP nlso inil'O<llll't' d ihP lwnntifnl rPiigimJR cnRtom of t!w 
('or·pns l'ht'il'ii l't ·on•ssion in \\'<•stpltnlin. 

Jn n<ltlition to his o11·n i'"t·ii'lt, Ft·. 0o<ll'Z also <':ll'l'd for· ('atltolil' 
f:~rnili rs in fo11i:t. llrnliol. Ts:tlu•l\;t, 8\ti:l\nlsst•P antl lngh:lln ('onnli<•s. 
lit • ofiPn ,;l:tl'!t•d 0111 on hor·sell:tl'k on ::\rond:tys nnd t·Pitll'tH'tl on Fri ­
tl:~y or ~:Jitll'll:t.r , tloing 1nissionnry ll'ork in :1 liPlcl nl':ll'ly 100 milt·s 
~qll:li'P. Ill' lll,IH)I) kiJll:ll'l' mil<•:-;. 

Fr. <:odl'7. orgn11izetl lite lir,;t mission and h11ilt IIJt• lind <:ltut·clt in 
~ltiall ·a~~~·~· !'Olllll,r ;II \\'oodltull in 1~ - LT nud all<·ntlPd 111:11 mission for 
~~·l · t·t·:tl yt';ll ·><. ll1· ;tlso organizetl !Itt• iir·,;( p:tr·ish :tl!tl lntilt lltt> fir ·s t 
l'lrln·t·lt i11 loni:t 1'11\IIIIY, ;ti' lliil>llardslon in l~:J:- > . All English spt>ak­
i,llg ('ntholic hu11iliPs Cn l'ot·tlnnd . l ~ag l e, Lyon,; nnd Fc11\'1Pt' \1'('1'<' :tl;;o 
mpmlJen: o[ out· pnriRh. 'I'III'J'C wrre ;!lso n I'P\1' Catholic· lndinnR n!l(l 
1-'r·. <:oclPz could "JH':lk ti1Pir Jnngung(' fluentl_\ . 

n!'1. Fr. !:o'l~'z lrl'l \Yrsl phal i:t in lR7:1 and be(' a me Jlil~l ot· of tltl' 
t:t•t·Jil:tll parish nl Gt·epnfip\rl. 
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REV. ANDREW S. LEITNER 
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REV. ANDREW S. LEITNER 

Rev. Leitner came to Westphalia in 1872 as assistant to Rev. Godez 
anll when he was transferred in 1873, Fr. Leitner became pHstor of St. 
jfal'y'S parish. 

Fl'. Leitner was a brilliant pulpit orator in the German language, as 
many older people will remember. Tie had been educated in Europe 
and came to America to work in the large mission fields that needed 
help at that time. n e srl'\'ed as resident pastor of Freedom hefm'e 
coming to Westphalia, and also had charge of Manchester where a 
chmch was built in 1860. 

After lcadng \Vestphalin, Fr. Leitner went to \Visconsin and during 
his stay here he furnished many articles for German Catholic news­
papers. These articles were written in classic language and widely 
J·cncl. He stayed in the 1\Iilwaukee diocese for about ten years. 

F1·. Leitnrr left Wes1phalia early in 1874. 
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REV. J. REIFERT 

Ht·r .. J. Hrifert, ll'ho snc<:eeded Rev. Leitnel', came to \Vestph<llia in 
.l;lllll:ll'y 187-± nnd 1·emnined until 1879. Dming his Jive years' stay 
F1·. Hl•ifert had the chmch decOl'ated for the first time, at a coRt of 
:::;! :!00. 'l'lie Mme of the decorator was ·william llofsted, foster fa 1 het· 
uf Ht•r. IIofsted who later became the pastor of 'Vestphalia. 

Fntliei· Reift>1·t eompleied the e<.1st school which had not been finished 
l1y F1·. Uode;~,. He imdalled the first pipe organ at a cost of about 
~:!300; hp im;tallt>cl ihe pnlpit now in use, which wns attached to the 
fi·ou t column on the left side of the ch mch. In ] !)~0 it was hans­
J'enl'd f1·om the pillar iuto the sanctuary by Fr. TTofste(l. Fr. Reifert 
ll'l't Wt>~t phHli<l in the summer of 1879. 

It wns tlmiug F1·. Reifert's administration that the Sisters of ChriR· 
linn !'harity l'<lnw to 'iYPRtphalia to take chm·gp of om· ;.;('hools. 
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Rev. Wm. IIerwig was born in Geismar. Pr-ovince of Saxony, Jan. 8, 
lSn. He waR ed11cated at Heiligenstadt College, Saxon~', finishing 
nt the American College in Lonvain, Belgium. 

lle was or-dained for the priesthood in that city Dec. :?4, 1865, by 
Cardinal Sterx. Soon after this he came to this country, locating at 
Xorth Dorr near Grand Rapids in 1866. Four years later- he went to 
Battle Creek, then to Stoney Creek nem· 1\Jonroe. His next move was 
to Westphalia in No,·emller, 1R79, and rt:>mained aR inemm·able dean 
of the parish until his <leath April (i, 190:.1. 

Rer. Fr. Hen1·ig was a forcefnl orator of the old Rchool and was ve1·y 
~trict in all matters concerning chmdt affairR and religion. lie po~­
sessed much knowledge ancl gt·eat strength of character, which im­
pressed all those with whom he came in contact. He spent the beRt 
.>ears of his life in ·westphalia, working for the betterment of hum:~n 
~onlR. 

The first material improrement made by .Fr. Ilerwig waR the instal­
lation of two giant coal stoves in the rear of the church, which, sinC'e 
its completion in 1870 to 1879 had not been heated in any way. TheRP 
stores were replaced a few years later by hot air heaterR. 

It was during Fr. IIerwig's time that the east half of the present 
parish hall was built. One thousand dollars had been willed to the 
parish by l\lt·s. Lorenz lluhn, and this money bonght the brick for thr 
building. The contractor waB a Mr. Dietrich of Detroit, :md the con­
tract price was $4500 in addition to the brick furnished. by 1Irs. ITnhn'R 
donation. 

Fr. Herwig also had stained glass windows installed in 188!1. Tfp 
personally donated one of them. These windows remain in the church 
at the present time. One was placed in the sanctuary in memory of 
Fr. Godez. Oihers were donated by the members of the parish, thP 
cost of each window amounting to seventy-five dollars. The church 
bells and tower clock were also installed in 1895. 

During his administration the last indebtedness incurred by th<' 
building of the church was paid. It amounted to about $8,000. 

Rev. Fr. Herwig died April 6, 190:.1. and was buried in St. Mary's 
Cemetery, April 10, 1902. He was the first priest to be buried in 
We8tphalia. 

Fr. Herwig left an estate of about $~2,000. His will provided that a 
1Ionstrance be given to St. l\1ary's parish, ·westphalia, and also one to 
his natire village in Germany. He bequeathed $1,000 to his sister in 
Germany and the balance of nhont $~0,000 went to the Orphan Asylums 
of the Detroit Diocese. 
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REV. F. BROEGGER 
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REY. F. BROEGGER 

Ht>r. Br·ut>ggl·r· KliCCet>ded Fr. TTPnvig and arTin>d ill Mn~ T J!lO:! <IIHl 
al Otll'!' ~Ia rtl•rl mu "." a ei is it ies in the pariRh. Fr·. Broeg~er belien•rl 
in or·g;Jnir.ation>~ mrd through his efforts a 1\fen·s Btminess organiza . 
1 ion 11 · a~ formed. ;n.; 11·r ·ll as n f<rrmers' organization, rallrd "'l'he Socieiy 
ol' 1-:quii.v.'' Ire also aRsif.;ted in tllC organizntion of n. Young ~fen'K 
~ol'i!•ly. Youug LadiPs' Society, Chr·istinn l\Iother's f'onfr·atenrity. mHl 
l<rl1•r· the( '. :JI. B. ~ \. 

In J!lo:: Pr·. Rru<'gge r· h;rrl tlr e find. metal roof pnt on the r hm·ch. ln 
!Iris Yl';ll· lr r began ihl' rom:trndion of an nrldition to the hall, tlw old 
lr;rll ·IJt> ing in;l<leqnni e (or· pariRh purposes. At the same tinH' the 
hnilrling of the preRPnt Sisters' COlll"ent was started and lJoth lJnildingH 
,,·pr·r• compleied in HlO!. The cost of the Sisters' conren1 was alJont 
~!l.OOO. nnrl lhc addition to ihc hnll cost about $0,000. 

Fr·. Rr·oc.gger h;ld riRiorrPd this hnll , the present nlHlitorium, as a 
I'Onllllllllily r·rntpr· t·o he nsed for educational purposes and publir: m 
par·islr 1•nlrrtninmPnt>:. llis wish was at least partly renlizccl. 

H wn~ thr011gl1 the <>f'forts o[ Fr. Rr·oegger that an or·clW>il nt wu~> 
~larff'd 11·ilich became flllite famOUS () few yeal'S lni er• nnu flr'I'W lllilny 
onl~iclPJ'i' to tlrPil' conce1·I R and entertn inmL'ni·s . 

. \ p;n·ir-;h lilJI'nr·~ · of Rel'ernl h1mdre(l rolnme:;; was eRtahli shccl nud the 
stnndanl of 0111' pnriKh school brought ton higher leYel. 

Ownml'k li na ll~ · JJJ ·okC' h iR health. n e resign<'d in 1910 and a ftel' 
asRisting in sel'eral pntir-;hes nml iu St. ?\Ial'y's TioRpital in Detr·oit, 
he was appointed pnKio1· ni ITarhol' Rench. Tfp lat('l' went to f'om­
~tock, fonr 111ill'>~ t><Hd ol' Kalnmnzoo. whel'<', n I pr·esent. lw is ehaplain 

in a ('hii(hen'K home. 
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REV. PETER H. ESPER 

HPv. l'L'IPI' 11. Esper was born at Springwells (now Dearborn) in 
186ii. Hr attended Parochial school at St. Alphonsus, and college n1 
St. Fmncis, Milwaukee, and Monroe, Mich. He studied theology at 
BnltimoJ·e and Cincinnati and was ordained July 1st, 1904. 

He waR appointed assistant at North Dorr for two years, and wa~ 
pastol' at Rnmside, Brown City, North Branch and Clifford for fom­
tern yem·K. He came to ·westphalia in .July, 1910. 

Dnl'ing his ndministration the interior of the church was decorat('(l 
the second time, costing over $3,000. Reautiful new stntions were 
placed in the church at a cost of $1,200. The second metal roof wal'; 
put on the chul'ch in 1913. A new cross was erected on the chureh 
KpiJ·e, as the old cross had been splintered by lightning. 

Fr. Esper also had charge of the "Diamond Jubilee" of the parish, 
which was celebrated in Sept., 1911. Upon this same occasion, th<> 
nnnual meeting of the Michigan Central Verein was held here. 

In 19H Fr. Esper was transferred to Detroit where he organized 
Ht. Gabriel's pa1·ish on the west side. He died in March, 1936, while 
~till pastor of St. Gabriels. 

In his will he remembered the parish of St. Mary's, with a substan ­
tial check, showing the esteem in which he held his former parishionrrs 
in Westphalia. 
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REV. CHARLES F. HOFSTED 
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REY. CHARLES F. HOFSTED 

Her. <'h;~riPfl F. Hof:sted " ·as born nt Df'h·oit, Uichigan, Dec. ~n, 

181-!. .\fiPI' g1·adnn I iug fJ·onJ !11e parisl1 school he eniPI'ed the .Tefmii 
('ollege. From thf'J·e he went to ilw Bnltimort" Reminnry and. aftl"t' 
gJ·;Jrlu<~ting, 11'<1R onlained n priest nt the nge of:!:! yt>ars and ]1 mouths. 
IliR firRt wot·k '''""' n~' . \.s~-;ist;lnt Past01· nt St. Bouiface pat·ish, Detl'Oi1. 
J[p rem;~inc·d ihn<• 1~ months and was then appointf'd pa:-;tm of 'L'hree 
O<!kR. 'l'h1·<·<· nnd one-half years later he w<•nt to Sehewning, wh('t·e he 
no( only hnilt up ill<' m<'mhc>J·ship bni nh;o mndc many impt'OI·ements. 
l'ig<:'oll , <t mi~-;:-:ion lo<·;JiP<l Hi miles rlisinnt, was ;llso placrd under Fr. 
lfofRtrd 's r·me. II <' \\' <IS in !'hnq.re of tlw parish at Srhrwniug; for 11 
,l'f'HI'i' bcfot·r !'Ollling; to \\'cstphalia in 1914 . 

. \.t Wcstph;~lia Fr. I Lof~-;le<l 's ldu<l aml (J·if'nrlly naltll"<' soon won the 
<·onficlPllrP <~n<l PSIPPnl of the t•ntire parish. Tie was a kind and pt'1Hlent 
<lflri~o,· upon ;ill oc<·;1:-:io11s. He gnve l'I·('e]y of his limp to assist the 
dl'nfl!•cl hoy" <ltwing tlw \Y01·ld \Yar nnfl i!ll dnring thos(' n11xions yP;.u·s 
wn~ t·egnr<lrd by r1·rryborly ns friend nnd c01mselor. 

F1·. lfofKt('cl bnilt ihr two confessionn.ls jn us<, nt the present tinw. 
lfr alRo remodeled tht• ft-ont ]lOt'C'h of the 1·ectory. extf'n<ling it to (hf' 
~i<lPiralk. IT(' had n tW\\' mof put on the east sidP sl'hool nnd cli<l con ­
sidl'l'alll<' \I 'O J·k in impt·oring lhP lnndse<~pe snrrounding the J'f'Ctory. 
llr < il~n p111Thnsprl t hr gntPs which a1·e nt the cemetery nt thr pt'('R<'lll 
timr. 

l'lnm; wrt·r made for fur1h('r impl·ovpment of tl1e r·pnwt PI'.)' lm t wl"rc 
nf'rer c:nn·iecl out dn<, to tlw rleaih of F1·. Rofsi.ed Feb. ~:~. Hl~~-

Rer. Fr. Tiofslpcl \\'HS hul'i<'d in RL Mnt·y's Cemeirt·y, ·wPstphalirt, 
·'fal'rh 1, 1!)~:1 , <IIHl is lh<> sc>ronrl lll'iest to finrl his rPsting plnce there. 
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REV. ANTON KRAMS 
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REV. ANTON KRAMS 

Rev. Anton Krnms was born in September 1871 at Kiedrich in Rhein­
gau, Germany. He came to Detroit, Mich., about November 1889. He 
attended Assumption college, Sandwich, Ontario, and the seminary in 
Baltimore. He comple1ecl his studies at the American college in Lou­
rain, Belgium, and " ·as onlained thPJ'P .June ~9, 1897. He celebrated 
hi ~ fit• t mass in the BJpssed Virgin Sh1·ine, Marienthal, Germany, .July 
4, 1897. 

On hi s r<'htt·n to Dctroil he was named asshdant at St. .Joseph'H 
l'at•ish. 11c wns la1Pr· nppointed pa~dot· of St. .Jm;eph's chur·ch at SL 
.Tohns, an<l while in Sf. .Johns, Ill' nlHo hnd charge of the mission in 
Lningsbnr·g. liP dPsigned and built 111e church at Laingsburg. LatPr 
hr became p<tstor in \Yyanclot1e. 111Pn transfPJTecl to Tela, nenr MonroP. 

Brc<lllS<' of ill health , Rer. Fr. K1·ams mack :111 extended ti·ip to 
l·: lll'ope <tftPJ· \\'hic·h ht> waH appointed pastor· of St. Mar·y's pai'ish , 
Westphalia. 

He canw lo \Ve~-;t ph a 1 ia in 1!)~:~ a nrl r<>mn i ned until 193~. 
Dm·ing his slay in Westphalia he ha<l two beautiful new side altat·s 

placrd in 1hc church. 'l'hesr altnr·s w<>r·e imported from Em·ope. A 
new ceiling was also put in th e chm·ch. the auditorium renovated, and 
new roofs put on the ha 11 and the rectory. 

fn 1924 Fl'. Krams llegan impro,·ing the cemetery which until then 
had been in a deplOJ·alJlP condition. l\Iuch of the labor was done by 
members of the par·ish and in adrlition to this, there were many cash 
donations . 

. \.t the pr·esent tinw there exists nn endowment fund of approximate­
ly $12,000.00, the income of which is used solely for the upkeep of the 
tl'metet-y. A beautiful crucifixion geoup was erected in 1931 nt a cost 
of over $9:i0, whi ch s11m was donated by the Christian Mothers' Con­
hnternity. 

Fr. Kr·mns posspssed a most scholarly mind. lie had a keen sense 
of branty and art, and exccll<>nt judgment regarding the more worth ­
while things in life. He was especially well versed in all things re­
garding eeligion and church affairs. Ile worked unti1·ingly for thr 
spir·itual advancement of sonls entrusted to his cat·e. 
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REV. EDWARD GUTHA 
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REV. EDV\T ARD GOTHA 

Re1·. FnthPt' C:ulhn. Ron ol' .John nn<l Anna 011111a. w;lR hol'n Jnly 16, 
18!Hi. in DPtl·oit. T-lr ;lllrncled the pariRh Rchool or Sl. .John the 
Ernngt•li;d nntl \;ilpJ· lhr TJnivet•sily of Detroit fill(] 1-4!. Francis SC'm­

in;LI·.r. :\lihn1nkee. lfp wnR ordainerl Rept. 10. 1!U:!. at Detl'oit nncl 

t'l'iviJI·nt!'d hiR 1ind Nolemn lfig-h Milf;R at the church of St. .John tlw 
Ernngeli:;t, Sept. 17, J!J:.!Z. 

For lll'o years ;mtl thn•p mollths lw wns nssi. tant at Ont' Lady or 

Ltiiii'llf•>-: PnriRh ;II RirPI' Ronge, whrn hp waR appointNl pastor of 

!-lrhl'\\·ning- with thr adjoining miRRion of Pigeon. This compriRed a 

fi'ITitory of -100 sqnnJ·t• milrs. Dming his stay in the 'l'hnmb district 

he lmilt the new chlll'ch of Rt. Franeis n t l'ig'POn. fTe l'illllC' to 'IYest ­

phnliH Fl'b. ]. 1!):1::?. 
Hinl·t• hi~ ani1·al in (liP parish hi,; aetirilil',; hn1·e been m;my nnrl 

rarie!l. ITe imn1Ptlintely l'l'OI'gnnir.Pil thP pari:;h ot·chL•,;tt·a nnt! clr;l ­

lllalic· clnb ;~ucl al~o Ol'gnnir.\'11 n bnRkd ball il';lm ancl bnRehnll trnm. 

ln 1!)!3~ ;I 400 foot wpll waR driven in the tPnr of the enRt sidr 

~l'hool, and later fl wntet' l)l'l'SRlll'P system with drinking' fonntains wns 

in~tallecl in the Rc:lwols nnd on all c:hmcb JH·opeJ·ty. A 200 foot wt>ll 

nntl 1rntet pn•ssu1·e sysiL'lll wr1·e nlso pnt in at the cemeiPt·y. In 1!):14 
flit • entire chnn:h spi1·e wm; c:oret·r<l with copprr at n coRt of $4,000. 
Tn the following yen1· the t·oof of t h1• eh111Th pt·opPt· wns nlso em·et·rrl 

1rith copper , coRting $G,JOO. A11 01·gmJ >Yas installed nt a 1·ost of 

~:!.1~00. Stm·m glass \\' ill(lows were put in the c:lnHTh. 

l•'t·. Uutha also coutintwd the work ou the temett>ry. ~~·~~ · <ll'iY<'R 

Wl're llllilt aud linndJ·cds of tl'ees aud sln·n!Js plantecl. fn lfl~:J a be<lll­

liful GL'otlo was IJegnn and completL•d the following yrar. A nrw 

g't'nrelpit was cliscov<'red on 1·hurclt propPrty adjoini11g lhe <·rmetpt·y, 

1rhile l't'I110I'ing gt·ountl to Jill in a new section. 

'l'lw cemetery is now n lwnnt·y Rpot nnd acld;;; mnch to the credit of 

!-lt. i'llary's parish. 
!'lome time ngo a Gr;lud l{apitls edii.ol', after a vii'iit to thL' cemetPry, 

lliiHle th e followin~ statt•tnPnl as priut('(l in thr "l\ridlig'an 'l'nHl1•sman", 

··:-;t. :\Lit·y'~ eemete1·y, just west of town , is one of tlir most l>enntifully 

kl'pl placp;.; for the repose of the tlt•acl [han· en•J· seen anywherP.'' 

Th1• majo1· impro1 · emPnl~ in 1!)36 were the reclC'cor·ation of the c:hnrdr 

and thr !'rection of' a commnuit.y cente1· on the site of thr old Sister;.;· 

honw. .Jlinor impi·oremPnlfl hm·e also been JU<Hle, snc·h n,; lnnclscapinp: 

the al'ea aronnd tile chm·ch au1l school:,; aml otlwr ll<ll'ish bnildingx. 

'I' he c:h urc:h steps have beeu repaired n nd other· eo nct·e te \\'0 1·k donP . 

• \11 I.Juihliti~S on the cliurc:li pr·opel'ty have beru I'PpnintCLl. 

Since Fl'. Guthn came t.o 'IVpslphalin, he has wotked lmt · il'ingl~ r fol' 

lhe lJetlerment of the p;wi~-;h spirilnally ns well as materially. 

He introduced the rec:itution of the ro::;ary in the chnrc:h each erening 

aH wrll as t.he Tioly Hour enc:h Ft·iday en~ning. 

'J'he i'ipii•ilnnl HLhancrment of the> pal'ish is Rhown by the nnmber· 

of communion,;, whi<·h ltnre nem·ly rlouhlc>d sin<'P hiR anival fom· yPnt·:,; 

ago. 
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The Four Churches of St. Mary's Parish 

FIRST LOG CHURCH 

'l'he tir·Rt. dnu·dr in ·wrstphalia was begun in J8H7. lt wm; located 
about one-hnlf milt> "·est of th e pr·eseni rectory. The location may seem 
peculiar at the present time, hnt it muRt be r·rmembered that iher·e 
were no roads at that time, and the site 11pon which our dllage now 
stands was dotted with swampy places. 'J'he t1rst set1lers therefore 
chose higher ground npon which to build th e first church. 

This chm·ch was cons1Tnc1el l of lop;s and contn ined two rooms. One 
of these rooms wm; nRed a!'l a cllH]Wl. 'rh e other· was nRed as a living 
r·oom by tlw pionerr· pr·ieRt of \\'E>Rtphali<l. 

SECOND LOG CHURCH 

A few yem·s later another tim bet chm·ch wnR bn ill n nd "·as locate(] 
a short distance west of the present pm·iRh gnragr. It sf'ems that part 
of this chnr·ch iR now the janitor's home and waR moved to its present 
location after tlw third ch nr·ch was completPtl. 

THIRD OH (FRA~ IE ) CHURCH 

1'1w thir·d chnJ·th \\'<IR <1 frame building- whid1 stood nbout :)() frE>t 
south of the pr•(•Rent r·P<:to r·y . T1 wa s sm·1·om1Cled on one Ride nnd in 
the rear by the par·ish cemetE>r·y. ThiR chmch seated about 400, and 
at times was so crowded that the peopl<> had io kneel in the sanctnm·y 
or on the steps of the side albtrs. 

This building wns nsed nntil1he present brick chm·ch waR compl eted 
in 1870. A--few years later it wa s sold to .Toscph Boln, aml moYed to 
its present location on Main Str·pet. H hn:-; hPI'll URI'tl nR a tin »hop 
for· nNtrly riO ;yr:JJ'R by \Vm. n . Rohr·. 

PRESENT BRICK CHURCH 

The present church which is onE> of the hngest in ihe state (o utside 
of Detroit) , was started in J867 by Rev. Fr. Godez, and waR dedicated 
in 1870. Its total cost was about $70,000. 1\Ir .. Toscph Bohr was the 
contractor. The brick foe the church were made in \Vestphnlia's own 
brickyard. The clay for ihese br·icks was iaken hom ground southeast 
of Dr. Cook's residence, where, later , the -Tos. Arens fish pond was 
located. 

The interior finish of the church and also the pews were made of 
black walnut taken from trees in the forests of Westphalia. Tiome 
grown black walnut lumber was taken by a Detroit concern as pay for 
making the seats. 

The main altar was made in New York. It is 30 feet high and cost 
around $3,000. While not strictly Roman or· Gothic in lts architec­
ture, it is one of the most beautiful altars in the state. 

-- ---
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'rhe bells (three in number), were placed in the belfry by Rev. 
Herwig in 18!)5, at which time the tower clock also was installed. 
'rhe heaviest bell weighs over one ton, and in favorable weather these 
bells can be heard ns far away as Pewamo, Fowler and Portland. 

The communion rail extends the full width of the church and is 
hand carved. 

The interior of the church wns decorated for the first time in 1878, 
by Wm. Hofsted of DetToit and again in 1911, by Mr. Gutheil, also of 
Detroit. It waR decomted for the third time in the summer of 1936, 
by the Barnett Phillips Maglia Co. of Detroit. 

BERNARD HANSES 

Oldest living member of St. Mary's Parish 
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PICTURE OF THE FOURTEEN HOLY HELPERS IN VESTIBULE OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH 
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"THE FOURTEEN HOLY HELPERS" 

An II istoric pictme full of meaning for the members o( St. Mary's 
pa1·i~ll hangs in the vestibule of onr church. It is a valuable oil paint­
ing representing the Fomteen Holy Helpers. A story is connected 
ll'ith this pictme somewhat similar to that of St. Anne's Shrine n<:>ar 
Quebec, which was built in fulfillment of a vow made by sailors on a 
Rtorm-tossed ocean. 

'l'hey promised Almighty God that if their li,·es were spared they 
would build this shrine wherever they made a safe landing. Their 
praye1·s wet·e answered and they kept their promise, building the 
~h1·ine of St. Anne de Beaupre near the city of Quebec. 

In a similar manner in the year 1836 some immigrants from Europe 
were in danger of losing their lives on the stormy seas. They left 
Germany in sailboats and on their way over a terrific storm arose and 
1·aged for three days. The boat had been closed and even the captain 
gare up hope and said the people were lost. All passengers were panic 
sl1·ickrn and they also prayed to the Almighty for help. 

neorge Friedrich Heinlein and family were among the immigrants 
on the boat. Ilis wife, Barbarfl Heinlein, made a special promise that 
il' they were spared, she would donate a picture of the FOURTEEN 
HOLY HELPERS to th e parish of which she would become a member. 
'!'heir lircs were spared and this special promise also was faithfully 
kept. Wh e n ~ they finally landed, th<:>y came by horse-drawn canal boat 
to Buffalo, and then on to Detroit. The TTeinlein family later became 
membe1·s of St. Mary's parish, Westphalia, and donated to our church 
this beautiful oil painting with its hand carved frame. 

On the occasion of the centennial another picture of like size was 
placed in the vestibule opposite the picture of the Fourteen Holy 
Helpers. The new picture is of an historical nature, depicting the 
founding of the parish by the first pioneers with the first log church 
and the present church in vision. 

' I 

'I 
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TOP ROW-Lou is Fink, Cemetery Sexton; John Pung, Church Committee; Herbert Stump, Janitor; Joseph Martin , 
Organist. BOTTOM ROW-Edward Hengesbach, Church Committee; John Miller, Church Committee; Rev. Edward 
Gutha, Pastor; Robert Kelp, Church Committee; William Schmitt, Church Committee. 
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MOST REV. BISHOP RADEMACHER, D. D. 

BISHOP RADEMACHER 

Bishop Rademacher W<ls lJom in Westphalia Dec. !3, 18±0. Tie studied 
at St. Vincent College in Pa. 'l'hen he entered St. l\Iichael's Seminaty 
nt Pittsburgh. He was ordained ptiest on Ang. 2 in 186± by Bishop 
Lum·R of the Diocese of Fort Wayne. 

Ilis first parish was Attica, Ind. Then fot eight yenrs pastor at 
Columbia City, Incl. ITis next pnriRh was St. Mary's at Fort Wayne. 
Dnring this time RC\' . Rn<lemachet· was also chancellor of the Diocese 
and later took charge of St. -:.uary's Chmch at Lafayette which was 
the Recond largest parish in the Diocese. 

On April 21, 1883, he wns appointed Bishop of :Ya. ll\·ille, Tenn. 
Later he was Bishop of Fort ·wayne. 

lie died in HlOO and >vas bnriPrl in the \'ai.lwdral nt Fort \VaynP. 
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REV. I. A. BERGRATH 

REV. I. A. BERGRATH 

Rev. I. A. Bergt'ath was born in Honningen in Kreise Adenau, Ger­
many, Nov. 2G. 1836. He was a son of 'l'heod01·e Bet·grath and M:aria 
Heim-ichs and em igrated to America with his parents when still n 
ehi ld. Ile studied for the priesthood at St. Vincent's College, Pitt!';­
huegh, Pa., and was ordained at Scranton, Pa., April 2 ,1860. He cele­
brated his first lligh Mass in Westphalia, Michigan. lle was pastor 
of St. Michaels Mission, Pensacola, Florida, at the time of his death. 
He died Sept. 25, 1881, and was buried at Pensacola, Florida . 
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REV. MICHAEL BERGRATH 

REV. MICHAEL BERGRATH 

]{e,·. Michael Bergrath, son of Theodore Bergralh and i\laria Hein­
l'ichs, was born April 4, 1851, at \Yesiphalia, ::'lfiehigan. Tie attended 
the parish school at \Vcstphalia and completed his silHlies at St. Vin­
cent's College, Pittsburgh , Pn. IT~? was ord;l incd .Tuly :~0, 1874, at 
Scranton, Pa. 

He read his first solemn ITigh l\lass at St. :Jiary's church, \Vestphalia. 
He was appointed pastor of St. Patrick's pm·ish, \Vhiic Hayen, Pn., 
which was his first and only charge. He was also synodal examinatm· 
in the Scranton diocese. 

In 1899 he returned to Westphalia to celebrate his silver jubilee. 
He died in l\Iarch 1909 and was bnried at White ITaven, Pa. 



Page 38 WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

REV. FRANCIS BERTRAM 

HE\'. FHAl\'CIS BEH'I'HAl\l 

H~ · 1 ·. Fr·. Bel'tl·n m ll";t,; hor·n . \pr·il :!, J t-l9fl . H e is lite !-iOll of John r. 
nrrd Tlre1·esia B eri.l·n m. Tie attencl r(l the 1';11·i sh srl! ool at \Yl'Rtphalin, 
ilnd e JJI Pt·ed Assnmplion College nt S<111dwieh, Ont .. in 19J 2. In J917 
he attended St. Fr·;IJt('iR Seminal":v n enr :J[ilwnnkee. lie was ordaine<l 
~Ppt. 10, 19~:..?. <l !Hl wnx appo iniNl nsRiRtant ]XI Rto r· of St. John the 
Enmgelist pnrish, irr Detroit. On D er. 17, ] 9~7, he was appointPcl 
pnsl or of St .. JosPph's pm·ish ni :J[nybee. 

Fr. Ber·tram is o ne of ihe first of onr mo1·e J'rrent pl"iesi R i o R1u<ly 
for IIoly Or·clet·s. Since his ordination nnd that of Fr. Loelrer in 
~eptember, 1922, a number of yonng men fr·om \ Vestphali n hn\' C begmr 
~ ~ mlying fOI' t he priesthood. 
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REV. BERNARD C. LOEHER 

REY. BERNARD C. I ,OEUEH 

Her. Ht•r·n;trd Loelrt>t·, a !'iOn of Pmf. Fl'ank Lol'IH•t·, was bor·n in \\ '(' ~( ­

phnlin .lnly n. JS!).). He attended the pm·islt S('hool at '"('~iphalia Hllll 
l'Ontinned his studies at Assnmption C'olleg<' . S;nHlwic·h, On!., R!. Fran­
cis St·minary, 1\Iilwmtkee, ·wis., aJHl l'f!. RL )f;11·y's RPminar·y, ('incin ­
nati. Ohio. Tie was Ol'Ch1i rwcl Rep!. 10, 1!)::?:?, ;t( l)piJ-oit nnd c·ekl)l'n(pd 
hi~ fin;( Rolemn High 1\1;1~:-; at WPsiphnlin R<>pt. 1:2. 1!):.!:2. liP wns 
;1ppo inted pastor- of St. Eliznheth's pm·ish, J)etroit. LntPr lw b<'<'nnw 
'' membl'l' of th0 faenlt-v of R;1CrC'd l[(•;n·t Seminnr·v. For n i ime Ire 
;tl~o serr0d <1S clwpluin.of St. .Tmwpl1'~:; Men·y Ho~;;pitnl, A1111 Arbor. 

At pre;;eul Ire i~:; <1 pt·of<'RSOL' a 1 Ra('J'Pll TTPn r-t Sc•m inn ry. 
Fr· . LoehL' r is a ~-;eholnr ;lllc1 " wr-iiPr· of no mea 11 nhilit}'. II is lJook, 

"FOLLOWJ~n <'IJI{[R'I' 'l'lfHOPO lf 'l'llB 1\L\R~." met with world 
1ricle nppt·or;tl nn<1 t lw tir-~t Pc1ition of j,OOO copil'S wns pxhansted a 

few months af1Pr lea,·ing tlw 1wess . It is one of the n e west· books on tlte 
MASS. Among the m<lll,V approbn liom; l'C'CPiYetl l1~ · F1·. Loeher arc 

those hom: 'J'he l\[osl Hn. "Jii('hat'l .TameR Gallagher , Bishop of De­

troit; MosL Rev. Fnmcis J. Beckman, Arcl1bishop of Dubuque; The 
f\11·dinal IT ayes LiLeratme Committee; 'fhe l\'lichigan Catholic; North ­
\re~t Reriew, "'innipeg, Onnnda; Lonclon UniverRP, London, England , 
and The Catholic Achocate, Brisbane, Australia. 
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REV. JOSEPH J. BOHR 

RE\'. JOSEPH J. BOHH 

Re\'. Bohr is a son of ·william Bohr of \l.'estphalia. He was IJorn i11 
Orand Rapids NM. 24, 1907, aml J·eceiyed hiR g-rade school education 
at St. Mary's School, 'Ve tphalia. Tiis high school and college work 
was completed at Sac1·ed IIeart Seminary, Detroit, where he n'ceived 
the Artium Baccalanreus (Bachelor of Arts) degree. 

Following his graduation at Detroit Rev. Bohr entered the seminary 
at Norwood, Ohio, where he completed his seminary course. 

Ordained Jnne 9, 19:1:>, and sang his First Solrrnn High 1\raRR at St. 
1lary's Church. vVeRtphalia. on .TmJe lR, 19~fi. 

Fr. Bohr is at present aRsistant pastor of St. ~lm·y's p<lrish, .Addnn, 
Mich. 
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REV. ARNOLD F. SCHNEIDER 

REV. ARNOLD F. SCHNEIDER 

Rev. A t·no lu F. Sth neidn, sou of .Jokcph E. Rthneidet· <tlld 'I'here~a 

B111·mauu, was l!om .Tnly :20, JR9~. un the '.\fi<·liMl Schneider fr11·m 
nmtheast of 'Vestplialia . TTc· a1tenc1ed tiH' gntLlc schools at St. Mary\;. 
Westphalia, and fot· several seasons also the vill<~ge public school. II<• 
st•t' l'ed in the army during the world wat' for eighteen months. rT e 
began his studies for the pl'iestlwod n t Ai'!·;u m plion College SPpl. ~ . 

19 ~::l. After spenll iug six yen t·s at r\ssmnption he completed his 1lte­
ology at Tnm;brnek, Anshia. H e \\' <IS onla in <'d there on i\Iar·rh 1::. 
1932. 

ll e rend his first mass at Elpe, 'IVl'stphalcn (im Sauerland), the honw 
of his grandparents, Mr. and 1\[rs. Joseph Burmann. He is now sta ­
tioned at St. Elizabeth's Parish, Detroit. 

J 
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REV. PHILIP COOK 

REV. ISIDORE BOHR 

REV. STANLEY FEDEWA 

REV. EUGENE FEDEWA 
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H<>sidr;; the foregoing p1·it'stR who h~ve ent-ered the priesthood ~nd 
Ita\'(: ccl<'ht·1ticd tlteit· FirRt :\fasses at \Vestphali11, St. :Mary's Parish 
:tl:<o rlnimR as hel' sons the t'o llrl\ring, wlto " ·et·e born in the parish and 
ati enrlrd the parish school, lllll mOI'eu to ot-her pm·iRhes before tlwir 
ordination: 

FnthCJ' Philip Cook, son of 1\lr. and :.'Ill's. ::.'lfntltias ('ook. " ·ns born 
~ept. !J. 1DOG, and was baptized ::1t Westphalia. lie attemled the par­
ish scl10ol at Westphalia aiHl lntrl' St. Joseph 's School, F't'll'a mo. He 
studiNl nt Assumption College, Sn.nclwiclt. Ontario, S:itTrd IIeari. 
Hrminal'y, :mel completed his Theology 11t )ft. St. l\I:it':V'R Seminary. 
XOJ·wooll, Ohio. He wns ordained l\Iny '27. JH:1-t-. :md was nppointr>d 
:IRsistani. pnstor of St .. Toseph's Cltmch, Howell. 

Fathrt· IRidore Bohr, 11R:<islnut pasim· of St. Mrll·gm·et -Mary Parislt, 
l>l'ti·oit, is the' sm1 of -:'lfr. <~IHl M1·s. RPrnm·d Bohr. TTe was bol'll Oe!. 
~'2. HlOG, mHl wns b1!]TI izell in Rt. ::.'IJm·y's Chmch. IY<>;;tphnlia. TTe at­
tl'nued tl1e Pm·ish School anfl later St. F'atrirk's Rel10ol, Portland. H P 

slntlied at Sacrl'd Ht•art Seminmy. Dch-oit, aud nt JUt. St. l\Inry's 
RPminm·y, :NonYOOtl. Ohio. ITe was Ol'dninP<l in the ~ ·e nt 1933. 

Father StanlPy I<'Cllcwa, son of Mr. anrl ~ft·;;. ,\lbt' L't Fede\\·n, \1' 111-i 
horn Feh. 1, 1907. n(' waR baptized in St. :\I:ii':V'R Church and atiencl ­
!'d the Parish scliool a11d lai ct Sl. Patl'iek's school, Portland. He 
~tutliPll at S<l('l'Pfl Tienrt RemiJJnt·y. Detroit. aml at l\H. St. :\[ary';; 
~rmin<lt·y , :Nonvoo<l, Ohio. Tit• was orflninrd in the yrat 193B. He i!'; 
11s~istn nt pastor of Sncrefl TT carl- Clnn·<·h, Den l'IJm·n. 

FatlJeJ· Eugene Fedewn. a ])l·othct o( Father· Sianley, nncl of Si;.;trt· 
Anwuila of the Sister;.; of' Cln·isli:m Charity, was botn l\Iay 9, 1910. 
lie waR baptized in the P:u·ish Church M \Vrsipktlia. He attended 
the parish school nml also R1. F'atrick'R SC'hool. Potlland. ITe studietl 
nt Sacred IIeart Seminat·y, Drtroit, and nl;;o <It ili e Theological Semi ­
nary at Innsbtnck .. 'Lnsirin. Tie wn s otdairJP(l :.'If arch '29. 1 n~G, and is 
at present assistant pastor of tlte Clmrch of the Epiphany nt Dehoit. 

At the present time St. ~ \[ary's Pn1·ish hns prepm·ing for the priest ­
hood the following: Alhert Schmitt, Rober·t Keill'n nt Ut. St. Mat·y'R 
Seminaty, Norwood. Ohio: Ernest Kcilen, Robert Bengel, Robrrt Pung, 
Erwin Lennemann at St. l\'Im·y's l\fission House, Techny, Illinois. 



Page 44 WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

V'l 

>-
0 
co 

V'l 

>-
""' < 
~ 

r-: 
V'l 



1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

Dlli ERSTEN PIONIERE 

Ein Rnndert ,JahrP sin es her 
Seit clcm sie kamen nebers meer 
Hier zu suchen hier zu finclen 
Eine Heimnth sieh zu gn1enden. 

Naltmen abschied YOU den Lieben 
Die im Vatrrlande bliebcn 
fTnd Rie liPsen sich hier nieder 
Es erschalltPn deutsche Lieder. 

fn <h'J' wilduisR in der dichh•n 
JkgaJill dPI' 111'\Vrtld SiCh 7.11 ]jcJJtpn 

IJnd n;t('ll Tioffen und D<ICh bang<•n 
Errcichtcn Ric ihr heisz' YerlangPu. 

Uud naclt vielen vielen Jahren 
Wollen sich zusammen schaarpn 
Alle jene die so koennrn 
Um ihr Loblied anznstimmen. 

Xnn der urwahl is gelichtl't 
TTnd <lt•s TJiede:-; YPt'H gedichlt-1 
Ueb1 ihnen ihr G('hneht•en. 
Dreimal Roch d<'n Pionicn·n! 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF ST. MARY'S PARISH 

It was in the year 1836 that the Rev. Anton Kopp, accompanied by 
a number of his country men, left Westphalia, Germany, for America. 
They sailed from Bremen Aug. 26, crossing the ocean and landing in 
New York Oct. 3. They started for Detroit several days later, via 
the Erie Canal and arrived there Oct. 25. 

Upon their arrival they immediately took counsel with a priest of 
Detroit as to where they would be best suited for a location for their 
future homes. This was a very important meeting for it was to decide 
their future location in the New World. 

They were advised by this clergyman to take up newly surveyed 
government land in the Grand River Valley. They were likewise urged 
by a Mr. Cordes to locate somewhere in this \7icinity. Mr. Cordes had 
previously worked with the surveyors and acquired considerable 
knowledge about the land in the Grand River Valley. 

Accordingly, three days after their arrival in Detroit, Rev. Fr. Kopp 
and Eberhard Platte left for the land offi ce at Ionia. They arrived 
in Ionia Nov. 4, after seven hard days of travel. H ere they experi­
enced considerable difficulty not being familiar with the English lan­
guage. They finally succeeded, however , in buying land Nov. 10. 

Fr. Kopp immediately returned to Detroit alone, Eberhard Platte 
remaining in Lyons. He arrived there Nov. 18, after a long tiresome 
trip. On Nov. 19 he was kindly received by Rt. Rev. Bishop Rese who 
appointed him for the German Mission. 

In the meantime a group of five men, namely .A.nton Cordes, Joseph 
Platte, John Hanses, vVilliam Tillman, and John Salter, started out 
from Detroit on foot to explore the wilderness. Imagine the courage 
of these early immigrants guided hy the Rev. Fr. Kopp in striking out 
as they did in a strange wild country to find future homes for them­
selves." Like so many other immigrants from Europe they had crossed 
the ocean in sailboats, a long tedious journey in itself. After that the 
slow journey across country to the frontier city of Detroit. They very 
likely had suffered the pangs of homesickness, privation and poverty 
long before they reached Detroit. They were not even acquainted with 
the language of their adopted country and it can be imagined how 
utterly lost they must have felt in this strange land. 

However, as strangers in a strange land they found immeasurable 
comfort in their faith. They found those to whom they could go for 
advice, those whom they trusted impli citly, namely the Rev. Clergy 
of Detroit. 

There were no "':'ailroads at that time and in fact not many good 
roads of any kind, but these five men finally reached Lyons by way 
of th~ Dexter trail. Lyons was at that time a small pioneer settlement 
in Ionia County. Here they engaged a l\fr. Hunt to guide them to 
the government lands that had been taken up at Ionia Nov. 10. 

The United States Government owned this entire township, as specu­
lators did not consider any land in this vicinity worth their attention. 
These first settlers paid about one dollar an acre for their land. They 
located on Section 5, Town 6 North, Range 4 West, in November, 1836. 
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NICHOLAS MARTIN MRS. NICHOLAS MARTIN 
Parents of the first girl married in Westphalia 

EBERHARD PLATTE THERESIA PLATTE 
Parents of the first child baptized in Westphalia 
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They took possession of the entire section, except one eighty-acre tract. 
In memory of the province they had left in the fatherland they named 
the new township "Westphalia". 

Mr. Hanses, Mr. Cordes, Mr. Platte and Mr. Tillman remained on the 
ground and began at once to clear the land. But Mr. Salter, declining 
to become a practical pioneer just then, returned to Detroit. He soon 
afterwards sold his land, thereby ending his connection with \Vest­
phalia. Mr. Tillman remained for two months, then absented himself 
for a time. Upon his return he settled on section 9. 

HARDSHIPS OF THE FIRST SETTLERS 

These first settlers were very poor and after paying for their lands 
had but little left. Such luxuries as doors or windows were not to he 
had and they had to depend upon blankets and sheets for their cabin 
openings. The hearts of the women folks often quaked with terror 
when they heard the howling of wolves at night. At times they ex­
pected to see the beasts dash through the ill protected openings. 

Many a story has been told about the struggles and privations these 
first settlers had to endure. They were hardly able to supply them­
selves with the common necessities of life, while waiting for the earth 
to yield them of its fruits. Poor as they were, they had to pay dearly 
for what they needed. As an instance, it cost Anton Cordes fifty dol­
Lars, about all the money he had in the world, for bringing a load of 
household goods from Detroit to his Westphalia clearing. 

The preceding summer had been very dry, so prices were high and 
food scarce. The settlement felt the depression all the more, because 
they had had no chance to plant anything and roads were very poor 
to get food from outside. Flour was held at eighteen dollars per 
barrel, potatoes, two dollars per bushel, and pork, twenty-five cents 
per pound. In the summer of 1837, flour was held at twenty-one dol­
lars a barrel at Lyons and even at that was hard to get. Mr. Hanses 
is reported later as saying, that the timber [!.bout them was often so 
thick that when they wanted to see the sky they had to chop down a 
tree. It was some time before a team of oxen was brought to West­
phalia and the bac-k of the pioneer was sorely tried in the work of 
clearing and tilling the land. They used primitive tools, somewhat 
on the order of the wooden plow, as well as the hoe, shovel and spade. 
They found the soil good, however, and hoped for a brighter future. 

~~~~~ 

~~ 
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JOHN HANSES 

One of the first five pioneers who 
founded Westphalia 

ELIZABETH HANSES 

His Wife 

THE PIONEER WEDDING 
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John Hanses was the only one of the pioneer company who was not 
married, and was therefore the pioneer bachelor of Westphalia. How­
ever, he put up a cabin on his place and kept bachelor's hall. His com­
panions brought their families out from Detroit toward the beginning 
of February, 1837. 

Mr. Hanses spent the first eighteen months of his sojourn between 
clearing his place and working at Lyons for others. Upon his return 
to his bachelor's hall for a permanent stay, he was stricken down with 
fever and ague and lay helpless for six months. He was taken in hand 
and cared for by the family of Nicholas Martin, his neighbor. Later 
he was united in marriage with Mr. Martin's daughter, Elizabeth, 
Rev. Fr. Kopp performed the ceremony. This wedding or marriage 
took place February 1, 1840, and was the pioneer wedding of West­
phalia. There was a humble wedding feast and then the bride and 
groom took for their wedding trip a walk from Mr. Martin's house to 
the groom's cabin. Both bride and groom lived to a hearty old age 
as respected citizens of the community. 

Bernard H anses, a son, aged 92, still lives on the Hanses hom estead 
and is the oldest resident of Westphn lia at the present time. 
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EARLY PIONEERS 

ln 1837 and 1838 the following joined the first settlers in West­
phalia: Eberhard Platte, Michael Thome, Peter Arens, Mathias Ott, 
Gottfried Adelmann, August Thome, A.nton Platte, Michael Thomen, 
and Nicholas Martin. They came from the same neighborhood in 
Germany as the "pioneer advance guard", and were in many cases 
friends of long standing. They nat urally looked for homes in the 
New World where they would meet their old companions. They settled 
as much as possible, along the creek now known as Fuller Creek, since 
it was a fresh water stream and much larger than it is today. This 
stream was known for many years as Platte Bach ·for the reason that 
several families of Plattes owned land in this vicinity. One great 
advantage they had over the first five settlers, was namely this: They 
knew, when they left Germany, just where they were going, and at the 
end of the long tiresome journey they received an enthusiastic welcome 
from their friends. They were all very poor, however, when they 
finally reached Westphalia, and with the others they lived the hard 
life of the pioneer. At the end of the year 1837, the settlement had 
only two cows. Prices dropped somewhat in the year 1838. 

Among those who came in 1839 were: Franz Rademacher, Conrad 
Martin, Lorenz Huhn, Lorenz Nasemann, Bernard Rademacher, Peter 
Platte, Ludwig Wieber, Martin Paul, .T oseph Platte, Anton Belke, 
Wilhelm Tillman. The little German colony in the wilds of Michigan 
became somewhat famous. Its members, communicating with friends 
in the fatherland, pointed the way to those who chose to join the early 
settlers. 

Franz Rademacher and l!is family were brought from Detroit to 
Westphalia with an ox team and wagon. It took ten days to make 
the trip. The household goods of the Rademachers were piled upon 
the wagon and their one cow was tied in back of it. Thus they made 
the trip to Westphalia in true pioneer style. Darkness again over­
took them before they located their homestead and they spent the last 
night in a shack t hat had been abandoned by some settler a few miles 
to the north. Mr. Rademacher had bought the land in Detroit of a 
Mr. Cordes who had lived upon it one year and raised a few potatoes, 
putting them into a pit. The trip to Westphalia: cost Mr. Rademacher 
ten dollars and when he finally arrived at his homestead, he had left 
25 cents in cash, a few sacks of flour and the potatoes that had been 
bought with the land. 

This farm is about one and one-half miles east of Westphalia, and 
is now occupied by Bernard Rademacher, great grandson of Franz 

·Rademacher, who bought the land. 

EARLY PIONEER LIFE 

When the early settlers were ready to harvest their wheat they cut 
it by hand with a sickle or scythe or later with a cradle. It was a l ~o 

gathered up by hand and tied in bundles. Each farmer threshed his 
own wheat with a hand flail. It was sometimes pounded out on ice, 
on barn floors or on any other hard surface. This method of flailing 
wheat was not new to the settlers for this custom also prevailed in 
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Germany at that time. Cattle were scarce t hen and the usual custom 
was to pack a two bushel bag of wheat upon the back, carry it on foot 
through the woods to Lyons or Portland to be milled and bring back 
the flour in the same manner. John Hanses also recollected later, 
how he used to drag barrels of flour from Portland on a hand sled, and 
halt every few minutes to lift the flour over fallen trees which were 
in the way. 

It was about this same time that August Thome carried a bed sheet 
full of wool on his back from Westphalia to Detroit. He started out 
on a Thursday and reached Detroit Sunday morning in time for early 
mass. After selling the wool he followed the same_ trail back to his 
Westphalia clearing. 

Michael Thome brought the first pair of oxen to the Westphalia set­
tlement in 1838. They were in constant demand and probably did 
not enjoy being the only ox team in the community. Mr. Thome, their 
owner, was looked upon as a man especially favored by fortune. The 
scarcity of ox teams was a seriously felt want especially in such work 
as carrying fence rails and other similar tugging labor. The back of 
the pioneer was often tired and weary, and he hoped for the time when 
ox teams would become common. 

The settlers had to buy all needed supplies while awaiting the growth 
of their first crops. Since money was so scarce, they could not always 
gratify their wants and actually suffered hunger on many occasions. 
As an example, Michael Thomen when he sowed his first crop of wheat, 
could not afford a drag and actually dragged his wheat field with 
bundles of thorn bushes. In fact the custom of dragging with thorn 
bushes seemed quite common in the early days of the settlement. Of 
course it must be remembered that in t he beginning the pioneer settlers 
had not many acres to cultivate. Their real work at first consisted in 
chopping down the trees about them and burning up the brush. 
Stumps were burned out as much as possible. 

LOG CABINS 

Log houses were used almost exclusively for many years in West­
phalia and a few log cabins still dot the landscape here and there. 

These buildings were raised by a bee or community gathering of 
fl'iends and neighbors. The logs were cut to proper lengths, trimmed 
and fitted at the corners and laid one upon the other to form the walls. 
The space between was filled with a mixture of clay. Logs also 
supported the ceiling of boards and were often white washed to form 
a neat appearance. At first there were no stairways and only a ladder 
led up into the loft. An open fire-place was often built at one end of 
the cabin with a large wide chimney built of clay. The roof of the 
cabin was usually made of hand split shingles. The cost of hinges, 
nails, windows, etc., for one of these cabins averaged about $2.50. The 
furniture in the cabin such as chairs, tables, beds, cradles, cabinets, 
e~c., were of wood and mostly made by hand. Much artistic talent was 
displayed by some of the pioneers in the making of some of these simple 
household furnishings . 
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The early settlers usually chopped down the trees in such manner 
as to make them fall in a heap as much as possible. llVhen burned up, 
this left quite a cleared space. After they had made a clearing in this 
manner they tilled and cultivated it as well as possible with the tools 
at hand. 

Much good timber as well as brush was burned in those pioneer days. 
Logging "bees" were common. Trees were felled, trimmed, rolled upon 
a heap and sent up in smoke. In makes one shudder to think of all the 
fine timber Cj.estroyed in this manner. This fact is especially significant 
at the present time when our government is ·engaged in reforestation 
projects, CCC camps, etc. However, in those early days, the clearing 
of the land was a vital necessity. The early settlers had to have enough 
cleared land upon which to grow their crops, in order that they might 
eat. 

This constant burning of brush and clearing of the land ·seemed to 
be the cause of many a tragic death among the children of the commun­
ity. No doubt, so much fire and smoke at all times was the cause of 
many of these tragedies. Also the fact, that in those days whole fam ­
ilies went into the woods to help burn the brush and make the clearing. 

In 1841 Lorenz Huhn's two children were burned to death in the 
house of their parents. The parents had gone into the woods nearby 
for a short time. They had hardly gone before the house took fire, 
and burned and with it the children. The supposition was, that the 
children played with fire. 

It was also around this time, that Mrs. John Hanses, the pioneer 
bride of Westphalia, had her thrilling experience with a bear. On her 
way back to the Hanses cabin one evening after visiting her parents, 
the Martins, she encountered a bear in the woods. She was of course 
frightened almost to death. However she kept her presence of mind 
enough to climb a tree, hurriedly you may be sure. She dared not 
climb too large a tree either, else the bear could climb up after her. 
So she quickly chose a smaller tree and had to remain in it the whole 
night. She dared not come down lest Mr. Bruin be keeping watch 
near by. The reason a search party was not sent out sooner was, 
because her parents thought she had gone home· and her home folks 
thought she had stayed with her parents. Such was the wild and 
exciting life in the early days of Westphalia. 

Wildlife abounded. It was often dangerous as well as plentiful. 
Some snakes were dangerous, especially rattlesnakes and the word 
schlangen-gebissen is frequently used in the early burial records. 

The early settlers often saw deer roaming through the forests around 
Westphalia. At times these graceful animals ventured near their cabin 
homes. Mrs. Theodore Droste, who lived on section 5 often related 
her novel experience of seeing a deer come np to the cabin window as 
she sat near by with her sewing. The startled animal made a most 
beautiful picture as it gazed at her through the cabin window. 

There were also Indians in this vicinity in the pioneer days and even 
later, but they proved to be quite friendly and liked to barter with 
the white man. Now and then, with many signs and gestures they 
would ask for a loaf of bread just freshly baked in an out door oven. 
The housewife could hardly afford to give away loaves of bread when 
flour was so hard to obtain, but she usually did so in order not to 
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incite tb.e anger of the Red Man. At one time an encampment of In­
dians pitched their tents on the banks of Stoney Creek, north and east 
of Westphalia, about one and one-half miles east of the bridge, the 
home where Jacob Schneider now resides. Here they lived their simple 
out door life; hunted and fished. They also made woven baskets and 
tried to sell them or barter with them whenever they had the oppor­
tunity. 

This Indian Colony was a permanent one and they remained in thi s 
vicinity until about 1878 or 1879. 

FR. KOPP RETURNS TO THE SETTLEMENT 

In September, 1837, Rev. Fr. Kopp at the earnest solicitation of the 
settlers, returned to them. He bought a horse and buggy to make the 
trip to the settlement. On account of poor, muddy roads, and lack of 
bridges the trip was both difficult and dangerous. A mile from DeWitt 
his wagon broke down, and in the effort of fixing it Fr. Kopp lost his 
pocketbook with forty dollars. He finally reached Lyons October 3rd. 
He remained here for a time as the number of Catholics was greater 
than in the settlement, but occasionally he had Mass in the settlement. 
The first Masses were read in the homes of the pioneers. While in 
Lyons he stayed with Joseph Platte in a poor clapboard house. 

In 1837 it was decided to erect a log house of two rooms in the set­
tlement, one for Divine Services, the other for the priest's living quar­
ters. This log church was begun, but due to bad weather and lack of 
settlers it was finished only the following year. This church was 
located west and north of the present church or about one-half mile 
west of the present rectory. (Long after the church was removed, the 
square plat of ground upon which it stood as well as the cemetery 
around it was never plowed by Anthony Platte who owned the land. 
This was out of respect for his relatives and friends who were buried 
in the small cemetery.) The church was built upon a knoll or hill. 
(At that time the land was so swampy in this township that the people 
were forced to look for the high places when they thought of building. ) 

Rev. Fr. Kopp had again gone back to Detroit but in March, 1838, 
he returned to Lyons. Again he remained for a short time with 
.Joseph Platte at Lyons. From here he went to the settlement where 
he remained for two weeks with Anton Cordes. He then moved into 
the poorly equipped house, and, buying the necessary provisions began 
keeping house for himself. The first year the settlers were able to 
donate little else but pork and potatoes for the support of the pastor. 

Fr. Kopp held religious services in his log cabin and also gave in­
structions in his living quarters. He was a man of splendid education, 
with much energy and force of character. He was ever an important 
factor during his brief stay in Westphalia in the conduct of religious 
and secular affairs. ' 

Certainly much credit is due this remarkable man for the spirit of 
self sacrifice he exhibited. He remained here in t he wilderness, living 
a life of hardship and poverty in order to be of service to his people 
and administer to their spiritual needs. Because of his superior edu­
cation and leadership he was called upon to attend to their temporal 
and political affairs as well. 
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During the winter of 1838, he occasionally visited an Irish settle­
ment that had been made at Belleview Road, Ionia County. His visits 
were deeply appreciated, for there were not many priests in the out 
missions in those days. It was also during this winter, 1838, that Fr. 
Kopp was sick for six weeks with cold and fever. However, in the 
spring he was able to take up his work again, even planting his own 
garden. · 

SCARCITY OF 1\II:ONEY 

In March, 1839, the settlers su bscrii.Jed the Slllll of $58 for the sn p­
port of their pastor. The following year however they were able to 
raise only about $6 of this amount. In the beginning of 1840 Fr. Kopp 
taught school for several months and was paid $8 and several cents by 
the state. A severe winter followed in which he had the added mis­
fortune of losing his horse. 

PARISH ACQUIRES CHURCH PROPERTY 

In 1840 in order to make the first church parish property, the set· 
tiers agreed to pay the following sums : 

A.. To Michael Thomen for building 

B. To Joseph Platte for 1200 ft. lnmber 

C. To Fr. Kopp for various expenses . 

'l'he entire debt of the parish . 

.. $50.00 

38.00 

11.56112 

. $90.36lj2 

Fr. Kopp offered to pay Michael Thomen and Joseph Platte with 
his own money and he gave the parish eight years time in which to pay 
him 'back without interest. This amounted to $11.391h per year. 

By this contract the parish acquired the house and the land owners 
were taxed in order to raise the yearly quota. 

The trustees elected in 1841 werP, Conrad Martin, Louis Wieber and 
Anton Cordes. This year proved to be more depr ~ss iv e than the fore­
going one. They had little rain and the crops failed. 

Rev. Fr. Kopp went on a mission tour passing through Grand Rap­
ids, Milwaukee, St. Joseph, Niles, Bertram, Kalamazoo, Marshall, Jack­
sonbury, Ann Arbor and Detroit. He returned to Westphalia the be­
ginning of August. His salary fee for the year was $32. The summer 
was dry, crops poor, prices were low and many farmers labored for 
their board. 

In spite of all these hardships however, the settlement continued 
to grow. In 1841 and 1842 a large number of families emigrated to 
Westphalia from the Rhine country in Germany as shown in Fr. Kopp's 
records. 
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"THE FIRST TOWNSHIP :MEETING" 

In 1839, the IJUmber of settlers was so large that, with the permis­
sion of the government they separated from Watertown and formed 
the township of Westphalia. Officers were elected for the first time. 

The first township meeting was held at the house of Anton Cordes, 
April 29, 1839. Anton Cordes was appointed moderator. Joseph 
Cordes, clerk, and Philip Henry Martz, James S. McRoberts, Peter 
Arens and Anthony Kopp inspectors of election. 

The officials chosen on that occasion were : 

Supervisor-Anthony Kopp 

Clerk-Philip Henry Martz 

Treasurer-Nicholas Martin 

.Tnstices of the Peace-Gottfried .Adleman (four years), Anton 
Cordes (three years), Peter Al'ens 

Assessors-Anton Platte, Philip Henry :Martz, James S. McRoberts 

Highway Commissioners-Conrad ~'Iartin, Nicholas Martin, John 
H anses · 

School Inspectors-P eter Arens, Michael Thome 

Collector-Mathias Ott 

Constable-Mathias Ott 

Directors of the Poor- Bernard Rademacher, Anton Cordes 

Overseers of Highways-Francis Rademacher in District No. 1, 
Anthony Kopp in District No. 3 

The book containing the records of the first elections in Westphalia 
is nearly ninety-eight years old. It is entirely written in script and 
still readable. The meetings and elections were held in accordance 
with the law of the land and written into the records with great ex­
actitude. 

Unfortunately the written 1·ecord of the first meeting has been lost 
but we herewith present a (photostatic) copy of the second township 
election, held in Westphalia in 1840. It is in Fr. Kopp's own hand­
writing. 

THE TREASURER'S REPORT IN 1840 

At a meeting of th e township board, held March 24, 1840, for the 
purpose of settling with the town treasll!'eL', it appeared that there had 
been received by the treasurer from residents twenty-six dollars and 
forty cents and from non-residents twenty dollars and seventy cents, 
or a total of forty-seven dollars and ten cents; that the collector's fees 
were two dollars and fifty-one cents; that there had been paid in town 
orders twenty-six dollars and twenty-five and a half cents, and that 
there remained due to the town twenty-one dollars and thirty-six and 
a half cents. 
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PIONEER BUSINESS PLACES 

Lorenz Naseman was the first shoemaker the settlement had and 
Peter Servatius who came in 1841, the second. 

Joseph Platte started a small store at Lyons directly after his arrival 
iu Westphalia. When the settlement had grown somewhat in number, 
he opened a similar place on section 5 upon the road now passing 
east and west through the village. It was located on the first regularly 
constructed highway in the settlement. 

The pioneer marriage has already been noted. 
The first baptism recorded by Fr. Kopp was that of Theresia, daugh­

ter of Joseph and Maria Platte of Lyons. 
The first boy baptized was A.nthony Platte, son of Eberhard and 

Theresia Platte of Lyons. 
The first child born and baptized in Westphalia was Elizabeth, 

daughter of Conrad and Catherina ·M:artin . She was born in 1840 and 
later became the wife of Peter Petsch . 

The first boy born and baptized in \Vestphalia was William Rade­
macher, son of Franz Rademacher and Elizabeth Bayer. 

The first death r ecorded by Fr. Kopp was a seven-year-old daughter 
of Eberhard and Theresia P latte of J_,yons, Anna Katherine by name. 
Her burial took place ,T nne 4, 1838. 

Followin g is a li st of the first marriages, the first baptisms, and the 
first burials that are written into the records of St. Mary's parish. 

Marriages: 

1. John Hanses and Elizabeth Martin, married Feb. 1, 1840. 
2. Lorenz Naseman and Mary E lizabeth Martin, married July 21, 

1842. 
3. Augnst Thome and Eva Doll, married Sept. 15, 1842. 
4. Philip Hauck and Anna M. Pohl, married Sept. 17, 1842. 
5. William Tillman and H elena Koenig, married Sept. 17, 1842. 
6. Gottfried Adelman and Christine Lopis, married Jan. 17, 1843. 
7. John Dunnebacke and Anna M. Heinlein, married Jan. 9, 1844. 
8. Franz Martin and Gertrude Vidua, married June 18, 1844. 
9. Emerich Neuman and Maria Koch, married Feb. 4, 1845. 

10. H enry Burritt and Bridget Halpin of Owen Oaks, married Feb. 
17, 1845. 

Baptisms: 

1. Theresia, daughter of Joseph Platte and Maria Belke of Lyons, 
baptized March 23, 1838. 

2. Maria, daughter of Patrick Lawless and Catherine Toan of Ionia, 
baptized July 16, 1838. 

3. Antonius, son of Eberhard Platte and Theresia Saltar of Lyons, 
baptized July 22, 1838. 

4. Apollonia, daughter of Paul Remeo and Barbara Graes of Lyons, 
baptized F eb. 23, 1839. 

5. Mary, daughter of Peter Heckert and Mary Ann Loughlan of 
Ionia, baptized April 7, 1839. 

6. Elizabeth, daughter of Conrad Martin and Catherina Martin 
of W estphalia, baptized August 25, 1840. 
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7. Maria Elizabeth, daughter of Peter Arens and Anna Katherina 
Plute of Westphalia, baptized October 1, 1840. 

8. Carl, son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Keerow of Lookinglass, born 
April 30, baptized Nov. 29. 

9. Helena, daughter of William Neals, born June 16, baptized 
Dec. 22. 

10. Maria, daughter of Michael Welsh and Ann Brown, born Feb. 28, 
baptized Feb. 29. 

11. ·william, son of Franz Rademacher and Elizabeth Bayer, born 
May 16, baptized May 17, 1840. 

ANTHONY PLATTE 

WILLIAM RADEMACHER 
First boy born and baptized 

in Westphalia 

ELIZABETH MARTIN (PETSCH ) 

First boy baptized in Westphalia First girl born and baptized in Westphalia 
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Burials: 

1. Anna Catherine, age 7 years, daughter of l\fr. and Mrs. Eberhard 
Platte of Lyons, buried June 4, 1838. 

2. Maria, age 2~ years, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz Huhn 
of Westphalia, buried March 19, 1841. 

3. Theresia, age 8 months, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lorenz Huhn 
of Westphalia, buried April 15, 1841. 

4. Anna, nearly 2 years, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Schafer of 
Westphalia, buried Sept. 18, 1841. 

5. Perry March, age 29 years, buried Sept. 30, 1841. 
6. Joseph, age 2 years, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholous Pohl of West­

phalia, buried Nov. 10, 1841. 
7. Anton, age 11 years, son of Mr. and Mrs. Anton Cordes of ·west­

phalia, buried May 23, 1842. 
8. 1842--Baby, one day old, buried. (Name unreadable.) 
9. 1842--(Name unreadable.) 

10. 1842--A child named Esch was buried. 

From these records it can be seen what a large scattered "congrega­
tion" was administered to by Father Kopp in his capacity of priest and 
spiritual advisor. In addition to this he went on extensive mission 
tours, this being a real mission country at the time. 

Soon the log church was too small for Divine Services so they re­
moved part of the temporary wall. On July 3rd, 1842, a move was 
made to buy ten acres of land for $40 upon ·which to erect a new 
chapel. On Dec. 18, 1842, another election of officers took place. The 
new trustees chosen were John Dunnebacke and John Hanses, (the 
latter being appointed teacher for one year). 

The parish finally bought ten acres of land on the SQutheast end of 
the settlement for $32, the very ten acres upon which the present parish 
buildings are located. The money was raised by taxing the settlers. 

During the winter of 1842 and 1843, Fr. Kopp took leave of West­
phalia leaving behind him a noble record as well as many an aching 
heart. He was for a short time in charge of St. Mary's parish in De­
troit. Later he organized St. Michael's parish in Chicago. 

Although he came no more to Westphalia, he watched its progress 
with anxious solicitude and to the day of his death was in friendly 
communication with the people who remembered him and spoke of him 
reverently and gratefully. 

FR. KOPP'S STATISTICS 
Following is a list of the first settlers in Westphalia as recorded by Rev. Father Kopp. 

Date Total 
Names of the Settlers 1836-37 Children Number Location 

1. Anton Cordes and Elizabeth 
Platte, Heiden, Westphalia, 
Prussia . ... .. . .. ..... .. ..... ... .. .... 8 10 Section 5, 115 ~ Acres 2. John Hanses, Elspe, Westphalia ......... ..... .... 1 Section 5, 136 Acres 3. Anton Platte aus Heiden ...... ······ ··· ··· · ·· ··· 1 Section 5, 7 ~ Acres 4. Michael Thomen .. . . .. ... .... ···· ···· · 1 3 Section 4, 40 Acres 

Names of the Settlers 

1. Michael Thomee . . . . ....... .. 
2. Nicolaus Martin ...... ....... . 
3. Peter Arens & Maria Catharina 

Pulte ..................... 
4. Mathias Ott ....... ... .. .. . .. 
5. Gottfried Adelmann .......... 
6. Anton Kopp von Ruthen, 

Westphalia .. .. . .. ... . .. .. . 

7. A~~~tf. - ~~~~e · e· . ~~~ - -~ ~~ . 

1. Lorenz H uhn .. . .. ... . .... .. . 
2. Lorenz Naseman .... ........ . 
3 . Bernard Rademacher .... . ... . 
4. Peter Platte von Heiden, 

Westphalia .. .. ..... . ..... . 
5. Franz Rademacher .......... . 
6. Conrad Martin ... .... .... ... . 
7. Ludwig Wieber .......... . ... . 
8. Martin Paul ........... . .... . 
9. Joseph Platte and Anna Maria 

Belke von Held en .. . .... .. . 
10. Anton and Eva Belke . . ... ... . 
11. Wilhelm Tillman, 2 te anlrunfit. 

1. Dominick Kopfert . . . ..... . .. . 
2. Johann Dunnebacke .. ...... . . 
3. Anton Pulte von Mecklin-

ghausen. Westphalia ....... . 
4. Maria Heinlein .... . ...... ... . 
5. Anton Martin .. .. . .... ...... . 

1. Nicholas Pohl and Anna Oath-
erina Mauren von Musch 
Reg. bezirk Coblenz . .. ..... 

2. Johann Fuchs and Anna Maria 
Schuller ... .... .... ........ 

3. Anton Fuchs Sohn des Vorigen, 
Wittman ...... . ...... .... . 

4. Johann Lehman and Anna 
Katharina Buechel. . ....... 

5. Johann Buechel .. . ...... . . .. . 
6. Anton Schaefer .. •.......•.. .. 
7. Adam Vidua ....... . . .. . .... . 
8. Johann Pung ........... . .. .. 
9. P eter Gross ...... .. .. ....... . 

10. Anton Fuchs ... . ....... .. .. . . 
11. Jacob Konig . .. .... . . .... .... 
12. Johann Peter Pohl .... .. . . . .. . 
13. Hubertus Klein .............. 
14. Mathias Rom us . .. . .......... 
15. Anton Servatius .. ....... . .... 
16. John Peter Servatius ....... . .. 
17. Anton Buechel. .... ..... ..... 
18. Lehrer Joseph Gronus ......... 
19. Peter Schafer . . .... .. ........ 
20. Wittwe Katharina Doll geb. 

Muller ... ....... . ... . ... 
21. Muller .. ...... ... ........... 
22. Mathias Simon .............. . 
23. Jacob Horn .. .. ...... ........ 

1. Wilhelm Hengesbach .. . . .. ... . 
2. Joseph Wieber ... . .......... . 
3. Augustin Thome .. .... . ...... 
4. Anton, Sohn von Conrad 

Martin .... .. ........ . .. .. . 
5. Jacob Neuman kaufte von 

6. 
Anton Pulte ..... . . .. ...... 

N. Knieps . ....... . ......... . 
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Date 
1836-37 I Children 

1838 

May 8 5 
Sept. 13 6 

Oct. 16 ......... 
Oct. 22 2 
October . . . . . . . . . 
April19 ......... 

D ec. . ........ 
1839 

Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 

~ 1 .... ~ .... 

Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 20 
Aug. 16 
Aug. 31 

Oct. 31 
Oct. 31 
Dec. 3 

1840 

3 

5 
6 
1 
2 

2 

~~r. 2g I" "i' .. · 
July 
Aug. 5 
Aug. 5 

1841 

May 29 

May 29 

May 29 

May 29 
. ........ 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 11 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 12 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 15 

Sept. 15 
Oct. 9 
Sept. 14 
Nov. 17 

1842 

July 8 
July 26 
.... ..... 

·· ··· · ··· 
July 29 
July 29 

4 

5 

. .. .. . .. . 

3 
. . . . . . . . . 

8 
5 
6 
6 
4 
5 
4 
5 

....... .. 

. .. .... .. 
1 
2 

......... 
3 

3 

""j;'"' 
.... ..... 

1 
.. .... ... 
·· ··· ···· 
....... .. 

2 
1 

I 

Total 
Number 

7 
8 

2 
4 
1 

3 
1 
5 

1 
7 
8 
3 
4 

4 
2 
1 

1 
3 

1 
1 
1 

6 

7 

5 
1 

10 
7 
8 
8 
6 
7 
6 
7 
1 
1 
3 
4 
1 
5 

5 
1 
7 
1 

3 
2 
1 

··· ····· . 
4 
3 
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Location 

Section 9, 80 Acres 
Section 5, 73 Acres 

Section 9, 40 Acres 
Section 4, 38.46 Acres 
Section 4, 38.46 Acres 

Section 5, 75 Acres 

Section 4, 40 Acres 

Section 10, 40 Acres 
Section 9, 40 Acres 
Section 5, 24 Acres 

Section 3, 80 Acres 
Section 6, 80 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 

Section 4, 37 ~ Acres 

Section 9, 40 Acres 

Section 6, 76.60 Acres 
Section 9, 80 Acres 

Section 9. 80 Acres 

Section 4, 77 Acres 

I Section 5, 29 Acres 

Section 5, 29 Acres 

Section 5, 29 Acres 

Section 3 & 10. 80 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 

Section 2, 80 Acres 
Section 9, 40 Acres 
Section 9, 26.30 Acres 
Section 9, 53.70 Acres 

I Section 5, 34.5 Acres 
Section 3, 40 Acres 

40 Acres 

I Section 2, 80 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 

Section 8, 40 Acres 
Section 4, 40 Acres 
Section 2, 71.91 Acres 

Section 3, 40 Acres 

Section 9, 40 Acres 
Section 2, 80 Acres 
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Names of tlle S e~t l e r s Date I I Total 1836-37 Children Number I Location 

7. Peter Simon a nd Anna Maria 
kaufte von A. Cordes ..... . . Aug. 13 . . .. . . ' . . .... . .. 8. Section 5, 77.14 Acres Clu·istian Esch ... . ..... . .. Sep t. 1 1 

)section 17, 40 Acres 9. Engelbert Esch . .... . ....... .. Sept. 1 4 6 10. Conrad Zimmer . ... . . ... .... . Sept. 1 1 3 Section 14, 40 Acres 11. Schafer ............. Sept. 4 6 8 12. Wittwe Elizabeth Schwab . . . . . Sept. 4 3 4 Section 6, 38.30 Acres 13. Mathias Mulier and Yerollica 
Schwab ..... Sept. 4 2 4 Section 14, 40 Acres 14. Hubert Muller . . :: : : : :: : : :::: Aug. 1 . ... 8. 1 15. Johan Schneider .. ........ . . . . Sept. 10 10 16. J oha n ~fulJer .. . .. . .. . . . . . . . . Sept. 4 . .. . . ... . 2 I Section 7. 80 Acres 17. Vidua . ........ .... . 2 4 18. Frederick Heinlein ..... . .... . . Oct. 3 5 19. Mathias Tal en and Maria 
Anna Fuchs ... . .. . ........ . . . . .. . 5 7 20. A. Kloeckner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .... 1 3 

1843 
1. Eberhat·d Platte .. .. .. ....... ·I Jan . 14 1 3 I 5 / Section 5, 45 Acres 2. Theodore Droste. . . . . . . . . . . . . Feb. 8 1 3 Section 5, 38.30 Acres 

REV. GEORGE GODEZ BECO.MES PASTOR AT 
WESTPHALIA 

'l'b e Rev. George Goclez succeeded Fr. Kopp and became pastor of 
the Westphalia parish in 1843. 

·westphalia continued to progress rapidly and settlers came in ever 
in creasi ng numbers. The second log church was built and soon it be­
came too small. It was built upon the site of the present rectory. 

DEVELOP.MENT OF THE SCHOOLS 

After the et·ection of the seconrl log cJ~ur c h the first log building 
was used for n school. Rev. Fr. o-odez gave instructions in this build­
ing. In 1843 the sum of $30 was raised for the support of schools. 

In 1846, l\Ioses Bartow, a resident of Vi'estphalia township from 
Niagarn Co., N. Y., taught school in one part of the old log church 
while in the other part of the same building a German school was 
taught by Rev. Fr. Godez, both schools drawing from the primary 
school fund for their support. Anton Fuchs was appointed as teacher 
in April 1850. 

POST OFFICE ESTABLISHED 

'l'he Westphalia postoffice was probably established in 1850 or before. 
Rev. George Godez wns the first postmaster. As he could write Eng­
li sh, a nd as a large majority of the townspeople could not, he was 
OJ'clinarily kept pretty busy superscrib ing letters for his German fellow 
citizens and patrons of the office. 

Mail came once a week over the route from DeWitt northward. 
(A daily mail has been received at Westphalia since 1863.) 
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ST. MARY'S MALE CHOIR 1936 

ST. MARY'S MIXED CHOIR OF 1936 
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THE 1\1AKING OF CHARCOAL 

The early settlers made charcoal by cutting and splitting oak timber 
in about three or four foot lengths and piling them up slanting against 
a central vertical post, two or three laye1,s in height, covering a space 
about 12 feet in diameter at the bottom. This was then covered with 
clay and a small opening left at the top and bottom for a draft. After 
it was slowly burned to the stage of coals the fire was put out by 
means of closing the drafts. If not watched closely it would burn to 
ashes. Some of the settlers became very skillful in the manufacture of 
charcoal. They sold this product at Lyons and whenever possible in 
Detroit or Jackson. It was largely used as fuel in blacksmith shops. 

SELLING ASHES 

Selling ashes was anoth er means of obtaining a little cash in the 
early days of the settlement. With so much wood being burned con­
tinually, a good supply of ashes was always at hand. The pioneer 
often took a sack of ashes upon his back and carried it to Lyons where 
he received from 3 to 8 cents a bushel for his product. Later when ox 
teams became more common the settlers could take twenty or more 
bushels to market on their wagons. 

The sale of these products, together with black salts, coon furs and 
deerskins probably brought in more r eady cash in some years, than 
was realized from their crops. 

Anton Fuchs, one of the early school teachers in the settlement kept 
book for many of the pioneers who engaged in the business of selling 
ashes. The book in which these accounts are written was brought from 
Germany and is over 100 years old. It is still quite readable despite 
its age. Other information contained in this book follows: 

In the early forties land was worth about $1.25 per acre around 
Westphalia. It was sometimes bought and improved, that is, cleared, 
and then sold at a profit. Wood being so plentiful, houses were made 
entirely of wood and usually built in about 14 days. 

The cost of a two-horse lumber wagon in the early forties was $75. 
A man's coat cost about $5.00, a spinning wheel $3 .50. 

Beautiful forest flowers grew in the woods the same as in Germany 
and wild grapes were also quite plentifuL Pigeons, quail, wild geese, 
wild turkeys, rabbits, etc., were a lso numerous as well as bears, wolves, 
and deer. Every one was allowed to lmnt without restriction. The 
weather was comparatively mild until Christmas after which some 
cold weather was experienced. 

FRA1\1E CHURCH ERECTED 

In the year 1847 a third (frame) church was erected. This frame 
church was known by the name of St. Peter's church. It was built 
upon land adjoining the site of the present rectory and was capable 
of holding three or four hundred people. This church was thought to 
be- large enough for all time but with the continual arrival of immi­
grants and steady growth of the parish it became crowded in a short 
time. 
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The clearing of the land began in real earnest and on a larger scale 
than heretofore. The cleared land was planted mostly to wheat, corn 
and potatoes and later harley, beans, cloverseed and timothy were 
also grown . In more recent years, oats, alfalfa, sugar beets and pepper­
mint, might be added as well as truck gardening. 

A letter written by Mathias Simon to his relatives in the year 1847 
gives a good description of life in Westphalia at about this time. 

This letter was but recently brought to light by the Institute of His­
torical Research at the University of Bolm, Germany. It was pub­
lished along with other "Westphalia" news in a special edition of the 
"Adenauer Zeitung" in an effort to trace the whereabouts of all Ger­
man emigrants from that locality. Owing to its age and the ravages 
of time it is not entirely readable. 

Following is the letter in part-
Westphalia, den 21 April, 1847 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ...... . . 

(Mr. Simon conveys the news that he and his wife have been sick.) 
Aber mit zeiten sind wir jetzt wieder gesund. Die Arbeit ist doch noch 
gut vorangegangen, den ich habe die Kinder, die arbeiten bald gut ... . 

Ich musz Euch benachrichtigen, dasz hier die Kartoffeln ziemlich 
gefault sind, sogar dasz wir nicht wohl mehr zu pflanzen haben, 
Aber es ist noch keine Teurung von Lebensmitteln hier. 

Ich musz Euch benachrichtigcn, dasz wir dieses Jahr eine neue 
Kirche bauen, und auch wie viele Familien hier sind. 75 sind jetzt 
hier und es gibt noch jedes Jahr mehr. Das dauert nicht manches 
Jahr, dann sind es iiber hundert, welch aile Katholisch sind. 

Wie es heiszt, soli in zeit von zwei Jahren die Eisenbahn hier vorbei 
kommen, was uns groszen Nutzen machen wt'lrde ...... .. . 

Wir horten doch noch einmal gerne etwas aus unserem Vaterlande, 
denn wir haben gehort, dasz es bei Euch jetzt eine teure Zeit ware. 

Ich musz euch sagen dasz es hier eine andere Lebensart ist als wie 
zu Hause. Aber mit den Montierungs st iicken ist es nicht so gut wie 
bei euch. Es dauert aber nicht lange, dann wird es auch immer noch 
hesser .. .... .. ... . 

Es giht hier schonen Flachs, aher nicht so stark als wie bei euch. 
Ich musz euch henachrichtigen, dasz wir jetzt am Zucker machen sind. 
Ich denke, wenn es gut geht, dann werde ich bald 2 his 300 Pfund 
machen ......... . 

Wir sind hier recht gut zufrieden und hahen schon 30 Acker klar. 
Und dieses Jahr sind 8 bis 9 Acker abzularen. Es ist eine har-te 
Arbeit; aber man bleihe immer dabei. .... ... . 

Ich musz euch auch benachrichtigen dasz der Nikolaus Schafer von 
Arft auch hier ist, welcher euch aile griiszen laszt. 

Brief translation,-

Mathias Simon 
Westphalia, Deutsch Settlement 

per Lyons, State Michigan, 
Nord America. 

(Mr. Simon conveys the news that he and hi s wife have been sick.) 
But we are well at the present time. The work progressed, never­

theless, for I have th e children who work well. 
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I must inform you that the potatoes here spoiled to such an extent 
that we have no more to plant. But there is still no scarcity of food­
stuffs here. 

I must inform you that we are building a new church here this year. 
And also how many families are here. Seventy-five are here now and 
there will be more every year. It will not be many years before there 
will be over one hundred families, all Catholics. 

We hear that the railroad is supposed to come through here in two 
years time and this would be a great help to us. . . . . vVe would like, 
again, to hear something from our Fatherland, for we have heard 
that you are having hard times there now. 

I must tell you that the manner of living here, is different than it 
is at home. But, regarding boughten clothing, (store clothes) it is 
not so good as over there. However, it will be better soon ...... . 

We have nice flax here but it is not so strong as it is there. 
I must relate that we are making sugar now. I think if all goes 

well, that I will make two or three hundred pounds ..... . 
We are well satisfied here and have already thirty acres clear. 

And this year there are eight or nine acres to be cleared. It is hard 
work but we stay at it .. .. . . 

I must inform you that Nicholas Schafer from Arft is also here 
and sends greetings to you all. ....... . 

Mathias Simon, German Settlement 
per Lyons, State of Michigan 

North America. 
(At the time this letter was written , Mr. Simon resided two miles 

east of Westphalia, upon the farm now owned by George Thelen.) 

FIRST RESIDENT PHYSICIAN 

In the early days of the settlement, medical care was obtained from 
Ionia, Lyons and Portland. It was in 1848 that Dr. Seinholtz settled 
in Westphalia as a resident physician and remained until 1857. Some 
of his immediate successors were: Dr. Fisher, Dr. Stokes, Dr. Seurer 
and Dr. Shattuck. 

PROGRESS IN THE SETTLEl\IIENT 

Another letter written by Mr. Simon in 1858 shows how wonder­
fully the settlement progressed during these years. 

Mr. Simon himself, for instance, had acquired a good team of horses, 
five cows, twenty-one sheep, etc. 

Following is the letter in part,-
"Ich babe schon mit meinem Volk ilber 230 Acker gekliirt im ganzen 

jetzt kliire ich aber nicht mehr, denn ich brauche es 
nicht mehr. Ich habe mehr Arbeit, als mein Volk schaffen kann. Ich 
bin nicht mehr auf meinem ersten Lande. Ich hatte dieses verkauft 
flir 1200 Taler ....... . 

Ich habe 8 Lotten Land. Jede Lot ist 80 Acker. Das Land ist jetzt 
in einem schlechten Preise ... . . Wenn die Arbeit angeht, dann musz 
man fleiszig arbeiten; denn die Arbeit treibt sich mehr als wie bei 

• 
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Euch .... Das Fruhjahr ist spater ehe es warm wird, als wie bei Euch. 
Aber wenn es ankommt, dann treiben die Friichte, dasz man sich ver-

wundern musz. 
Den wir haben vielfaltig den Fall, dasz wir halben Juli Ernte haben. 
Wir sind an einem guten Flekken, wir brauchen nicht zu klagen; 

denn wir sind nich t mehr als 4 meilen von der railroad. . . . . . . . 
Was ich Euch noch mitteilen musz; Unser Settlement besteht a us 

nicht weniger Blirgern als 200. Wir sind nicht weiter als eine Meile 
von der Kircbe nnd Pfarrschule. Die engliscbe Schule steht auf 

minem Land ........ . 

Brief translation,-
"! have already cleared more than 230 acres with the help of my 

family. But I'll not clear any more as I do not need more. I have 
more work than my folks can do. I am no longer on my first farm. I 

sold it for 1200 dollars. 
I have 8 lots of land. Each lot is 80 acres. Land has a poor price 

at present . .... When work begins we must work hard for the sea­
sons seem to rush themselves more than over there. It is later in 
Spring before it warms up but when warm weather does come it is 
followed so quickly by the harvest that one is filled with wonder. It 
often happens that we have wheat harvest in the middle of July .. 

We are in a good section and need not complain. We are not more 
than 4 miles from the railroad .. ...... . 

I must also inform you that our settlement consists of no less than 
200 citizens. We are not more than one mile from the church and 
parish school. The English (district) school is on my land. . . . . . 

(This letter was written after Mr. Simon had moved to the farm 
one mile north of Westphalia. It is now owned by Joseph Simon, 
grandson of Mathias Simon.) 

Westphalia steadily grew more prosperous during all these years. 
These thrifty, hard working people not only wrested a living from the 
soil but engaged in many other activities as well . 

Roads were built and improved and better homes were being built 

continually. 
Hard work was of course still t he order of the day, for the country 

was still young and much hard labor yet to be done. vVestphalia 
, passed through the usual panics and depressions as well as the troub­
lous times during the Civil War, and suffered accordingly. However, 
their common Faith bound them together in joy and in sorrow and for 
this reason they seemed better able to weather the hardships of life. 

The faith of these early settlers is noteworthy. Many sacrifices 
were made in getting to and from their place of worship. As an ex­
ample, John Peter Schneider who lived in Lyons for a time before locnt­
ing in Westphalia, walked the entire distance of 9 miles every Sundny 
to attend Mass. He remained for Vespers in the afternoon and then 
started back again on foot, following a narrow trail through the woods. 
Much of this distance was covered after dark, especially during t he 
winter months. These trips were dangerous as wolves were roaming 
the forests at that time and their howling could often be heard in the 
distance. However, Mr. Schneider attended Church Services in this 
manner for many years and his faith was typical of that of the many 

early settlers. 

IS 
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IMMIGR ANT S TO WESTPHALIA 

The following came with their families from the Rhineland in 
Germany in the forties : 

Mathias Doll 
Joseph Bohr 
John Smith 
Mathias Bohr 
Maurice Fedewa 
John Schaefer 
Theodore Schaefer 
J·acob Abfalter 
Querin Smith 
John Smith 
.T. P. Smith 
Peter Wirth 
Mathias Schaefer 
Jacob Spitzley 
Michael Smith 

Maurice Fedewa 
John Peter Baker 
Paul Martin 
Franz Martin 
Philip Hauck 
Emerick Neuman 
Joseph Dunnebackc 
Maurice Schneider 
Ferdinand Geller 
Conrad Wieber 
Henry Rademacher 
.Tohn Adam Schmidt 
Michael Schaefer 
John Thelen 

Immigrants to Westphalia in the fOt·t ics and fifties were: 

Peter Fuchs 
Joseph Fuchs 
Quirin Freund 
Michael Pung 
Paul Pung 
Franc Lenneman 
John Fedewa 
George Fedewa 
John Joseph Schaefer 
Leon Schaefer 
Nicholas Schaefer 
Mathias Bohr 
Joseph Bohr 
Frank Jos. Schneider 
J . P. Schneider 
Carl Freiderich Seinholtz 
Adam Wirth 
John Smith 
Servatius Schwab 
Wendel Armbruster 
Theodore Bergrath 
Frederick Adleman 
Jacob Koch 
Philip Koch 
A"nton Koch 
Andrew Schueller 
Michael Schueller 
John Pfeifer 
John Witgen 

Adam Herr 
Math Weber 
Michael Mueller 
Michael Christ 
Thomas Bengel 
John George 
Anthony George 
John Schreck 
J ... awrence Keusch 
John Kramer 
Mathias Kramer 
Hubert Hauser 
Joseph Bauer 
Peter Fink 
Joseph Martin 
Quirin K lein 
Franz Feldpausch 
Bartbolemew Seikinge1· 
Karl Thies 
Peter Abfalter 
Mathias Minwegan 
John Peter Sturm 
Peter Jos. Neuman 
Lorenz Phillips 
Anthony Wehr 
Michael Hayes 
Adam Goss 
.T ohn Peter Ulrich 
Hiron Diebold 
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l\fathias Petsch 
Peter Halfman 
Joseph Halfman 
Peter J os. Seurer 
Joseph Haefner 
Theodore Gerlach 
Bartholomew Herr 

CENTENNIAL 

John P. Maurer 
Anton Gensterblum 
Sempert Hehl 
John Trierweiler 
Joseph W ohlfert 
Joseph Snitgcn 
Nickolas Pline 

Following is a list of most of the immigrants to ·westphalia during 
the fifties, sixties and seventies: 

Peter Petsch 
Frank Martin 
John Peter Schlict 
J olm Rademacher 
John Brucker 
l\fichael Bechtold 
Frank Kosel 
John Pfeifer 
Fidel Sekinger 
Felix Saier 
Michael Thelen 
Fred Bierganz 
Nicholas Wohlscheid 
Peter Penz 
l\fathias Stebel 
Nicholas Thome 
William Fink 
Peter Schmitt 
John Schueller 
Joseph Nuerenberg 
Joseph Ramstein 
Frank Fernholz 
Nicholas Pung 
John Joseph Kratz 
Daniel H aas 
John Andrew l\fueller 
Nicholas Schmidt 
Frank Wieber 
Leonard Schafer 
Mathias Fedewa 
l\fathias Schafer 
Joseph Hafner 
John Koch 
John Adam Fedewa 
John P. Fuchs 
Michael Fedewa 
John Joseph Schueller 
Adolph Hundt 
John P. Pohl 
Thomas l\faissen 
John Tilman 
Frank Roll 

,Tolin Gallagher 
Anthony l\fu,eller 
I>eter Sturm 
Ulrich Thoma 
William Wieber 
Michael Gross 
,John Joseph l\fueller 
John George Fedewa 
Jeremiah Moriarty 
Christopher Thiel 
,John Thiel 
Jacob Mueller 
Mathias Hoppes 
Peter Schmidt 
John Mathias Thelen 
Nicholas Schoemish 
Peter Wieber 
William Sontag 
John Pohl 
John Joseph Geller 
John Schulte 
Adam Schmidt 
John Egan 
Michael Bertram 
John Bertram 
Mathias Gross 
John William Stump 
Anthony Hufnagel 
Frank H. Roll 
Peter Murtha 
Jacob Edson 
Kaspar Welte 
Philip Koch 
Peter Fuchs 
Andrew Weber 
Nicholas Kolp 
John Abfalter 
Ludwig Feldpausch 
Joseph Thelen 
Anthony Spitzley 
Jacob Armbruster 
Michael Fineis 
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OFFICERS OF HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

Arthur Wirth, John Miller, Peter Trierweiler 

OFFICERS OF ST. JOSEPHS SOCIETY 

George P. Thelen, Arthur Wirth, Robert Bohr 
Joseph Platte, Nicholas Pohl 
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Peter Zimetz 
Felix Saier 
Michael Heidinger 
'Villiam Schueller 
Jacob .Junkers 
John R.ockol 
Peter Casper 
Peter W ohlschcid 
Jacob Theut · 
Jacob Steppig 
Frank X. Irrer 
August Heier 
Stephen Hundt 
Anthony Nuereuberg 
John Domitio 
Adam Kunkelman 
John Peter Gross 
Carl Keifenheim 
Anton Andres 
William Hoberg 
Fred Classic 
Peter John 'l'rierweiler 
Joseph A. Bishop 
Bernard Gast 
Joseph Meyers 
Fred Beachnau 
Adolph Damske 

CENTENNIAL 

John Koster 
Joseph Huhn 
Constantine Nau 
Conrad Koch 
Frank Wacker 
Henry Leik 
Anthony Krekeler 
John Vogelsang 
,T olm Becker 
John Finley 
John Schumacher 
Jacob Weizel 
Christopher Belen 
John Boltz 
Jolm Linden 
Peter Bast 
John Kemper 
Nicodemus Weiland 
Daniel Manning 
Christopher Keilen 
Nicholas Pasche 
John Brechting 
Lawrence Frech en 
Joseph Burman 
Ludwig Neff 
Joseph Kramer 
1\'Iichael Mangerich 
Frank Loeber 

"CORPUS CHRISTI P RO CESSIONS" 

A beautiful religious custom was introduced by Father Godez while 
pastor at Westphalia. This waA none other than the awe inspiring 
Corpus Christi Procession held in Westphalia for many years. 

Great preparations were made for these processions. Four altars 
were erected about one quarter mile north, east, south and west of 
''Vestphalia. They were stationed in the center of the road and were 
clecorated with beautiful lace and draperies and literally covered with 
beautiful bouquets of flowers. 

The men of the parish planted evergreen trees to form a semi-circle 
around the back of the altar. They also placed trees about ten feet 
a part along each side of the road toward the village and leading up to 
t he church. 

The Blessed Sncrament was carried in Procession from t he church 
to each one of these altars. The congregation followed, singing hymns 
and reciting various prayers. At each altar the Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament was given. At the solemn moment of the E levation 
signals were received at the village, and anvils that had been prepared 
with powder were set off, adding to the solemnity of the occasion. It 
was a beautiful Old Vi'orld custom, held for many years in WestphaUa 
but finally discontinued under R.ev. Fr. Herwig. 
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OFFICERS OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS AND ROSARY CO NFRATE RN ITY 

Mrs. John Fink, Mrs. William Arens, Mrs. Edward Martin, Mrs. Joseph Platte, Mrs. Peter Simon 

OFFICERS OF YOUNG LADIES SODALITY 

Eleanore Smith, Dorothy Arens, Olivia Simon 
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BRICK CHURCH BillLT 

The membership of the parish increased to such an extent in the 
sixties that the frame church known as St. Peter's was crowded to 
capacity. Under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Godez, a new brick church 
was planned and built. It was begun in 1867 and completed in 1869. 
After considerable discussion the name of St. Mary's was selected for 
the new church. 

The building of the new church and a number of other large brick 
buildings necessitated the opening of a brick yard in Westphalia. 
This, and other numerous enterprises gave employment to a large 
number of people and Westphalia was a lively place indeed. 

It was also in the sixties that the first Westphalia band was or­
ganized. 

BUSINESS PLACES 

Apart from the church building, the first improvement made upon 
the present site of the village of Westphalia was a house put up in 
1849 by Anton Dunnebacke, a shoemaker. It was later included in the 
building known as the village tavern. lVIr . Dunnebacke sold his place 
to Joseph Platte, who transferred his store from section 5 and became 
the pioneer trader of the village of Westphalia. 

Mr. Platte owned considerable land thereabout and his object in 
removing his store was to found a village. His lead was followed by 
others and in due time the town took on shape and population. He 
opened his "new" store in 1852. 

In 1856 a very important impetus was given to the growth of the 
village in the erection of a sawmill by Joseph Platte, John Smith and 
Joseph Bohr. Timber being so plentiful at the time, made this a most 
enterprising business. 

In 1858 these same men built a grist mill. In 1854 Joseph Platte 
sold his store business to his son Joseph Jr. and Casper Rademacher, 
who materially enlarged the premises. 

In 1862 Platte and Rademacher erected on the corner opposite their 
place the store later owned by Thome and Co. Their old store was 
sold to Bernard Rademacher who converted it into a tavern and it was 
nsed as such for many many years. 

Platte and Rademacher kept the only store in the village for a time. 
In 1868 they dissolved partnership when Rademacher retired and built 
the brick store later occupied by Jos. Arens and Co. Each continued 
in business on his own account but, ultimately, the business of both 
passed to the control of Thome, Arens and Co. 

From 1857 to 1875 Joseph Snitgen engaged in the blacksmith busi­
ness in Westphalia. In 1869 he also erected the brick buildin~ later 
known as the Anthony Snitgen general store building. He conducted 
a hardware store in this building until 1875 when he put in a general 
merchandise stock. This store is now occupied by the Snitgen Bros. 
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SISTERS OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY 

With the arrival of the Sisters of Christian Charity, the graded 
school system was again adopted. Under the direction of the Sisters, 
St. Mary's School had developed into a high class graded school. 

The Sisters not only giye the children excellent instruction in all the 
required branches, but also give t hem a thorough training in Religion, 
a lVIoral and Christian training as well. Neatness and orderliness have 
ever been stressed in the classroom and wholesome habits inculcated 
into the lives of the children. The work of the Sisters in the parish 
with its far reaching results cannot be overestimated. 

In addition to their work in the school room the Sisters also main­
tain a department of music giving private instructions to those wish­
ing to take music lessons. Instructions have been given on the violin 
as well as the piano. 

Music and art have also held an important place in the school, and 
some excellent programs, drills and choruses have been given by the 
children of St. Mary's School, under the guidance of the Sisters. 

In the village school of Westphalia, three years of High School have 
been taught for many years, as well as a bnsiness course including 
book-keeping and typing. 

VILLAGE INCORPORATED IN 1882 

Mr. Frank Noeker had been supervisor of onr township and in the 
early seventies was Clinton County's representative in the State Leg­
islature in Lansing. Mr. Noeker was the leader in the movement to 
have Westphalia incorporated as a village in 1882 and it is mostly due 
to his efforts that about two miles of wooden sidewalks were construct­
ed in 1883. During this period street lights were erected and a :fire 
department organized. 

FIRE DEP ARTlVlENT 

After Westphalia was incorporated in 1882, 1\fr. August Heyer be­
came Marshal and for many years was chief of the local Fire Depart­
ment. This last statement may cause our younger generation to smile, 
but in all fairness it should be stated, that the firemen, about 15 in 
number, in their neat uniforms, together with their chief made a cred­
itable showing whenever they made their appearance on the streets in 
fire drills. They usually drilled on Saturday evenings during the 
summer months. 
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BAND OF 1884 

A band was started under the able leadership of Mr. Louis Fink. 
This band played at the annual meetings of the St. Joseph and St. Boni­
face societies, and also at other church festivals. Many people will 
remember when the whole band, minus the drums, accompanied the 
organ and choir in the song "Gt'Dsser Gott", on several special occasions 
during the latter eighties. 

WESTPHALIA NEWSPAPER 

During the middle eighties Westphalia owned a German weekly 
uewspaper , the 'Westphalia Zeitung", publi shed by Henry Benner. It 
was, of course, all set by hand and was printed on the second floor of 
the present hardware store. Mr. Benner discontinued the paper after 
a few years to publish the "Staats Anzeiger" at Lansing, which was 
not in existence very long. 

GR O"\VTH AND AD VANCEMENT 

'Vestphalia grew apace with the times. In fact we might say its 
growth took place during the inventive age. New inventions were 
made and old ones perfected. Westphalia took advantage of all these 
new inventions. Homes were improved and log houses were gradually 
replaced by frame and brick houses. 'fhe village of Westphalia and 
many surrounding homes also enjoy all the conveniences of electricity. 
Road building, ever of great importance in the township, was carried 
on diligently all through the years nntil at present Westpl1alia can 
boast of some of the finest roads in the county. Many other improve­
ments, too numerous to mention , have taken place in and around West­
phalia. 

In this, the One Hundredth Anniversary of our town, we pause to 
sum up the many changes t hat have taken place since the first five 
settlers started out on foot from Detroit just one hundred years ago to 
build homes for themselves here in the wilderness. Or, to go back one 
more step in history, since the time these sturdy God-fearing people 
left their native land to cast their lot in the New ·world. This sever­
ing of home ties required much faith and courage and hardly less 
courage was required when, after a long perilous journey they finally 
located in the wilds of Michigan and began their struggles for exist­
ence. However, the example of Rev. Fr. Kopp with his solicitous care 
for their welfare was ever before their eyes. He was an inspiration 
to them. Their common faith and trust in the Almighty helped them 
in their struggle and perseverance against odds. All through the 
years, from 1836 to 1936, Westphalia has kept the Faith. All through 
the years they have banded together, socially, politically and religiously. 

It would be interesting to know just how large and enterprising the 
town of Westphalia would be if all former Westphalians and their 
children's children were still living here. 

The surrounding parishes of Fowler, Pewamo and Portland are large­
ly composed of former Westphalia people and their descendants. Other 
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parishes well represented by former vVestphalians are St. Joseph's of 
St. Johns, St. Michael's of Grand Ledge and S. S. Peter and Paul of 
Ionia. St. Philomena's parish at Beal City is almost entirely com· 
posed of former Westphalia people and every parish in Lansing as well 
as a goodly number of parishes in Detroit are well represented by 
former Westphalians and their descendants. 

Not a few of these have attained prominence of one kind or another. 
But generally speaking, we like to think that the great majority of 
Westphalia people and their descendants, both here and elsewhere, 
have lived creditable lives, and are therefore deserving of the respect 
and esteem of their fellow citizens. 

Westphalia probably will never grow into a very large town or city, 
due to the fact that it is an inland town without a factory, river or 
milroad. It is a progressive rural community. Its people are ener­
getic, resourceful and ambitious as is witnessed by the well kept farms 
and homes as well as the neat appearing and well kept business sec· 
tion of the town. 

(At the present time Westphalia is making extensive preparations for 
the celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of St. Mary's parish. 
This, the centennial year of 1936, will be an outstanding year in the 
history of our parish. Large crowds of former W estphalians and 
friends and relatives are expected to attend this homecoming. The 
year of 1936 will long be remembered by all the members of St. Mary's 
parish, Westphalia.) 

"MUSIC IN WESTPHALIA" 

The history of Westphalia wonlO not be complete without making 
mention of the German's talent for music. Almost without exception 
they possess this God-given gift. 

The best expression of this talent in \Vestphalia was exemplified in 
the person of Prof. Frank Loeher. Prof. Loeber, a graduate of Leipsic, 
and also a native of Westphalia, Germany, arrived in Westphalia, 
Michigan, in 1876. lle took charge of the organ and for three years 
edified the congregation with his wonderful church music. 

In 1879 he left Westphalia for a time to take up a position in 
Scranton, Pa. However, his heart still seemed to be in Westphalia 
and he returned here in 1883. He started a small store in the town 
and in 1886 was appointed postmaster. He held this position for over 
thirty years. 

In 1892 he again took clHtrge of the organ and continued playing 
until the time of his death in 1932, a period of 40 years. 

Our Westphalia people probably never fully realized what an un· 
usual privilege they possessed in having an organist such as Mr. Loeher 
in their midst. Not only was he a master of church mpsic but be 
was a leader of all other musical activities in the parish as well. 

He trained both choirs, the male and the mixed choir, while he had 
charge of the organ. He organized a "Gesang Verein" (chorus choir) 
and trained them not only to sing church music but other beautiful 
choruses as well. 
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PROF. FRANK LOEHER 

In 1904 he organized an orchestra, unusual indeed for such a small 
community. This male orchestra often elicited favorable comment 
from people outside Westphalia who expressed surprise at the talent 
displayed therein. He gave private instructions to those who wished 

to take music lessons. 
He did his work nobly and well and was mourned by the entire 

community when taken by death a few years ago. 

CHURCH CHOIRS AND CHURCH MUSIC 

Congregational singing often took place when the first few settlers 
attended services, the congregation consisting of a few dozen people. 
They usually sang the hymns and responses together. 

It is not known exactly when the first choirs were organized but 
very likely choirs existed from the beginning of the parish. The pres· 
ent mixed choir had its beginning in the seventies and exists to the 
present clay. Some of the early members of this choir were : Joseph 
Pulte, Anna Fedewa, Mary Bauer, Helena Fox, Elizabeth Feneis, 
Katherine Welte, Louis Fink, Joseph Platte, Peter Bauer, Peter Bast, 
Fritz Schueller, Theodore Rademacher, Joseph Pohl, Peter Liersch. 
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A male choir was organized in 1891. 

Some of its first members were: Peter Bauer, Nicholas Pung, Joseph 
Noeker, Joseph Platte, Ferdinand Platte, Peter Trierweiler, Theodore 
Snitgen, Julius Fink, John Rademacher, Michael Schneider, Jacob 
Schneider, Joseph Thome, Charles Heyer. 

Both choirs sang at church services for many years. The male choir 
disbanded after a time but was re-organized in 1932 by Rev. Fr. Gutha. 
Both choirs have served the parish on all occasions to the best of their ability. 

The first organ used for church services in Westphalia was probably 
the one in the frame church. It was later moved to the present brick church. 

Mr. Welte, who taught school in the sixties, was also one of the first 
organists. Other organists who played in 'Vestphalia were: Mr. 
Damske, Mr. Gallen, Mr. Blum, 1\fr. Bohr, 1\fr. Loeher, l\1r. Horstman, 
l\1r. Beck, Mr. Andres, Mr. Kenning and again l\1r. Loeber. Mr. Jos­
eph Martin, the present organist, ha s l1ad charge of the organ since 1932. 

PARISH ORCHESTRAS 

An orchestra was organized in St. Mary's parish in 1904 by Prof. 
Frank Loeber. It was an unusual orchestra displaying much talent 
and under the able leadership of Prof. Loeher became well known in 
circles around Westphalia. 

Another very fine orchestra was organized some time later by Leo 
F. Snitgen, an able violinist who, until recently, lived in 'Vestphalia. 

The present St. Mary's orchestra was organized by Rev. Fr. Gutha 
immediately upon his arrival in 1932. Fr. Gutha, himself a musician, 
takes an especial interest in the musical organizations of St. Mary's Parish. 

DRAMATIC CLUBS 

In 1903, Rev. Fr. Broegger organized the first dramatic club, and 
under his able directorship some very fine plays were given. He had 
previously enlarged and remodeled the hall and built the stage for this 
purpose. Beautiful costumes and scenery were used in these enter­
tainments which were always well presented and enjoyed by the entire parish. 

These first plays were all given in the German language. 
They were continued by Fr. Esper, and later by Fr. Hofsted. These 

1atterlplays were given in both the English and German language, and 
were always well received by large audiences. 

The present dramatic club was organized by Fr. Gutha. About six 
plays a season have been presented since its organization. New scenery, 
new front curtains and a new colored lighting system have added much 
to their effectiveness. These plays have been well attended and have 
not only furnished entertainment for the people but have also helped 
the parish financially. 
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FIRST BAND IN WESTPHALIA 

The first band in Westphalia was organized in the seventies. Follow­
ing are the names of the first band members as recollected by members· 
of the parish : 

Anthony Cook 
William Rademacher 
Fritz Schueller 
Ijouis Fink 

Anthony Bohr 
,T oseph Bohr 
,John Hundt 
Nicholas Lehman 

·william Ijehman 

Theodore Platte 
Anton Platte 
Lawrence Martin 
John .Toe Lehman 

'l'hese men, musically inclined, bought a number o(instruments and 
practiced and played even before t hey hired an instructor. After they 
were organized they took in new members, bought more instruments 
and hired a Mr. Shickel for their instructor. Anthony Cook, better 
known as Lawyer Cook, also acted as leader. They had regular weekly 
practices for a time and advanced rapidly under their instructor. 

This band became an important factor in the community life of 
Westphalia. They turned out for all special occasions and festivities. 
They added to the solemnity of the Corpus Christi Processions. They 
played at town picnics when they were held one mile north of West­
phalia. They took part in political rallies, and torch light processions. 
In fact, wherever occasion demanded, they did their bit to help the 
cause along. After a time, however, when some of the members moved 
away, they disbanded . But they will always be remembered as the 
"Old Band", the first band in Westphalia. 

SECOND BAND OF WESTPHALIA 

The second band of Westphalia (often thought of as the first band) 
was organized in 1884, by Louis Fink who also acted as band leader. 
This band also took part in all local celebrations, special meetings, 
elections and many other affairs of the town. 

They bought neat, well made uniforms and were an imposing sight 
indeed as they played on t he square or on parade as the case might be. 
Their caps were made with a small holder above the visor wherein a 
small oil lamp could be placed when playing at night. This enabled 
the band members to read their notes. 

This second band progressed so rapidly and well that they were 
called upon to play at various times in other towns such as Ionia, 
Ovid, St. Johns and Grand Rapids. They were a real credit to West­
phalia, in talent and also in appearance. 

THIRD BAND OF WESTPHALIA 

The Westphalia band was reorganized about the year 1910 and 
called the Westphalia Cornet Banc1. New members were taken in and 
Ferdinand Platte elected band leader . New dark serge uniforms were 
bought with emblems on cap and sleeve. New music was bought and 
practiced diligently. 
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An outstanding member of this band was Frank J. Loehr, Jr., con­
sidered to be one of the best trombone players in this part of the state. 

This band, like the preceding ones played at all homr-town celebra­
tions and at all civic affairs of the town. In addition to this they were 
often engaged to play at various functions in other towns, such as 
Decoration day exercises, political rallies, patriotic exercises and home­
comings. 

They played in Grand Ledge, St. .Johns, vVacousta, Pewamo, Fowler, 
Portland and Ionia on various occasions. This band existed until 
about 1920 at \Vhich time a number of its mf:'mhers had moved away 
fr-om Westphalia. 

THE 1iVESTPHALIA BAND OF TODAY 

The Westphalia band wns reorganized in 1922 by John Fink who is 
the present band leader. 

New members were taken in again. New white nnifoems were 
bought to replace the heavier dark ones. New music was also bonght. 
The present band like the others plays an important pat·t in tl1e com­
munity life of Westphalia. At parish affairs, at town picnics and at 
celebt·ations of every kind the band always lends life to the occasion. 
They have also been engaged to play upon cet·tain occasions in other 
towns, such as Fowler, Pewamo, I'm·tland, Hastings, Hubbardston, 
Caeson City and Beal City. 

SCHOOLS OF ST. :MARY'S PARISH, WESTPHALIA 

Schools were maintained in 'Vestphalia almost from the beginning 
of the settlement. 

Rev. Fr. Kopp began giving instructions in the log church in 1838. 
In 1840 he taught school for several months, receiving eight dollars 
and several cents from the state as salary. In 1841, .Joseph Gronus, 
a young German from Detroit, taught school in the settlement. In 
1842 John Hanses was appointed teacher for one year. 

In 1843 Rev. Fr. Godez became pastor at Westphalia and aJso gave 
instructions in tl1e log church. Tl1e second log church was soon built 
and the first log church used as a school. The dates of the organiza­
tion of school distl'ict No. 1 and district No. 2 are not recorded. How­
ever, in 1845 school money was apportioned as follows: 

1'o district No. 1, the sum of $8.41. 
To district No. 2, the sum of $26.59. 
In 1846 as follows: 
To district No. 1, tl1e sum of $9.11 
To district No. 2, the snm of $31.89 

In 1846 Moses Bartow tangl1t school in one part of the old log 
church, while in the other part of the same building a German school 
was taught, both schools drawing from the primary school fund for 
their support. In April 1850, Anton Fuchs was appointed to teach 
the school. A Mr .• Joseph Voosen is also mentioned as one of the 
early teachers. Anton Fuchs was again appointed in 1855 and Peter 
Wirth in November 1860. 
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Kaspar Welte, who also had charge of the organ, taught school for 
a number of years in the sixties. Another early teacher and organist 
in Westphalia was Adolph Damske. 

The Monroe Sisters also had charge of the school for several years 
during the sixties. Other early teachers were: Mr. Gallen, Mr. Blum, 
Mr. Arens, Mr. Biergans, Mr .• Juenker, Mr. Horstman, Mr. Beck, Mr. 
Andres and Mr. Kenning. These last four teachers, who were also 
organists, taught only the larger boys, the Sisters of Christian Charity 
assuming charge of the rest of the school in 1874. 

In 1870, after the new brick church had been completed, the frame 
church building was nsed exclusively for a school. The parish had 
been growing rapidly and the number of school children . had increased 
to about 150 in 1870. The old frame church became overcrowded and 
Fr. Godez made plans for the present east side school. This school 
was completed in the early winter of 1873: 'J'he old church was then 
abandoned as a school. 

Early in 1874 school was taught in the west upstairs room of this 
east side building hy Mr. John Juenker. All the school children in 
the parish were crowded into that one room. This condition did not 
last very long, however, for the Sisters of Christian Charity arrived 
the following September. 

The Sisters of Christian Charity, who still have charge of onr 
parochial schools, arrived in Westphalia Sept. 7, 1874. They were: 
Sister Theophila, Superior; Sister Eulalia, Sister Olga, and Sister 
Protasia. They were received in Fowler by representatives of the 
parish, and six girls in white welcomed them to their new field of 
labor. Some distance north of the church they were again met by Fr. 
Reifert, who with a large number of parishioners bade them a hearty 
welcome and escorted them to the church where the beautiful hymn, 
"Grosser Gott", was sung. 

The Sisters occupied their newly erected house which had been 
modestly equipped with the necessary furniture. This buHding served 
as a Sisters' home until the present convent was built in 1904. It was 
then used as a boarding and lodging house for school children. 

The first Sisters found the school in a chaotic condition. Hardly a 
child knew in what class it really belonged. Previous to this time a 
large number of children had not attended school at all because of 
lack of room. Many boys and girls were from 14 to 16 years old and 
taller than the Sisters. 

On the first day of school, the Sisters had each child read out of one 
of three b~oks. If a child could read quite fluently in a third readet' 
it would go into the third grade, which was the highest grade at that 
time. If a child could not read at all it would go into the first or 
A. B. C. class and all the scholars between these extremes went into 
the second class or grade. No other qualifications were required. 

St. Mary's School has improved in a wonderfnl manner since the 
arrival of the Sisters. Today our parish school is attended by approxi­
mately 300 children. They not only obtain instructions in all secular 
branches up to and including the eighth grade, but in addition are 
also given a true moral and christian training by teachers who con­
sider their work a life's vocation. Beginning with Sept. 1936, the 
ninth and tenth grade will be added to the Parish School. The present 
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sisters are: Sister R.osalina, Sr. Donna vita, Sr. Anelda, Sr. Gilda, Sr. 
Fredina, Sr. Edmond, Sr. Geralda, Sr. Notburga and Sr. Friedberta. 

Since 1874 or· for a period of 62 years. the Sisters of Christian 
Charity have conducted the parish schools. There have been, of course, 
many changes in teachers during this long time, but it is only just and 
proper that special mention be made of one particular Sister who 
taught here for many years, namely Sister Bonafacia. She came to 
' Vestphalia as Superior in 1876 and taught in one of the higher classes 
for many yeat·s. Practically every member of the parish above middle 
age will remember the kind and friendly sister. 

R.ev. Mother Paulina von Malinckrodt, Germany, Found1·ess and first 
general Supedor of the order of Chl'istiau Charity visited Westphalia 

fo1· five days in June 1880. 

~~~ 

DAS ORDENSKLEID 

Aus Liebe-nur, von Keiner M:acht gezwungen 
Hab ich, o teures Kleid, dich ausersehen 
Von eitlem Prunk hab ich mich 1osgerungen 
Und will in dir den weg zum Himmel gehn; 
In clir will ich von heilger Lust durch drun~cn 
Als Brant des Heilands am Altare stehen . 
0 hehres Brautkleid, das ich mir eekohrrn 
Dich lass ich nicht, ich hab es Gott geschwot·cJJ. 
Und du Maria auf dem Sternent.hrone 
In der ich frueh die beste muttee fand, 
0 flehe Du zum Heiland, deinem Sohne. 
Das ich in diesem heiligen Gewand 
Mir t.reu erringe Seine Himmels Krone. 
Die mir entgegen winkt in seiner Hand 
Heil bringt das Kleid, das ich mir auserkohrcn 
I ch lass es nicht : ich hab es Ihm gesch woren 

I ch lass es nicht. 

~~~ 

~~~ 
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LIST OF GIRLS WHO ENTERED THE VARIOUS 
CONVENTS 

SISTERS OF CHRISTIAN CHARITY 

WILMETTE 

Sistet·'s Name Family Name Parents' Name 

Mother Hvacinth ... Martin .. l\fr. and Mrs. Conrad Martin 
Sister Theonilla .... 'l'home ... . ... Mr. and Mrs. August Thome 
Sister Cassilda .. .. . Ulrich ... Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ulrich 
Sister Deodata ..... H ayes .. ... . .. Mr. and Mrs. Michael H ayes 
Sister Amadea . . .... Simon ..... . .. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Simon 
Sister Corona .. . ... Rademacher .. Mr. and Mrs. Theo. Rademacher 
Sister Secunda .. .. . Thelen . . .... . Mr. and Mrs. John Thelen, North 
Sister Regis .... .. .. Dunnebacke .. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Dunnebacke 
Sister Vedasta . . . ... Herr .... . Mr. and Mrs. Michael Herr 
Sister Philonilla ... . Thome . . . . . .Mr. and Mrs. Nick. Thome 
Sister Gerburgis ... . Thome .... ... l\fr. and Mrs. Peter Thome 
Sister Fidelia ...... Kemper . . . . .. Mr. and Mrs. John Kemper 
Sister Alexia . ...... Bertram . . Mr. and Mrs. J . P. Bertram 
Sister Augusta .... . Thome ... . ... Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Thome 
Sister Frances .... .. Loeber . Mr. and Mrs. Frank Loeber 
Sister Edelinda ... . . Keilen . . . . .Mr. and Mrs. Christ. Keilen 
Sister Caritina .. . .. Keilen .. .. .... Mr. and Mrs. Christ. Keilen 
Sister Theolinda . . .. Keilen ........ Mr. and Mrs. Christ. Keilen 
Sister Alphons ..... Folmer .... . . . Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Fohner 
Sister Theophila .. . . Cook . . . Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cook 
Sister Bonifacia .. .. Snitgen .Mr. and lVIrs .• John Snitgen 
Sister Blanda .. .. .. Volmer . ... . .. Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Volmer 
Sister .Antonio ... .. . Bohr .. . ... Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bohr 
Sister Pt'otasia ..... Cook . .. .. . ... Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cook 
Sister Marianella . .. Bohr .. Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Bohr 
Sister Annarita ..... Fedewa ... . ... Mr. and Mrs. Albert B. Fedewa 
Sister An nella . . .... Simon ... Mr. and Mrs. Peter Simon 
Sister Oliva . .... .. . Simon ..... ... Mr. and Mrs. Peter Simon 
Sister l\t:yrona .. . ... Schafer .... . .. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schafer 
Sister Rosarita .. . .. Pung .. .. . .. . . Mr. and Mrs. John Pung 
Sister Francis ...... Keilen ... ... Mr. and lVIrs. Joseph Keilen 
Sister Marina . .... . Bengel .. . . . .. Mr. and Mrs. Theo. Bengel 
Sister Joanna .. .. . . Platte . . .. ... . Mr. and Mrs. John E. Platte 
Sister Beatrice . .... Thelen ... .. Mr. and Mrs. Michael Thelen 
Sister IT elll'ilda ..... Rademacher .. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Rademacher 
Sister Fran cella ... . Lennamann ... Mr. and l\'Irs. Frank Lennamann 
Sister Anselm . . .... Mueller .... . .. Mr. and Mrs. John Mueller 
Sister Agnette . .. . . . Bengel . ...... Mr. and Mrs. Theo. Bengel 
Sister Stella Marie . . Spitzley .. ... . Mr. and Mrs. Jos. A. Spitzley 
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POOR HAND :MAIDS OF JESUS CHRIST 

Sister's Name Family Name Parents' Name 

Sister Martha ...... Bohr .Mr. a nu l\Irs. Math. Bohr 
Sister Hilda .. ... . .. Schneider :M:r . and l\1t·s. Andrew Schneider 
Sister Gervasia .. .. . Her res .. Mr . and Mrs. Mnthins H erres 
Sister Blasia ..... . . Schneider Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Schneider 
Sister Elmira ...... Schneider .Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Sclmeider 
Sister Aqulina, ..... Simon . . . Mr . and l\frs. ,Tohn P . Simon 
Sister Baromea . .... :\fartin Mr. and l\Irs. Jos. Martin 
Sister Josephine .... ITengt>sbaclt l\'fr. nnd Mrs. ,Tohn Tiengesbach 
Rister Balduina .. . .. Rengeshach ~fr. and )[rs .. Tobn Tiengesbach 
Sister Virgilie . ..... Rademacher l\fr . aud ~Irs. John "\V. Rademacher 
Sister Oswina ...... 'l'h e l ~ n . :'lfr. and lllrs. John H . Thelen 
Sister Dorothea ... . Bengel .. . ... ~fr. and l\hs. Theo. Bengel 
Sister Bernard ..... Bengel ... .. Ur. and l\[rs. 'l'heo. Bengel 

DOMJNICAN SISTERS, RACINE, "'\iVISCONSIN 

Sister's Name Family Name 
Parents' Name 

1f r. and l\Irs. J obn P. Fox 
l\Ir. and l\hs. Ferd . Fedewa 
.Mr. and l\frs. Peter Bast 

Sister Paula .. ...... Fnchs 
Sister Gabriella ... . . Fedewa 
Sister Mary ........ Bast 

SISTERS OF THE IMMACULATE HEART OF :MARY 

Sister's Name Fnmily Name Parents' Name 

Si~ter Alexia . . . . .. 'l'home ..... . . ~[r. n nd :\[ t·s. An gust 'l'home 

FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
ADORATION 

Sister'~ Name Family Name Parent~' :Xame 

S i~ter Otmar . . . Ra1l emachcr }[r. and ~hs. "\Vm. Rademachl'r 
S ister Rosella . .. . .. Simon .. . . . 1Ir. and l\Irs .. Tolin Jos. Simon 

DOMINICAN SISTERS OF PERPETUAL 
ADORATION 

F;llui ly Name l'aren ts' Na me 

. .... . . . :\fr. amll\hs. l\Iichael Pohl 
Si~ter's Name 

Sister Marcelline . l'ohl 

SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Sister's Name 
Parents' Name Family Name 

.1ft'. and l\Irs. John l\Iiller 
Sister Mary . . ... . . . 1Jiller 
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SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH 

Sister's Name Family Name 

Sister Eleanor ... . .. 'L'rierweiler 
Sister Analeta . ..... Smith 
S ister Mf.!l'Y Lonis .. . Manning 

Parents' Name 

. ~[1'. and · ~H t ·s . reter Teierweiler 
}f1·. and Mrs. Edwal'd Smith 

.l\h. a nrl Mrs. Edward Man nin~ 

SISTERS OF CHARITY (CINCINNATI) 

Sister's Kame FamHy Name rarents' Name 

R1· . ..\la1·y Ferdinand Fedewa Mr. and Mrs. FeJ'dimmd Fetiewn 

VETERANS OF THE CIVIL 'iV AR 

Following is a list of the citizens of " ' estphn lia who ser\'ed in tlw 

Union Army dming- 1"1w CiYil \Vm· : 

Anthony Al'ens .Toseph Nnrenbe1·g 
Henry Ame1·hein Fe1·dinand rlatte 
.John Baker P et(:'r Pnng 
F1·ancis Blnndy Henry Rochol 
Anthony Bergrnth );icholas Schomisch 
.Jacob Cook Geo1'ge Schwab 
i\Iichael Cook \Villiam Schueller 
Franklin Fish Andrew Seckenger 
Znriel Fish l'eter Sontag 
reter Fox Ulri ch Thoma 
Sempet·t H ehl Anthony vVehr 
. ] olm Koster Anthony Wit'th 
Anthony Martin l\Jathias ·weber 
l\lathias Miller Robel't McVeigh 
Servas Miller 

VETERANS OF THE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 

Charl es Smith IIemy Pohl 

VETERANS OF THE vVORLD WAR 

Following is a li st of the yonn g men of St. Mary's ra1·ish, Wrst· 
ph alin, who sel'Ved t hei1· country dnl"ing the Wo1'ld War. 

.T oseph Bierstetel \Vill iam Rndemache1· 
Charles Bengel Leo F. Snitgen 
P eter Belen ITcl'l>crt Snitgen 
,Joseph Belen Michael Smith 
Lonis Belen P eter Smith 
·william Bertt:uu Mathias Smith 
Victor Cook Edward Smith 
Louis Droste Alfred Schaefer 
Robert Droste Arnold Spitzley 
Frank Dl'oste Louis Spitzley 
Theodore D1·oste Lonis Schaefer 

Arnold Droste 
Frank Fandel 
Louis Fedewa 
Frank Fem holz 
Otto Fedewa 
IlrJ·nHd Goodman 
Edward Goodman 
Edwm·d G 1"11 l>ee 
.John Gn1l>er 
.T a col> ITa t•r 
Tsido1·e IJeye t· 
.lohn Hoppes 
"\'id!Oim; Lehmnn 
"\'oJ·man Lay 
Osuu· Unrtin 
Lon is l\f fll'tin 
Hohel'1 1\1 a1·t i n 
Lonis J'ohl 
Ar11old !'laUe 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

Mathias Schueller 
Adam Schaefer 
.T oseph Stump 
T,eo Theis 
.Tohn 'l't"ierweiler 
Lon is 'J'eienvei lt•J· 
.roseph T illman 
A ndl'ew 'l'h (:' IPJJ 
.T ohn TJ•ieJ·weil ee 
He1·mnll \Yielwl' 
Loni f> Wohlfl>J·t 
( 'HRIH' I' \Vah·J 
lTt•J·mnll Wahl 

X.A \ ' Y 

Fl':lllk 'J'homn 
1 Icl'lwrl· M:JI·tin 
('lll·istophe1· Schranlwn 
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Leo Th eis, so 11 of' ~r, ·. ancl :\frR. ChnJ·Ies Theis, was the only soldit•1· 
hom SL l\[n,•y's pn1·il'h wh o cliecl in Frnncl'. HiR hocl:v was latPJ· 
ln·ongh1 baek to the ( ' nitecl Stn tes. l: ' pon !'each ing \V estphalin he 
wa s ghen n milita1·y fnn eea l whi ch was attended by hi s son owin g 
pa1·ents and relatives as well as most of th e congregation . 

Although nearly all the other solcli eJ·s from St. l\Ia1'J's pn1·ish 
were in action , many of them going "o,·er the top", they a II lhed 
1hrough the war with this one exception . 

Another ~ oldier fl"Olll I:Vestphnl ia township who died in · F1·anr·e 
\\·as Edward 0J'llbee, son of Mr. and M1·s. John Gt·nber. 

Mrs. John Spitzley, fo rmerly Miss Rose \Villems, also servPcl 
ncross seas during the \Vorld IVar. In Dec. 1017, she was sent by 
the gO\'C' J'llment to Cam p Bealnega1·d , Alexan llJ·ia, La. , ns a R.ed Cross 
mu·se. 'L'h en to :Xew York fOt" mol>ilization. Left i:\ew YOJ"k Oct. 1, 

nncl landed nt Brest, Frnnce, Oct. 1:1. Sent to the America n Hos· 
·tiita.l at Le Mnns, France. Cared for wound ed soldi e1·s. Left France 
.July 13, 1019. Landed in S ew York July l!J, HlHl. Cared foe shell 
shock ed boys in Little Hock, Ark., and fM T. B. soldiNs in 'l' nscon, 
Al'izonn . i\f1·s. Spitzley is st ill n memhe1· o[ the Reel C1·oss Xmse 
ARsocintion. 

EARLY BUSINESS PLJ-\.CES IN WESTPHALIA 

The period f1·om 1867 to 1875 was quite impot·ta nt in t he hi,;tory 
of our parish. Buildings that were put up with brick from the \Vest­
phalia bt·ick yard were the east side school, th e Joseph Arens store, 
Snitgen's stoee, the former ,J os. Stump house and the present home of 
Jos. Keilen. In addition to this the fir·st Sister's house or convent 
was erected. This building program gave employment to a large 
number of lal>orers, many of them from other places. 

' 



, 

Page 102 WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

GENERAL STORES 

The village had three general .stores during this period. One of 
the buildings erected by Joseph Platte and Casper Rademacher i~ 

still in existence, and owned by the Westphalia Hardware Co. An­
other brick building was erected by Joseph Snitgen in 1869, who had 
since 1857 conducted a blacksmith shop near his home. He conductefl 
a hardware sto1·e in this building, continuing at his . trade and 
a !Ro running- the hanlware until 1875, when he put in general mer­
chandise. This bui1ding, now a general store, is occupied by thr 
Snitgen Bros. 

'l'he next brick building was bnilt by Caspel' a'nd 'Villi.am Rade­
macher. This was later known under the name of Jos. Arens and Co. 
Casper conducted a general store in the east part, and vVillimn a shoe­
maker's shop in the west part. 

DRUG STORE 

vVestphalia has had a Drug Store since abont 1870. Mr. J. 1'. 
/ Bertram, for many years conducted a drug and medicine bnsine~k 

and finally el'ected the building in which Louis Bertram is now lo­
cated . 

FURNITURE STORES 

Westphalia also has had furniture stores for many years. These 
establishments were called cabinet shops for the reason that prac­
tically all furniture was hand made. Caskets for funerals, wardrobes, 
tables, etc., were made by hand, mostly from cherry or oak timber. 
These articles were very durable and many of them are still in use 
in the parish. Mr. John Gross, who lived to the ripe old age of 90 
and whose death occurred not so long ago, was one of the first to engage 
in the cabinet business and operated his establishment in the building 
where Herman Geller is located at present. 

Jacob Kloeckner also was engaged in the furniture business during 
the early days of our parish, and conducted the business in what 
was probably the first store built in Westphalia. It was built by 
Joseph Platte. The building stood practically on the same place 
where J os. vVieber's furniture store is located. Mr. 'Vieber succeeded 
l\f1'. Kloeckner in this business. 

SHOE SHOPS 

During the sixties and seventies there were from fonr to six shoP 
shops in operation. They were owned by such pioneers as l\f. Min­
wegen, Theodore Hengesbach, Henry Roll, Wm. Rademacher, Peter 
Petsch and Peter Miller. These shops were not only repah· shops 
as they are today, but places where measurement was taken and com­
plete boots and shoes were made entirely by hand. 

During the fifties and sixties women were wearing shoes as they 
do today, but high heels were of course unknown. Boots cost from 
five to eight dollars, and shoes about three dollars per pair. The cost 
of boots may seem comparatively high, but if the reader considers that 
these boots always lasted from one to three years, and that many 
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grown up men ha d only one pair for both Sunday and week day wear, 
the suspicion that t hese people wer e extravaga nt, vanishes. Men also 
wore blue denim pants or trousers, (blue overalls) to church. 

CLOTHING 

Ladies Easter dresses were made out of flax , home gro" ·n, home 
spun and home woven . Later , wool was used which was a lso made 
up in to garments entirely by hand. 

About 1858, yard goods, called calico, could be obtained at the 
stores. This materia l preceded our present day prints, but was 
mu ch better and heavier than gingham is today. The cost of thi s 
goods was about ten cents per yard which was quite r easonable, but 
at the t ime of the Civil ViTa r the pri ce was ra ised to s t ~ Yenty · fil' e cent::; 
and even one dollar per yard. Gn rments made out of such materia l 
had to serve for all occasio11s and do service for year s. 

TIN SHOPS 
One of the many trades operated in '"' e::;tphalia in ~ ~ nrly t imes waR 

the tin shop run by Jos. Bishop, just east of Dr. Cook's offke. Oldet· 
people will remember the three la rge cha ndeliers made a nd donatell 
to the church by Mr. Bishop. 'l'hey were suspended from the ceiling 
above the middle a isle. Tht ~ y were made out of nickle pla ted tin , 
and scarlet velvet, and were very attractive. E ach chandelier was 
n bout three and one half feet wide and at least nine feet high. At 
that time candles were a lmost exclu sively used for illumination s inee 
the electric light had not yet been discoYered a nd even kerosene lamps 
" ·e t·e just coming into use. 

vVm . H. Bohr still open1ter,; a tin shop in wh at wa s formerly tltt· 
fr ame chureh. Mr. Bohr has oceu pied th ir,; building fot· tift y yea r ~ . 

COOPER SHOPS 

l'ete1· Lil:'rsdt and Angust IIeyer , operated Cooper shop,; in " ·hil'lt 
ban·els, tubs, elmrns, ete ., \H're ru ;utnfat:tm·ed. One of t hem was on 
the lot now occupied by J. Bengel 's garage, mtd t he otlt et.· just ::;oul'lt 
of the present Fink ;mel Boht sto L'e building. All prod uds mad e in 
these stores we1·e considered lhst class. 

'l'h e best oak timbe1· could be hnd for little or nothing. 'l'b e t irnbl:'t' 
was so plentiful t hat the fa nnet·s wonld get in to d ispntes when build ­
ing line fences, each pa rty i11 sisting t hat all the rerJnirecl oak trees 
be taken from hi s woods im;tea cl of mtly one half. Sueh at·guments 
do not occur at t he present time. 

ASHERY 

Bernard Gast and John Kemper operated an Ashet·y ju :,;t ea:,;t of t ht> 
('ha s. Bengel r esidence nnd traces of ashes can still ue found whe1·e 
it was locatPd. 

BLACKSl\UTH SHOPS 

'l'he village generally ha d t hree 01· four blacksmith and wagon s hop~ 
um·ing the latter sixties, and up to t he arrival of t he automobile. 
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It seems that tht> tir~t Mmith •Imp "'lt8 operated by Mathias Doll. 
This shop was locatPd ou tltl• north i'li•h> of the road, and about 100 rods 
west of t he Joseph J' ~imon Homt~ .', HM milt> north of our present 
chur ch. The l!le('tmd oldf'"t shop wu operntl'd by Joseph Wieber. 
This shop was ICK4tt>d ju11l ll<'roM tht' .. tret"t from the frame church 
or about 80 ff'4't ••nth ·•f tb•• pnot~t•nt l'hurch, on tht> Loeber lot. 

Ow of tlw IA I"J(t'lrt IH;Hbmlth and wagon shopR. was operated by 
Ja.eph HuitrtJ, v•bu maf1t', entirely by band, a very large numbt'l· 
of wagun11 autl 11leigbs for the farmers of tht> parish. Som(' of these 
111lf'ighs are sti.ll in use. 

The pain t ing of these V('hicles was mostly done by a German painter, 
H. Malenbrey who also painted most of the houses in the parish. His 
paint shop in which he ground and mix('d his own paint was in thl' 
second story of the present Anitgen Bros. warehoul!e. The Snitgen 
wagon and 11111ith Mhop w•u• lnt·ated in tht> south part of the prt>Meut 
Htono. l• . ....,. • u 1111 nt,...nm~ on tht• f'tlllt aic:k> of the buildintc for the 
enti'IUM'fl Tbt• outli:w• ·• tht' a1·ch are ~>till vimbl.-. 

IJiuduunh It shops and wa~on shops wert' operated hy Peter 
Doll lltld H~IU'Y t 'ook on thP "itP 1tf tltfo prt>Mt•nt F. Baker shop. Peter 
llauer IUCceedt>d r('ter Doll and tJt-iq I!IOftl<' ... , of an inventive mind, 
apent much time in trying to build a P"I'JM!ful •otion machine. He 
did all this work by hand and mostly after bu111iness hours and some­
times far into t he. night. Like many othe1·s sincP his day he was not 
successful in this impossible task. Neverthf'}('SS it reprt>8Pnted much 
deep thinking and perseverence on the part of the builder. 

Joseph Hafner and Conrad Cook also opt>ratl'd a smith shop in the 
building t'ast of the Village Hall. 

GRIST MILL 

Westphalia had 11 gl'ist mill as f'Rrly 81! 18fl2. This mill was about 
70 feet ~·"'"'t of tht• pr('S('nt mill. Tht>J'(• wA"' also a saw mill about 
30 feet away. Betwet"n th(•.!4(' 1 wo building11 waa the hoiler or engine 
room from which J)f•wt>r f..r t hP mill was furniRhed. In .Tune 1868, 
the boiler t>xploded and pt'adically •rt'<'kt>d both builrlings, killing 
Mr. Smith, tht' mnwr of the mill. 

In 1872 Frank ~m·kPr put up another structure containing three 
run of stotws. Mr. Noeker did considerable custom and merchant 
work, manufacturing about two hundred barrels of flour per month 
for shipment to Detroit. This mill is still in existence. It has been 
remodeled a nd improved and iR now operatt>d by Wm. J. Arens and 
Peter H. Smith. 

CREAMF.RIES 

The fil'llt <·I·eamery wu l'stablished during the early eighties by 
Joseph Art-llfl. At flrat this was located in the basl'ment of Mr. Aren's 
store. Later the building just south was constructed and used as a 
creamery for muny yeanc hy John P. Arens and Anthony P. Arens. 
Anthony P. Al'f'us waH su•·~·eeded by A. A. Bauer in this location. Mr. 
Arens established tht> pretten t creamery east of town. This latter 
business was eventually tak('n over by the Farmers Cooperative Cream-
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ery Co. in 1914, and has been in successful operation since that date. 
In the early sixties Platte and Rademacher sold their old store to 

Bernard Rademach er , who converted it into a tavern. This building 
was subsequently owned by many different parties. It was finally 
torn down and on its site the present oil station was erected by 
John B. Spitzley. 

In 1892 Mr. Weitzel and Wm. Wieber, erected what was probably 
the finest wooden building in the village. It stood on the site of the 
present Frank Martin building. It was two stories high with a very 
large cupola on the top and a large veranda on the east side; also a 
spacious balcony above. The lmilding was used as a hotel but was 
destroyed by fire in 1875. 

The building which is occupied by the Fink and Bohr store was 
built by Mr. C. Nau in 1878. It was built for Mr. Ferd Simon who 
maintained a bar for several years and then sold out to John H . 
Schafer. Mr. Schafer was succeeded by Hengesbach and Arens. 

During the seventies, Mr. vVohlscheid, a taHor, operated his shop 
in the west part of the present telephone building. Late1· Mr. Loehee 
purchased the property and it was used as a dwelling and as a Post 
Office. About ten years ago it was taken over by the ·westphalia 
Telephone Co. Across the street is the Baker building which was 
owned and operated by John Baker from 1870 to 1896. The building 
is at present occupied by Julius Pohl. 

The first brewery in Westphalia , that of Schmuck and Thiel was 
located on the site of the Fink and Bohr store. 

Mr. Peter Arens and Peter Thome also operated a brewery north of 
town, across the road from the old Andrew Simon home. The brewery 
changed owners several times and was closed when prohibition became 
effective in Clinton County. 

BUSINESS PLACES IN OPERATION IN WEST­
PHALIA IN 1936 

1. J os. Arens & Co . . 
2. Snitgen Bros. 
9 
'-' · Wm. H. Bohr 
4. Louis Bertram 
5. J olm Bengel . 
6. George Arens 
7. Mathias Belen 
8. Frank Baker . 
9. Joseph Fox 

10. Davern Bros. 
11. Herman Geller 
12. Michael Pohl 
13. Julius Pohl 
14. J olm Platte 
15. Augusta Martin 
16. Adam Schaefer 
17. Joseph Wieber 
18. Anthony Platte 

Geneml Ston• 
General Stan' 

. Tin Shop and Hardware 
. Dt·ugs and Medici ries 

. Ford Sales and Garage 
. Lnnches a ud Refreshme11ts 

. . .. ... Meat Market 
. Blacksmith Shop 

. . . . . Fox's Tavern 
. Farmers Eleva tot· 

U ndertaket· 
. Groceries and Meat 

Lunch es a nd Refreshments 
. Baked Goods, Notions, Candy 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post Office, Notions 
...... . Restaurant and Refreshmen ts 

. . . . . . . . .... Furniture 
. .. . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . . .... Auto Repairing 

, 
" 

~ 

~ 
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19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 

Westphalia State Bank 
Wahl Barber Shop 
Westphalia Hardware Co. 
Westphalia Telephone Co. 
Westphalia Milling Co. 
·westphalia Co-operati,·e Creamery Co. 
Westphalia Oil Co. 

VILL AGE OFFICERS IN 1936 

President . 
Clerk 
Treasurer 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. William Boht· 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leo Hengesbach 

....... .. ....... . . . ........ .. Alfred Snitgen 

Louis J. Wieber 
John Pung 
Anthony Fineis 

COUKCILl\IEN 

Aloy:;ius D r·oste 
John H. Thelen 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

. . . . . . . . . . . . Louis J. Wieber 
..... .. ... . .. .... Herman Gelle1· 

Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... ... ...... .. .... H ilary Snitgen 

Supervisor 
Clerk 
Treasurer 

TOWNSIIIP OFFICERS 

.. George P. '!.'helen 
. William Bohr 

.John Bohr 

Highway Commissioner . Herman Hengesbach 

JUSTICES OF 'l.'HE PEACE 

Joseph Th elen 
John A. Thelen 

Hilary Snitgen 
Theodore Bengel 

l\IEl\IBERS OF TOWNSHIP BOARD 

.Josrph '!.'helen 

Al' nnld 'Yeiiaud 

.John A. Thelen 

BOARD OF REVIEW 

Anthony Feneis 

ROADS, THEN AND NOW 

In 1837 the only road over which a wagon could dt'he, was t he roafl 
from DeWitt to Lyons. Thi s ro::td crosses the one r unn ing east ont 
of Westphalia at a point about 5 miles e::~st of the church, and then 
angles north and west to T1yon s. 'l.' lds is the 1·oad on which Henry 
Schafer , Mrs. Goodman, Frank IInfnag-el and .John Felclspnnsch nre 
living at present. o ,·er this road which was originally an Indian 
trail the mail was deli verecl to Lyons and other points, long before 
Lansing existed and before the first pioneers reached Westphalia. 
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During the earliest period of our history, wh en thel'e were no oxen 
or horses" and practically no roads, people were compelled to carry 
their wheat to Lyons and nearby towns for flour.. It is a fact that 
a certain Math . Miller, who lived 2 miles east and 1 mile so11th of the 
ehurc,h, often took a sack of wh eat, weighing 120 pounds, on h is 
back and carried it to Lyons, r eturnin14 the following day. He some­
times started back on the same clay and was compelled to r est beside 
some log or tree during the night. Travel through the woods in t he 
dark was impossible. During such lodgings in the woods Mr. l\'Iiller 
and other pioneers were quite often molested by bears and other 
wild beasts. They had to be on guard and dared not sleep much, but 
only rested until daylight . 

Later in the history of ·w estphalia township, there were a nnmber 
of winding roads or trails built around the swampiest places, angling 
their way to the village. Still later, log roads were built thron t.!:h 
these swamps. Logs were cut the width of the road and laid side by 
side through the entiee swamp. These logs were then covered with 
dirt and later with gravel forming good straight roads that divided 
the land into square sections. Since that time practically all section 
roads have been opened and at present the township has about 70 
miles of highways including over 25 miles of good gravel roads . 

Road building always of great importance in the township was 
carried on continually year after year until at present ·westphalia 
can boast of some of the finest roads in the county. The majority 
of our school children are transpoeted to and from school daily by 
auto. 

SUPER VISORS OF \VESTPHALIA TOWNSHIP 
F R OM: 1839 TO 1936 

Anthony Kopp ....... 1839- 1840 
.J. Dunnebacke . . . . .1840-1841 
Joseph Platte ... 1841- 1842 
Anthony Kopp .. 1842-1843 
l\L McVeigh ...... . .. . 1843-1844 
l\foses Bartow .... 1844-1845 
Wm. F . Dutton ...... 1845-1846 
Moses Bartow Jt· . .... 1846-1852 
W. T. Plowman .1852-1854 
Moses Bartow Jr . .... 1854-1860 
Joseph Bohr . ... 1860-1861 
Moses Bartow . . . . . . .1863--1863 
Joseph Bohr . . 1864-1865 
l\Ioses Bartow ..... .. . 1865- 1868 
J. P . • Tnnker . . 1869-1872 
J. H . Fedewa .. . ..... 1873-1874 

~Io ses Ba eto w 
.T. H . F edewa 
William Smith 
Frank N oeker 
Peter Petsch 
Jos. R. Bohr 
Peter· P etsch 
Jos. R. Bohr 

.1875-187G 

.1877- 1878 

.1879-1880 

.1881- 1882 

.1883-188!) 

.1890-1891 

.1892- 1894 

.1895- 1897 

.18!)8-1904 

.1904- 1!)0() 
Theo. Bengel 
Fred Belen 
Wm. Smith 
'l.'h eo. Brngel 
Wm. Smith 

........ 1905-1911 

Peter 'l.'rierweiler 
Eberhal'd l\Iiller 
George P. Thelen . 

.1911- 1912 

.1912-1914 

.1914-1928 

.1928-1935 

.1935-

COUNTY OFFICIALS FROM \VESTPHALIA 

Westphalia has furnished the county prosecuting attorn eys for ten 
years,-Antltony Cook, six years, and John H . Fedewa, four year s; 
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Ci1·cu it Court Commissioners, four years,-Anthony Cook and Mo~;:es 
Dartow; William T. Plowman as sheriff; Moses T. Barto " ~ as rep­
resentative, foul' years; and David Goss, coroner, four years. In 1879. 
Frank Noeker was elected to the State Legislature and served as rep­
r esentative of his district for two years. At the present t ime, J"ohn 
B. Spitzley is a memucr of the Clinton County Road Commission. 

POSTl\'IASTERS OF "'\VESTPHALIA 

ln a uont 1850 a postoffi'ce was established in ·westphalia. 'l'he 
Hev. Fr. Godez was appo inted the first postmaster. 

'l'he early mail carriers carried the weekly mail ft·om DevVitt to 
Lyons and Ionia . It seems lop:ical that the mail of the early settlers 
wa s deli ,·ered from I.yons to ·westphalia to the pioneer priest's home. 
and handed out to the parishioners. 

Th eee were no daily papers in those days a nd e,·en letter s were few 
as postage rates were very high. A dollar was required to send a 
letter to Germany or even to California, and, thir ty to fifty cents 
t equired to send one to Detroit. 

The postmasters of Westphalia were: 

Hev. Fr. Godez .Joseph Bohr 
.Joseph Platte Fmnk Loeber, Sr. 
.Joseph Snitgen Frank J. Loeher, .Tr. 
F1·ed McConnell )irs. Augusta Martin 

DOCTORS IN WESTPHALIA 

In 1848, Dr. Kad Fredeeich Srinholr. settled in Wespthnlia autl 
uecame its fir st res ident physician. His successors ha Ye been,-

Dr. Fisher Dr. Gierman 
Dr. Stokes Dr. Schoenith 
Dr. Saurer Dt·. Schaller 
Dr. Shattuck Dr. Banta 
Dr. Dellenbaugh Dr. Watley 
Dr. Rerres Dr. Alton 
Dr. Spencer Dr. Christian 
Dr. Strahan Dr. McCauley 
Dr. Martin Dr. Gerend 

Dr. Bruno Cook 
Dr·. Cook is now the resident physician of Westphalia. 

STATISTICS CONCERNING ST. MARY'S PARISH 
BAPTISMS 

'l'h e fit·st baptism was 'Vl'itten in to the nea rly one lm ndr·ed year. old 
book of records on Maech ~3 , 1838. 

Four children were baptized in 1838, fi,·e in 1839 ~nd six in 1840. 
There is probably no better proof of the rapid growth of the parish 

during t hese first twenty-five year s, than the birth recor·ds here given . 

Year 

1838 
1839 

1\'o. Baptized 

4 
G 

Yea r 

1860 
1861 

1\'o. Baptized 

91 
115 

Yea r 

1882 
1883 

No. Baptized 

94 
96 

Year 

1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
18:'57 
1858 
1859 

No. Baptized 

6 
13 
:n 
24 
26 
35 
36 
24 
31 
29 
48 
21 
44 
56 
52 
80 

102 
108 
124 
104 

1904 65 
1905 60 
1906 70 
1907 63 
1908 fi4 
1909 62 
1910 60 
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Year 
186~ 

1863 
18fi4 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
186!) 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
191!) 
1920 
1921 

No. Baptized 

114 
68 
70 
58 
67 
62 
8± 
78 

108 
9± 

100 
86 

109 
93 

101 
96 

111 
95 

100 
81 

1911 58 1!)22 4!) 
1912 61 1923 4 7 
1913 56 1924 38 
1914 61 1925 54 
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Year l\'o. Baptized 
1884 78 
1885 93 
1886 85 
1887 85 
1888 72 
188!) 8~ 

1890 76 
1891 88 
18!)2 81 
1893 72 
18f-J± 64 
1895 81 
1896 72 
1897 84 
1898 67 
1899 75 
1900 76 
1901 7:! 
1902 81 
1903 69 
1926 50 
1927 G1 
1928 50 
1929 42 
1930 GO 
1931 44 
1932 5!) 
1!)33 47 
1!)34 53 
1935 42 

It is interesting to observe that the highest nnmber of baptisms dm·-
ing the entire histol'y of the parish was reached in 1858 with 12± 
baptisms. 

The parish continued to grow until about 1877 or 1878 when Port­
land took over a number of families in the southwest section. 

Our parish again lost many families when the Fowler parish was 
organized and a church erected at Fowler during the early eighties. 

Wheri Pewa~o built its own church some thirty years ago onr 
parish lost a number of families living in the not·thwest section. So it 
is evident that our parish had reached its zenith during t he middle 
seventies when even the present large church was often overceowde(J 
on Holy days and many other occasions. 

The total number of baptisms in the parish from 1838 to Jannary 1, 
1!)36, is 6491. 

EPIDEMICS IN V\TESTPHALIA 
CHOLERA 

The dTea ded Asiatic Cholera which was brought to Detroit by emi ­
grants on passing boats also reached W estphalia in the early fif t ies. 
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These were dark days indeed for the settlers out here in the wilderness. 
Terror spread throughout the community and the burial records of 
this time show what havoc was wrought by this dreaded disease. 

When the first pioneers arrived in Westphalia in 1836, this entire 
district was covered with heavy forests, with the exception of some 
low places that contained stagnant water the year round. There were 
many snch swamps as these low places were called, especially in the 
southern part of the parish. Some were designated by names such as 
the Klockner swamp, two miles south of town, the Rochol swamp, two 
miles east and one half mile north, Weiland swamp one mile east 
and one and one-half m;iles south, Thome swamp east of the church 
and extending across the present highway east of the Noeker residence. 
Another large swamp existed north and south of the bridge near the 
cemetery. Then there were swamps in the southern part such as the 
Kramer swamp, the Wohlfert, the Pitchford and Lehmann swamps 
and m::1ny other's scatteeed ovee the parish. 

MALARIA FEVER 

This stagnant water, (a breeding place for mosquitoes) is thought 
to be the cause of much of the Malaria fever so prevalent in Westphalia 
in the f-ifties and sixties. Mr. Joseph Voosen, a teacher of the parish 
school, fell victim to this disease July 26, 1854. 'l'he burial records 
from 1858 to 1868, show that deaths caused by fever ranged from 
four to eleven each year. Gradually, as the swamps were drained, 
condit-ions improved ancl only a few cases of cleath by fever were re­
corded after 1868. 

DIPHTHERIA 

About 1863, an epidemic of diphtheria reached the parish. In four 
months t his disease caused the death of ten young persons and the 
total may have been much larger, since, for some time afterward, 
"Halsweh" (sore throat) and "Bra un e" (tonsilit is) are given as the 
cause of death in t he bnrial tecm·dR. No doubt these were diphtheria 
cases also. 

In 1878 vVestphalia suffered anot her epidemic o"f diphtheria. Just 
how many deaths occmTed cannot be determined, but it seems to ha,·e 
been around thirty or forty, since the number of burials increased 
from 19 in 1877 to 60 in 1878, and then fell again to 23 in 1879. 

Still another diphtheria epidemic reached Westphalia in 1881, 
claiming about fifteen more lives. The theory of germs and infection 
was not so well known then as now, and this, very likely, is the 
reason the disease spread so rapidly. 

FIRE HAZARDS I N THE SETTLEMENT 

All t he higher ground of the parish was covered by heavy virgin 
forests when our first settlers arrived and it was necessary to clear 
some land so the people could rna ke a li \'ing. 

The pioneers generally cut down trees to make room for a log 
house, and then extended the clearing farther and farther from the 
cabin. There was much cutting and burning of trees during the 
fiest . twenty years of our history. This explains why fire claimed the 
lives of about twenty children from 1841 to 1858. 
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CEMETERIES OF ST. MARY'S PARISH 

The first cemetery was located near the first log church Y2 mile 
west of the parish hall. The fiest interment was that of a child of 
Eberhard Platte in 1838, and it seems t hat there were about 10 burials 
in all in this cemetery. 

One of the deceased was 24 years old. The other adult burial was 
Perry Maech 29 yenrs old. All others were children. This cemetery 

CRUCIFIXION GROUP WESTPHALIA CEMETERY 

was abandoned in about the year 1843, when Rev. Fr. Godez erected 
the second log church near the site of the present rectory. 

The dead were then buried to the west and south of the church. 
This cemetery was in use until 1870. 

At this time a cemetery was opened on the farm now occupied by 
Joseph P. Simon, about one mile north of the present church. This 
burial ground was abandoned in the spring of 1872 when the present 
ce:n:Jietery was started. 
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All bodies were removed from this northern cemetery and interred 
in the new burial ground, as well as a large number from the cemetery 
near the present rectory. 

'fhe first burial in this new cemetery was that of John Peter Pohl, 
April 22, 1872. This present burial ground of St. Mary's parish has 
been in use from the year 1872 down to the present time. 

In 1924 Fr. Krams startt>d improving this cemetery whi ch had been 

. ; 

VAULT IN ST. MARY'S CEMETERY IN WESPHALIA 

in a deplorable condition. A part of the old ground was sold and two 
acres of land lying between the cemetery and highway were purchased. 
This made it possible to construct a beautiful double drive from the 
highway to the cemetery proper. The entire cemetery was leveled, 
then covered with black soil and seeded to grass. It required over 
2500 yards of black soil and over 3000 days of labor to accomplish this 
work, all of which was done by the members of the parish. Most of 
the work at this time was supervised by Theodore Bengel who also 
assisted in planning and laying out the drives and landscaping the 
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area about the cemetery. He was later appointed sexton for a numbet· 
of years. He was succeeded by Louis Fink who is t he present sexton . 

A beautiful crucifixion group was erected in 1931. New drives wen ~ 

uuilt and hundreds of trees and shrubs planted. 
In 1935 a beautiful Grotto was begun, a replica of t he Grotto of 

Lourdes, France. 'l'his Grotto in France with its · spring of healing 
water became famous in 1858 after the appearance of t he Blessed 
Virgin to St. Bernadette, t hen a child of about fomteen years. While 
" ·alking along the shore of the river one clay, gathering up drift. 
wood, she suddenly beheld Our Blessed Lady, who appeared eighteen 
times during the period between February 11 and July 16, 1858. On 
one of these occasions t he Blessed Mother spoke these words : "I am 
the Immaculate Conception ." Later an altar was built in the cave and 
a church built on t he pt'ecipice a boYe. ::\Iany miracles have been 
wrought at this Grotto which has become known all over the world. 

The Grotto in our parish cemetery is patterned after t he one .in 
Lourdes. The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary a11d the St. Berna­
dette statue were don ated uy the Young Ladies Sodality, the altar 
and the tile floor uy the Christian ::\[other s Confraternity. 

The men of the parish worked faithfully to complete the Geotto for 
the Blessing which took place on the Feast of the Assumption of t he 
Blessed Virgin Aug. 15, 1936. Mass was celebeated in this Grotto Aug. 
28, 1936, by Rt. Rev. Msgr. ,John Mies, D. D., Pastor of Our Lady of t he 
Rosary Church, Detroit, t he fiest occasion upon which t he Holy Sacri­
fi ce was offered in oue parish cemetery. 

Two priests have found t heir last l'esting place in St. Mary's ceme­
tery. 

Father H erwig who died April 16, 190:2 and Fathee Hofsted who 
died Febeuary 23, 1923. 

Four Nuns or Sisters also are buried here, t hree of them Sisters of 
Christia n Charity. One of these three is Sr. Bonafacia, the beloved 
Mother Superior who taught school here flO years ago. The other was 
Sr. Oswina of the Poor Handmaids of Chl'ist, daughter of Mr. John 
H . 'l'helen. 

The total number of bmials in t he first t hree cemeteries over a 
period of 36 year s was 57:2 . The total number of burials in the pres­
('J]t cemetery since 1872 is 1,G66. 'l'hi s makes a total of 2,138 inter­
ments from the beginning of t he parish up to January 1, 1936. 

~~~~~~~ 
~~~ 
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CHURCH ORGANIZATION IN 1936 

I. 

Church Comm.ittee- Jolw I'ung, John Miller , "\Vm. Sdnnitt, Robert 
Kolp, Edward H engesbach. 

President 
Secreta ry 
Treasurer 
Trustee 

President 
IlL 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

IL HOLY XA::\HJ SOCl E'l'Y 
. . . . . . . . . .. Peter 'l'r icn veiler 

. John Mill er 

.John Millet· 
. Arthur Wirth 

CllHJSTIA'X ::\fO'l'HEKS SOCIETY 
. Mes. \Villiam Arcus 

.... . . . .. . .. . . . . . _ . . . ::\Irs. Ech\·arcl ::\Iaetin 
.l\'Irs . P et er Simon 

.1\Irs. John F ink 

IV. YOUKG LADIES SODALI'l'Y 
President 
·vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

V. S'J' . • TOSEPIT'S SOCIE'I'Y 

.. Gcn cvicl' e Bclt'u 
Olivia Simon 

. E leanor Smit h 

. Dorothy Arens 

.ToReph Platte 
. Nicholas Pohl 

. . .. . . ... .. . ... . George Thelen 
.Robert Bohr 

VI. CATHOLIC ORDEH OF FORESTERS 
Spiritual Director .. Rev. Edward Gut ha 
Chief Ranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... Arthm "\Virth 
Vice Chief Ranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Louis P un g 
Past Chief Ranger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hilary Snitgen 
Recording Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... . . Aloysiu s Droste· 
Financial Secret.ary . ....... . . . ... ...... . Albert ~oe k e r 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . . ..... . ......... Adam Schaefer 
Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony Tri erweilC' t' 
Trustees ... . .. ... A.lfred S 11i tge11 , Loni:,; Fink, H erman vVirth 
Senior Condu ctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edwin 'l'helen 
Junior Conductor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Joseph ::\Iarti11 
Inside Sentinel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Robert \Vir- th 
Outside Sentinel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John 'l'h ei s 

LIST OF FAMILIES OF ST. :MARY'S PARISH 
Arens, Albert , Ph il omena-Leona, Antonet te, P a u lina , Alvin a, Theodor e, Casilda, 

J oseph. Dorothy , Donald 
Arens, Ed1Yill . Ve reua-Fra ncis, Bernice, Arl ene, Hlcha r cl, H a rold, 1\lilclred 
Aren s, George 
Arens. Jos . A.* , Anna-Linus, Luclwin a, Norma n, l\Ja r y E ., Edwin 

*Deceased . 
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Arens, Joseph* , Anna Maria*-Rosa, Anna 
Arens, Theodore, Hildegra de--Alban, Ronald 
Arens, Wm. H . • , Mary Pohl-Roman, Armella •, Odelia, Valerian 
Arens, Wm .• J. , Verona-Marie, Rita, Joseph, Gerald 

Baker, Frank, Cathe rine--Hattie, Walter , Dorothy* , H elen, Lucille, Rita 
Baker, Walter , Irene 
Bauer, .Johu. Rosa*- -Leo .T .. Florence, Agnes* 
Bauer, Leo A., Rose--Gerald L. , Rosemary, Alice L., ,Jerome T., .James A., Con-

stance M . 
.Beierstetel , Frank*, 1viary*-J oseph, Anna , Charles, Veronica , August, E leonora 
Beierstetel , .Joseph , Ma ry-Herman, Albin , Frances 
Belen, All.Jert W., Ida-Richard A., Walter F., Albert F. J r. , Leo C., Charles P., 

Alice C. 
Belen , Freel, Tber esia-Frank, Christ, Albert. P eter, Jos., Pauline, Geo., Louis, 

Carolina* 
B elen , MlHhias*, l\ [ary-Yer ena*, Mnreelllnns, Norbert, Anastasia*, Rita, Gene­

vieve 
Belen, Norbert, Marian- Thomas 
B elen, Robert, Anna-Loretta l\1., .John l\I. , Cornelia, Irene, Rose, Robert Jr., 

Julius, Diana A. 
Bengel, Bernard, Viola*-Helen, Julius, Ber na rd, Jr. 
B engel, Cha rles J. , Cla r a A.--Clarabell e, Clifford, Edward, Mary Magdaline, 

Thomas C.- Schmidt, Chas. J. 
Bengel. Edward, Hosanna-Elaine Ann 
Bengel , Rober t•, Emma-John , Mary, Catherine, Cha rles, Ca roline, Theodore, Rose 
Bengel, Theodore, Margaret-B erna rd, Ca rrie. A1ma. Theressa, Joseph, Mary 

(S r. Dorothea), Nettie (Sr. Bemard ), Math il da, Edward, Ma rgaret (Sr. 
Marina) , Regina (Sr. Agnette), Robert. Dorothy 

Bertram, John P .*, Ther esa, Mary K. , Joseph , Loui s W ., Anthony A., Lo1Ti se M., 
William, (Fr.) F r ank W., Catherine V. 

Biedenbencle r , John, Aurelia-E s ther , R aymonfl , Lonis 
B iedenbencler, Ha.nnond .J., Eleanor-J oyce 
B ohr, J ohn. l\lartha-Homilda, Rosell a, Ma ry Ann. Doro1 · h~ · . Atlelnid e, .Joa nn e 
Bohr, .Joseph R., Anna M. 
Bohr, Robert F., Beatrice A. 
Bohr, \Vill ia m. E leonore*-R ev . Joseph. Mrs. RoRell a B ecker. AdeUne Platte, 

Rober t F., Edw in, Caspar, Gertrude, Delbert, Ronald 
Bohr , W. H. 
Bozung, Al ex , Anna-Katherine, J oseph, H elene, Rose, Ca rl, Dorothy 

Cook, Dr . Brnn o, Marie--Margo Mary, Maureen Ann 
Cook, Caspe r* , 'l'heresia-Victor, Phi lomena, H erher t* 

Droste. Alo?sius. Flli7. a.beth-Georgia nna , Ali ce, v\'ilm a, Thomas. Patritia 
DroRte, Anthon,,·*, Anna R. , LouiR, Arnold , Hobert, E s tlw r , Carl, Urban, H elen, 

H enri etta 
Droste, Anthon~ · F. , Anna K.- Bernadine, J ohn F. , H elen E. , .James R. , Florence 
Droste, J ohn''. There>'f<a-1\'Iinnie, Anthony, Frank, Loni se. Theodor, Anna*, 

Aloysius, Alf red 
Dros te, Louis. Clara *-Georg-e, Shirley. Olive Ann 
D r oste, Theoflore J. , Anna- Louis A. , William B. , Ther esa l\ L, l\fary l\fngdalen 

· Fandel, H erman. H ildega rd- Genevieve. Ernes tin e, Eclgnr. D enis 
Fedewa, Albert, Li zzie--Irma, Roma n, Ma rth a, Virginia 
F edewa, Albert S. , H elen-Laura , Ma r cella, Hnrolc\, H elen, Norman, Dora, Marie, 

Charles 
Fedewa, Ar thur A., Dorothy- H elen , Marie 
F edewa, Anthony* , Mar ger et 
F edewa, Anthony, 'l'her es ia- .Toseph, Ma ry, Frank, Hild a, Roselyn, r ~ o r ena , 

Aloysius 
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Fedewa, ,John, P eter 
Fedewa , Carl , Helena- Ada m A. , Roman J ., J ohn ,V. , Edmund H ., H a rold C., 

Urban J . 
Fedewa, Edward G., E leanor-Beatrice, F lorence, Harold, I sadore, Arthur, Leon, 

Ca therine 
Fedewa , J ohn P.* , E1isabeth*-Eleanor 
Fedewa, H enry E ., Rosa S.-Gerald P ., Rosa ma ry A., Germaine P. 
F edewa, H erbert L., Martha-Pa ul, F lorence. Richa rd, Donald, J a mes. 
"E'edewa, I sidore*, Anna-Loretta , Herman, Roma n, An thony, I sidore 
l!'edewa, Julius, Ger t rude-Fra ncis, Gera ld, Ma rvin, :Monica 
~ 'e d e w a , J os. M., Kathrina-Antonetta, Wa lter , Ber tha , Marian 
F edewa , Jos. i\1., Ma r tha- Lillia n 
Fedewa, J ohn J .* , Mary-George, Sophie*, Theodore, E lisa beth, Beuuo, Arnold. 

Frank, Otto, Juliu s, P aulina · 
Fedewa , Otto J ., Margeret-Hila ry J ., Ma rcella M., E stella M., Viola E., I sabell e 

C., Ma ry J ane, Sta nley A. 
li'edewa, Robert E. , Theresa-,Villiam . A., Donald J ., Richard P. , Stanley A., 

Robert Jr. 
F edewa, Stephen, Rosa lia*-Cla ra , Leo, Ma r tha. P ius, Cha rles, Dora 
Fedewa, Cha rl es E ., Theresa-Mary Rose, Ger t rude Ann 
"E'edewa, J oseph , Anna *- Simon, Pa uline, Rosa, F ra nk. La ura* 
Fedewa, J os. P .. E lisaheth-Berni ta, Mary. Odelia, Margaret, J,eo, Ca therine, 

Sylvester, J oan, Ma thew, J ames 
Fedewa . William. Otilia*- Rosella, Celes ter. FJ! eanor , Geneva, Francis 
Feldspausch, Anthony. Lanra-Robert M., Leon F. , Evelyn C., Veronica n.. i\Iou-

ica H ., J a ne Frances 
li'eldpa usch, Frederick, Dorothy-Elmer, Marvin, Dolores, J erome, Hila ry, Francis 
Feneis, Anthony, Rosina *- Cla rencE>, Gilbert, Florence, Lucille, Hilary, Norman 
F eneis, Cla rence*, E sther- Clare 
Fink, J ohn, Catherine-Julius*, H a rold, E leanor, Alf red, Louis, Francis 
Freund, Clarence. Milberg- Kenuetlt 
Freund, J oseph, .Julia-Cla rence, E rwin, .Joseph :rr., J ohn, Ma ry Ma rga ret , Cath­

erine, Clifford , Evelyn 
l!' reund , J oseph Jr. , Ri ta--Constance 
Fox, F ra nk*, Magalena *- Catherin a . F ra nces, Herman. Ma ry, Joseph A., Dora. 

Julius 
F ox, H enry*, Theresa- , Valter J .. Ha rold A .. Nor ber t W. 
Fox, Joseph L., Ida-Willia m S., Sta nley J ., Carl H ., Celes ter S., Elizabeth M., 

Dolores :M. 
Fox, Joseph A., Bertha-Roger .J . 

Geller , H erma n, E stella 
Geller , J ohn . 
Goerge, Loui ~ , H elena-Anua, " ' illiam, Theresa, Hose. 
Goodman, Chri s tian . E lisaheth- Louis. Willia m. Ma r.1· . . J ohn. Alfred 
Goodma n, P eter* . i\:lary-Ha rold, La urina , Rosaline, Hi ta, E sther 
Gross, John .Jr., Mary 
Gross, John P .*, Catberina-Ca roline• , Peter• , E lhabetb, Mar.v* . William. 

Sylves ter 
Gross, J ohn, i\Ia ry*-Katherine, J oseph , Ger trude. Ma ry, .John, " Tilliam 
Gross, Sylvester l\I.. Carrie-i\Ia ry K., Lillia n T., Willi a m J . 

Haeck, Gerald, Hi ta*- Gerald, .Jr. , Bernadette 
Hafnet·, John, Catherine* 
Hafner , 1\Iyron , Hosa-Joseph , Roma n, Norma n, Aloysius 
Halfmann, Anthony, Gertrude-Leon, .Joseph. J oan, Allen, Ma r.ie 
Halfmann, Martin, F lorence-Ma rylyn 
Halfmann, Ma thias, Anna E.- Ma rgerath, An thony, Dora , Frances, Cla ra, Johan, 

Marten, Marty 
Hanses, Bernard, 1\Irs. Berna rd*- Anthony, Ka therine, Peter , J oseph, ' Villiam. 

Anna • 
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Hanses, J oseph J ., La urina-Reynold, Hevella, Ka thleen, Dorothy Ann, David 
Hanses, Vi' illia m, F rances-Elisabeth. Hobert, Berna rd, Vi' illia m, Jr. , P an! , Marr-

Ma rgeret 
Harr, Edwin J ., Bernita-Gladys 
Hayes, James 
H engesbach , Aloysius, Regina- E ugene 
H engesbach , Anthony, Marcella-Ch a rles 
Heyer , Charles, Ma ry- I sidor , Oscar , P hilomena, Cnrl , Antoinet te*, Ra ymonrl. 

Anna, Dorothy, Johanna*, J oseph 
Hengesbach , Edwa rd, E leonora-F ra ncis, Hita, Joseph , Norbert, l\larie 
H engesbach, Herman 
Hengesbach , J erome, Clothilda-Doris Ann 
Hengesbach, .Joseph, Anna-Vincen t 
H engesbach, Leo, Elizabeth-Lillian , Adeline, Hila ry 
Hengesbach , Lawrence, Theresa- Stanley, Alice, Reynold, Linus, Alber t 
Hengesbach , Louis, Elizabeth-Ruth M., Louis R. , Robe t·t .J. 
Hengesbach, Math, Anna-Jerome, Alvin, Gilbert , Hita, Uosemnry , H <> len 
Hengesbach , Sylvester , Odelia-Alfred 
H engesbach , Urban, Laura 
H engesbaeh, William, Margaret-Antoinette, Julius, Loretta, Lawrence, SylvesteJ', 

Urban, Anthony 
Hoppes, .John L., Anna M.- Geraldine, Donald, Hosa line, R aymond 
Hoppes, Michael, Mary-Elizabeth, Edward* 
Hufnagel, J ohn, Cla ra-Homan A., v;ralter P ., H elen, Elda 
Hufnagel, P eter , Theresa-Joseph, Arnold. Hose 

J egla , Cyril, Rose-Theresa M., R ober t l\1., Mar y L., J ohn J. , Charles, Thoma ;; 
Jegla, John, Mrs. J ohn-Ann, F rank* , F rances, Cecilia , Louise 

K eilen, Joseph, Mary-Walter , Dorothy, Verena, La uret ta , Hohert, l\Iildred, 
Ernest, Vincent, H er bert, Anita, J<' rancis 

Keilen. Walter, Odelia-Leon, .James, Donald, Elisabeth , J ane M. 
Klein, George, Dora-Phillip R. 
Klein, Louis, Dora-Louis Jr. , Anthony, Richa rd, H erma n, Rose, Leo 
Kloeckner, :Mathias, H elen*-Vere·na , Alma, P a uline, H a rold, Arthnr 
Kloeckner , Ma thias, Mary M.-Mary Ma rgeret, Lam·ina , Hila ry, Hicha rd , Winne­

fred. Germaine, Joan, P a trica Ann, Donald 
Knopp, Albert, Clara- Ferd, Anna, Adeline, Ma rie 
Knopp, Henry*, Josephine- Elisabeth , Cla ra A., Frank J., Tberesin , Ferdinand 

H ., Anna R., Albert F. 
Kolp, Hobert, Theresia--Mar y, Katherine, Louis, Theodor, Josephine, Hita. 

E leanor , Hilary-Doris Smith, grandchild 
Kolp, Theodore, Ma rian-Anthony R. 
Koster, Anthony*, Gertrude-Louis, Eleanor , Irma 
Koster , Louis J ., Olivia- Paul , J ames, Consta nce, Monica, 'Villinm 
Kramer , P eter , Anna*- Ma ry, J ohn, Willia m, Elisabeth 

Lehman, Berna rd, Grace 
Lehma n, Edwa rd, Anna-E sther , Caroline, H a rold, Sylvest·er , Lillinn, Ra~ · mond . 

Ma rgaret 
Leik, P aul, Louisa*--Peter , Anna, Lena, George, Margaret 
Leik, P aul, Mary 
Lenneman, Anthony, Maglyn-Leona M., F lorence E. 
Lennema n, Edward, E lizabeth-Gera ld, Lill ia n, E;;: ther , Honnld, F. li?.rtheth , .l oan , 

Edward, Eugene 
Lennema n, J oseph, Ca therine J\II.-Alma* . Viola • , Leonard , Norma n, Victor , Ray­

mond* , Erwin, Ma ry, Josetta , Ca therine, Ber tha , .Joseph .Jr. 
Lenneman, John*, Cath erine-Willia m*, F ra nk, .Joseph , E lisabe th , Bernard , Anna, 

Anthony, Catherine, E dward 
Lennemon, Frank, Mary*- J ohn, Matilda (Sr. F rancella ), Leo, Mar th a, H erman, 

Rosaline, R egina (Sr. Hoselina) , Odelia , Mar y, Louis, Anna, Frances* 
-'Loeber, Frank, Elizabeth*- Augusta , Anthony*, J oseph, E ugenia (Sr. Frances )• , 

Ernie, Frank, Cecelia, Berna rd, Hev. 
Loeh er , Ft:ank, Anna *-Lillia m, Ma rga ret. Anna 

*Decea sed . 
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Manning, Edward, Amelia E.-Gertrnde T. , Ma ry R. , Edward J., Clarence T., 
Rober t J., Dan C. 

Ma rtin, Adam, Margaret*-J ohn J., Catherina , L ouisa*, Frank, Oscnr* , Edward, 
Loui s, Robert, Dora 

i\Jartin, Albert, Elisabeth- Wal ter. Wilfred. Ernest. Vl'renn . Aflelnifl l' 
i\Iartin, Anthon.v B. , Angnsta 
l\lartin, Edward, Catherine---l\farinn , AmhroRe, J oseph 
i\lartin , Ernest, G ertrucle---Denis 
Martin, F erdinand, Catherine---Ulara, .John l\J. , Nick, R egina, .To ~e ph P . 
.\1artin, Fra nk. Mar ge r e th - Mar~ e r et , Atlam. Eva* . Elisabeth 
~1artin. F ercl P. , Pauline--Vernon, Norma, Anthony. l\Iilclred, l\l:uy Ann , Phylli f' 
Martin, .J. George. l\Iary- Raynold, Ililar.r , Irene, Bernadine 
!Hartin, .John J. , Mary-Pauline 
l\Inrtin , .John l\1.. Alevina- Robert, Genevieve, Cliiiorcl , Eil een , Paulina , Alice 
.\lartin , .Joseph P ., Paulina 
Martin , Norman J .. * Gertrucle---llonald. llaroltl , Betty 
i\lartin, P eter* , lDii>;a he t·h- Cha rles J .. F rank. l\f:ll'y*. f' lnra . William 
l\le.>ers, Bernard. Oli\'ia l\1.-.Tohn .r .. Hosnline l\ 1. , lDs tella l\ 1. , Bl'rnnr(l, l\!ary 

1\large ret , Stephan, .Jea nette B., Germa ine 
i\Iill e t·, Anthony*. Catherine---fl elen*, A1111 :1'' . Harh>Jr:l , .To;;pph *. Cntherine*, J olnt. 

Frnnk, Mary, Cecelia 
Mill er , Eberhard*. l\lary-Beatrice, Lorettn , 'Yil mer, J osettn, Verenn , Robe t·t , 

E stella . Ger a ld, l\Ia ry 'l'heref'a 
Miller, Elmer, Doroth.v- J erry, Kathl een 
1\lille r, 1Dnglehert, Catherine---Cloti lcla. Alwina. lDrll'in*, Lillinn , Elml' r 
l\Iill er , I sador , Anna 
Mill er .. John, Mary*-Elisabeth l\1. , Jsa dor .J. , .Tulia .T.* , 'l'heo<l orl' 11 . 
i\Iiller , .Tohn W ., Gertrude--Richard, Dona lcl 
l\ Iill er , .Joseph F ., Martha-Aurelia, Romilda, H erbert. Erwin , l\Iar.v Ann 
.\filler , P eter*, Clara-l\Iartha, S imon , Frances, Mary, Irene 
Miller. l'eter. Ularn- 1\fnrnta, Simon, F rn11 <:eN. Mnry, lre ne 
1\Iiller. Wm .. J.*, Rosn li a- Bernita Th ell'n, Edwin , 'Ya lter . Arthm·, Lnc·il e 
i\Iueller, Elisabeth 
~Iu e ll e r, John H .. Clara E.-Henry, Francef', i'\orhl'l't, rrhnn . C'N'l'li rl (R r. 

Anselm ) 

Na seman , Edmund, Luf'ill e---Rosemary 
:'llaseman, Elisabeth 
Noeker , .Jos. S., Elisaheth-Sera])hine, Th eorl or A .. Albert F . 
Nnrenberg, Alfred, Alvina-'toll een, Hobert 
Nnrenberg, Arnold, Dorothy- Gl'rmaine i\1 .. l\Iary K. 
Nnrenberg, Edward. Susanna- Herman. :\lilflred. DorMh.v. R imer. E<l\\'ill . i\fnrtin. 

E lda , Irene, Adeline 
:\Tnre nhe rg, .Tohn, Mrs .. John- .John .Jr., William G. 
Nnreuberg .. Joseph. C'atherine--:\l ath ild n G., Oscar .T. , Alfred F .. Arnold JD .. 

Lanrine S., Harold w·., Esther M. 

Pasche, Nicholas, l\Ia ry- :\Iarcns. l\largaret. Erlna 
Platte. Alfred J .. i\lathilda*,-Yiola. Aclel ine, Homnn. Arthnr*. 1-lerhert·*, Loretta* 
Platte, Aloysius, Lonise---1\Iarie. Grace. Therese 
l' latte, Anthony, Emma--Eileen l\la rie, Rosema ry 
l'lut te. Ferd inand, Antoinette--Dolores, Gene, Marvin , Cnrol. Kennel·h 
P ia tte, F erclinand .T., Gertrncl e 
l'lntte, !Crank E , Catherine-Alma 1\Iarie, Lanrina, Leonard , Alphonse, l\'larinn. 

Fra ucis, .T osevh, Gertrude 
Pln tte, ]<~ r e d J .. Kath e riJt e•- Anthon~ r . Bernnrcl. Aloyf<ill f<. No rman. l\lar.' ·· R egina 
P latte, H a rold. Viola-Kathleen. Joan . .Te n·_,., Bernice. F.dwarcl 
Platte, John E. , .\Iary A.-Hildegard, H nr old, H erman , Odella, Bertha (S r . 

• Joanna ), E sther, Carl 
P latte, .John, Jr. , Dorothy-Mary J a ne 
Platte, Joseph, Ma rtha.-Ferclinand , Ca roline, Hobert, .Julius*, Ll'OtHl , Willinm 
Platte, Robert, Aclelin e---Arl ene, P a nl , E velyn, Mary E llen 

*Deceased . 
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Pline, Anthony, The resia-Hermann, William, Alvena. Rita 
Pline, Ferd. vV., Ma rion-Richard 
Pline, Herman , Lillia n-Arlene, Erwin, Louis, Germaine 

Page 127 

Pline, Hubert, Anna- Man· , Gustave, Eli sabeth, Tillie, Robert, Loren?.o, Hubert, 
Derna, Carolyne, ·wilma 

Pline, Mathias, Rosina*-Aurelia, Alfred. Edwa rd *, Be rn a rd, Lonis*, Joseph J. 
Pline, Robert, Eleonor- Robert Joseph 
Pline, William, Marian- Rosemary, Jane 
Poll! , Anthony A. , IJorotlly-Eigin* . J eanette, Autbony H . Jr. , Robert, Alvin 
Poll!, Bernard, Lena H.-Carl 
Poll!, Herma n P ., Nina A.-Berna rd .J., H elen 'fl!eresa, i\lary J eane, .Joseph H ., 

Richard J ., Ceceli a S. 
Pohl, .John*, Catherine-Nick, Mike, Frank. Louis, Julins, John, Rose, Mary, 

Elizabeth, Theresa 
Pohl, .John A., Theresa-Arn old , .Joseph 
Pohl, John J. , Regina 
Pohl, .Julius M., Mary A.-Caroline, Hm·old 
Pohl, Michael E. , Anna C.*-Louise E ., Leonanl J\l .. FrauPis N .. Genevieve T. 
Pohl, Nicholas .J. , Anna- Alfred J .. Herman .J.. Homan i\1 ., Leo I:'., .Julia C., Edna 

R., Joseph W. 
Pung, Albert C., Anna - Ev e l~ · n 

Pung, Edward A .. Martha E. 
Pung, Frank, Lena-Esther, Louis, Yirginia, G l ad~ ·s , Genevieve, Lucille, 1\Ia.rtin. 

Patricia, H elen 
Pung, John*, Mary-Elizabeth, Frank, Nora, Clare, Louise, Anna, Joseph , Be rnita 
Pung, John, Mary Mag-delin*-Louis, Frank, Catherine, Hilda. R egina 
Pung, John Jt· .. . Julia- Edward A. , Dora, Rosa. S~ • lv este r. Leo J. , Oscar , Rosella 

(S r . Rosarita) , Robert 
Pung, Joseph. Irene---Hohert*. Mar.v Lonise . . Tames 
Pung, Leo J ., Bernita-Ber tha , Leonora. Ale x, Monica 
Pung, MichaPI* . C'hristina*--Eii!'<abeth , Catherine, .John W .. Hosa lia, .Joseph 
Pung, Norman .T .. Laurina-Ricba nl P ., Stanle.v F. , Donalcl G. 
Pung, Norman. Martha-Cla re .T .. l\Iark. J erome W. 
Ptmg, P eter , Anna- Norman .T. 
Pung, Willia m , Ther esia-Alhert C., Leo P. , Arnold , J ohn J., Nora, Ca therine, 

Mathilda, Joseph. Cy ril 

Rademache r, B ernard W., i\lary Fl.-Joan W . 
Hademacber , Frank*, Caroline--Marcella, Sylves te r , Lillian, Edwina, Wilfrid , 

Elmer, Leander 
Rademacher, H e nr~ ·. Amelia*-Arnold F. , Mar.1· E. , Yer ena l\1.. Louisa• , Adelia. 

Leonard, Rosa , Cornelia (Sr . H en rilda ). Vedasta, Doroth~ · 

Hademacher, .John A .. Margereth*-Louis, ·wm. A., Leonard 
Rademacher, John M.*. J\Iln~ · - C atherin e* . Simon. Doroth~·. Almn. Robe•·t 
Hademacher , .Tohn vV.*, Carolina- John ,V .. llfarga reth , Theresa, Joseph, ;\Iar,v 

(Sr. Virgilie) , Anthon~· . :\"ettie. Tillie, 'Villiam. H erma n 
Rademacher, Leonarcl, Rose--Adelaide 
Rademacher , Louis F., Mary-l\Iary Marge ret. .Terry. Edward , Clarita, Charl es 
Radem acher, Simon, Hose--Catherine, Dorothy, Es ther , Bernadine, Virginia. 

Theodore, .Joan, Donalcl , Roger 
Rademacher , ·walte r .J .. Anna 1\1.- Esthe r 1\I., Urban J., :\la rie E .. William J .. 

. Julia A., Doris M., Raymoncl M. 
Rademacher , Willinm A .. Frances l\1.-Antoinette A .. Elclre"ll l\L, Agatha ;\I.. De1ils 

E., Roderick J. , Margaret J. , Daria l\I.. Harold l\I. , Eugenia M. 
Rademacher, William, Bertha-Lillian, Martin, Martha, Germaine, Monica 
Rademacher , William, Catherine--Bernard , Arnold , Wilhelma* 

Schaefer, Anthony, lllartha-llla rie Antoinette 
Schaefer, Henry, Tb e r es i a-l\ Iar~ · . Rose, Mathilda , Anna, William, Aurelia, 

Louise, George, Otto. Edward . l\Iartha, Lewis 
Schaefer, l\Iichael, Anua-l\Iartha. Dorothy, .\melia , Laura, Oscar, William, Leone, 

Philomena , .Adeline, l{omilda 

*Deceased. 
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Schaefer, Nick A. , Anna Mary--Anthony, Mary, F erdinand, Albert, H erman 
Schaefer, William, Esther-Cornelia, .Julia na, Julia, Alice 
Schafer, Adam, Paulina-Donald, Stanley, Marie, Gladys 
Schafer, Aloys, Philomena--John, Ruth 
Schafer, Louis, Matilda--Pauline, Caroline, Louis . Irene 
Schafer, Oscar, J:,ouisa-Stanley M., Jerome J., Marie Dorothy, Germa ine 
Schafer, ·william J., Hildegard-Bernard, Henry, Patricia, Louisa, Elisabeth Ann 
Schmitt 5th, John*; Elisabeth*-Qnirin*, .John P.* , Anna, Quirin, Stephen*, Mary 

A.*, Albert A.* , Katie, William M., Theresa, Frank* 
Schmitt, John P.*, Regina- Louis, George, Julius, Martin, Albert, Isiclor, Qlara, 

Mary, Anthony • 
Schmitt, William M., Anna-Dorothy E:-;- John H., Mary T., Harold J . 
Schmitz, John, Mary*-John, Helen, Mary, Joseph 
Schmitz, Michael, Regina-Marjorie, J eanette, Frederick; Aloysins, Ra~·mond , 

Wilma, Alice, Gertrude 
Schneider, Andrew, Mary-Alfred, Melvin, Adeline, Donald, Gerald , Leonard, 

Germaine 
Schneider, Jacob H., Elizabeth-Stanley 
Schrauben, Charles, Regina-Dorothy, Irene, Roman. i\Iark, l\Iagdalen, Ronald, 

Margaret, Charles, Robert, Evelyn, Roseline, Harold 
Schrauben, H erman , Bertha-Herman, Bernice, Gerald 
Schrauben, John*, Amelia-Martha, H erman, Agnes, Isadore, Raymond, Cla rence, 

Mildred, Edwin, H elen , Alice, Johnnie, Richard 
Schrauben, Joseph , Ida-Anna, Joseph Jr. 
Schrauben, Math, Mrs. Math-Elda, Matthew, Marie, Arlene, James, Be tty, 

Donald, William, Gertrude 
Schueller, Albert, Irene M.-Rosaline C., Marietta D., Geraldine A., Joseph R. , 

Therese M., J erome A. 
Schueller, Edwin M., I ,am·ine S. 
Schueller, Mathia·s, Bertha-Rosa R., Francis E., Mathias Jr., Joseph H . 
Schueller, Peter, Rosina-Marcelia, Irene 
Simmon, Arnold, Catherine 
Simon, Andrew, Anna D.-Andrew Jr. , Anthony L., Marie A. 
Simon, Anthony*, Anna D.-Leo C., Bernita D., Rosella M., Norman .T ., Helen J . 
Simon, Anthony, Dora M-Alvin, Marian, Casper, Rita, Walter, Hilary, .Jnlian. 

Joseph · 
Simon, Bernard, Mary-Bernita, Viola, Florian. Fidelis, Theodore, May Rose 
Simon, Joseph P., Elisabeth-Linus, Raymond , Norbert, Estella 
Simon, Julius A. , Elisabeth-Mary Elisabeth. Monica, Genevieve 
Simon, Peter*, Louisa-Joseph R., Regina, Eleonora, Oliva, Mary 
Simon, Wm. B., Alwina M. 
Simon, Wm. B., Mary K.-Melvin A., John L., Leonora, Anthony, IA-•ona rd F.. 

Celestin W . 
Smith, Frank*. Catherine--John Eleanor 
Smith, Herbert, Agnes 
Smith, Herbert, Gertrude--Rosemary, Norman. Ilean, Raymond, Gerald. Virginia 
Smith, J . Edward, Anna-J ohn E., Mary K., Lawrence, Oscar, H edwig, Hilda. 

Leona (Sr. Anacletus) , Herman, Vincent 
Smith, John P ., Ida:._Leonard, H erbert, Frank, Catherine, Hilary, Rita, Melvin. 

La·urina, Pauline, Roseline, Agnes, Adeline 
Smith, John P., Rose--Katherine, Josephine, Adeline 
Smith, Joseph, Eleonora--Clarence, 1-toberta, Joseph, Simon , Amhrosc, Hohcrt. 

Caroline 
Smith, Jos. L.*, Louisa-Oscar, Anna 
Smith, Leonard .T., P auline--Harold 
Smith, Leo, Antoinette--Carl, Loretta, Delbert, Joanne, Mary .Catherine, Viola, 

Lucile, J a.·mes 
Smith, Martin , Mary-Edwin, Carl, Lonis, Lorena 
Smith, Michael*, Elisabeth-Peter H .. Ni ck, Arthnr, Herbert. Bernard, Martha . 

Christine. Margeret, Sylvester, Mathilda 
Smith, Peter H. , Cla ra *-Esther 
Smith, William J.*, Louise M.-Aloysins J., Isidore ~ 1.. :\larian C .. Celestine J. , 

Eleanor C., Loretta M. , Leona C., Verena C., Pan! L. , Dorothy L. 

*Deceased. 
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Snitgen, Alfred H., Aurelia B.- Juliette, AnUwny, Rosemary, Paul, Germaine, 
Eugene 

Snitgen, Andrew 
Snitgen, Anthony*, Mary A.-Wm. J., Leo Jr., Alfred B., Laura, Hilary, Herbert 
Snitgen, Frank*, Anna-Frank, John, Oliva* , Louis, Julius · 
Snitgen, Hilary A., Bernita E.-Bernadette, Dorothea, Eileen, Therese 
Sontag, Joseph, Theresa-Victor, Bernita, Marie 
Spitzley, Albert, Mary-Arthur, Kenneth, Genevieve, Marvin* , Angela, Mary 

Margeret* 
Spitzley, Alfred F., Mabel 
Spitzley, Anthony .J., Theresa-Ronald, Lily May, Delores 
Spitzley, Frank*, Mary K.*-Dorothy M., William J., Martin J., Estelle C., Rich· 

ard C., Marie Frances · 
Spitzley, John B., Rose M. 
Spitzley, Joseph A., Elisabeth-Robert, Rosaline, Lillian, Alfred, Casper, Marian 

(Sr. Stella Marie) , Leon, Joseph Jr. 
Spitzley, Mathias* , Mary-William, Susanna, Anna, Albert, Anthony, Rosa, Ed­

ward, Herman, Louise, Isidor, Harold, Norman , Roman 
Spitzley, Michael, Gertrude- Lam·ina, Adelaide 
Spitzley, Michael, Josephine*- Michael Jr., Leo, Eclwin , Hilda, Pnulina, Jose-

phine. 
Spitzley, Norman, Marie--Dolores 
Spitzley, Roman, Eleanor-Lucile, David 
Spitzley, Robert, Iren~Helen E., Marian n., Philip C. 
Stabell, Albert M., 'l'heresa A.-Beatrice A. 
Steppich, Joseph*, Cora-Ethelbert, Vera, Victor, ' Valter 
Stevens, James G., Katherine--Mary Frances, F lorence L. 
Stump, Frank, Anna-George, Mary, Frank .Jr., Alfred*, vValte r , Laurina, .Tnlia , 

Louis, Raymond, Henry, John 
Stump, Herbert, Laura-Eugene, Joan 
Stump, Joseph, Rosa-Herbert, Minnie 
Stump, William, Theresia-Anna, Martha, Isadore, Elisabeth , Rose, William, 

Anthony, Mathias, Lucille, Peter, Herman 

Theis, Charles, Ida-Leo*, Eleonora, John, Albert, Odelia, l\lagdelen, Arnold, 
Paulina 

Theis, Frank, Mary E lizabeth-Alberta, Frederick 
Theis, Henry*, Elisabeth-Joseph M., Anna S., Mathilda K.* , William .J., Mary 

M.*, Anthony E ., Herman F . 
't'heis, Herman, Rosalina-Donald J. 
Theis, John, Leona-Germaine, Marie 
Theis, Joseph, Catherine--Mary A. , Rosaline E ., Henry A., Edwin, Josephine, 

Catherine 
'J'helen, Albert* , Pauline--Roman, Mary , 
Thelen, Anthony, Matilda-Bernadine, Harriet, Donald, Mary Ellen 
Thelen, Edward J., Wilhelmina--Richard, Donald, Edward, Delbert 
Thelen, Edward M. , Clotilda K.-Melvin, Marina, Leonard, Juliana , Evelyn, 

Ermeline, Louis, Dolores, Eugene 
'!'helen, Frank P., Bernita-Reynold, Francis, Elaine, Rose, Joann , Marilyn Ann 
Thelen, Geo. J., Anna-Eva, Alfred, Clara, Edmund, Otto, Gregor 
Thelen, George P. , Ida-Anna E ., Alfred P., Carl J., Viola A., Edwin J., Julius A .. 

Rose Marie, Hilary A. , Gregory E., Richard A., Claude J., Jeanine Rose 
'!'helen, Herbert, Esther-.Justin, Claudia, Romayne 
'J'helen, John*, Margeret*-Joseph W .. Edward M. 
Thelen, John A. , Theresia-Bertha, Herman J., Albert, Anna T. , Regina K ., 

Elmer, Rita R, Brnno M., Agnes C. 
Thelen, John H. Mary*-Benedict, Catherine, Andrew, Anthony, Herbert, Hilde­

gard, Edwin 
Thelen, John I., Irene--Dolores T. , Joan Marie, Patricia L. 
Thelen, John Sr., Mary*-Susanne*, .Joseph, Mary* , George, Mathias, Margaret , 

Louis, Rose, Elisabeth, Albert*, .Tohn A., Anna 
Thelen, John T. 

*Deceased. 
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'rhe len, Joseph , Cath erine*-Matilda , .Julins J ., Frank, Louis P. , Ludwina, Dora , 
Norman E ., Martin, Lam·ina 

'rhelen , Joseph P .. Ther esin- Louise, Paulin, l\Ia r~ ·. Henry G., Norman M., Syl-
veste r , Wal te r L. , Rosn. Raymond H . 

Thelen, Leonard M., :Marian-William L. 
Thelen , Louis P .. Alma- Gerald .J., Agatha 
Thelen , Mathias , Veronica- Bernita 
Thelen, Michael, l\Iargeret-Aclelwina, Florentine, Lncy (Sr. B ea trice). Ernest. 

Jnliana• , Sy lvia , Linns, Irmina , Joseph , .Jnlins, l\lary Th e resa, Joan 
Th elen, Norman, Mary-Denis .J. , .Joseph l\I.. Clair l\I. 
'l'he len , P eter .r.•, Rosalia*- R oman, lD! ean or, Irene. Aloysius, Odelia, Ludmilla. 

Mary, Robert, Alphous. Benedict 
Thelen. Virgil, R egina 
Th elen. William, Amalia- Leo na rd i\I .. Edward .J. , Norbert, Alvin R., Harold P ., 

Gerald N. 
Thoma, John, Anna-Frank, i\Ia rtha, William, Pauline, Ferdinand, Amelia, Edwin 
Thome, Nichlas* . Anna M.*-Th eresia •, Joseph, Anna, Mary (Sr. Philonilla) . 

Elisabeth* , Katherine (Sr. Augusta)*, August• 
'rhome. William•, Catherine-Elizabeth*, Mary*, Eleanore*, lela, Mary, Theresa•, 

R egina, Rose, Catherine, William. Clem ons. Ce lia 
Trierweile r, Frank. Pauline--Lela nd , Margaret, Helen. Genevieve, Arlene, Mary 

J a ne, Francis, Joyce 
'l' rierweiler, H e rman, Caroline-Robert, Donal(!, Stanley, Gerald, Joann , 
'J'rier•,veiler, I. A.*, Katherine*-i\Iar.v•, E lizabeth, J ohn, Michael, Margare t. 

Anthony 
Trie rweiler, John, Olivia-EYa i\Ia rie. Frances. Ma rj orie Ann, Annette, John L. , 

Cha rles M., William H . 
Trierweile r , .Joseph. Antionette-Joa n C., l\lary Jane, Ernestine A., Catherine 

Ann, Math ew J oseph, J ean Marie 
'l'rierweiler, l\Ia thias. Katherine*-John. P eter , Joseph , Katherine, Alice 
Trierweiler, P eter , Elisabeth- Hildegard. H erman. Oliva, Vera, Mercedes, Mary, 

E s telle, .Josette 
'L'rierweiler, P eter .J. , Clara A.-Dorothy, Etheb·n. Lucille, Leona, Elmer. Rose-

m a ry, P a ul, Jrome. H elen , Harold , .James 
Trierweiler , Victor , Mathilda- K enneth . Patrick , Gla dys, Charles, Rosalyn 

"\Vacher, Anthony • , Amelia*- Arthur. L eo F., Bertha, Doris 
'Vacker , Anthon.v* . Amelin*- !Hn thilcla. D on1, Berth a, Leo, Arthnr 
'~ T acker, Leo F ., Ma rcella 
"Vahl, P eter• , Ca th erine-Rose, John. Joseph. Cfl s]1er , Herma n , Simon 
Wah l, Simon P .'', Acle li a-Virgin ia, Germaine 
Weber. H enry . Cla ra- i\farjori e. J osetta. Eleonora, Thomas, Donald, Ther esa. 

Anthony, Clair 
Weiland . Arnolcl , Mathilcla--Rita , Irene, Leon . . Jeanette 
Wieber , Anthony W., Cla ra M.-Geraldine, Anthony A. .Jr., H erbert, Donna. 

Lloyd, Ann Marie 
Wieber , Arthur. Theodora-Lillia n , Clande, !\fildred, Germaine, Gladys 
Wieber, Harold C., Romilda- Patricia Lou, Colleen 
Wieber , Joseph. Rosina-lierman A .. Frank, Adelia 
Wieber , Louis .J. , i\Ia ry J .-Hflrold C .. Ecl,vin n .. Mel>in A., Marian, Ro se m!ll'~ ­

'Vieber. Melvin. Marian-Eileen, J ea nette 
'Vieber, Raymond, Florence-Edward, Joan 
Wirth, Arthur, Clara- Esther, Wm . .J. , Louis. J nlins P .. H erma n E. , Rober t A .. , 

Agnes L ., Rosaline, Charles H ., Anthony G. Antoinette 
Witgen, Albert, Leona- J erome. Elizabeth. Yvonne, Gertrude 
~ T itg e n , Edward i\ f. , Ver ena J .-Patty Lou. Donna J ean. Audrey Ann 
'Yohlfert, John , Amanda---Rita , Ernest, Leon , Alice, Rosemary, Laura 
Wohlfert, Joseph*, Theresia-Elisabeth , Freel. R ose, George, Frflnk, Mary. Leo, 

Minnie, Nora, J ohn , Louis, Irene 
'Volsch eicl , Isidor 

;t;ervas, Michael 
Zimmerman, .John*, 'Yilhelmina--Knthe rine, F.li ~a b e th. Nickolas, Annfl, Rudolph 
;t;immennan, P eter 

*Deceased. 
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REMINISCENCES 
"Just Thinkin'" 

Do You Remember?-
When much enthusiasm was worked up at elections in Westphalia? 
The hickory pole, emblem of the democrats, was placed in the middle 
of the square. A :flag was raised to the top of the pole by means of a 
pulley. While it was slowly ascending, the Westphalia Band furnished 
appropriate music. 

When the housewife did the family baking in out door ovens, made 
at first of clay and later of brick? The foundation was of stone and 
clay about one foot above ground and mea suring about 5 by 8 feet. 

An arch was made in the form of a vault, with one end closed, th e 
other open. The door in front was usually made of a sheet of tin. 
Later, these ovens were made with iron frames. This oven space was 
filled with wood which was then burned. ·when the brick or clay had 
attained the proper amount of heat the wood, cinders and ashes were 
taken out, and the bread put in to bake. We are told that bread baked 
in this manner had a wonderful :fia vor. 

When there were no regular fences on farms as we have them today? 
Some of the stock such as cattle and sheep had bells tied around their 
necks. This helped to locate them when they roamed too far or went 
astray. Later rails were split from logs and used to make rail fences. 
The owner of a farm usually split his own rails with which he made 
his fences. 

When one of the first chores to be done in the spring by the busy 
housewife was that of making soap? Lye was made with barrels of 
ashes and then converted into soap with grease fat, or any odd meat 
scraps available. 

When there were iron hitching posts and hitching bars along the 
main streets of Westphalia? They were neat looking and added to 
the appearance of the town as long as they were in common use. Old 
Dobbin was driven up to the post, fastened securely with a line or a 
strap, and waited patiently until we had our "trading" done. In cold 
weather the horse had to be blanketed also. 

When roads became so muddy after the spring thaw that it was 
almost impossible to travel them at times with a horse and buggy. In 
some particularly soft spots .the mud would be almost up to the hub 
of the wheels. 

When the old hotel occupied one of the main corners of the town? 
This frame building served the community for many years under differ­
ent proprietors and always played an important part in the life of the 
community. 

When a board side walk extended one-half mile north, east, south and 
west of the four corners of Westphalia? Besides this a high graded 
grassy walk along the side of the road extended to the two-mile corners 
south and east of town. A fine thing for school children in days when 
children walked two, three, four and even five miles or more to school 

daily. 
When a row of sheds stood upon the parish property north of the 

auditorium? They were all numbered and rented year after year by 
families living in that direction. A fine place to keep the horse and 
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buggy or team as the case might be, while attending church services 
or other festi vities in the padsh. Since the automobile became so 
common, they lost their usefulness and were torn down. 

When lard was used as fuel for lights? Later on tallow candles 
were used; nearly every family making their own with candle forms. 

When the Indians used to demonstrate their skill with the bow and 
arrow by shooting mark at nickels from a cross the road a distance of 
a few rods? If they hit the nickel it was theirs. You may be sure 
they very seldom missed their mark. 

When the first tableau put on in Westphalia in 1877 caused a neat 
panic among the audience? People thought the Quilding had caught 
on fire when the tableau began. 

When Dr. Christian escorted by "Doc" l\fartin and his trusty steeds, 
called on the sick of this community? 

When farmers used to take their sheep to the nearest stream or river 
to wash them? An inclosure was built at a convenient place along 
the stream, the sheep driven inside and then led one by one into the 
water to be washed. 

When farmers had to "ford" rivers and streams at convenient places 
with their teams and wagons? There were not many bridges, and it 
was sometimes a long way 'round to get to town if they had to cross a 
stream. 

When the band used to hold their practices in the assembly room of 
the old jail building now owned by Peter Smith? 

"For it's always fair weather 
When good fellows get together." 

When Frannie Fink started to play with the band. He was only 
nine years old and no bigger than your hat, but he handled his instru­
ment like an old master. 

WESTPHALIA OF TODAY 

St. Mary's parish covers nearly the entire Township of Westphalia 
and also parts of Riley, Dallas, Lyons and Portland Townships, or a 
total area of approximately 46 square miles. 

The main occupation of its members is of course agriculture, and a 
great diversity of crops is produced on the fertile farms in the com­
munity. 

The main crops are wheat, oats, corn, barley, rye, beans, hay, sugar 
beets and peppermint. On some occasions in the past this Township 
has reached second highest place in the state, in the production of 
clover seed. There is also considerable live stock kept on the 275 farm s 
of the parish. 

Such products as milk, butter, eggs, poultry, beef, pork, mutton nnd 
lamb, are produced in large quantities annually and make up a large 
part of the farmers income. 



Advertisers: 

We wish to thank the following, whose 

advertisements appear in this book, for 

their generous support. 

A . & P. Stores, St. Johns 

Albert's Restaurant 

Allison's J ewelry Store 

Anderson ·Machine Service 

J. Arens & Co. 

Arens and Spitzley Tavern 

Au to-Owners Ins. Co. 

Arthur W. Bandfield 

Frank A. Becker 

Belen's Meat Market 

Dr . M. B. Bell 

.Tohn Bengal 

Lonis W. Ber tram 

C. S. Bla nchard 

The E. F . Boron Rug Store 

Brummer and Fredrickson 

Builders' Lumber and Suppl.v Co. 

Bullard and Snycler 

Bu rks Grocery 

.T. H . Byerly Co. 

Ca nrly Land, Portland 

Capita l City Ciga r & Tobacco Co. 

Capital Distributing Co. 

Cash ancl Car ry Ice Station 

Christian Breisch Corp . 

Citiv.ens Mutual Auto Ins. Co . 

County Agricultural Extension Office 

Chester R. Culver 

Cla r k and Hulse 

Clinton County Officers 

Clinton County Roa d Commission 

Clinton Gas and Oil Co. 

Clinton Memorial Hospital 

Dr. Br uno Cook 

R. W. Dawdy 

Hotel Devine 

0. P. De ' Vitt and Sons 

Dil'ter·s J ewelry Store 

Edinger and Weber 

Egan Motor Sales Co. 

Rlectric Shoe Shop 

Dr. Ronald B. Elsie 

F,mma-Lou Pastry Shop 

Farmers' Co-Opera tive Elevator Co. 

Farmers' Mutual Fire Ins. Co . 

l ~e dera l Furniture Co. 

Fowler Gas and Oil Co. 

Fowler Radio Shop 

Fowler Drug Co. 

Fox Bros. 

The Fox E levator Co. 

La wrence Fox 

Fox's Tavern 

Frecben's Restaurant and Market 

Gamble Store Agency 

Gee's Mod ern Market 

H erma n .T. Geller 

IT. Louis Geo rge a nd Vincent J . George 

C:oocl Housekeeping- Shop 

J E . Graessle 

B Gruler 

J onatha n Hale a nd Sons 

Joseph J. Hanses 

Hart Clinic 

Hartwig's Market 

Heatherwood F a rms 

(L-ist oontinued on following page) 
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.Tohn Hicks Store 
Walter Hink 

Hunt's Drug Store 

Ionia Bottling Works 

. T. George Koelzer, Sr. 

.Tohn Kramer 

Kro.!!er Grocery and Baking Co. 
Kru eger Hatchery 

Lee a nd Cady 

L. C. Lehman 

Lowe Motor Sales 

J\Iaple Corners Store and Service 
Station 

Martha Washington Cafe 

l\lr. and Mrs. Anthony Martin 
Flo ~ • d R. Martin 

Matthews Dairy 

Maynard-Allen State Bank 
:Maxwell Hatchery 

.T. A. McClelland and Son 

The Michigan Elevator Exchange 

Michigan Livestock Exchange 

Michigan State Farm Bnrean 
Millman's Drug Store 

W . .T. Moss Auto Co. 

Motz, Simon and Hufnagel 

Oldbru Beer 

Old Ypsilanti Beer 

Osgood Fun era I Rome 

J. C. Penney Co .. St. .Johns 
Pohl Brothers 

Pohl's Ta·vern 

Anthony Platte 

J ohn P latte 

Platte's Store 

Portland Co-Operative Co. 

Portland E levator Co. 

Portland Oil Co. 

Portland Review 

Portland Vulcanizing " Torks 

Portland- Westphalia Hardware Co., 
Portland and Westphalia. 

Prince and Company 

The Red and White Store 

Richman Brothers Clothes 

CENTENNIAL 

The Roat Beauty Shop 

Rosevail Packing Co. 

Roosevelt Oil Co. 

Sam's Inc . 

Schafer's· Restaurant 

Schenck Nursery Co. 

The Schuller Store 

Silver Lead Paint Co. 

Simons and Cook 

Simons' Restaurant, Carson City 

Simon's Restaurant, Fowler 

Smith and Hunter 

E. C. Smith E levator 

Smith H ardware Co. 

Smithies Buick Sales 

Snitgen Brothers 

Louis F . Snitgen Store 

Spaulding Company 

Anthony J . Spi tzley 

State Savings Bank 

The State Bank of St. Johns 

St. Johns Furniture Co. 

St. Johns National Bank 

'!.'he M. L. Sturgis Co. 
Sun Theatre, Portland 

.John A. Thelen 

Thoman Milling Co. 

Valley City Milling Co. 

Van Leenwen Dry Goods Co. 

Wahl's Barber Shop 

A. W. Walsh Co. 

,1 oseph B. Walworth 

·weber's Restaurant 

Westphalia· Cooperative Creamery 
Ass'n 

Westphalia Oil Corp. 

Westphalia Milling Co. 

The Westphalia State Bank 
Westphalia Telephone Co. 

'Vhittaker Brothers, (Hardwa re) 
Wieber Lumber Co. 

' Volverine Fertilizer 

Yunker Memorials 

Zerfas I mplement Co. 
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THE WESTPHALIA STATE BANK 

Capital $25000 

OFli' I CER S 

John B. Spitzley. 
President 

Loui s .J. \Vieber, 
Vice President 

Robe rt F . Bohr, 
Cashier 

WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

JOHN B. SPITZLEY, President 

OUR MOTTO 

DIRECTORS 

John B. Spitzley 

Lon is J. Wieber 

William Bohr 

William H . Young 

John P. 'l''ri e rweilcr 

SAFETY AND PROTECTION OF YOUR REAL 

OR PERSONAL PROPERTY 

OUR RECORD 

No Home or Farm Mortgage Foreclosure dur­

ing the Entire Period of the Depression 

DEPOSITS INSURED BY 

The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 

$5000 Maximum Insurance for Each Depositor $5000 
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EVERLASTING MONUMENTS 

In the W e~tphalia Cemetery are many beautiful 

monuments furnished by our organization. Your 

friends have chosen them from the man_y ideas we 

are able to offer. 

We are represented in Westphalia by Herman 

Geller who will gladly furnish any information 

your require. 

YUNKER MEMORIALS 

1026 East Mt. Hope Ave. Lansing, Michigan 
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ALWAYS ASK FOR 

BAMBY BREAD 
HOLSUM 

CAKES AND ROLLS 

Made of the finest ingredients 

Sold exclusively by 

PLATTE'S STORE 

COMPLIMEN'TS OF I I I vAN LEEUWEN DRY GOODS co. 

Westphalia Milling Co. 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

ES,TABLISHED 1925 

Wm. J . Arens and P. H. Smith, Proprietors 

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

Dealers in 

BEANS, GRAIN, FLOUR, FEED, FERTILIZER, COAL, 

CEMENT AND LIME 

Jobbers of Dry Goods, Notions and Rubber Footwear 

Wishing the community of Westphalia a most glorious 

success in their centennial celebration, we remain, 

yours truly, Van Leeuwen Dry Goods Co. 

Michigan Approved Baby Chicks headed by pedigreed males 

of the following breeds from one of Michigan's oldest 

hatcheries. White Leghorns, Barred and White Rocks, and 

Rhode Island Reds. Also pullets and matured stock. 

BRUMMER & FREDRICKSON 

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN 
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Congratulations to 

ST. MARY'S PARISH 
at ·westphalia, Michigan 

on your lOOth birthday 

THE CLINTON COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION 

Not the biggest, but one 

of the best hospitals In 

M . h' I 1c 1gan. . . . . 

THE ROAT 

CLINTON MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 

St. Johns, Michigan 

BEAUTY SHOP 

CU RLS and WAVES AS YOU LIKE THEM 

0 

0 

YOUR authorized Gabrieleen b eauty 

shop will style your wave as you 

like it, to accentuate your own indi­

viduality. Gabrieleen assures perfect 

results and lasting beauty, regard· 

less of the type of hair. Our skillful 

trained operators offer you profes· 

sional advice on the best type of 

wave based on th e t extlll' e of your 

hair and its needs. 

PHONE 327 FOR APPOINTMENTS 

MRS. BERTHA ROA '1', Prop. - St. J obns, Michigan 

(Located just east Methodist Church ) 
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Compliments of 

Kroger Grocery & Baking Co. 
St. Johns, Michigan 

A. D. McFadden, Mgr. 

Compliments of 

HART CLINIC 
ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

DR. F. E. LUTON \ 

DR. C. F. FOO 

DR. DEAN W. HART 

SCHENCK NURSERY CO. 
GROWERS AND DEALERS 
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Hardy Shrubs - Ornamentals - Small Fruits - Evergreens 

Perennials - Roses - Fruit Trees 

ELSIE, MICHIGAN 

RICHMAN BROTHERS CLOTHES 
STANDARD QUALITY AT A STANDARD PRICE 

'The Choice of a Store-full of Fine Clothes 

206 S. WASHINGTON AVE. A II ft ft 50 206 S. WASHINGTON AVE. 

LANSING, MICHIGAN $ ~ ~- LANSING, MICHIGAN 

.. 
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ELECTRIC SHOE SHOP 

SHOE AND HARNESS REPAIRING 

J. A. PIERSON ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

Allison's Jewelry Store 

St. Johns 

Established 1880 

Hamilton and E•lgin Watches 1847 Rogers Silverware 

Bluebird Diamond Rings 

Eastman Kodaks 

ROBERT G. ALLISON, Registered Optometrist 

Eyes examined and Glasses fitted 

CONRAD SEIM, Jr ., Manager 
HAROLD B. F ULLER, Sec'y -Treas. 

ST. JOHNS FURNITURE COMPANY 
18 CLINTON AVE. 

PHONE 131 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 
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BURKS GROCERY 
ST. JOHNS, MITCHIGAN 

Fully equipped to serve you with a complete line of 

FRESH FRUITS, VEGETABLES, MEATS AND GROCERIES 

"QUALITY MERCHANDISE AT ECONOMITCAL 

PRICES" 

l\I 

Now- Operating 0 
R 
E 

N under supervisio.n ()f the Bureau ()f Animal Industry, 
E 
T U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C., by 

D authority of the Packers and Stockyards Acts of 1921. 
0 
L 
L 
A " QII!Ii(>•• 
R 
s 

F 

Prince & Company 0 
R 

y 
LIVESTOCK ORDER BUYERS AT 0 

u 
R THE ST. JOHNS STOCKYARDS 
L 
1 Telephone No. 500 v 
E 
s 
T Bonded by the HARTFORD for your protection. E verything any 
0 
c stockyard has except the high overhead of the big city markets. 
K 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

ROOSEVELT OIL CO. 
ST. JOHNS, MICillGAN 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS MADE FROM MICHIGAN 

CRUDE 
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Come to us with your painting problem 

also plumbing, heating and troughing 

Phone 31 

PHONE 123 

SPAULDING CO. 
ST. JOHNS 

LOWE MOTOR SALES 
F. B. LOWE, Prop. 

S'l'. JOHNS, MICHIGAN . 

PONTIAC SALES AND SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

HEATING AND PLUMBING 

W. J. MOSS AUTO CO. 
ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

Phone 31 

CHRYSLER STUDEBAKER PL,YMOUTH 

BETTER AUTOMOBILES AND BETTER SERVICE 

Pepperment Still Equipment Automotive and Tractor Service 

Allis-Chalmers Power Farming Machinery 

General Repairing Welding 

ANDERSON MACHINE SERVICE 
A COMPLETELY EQUIPPED MACHINE SHOP 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

CLYDE B. ANDERSON PHONE 56 

• 
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Compliments of the 

Michigan Livestock Exchange 
St. Johns Unit 

MEMBER OF NATIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKETING 

ASSOCIATION 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

R. D. HARPER, Manager TELEPHONE 509 

Courtesy of 

County Agricultural Extension Office 

County Agricultural Agent 

Roscoe G. Smith 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

MILLMAN'S DRUG STORE 
WALGREEN SERVICE 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 
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(LINTON COUNTY 

OFFICERS 

KELLY S .. SEARL, Circuit Judge 

JOHN S. BARNES, Sheriff 

EDNA M. LOVE, County Clerk 

LEE BISSELL, County Treasurer 

CORA M. SALISBURY, Register of Deeds 

CHARLES W. AUSTIN, Prosecuting Attorney 

EDWIN E. HALL, Drain Commissioner 

CLARENCE D. EBERT, Coroner 

CLEMENT M. PUNG, Circuit Court Commissioner 

CLARK S. GREGORY, Probate Judge 

BRYAN J. WILBER, School Commissioner 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 Page 15 1 

We extend congratulations to St. Mary's 

parish, Westphalia, for 100 years of 

religious service to the community. . . . ' 

The E. F. Boron Rug Store 

St. Johns, Mich. 

Measles, Pneumonia, 

Scarlet Fever 

Often lead to ~ater complica­

tions, affecting heart, lungs, 

hearing, eyesight. 

CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR 

Have his Prescriptions filled 

at Hunt's Prescription Room. 

Prompt delivery by mail or 
messenger. 

Large stock Chemicals. 
Up-to-date equipment. 
Register ed Pharmacists. 
U. S. P. Pharmaceuticals. 

HUNT'S DRUG S·TORE 

ST. JOHNS, MICH. 

Phone 20 10 Clinton Av e. 

Headquarters 

- F OR-

"DAILY 
EGG" 

- AND --

"MILKY WAY" 

Poultry and Dairy FEEDS 
A balanced ration containing 
the highest quality ingre­
dients necessary to produce 
high standard flocks and 
herds. 

Your copy of the Poultry P rimer 

is ready-Ask the Mgr. 

A & P FOOD s .TORES 

St. Johns 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

GAMBLE STORE AGENCY ­

ST. JO ~ HNS, MICH. 
OWNED AND OPERATED BY 

RAY C. OSBORN 

RADIOS-WASHERS-BICYCLES-AUTO ACCESSORIES 

AND HARDWARE 
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, 

Compliments of 

ARENS AND SPITZLEY 
TAVERN 

WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

BEER AND LUNCHES, ETC. 

WE SERVE YOU WITH A SMILE 

FOX'S TAVERN 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

Meals and Lunches 

Ice Cream 

All Popular Brands of Draught and Bottle Beer 

POHL'S TAVERN 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

BEER AND LUNCHES CIGARS AND TOBACCOS 

ICE CREAM 

Julius M. Pohl, Prop. 

WESTPHALIA OIL Co. 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

Prompt Service Always 

I 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 Page 153 

The store that has served this community for 

the past sixty years. 

"TRY THE DRUG STORE FIRST" 

Louis W. Bertram 
THE NY AL QUALITY DRUG STORE 

Westphalia Michigan 

Drugs, Medicines, Confectionery, Kodaks, 

Films and Developing 

• • • 

Try our fresh roasted peanuts 

Roasted "THE BERTRAM WAY" 

they are better 

• • • 

We carry, the year round, a full line of 

Religious Articles 
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COMPLIMENTS 

]. C. PENNY CO. 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

ST. JOHNS NATIONAL BANK 

ST. JOHNS, MICH. 

Phon e 101 313 N. Lans ing St reet 

CHESTER R. CULVER 
Proprietor Crowner Memorial Works 

HIGH GRADE MEMORIALS 

St. Johns, Michigan 

PRICES VERY REASONABLE 

GET YOUR USED CAR 
AT 

POHL BROTHERS 
ST. JOHNS 

THE LARGEST DEALER THE LARGEST ASSORTMENT 
THE LOWES,T PRICES AGREEABLE TERMS 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 Page 155 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

THE STATE BANK OF ST. JOHNS 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

COURTESY OF 

OSGOOD FUNERAL HOME 

S'l' . JOHNS, MICH. 

W I LLIAi\1 1\1, 81\[ITH GEOR GE G. HUNTER 

SMITH & HUNTER 

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 

10 ~ ::.ATIONAL BANK BUILDING - S'l'. JOHNS 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

JOHN HICKS CO. 
ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

Announcing daily arrivals of new merchandise-women's coats 
- dresses - knitwear - shoes and accessories. Also new 
fabrics for fall showing and tremendous assortment of child­
ren's wear for school. 



Page 156 WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

FOWLER GAS AND OIL COMPANY 

Distributors of 

MOBILGAS GASOLINE, KEROSENE, DISTILLATE 

LUBRICATING OIL AND GREASES 

Wholesale - Retail 

PHONE NO. 59 FOWLER, MICH. 

FOWLER RADIO SHOP 

NEW AND USED ,RADIOS 

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES 

Better Radio Service Fowler, Michigan 

JOHN KRAMER 

SALES ~ SERVICE 
'1'81. UNlVEllSAL CA& 

PHONE NO. 2531 FOWLER, MICH. 

EDINGER & WEBER 

CHEVROLET SALES AND SERVICE 

Fowler, Michigan 
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Simon~s Restaurant 

Regular Meals Short Orders 

FOWLER 

Ice Cream, Beer, etc. 

ALSO GENERAL TRUCKING 

Phone No. 2393 

SIMON BROS. 

MICHIGAN 

For over half the century 
since the founding of Westphalia 

We have been furnishing your 
community with that famous 

MOSS ROSE FLOUR 
Through fair and honest dealing, and quality 
merchandise we intend to merit your con­
tinued high regard. 

THOMAN MILLING CO. LANSING 

FOR MUTUAL INSURANCE 
Windstorm 
Fire 
Hail 

See or Call 

JOHN A. THELEN 
PHONE 21-FS WESTPHALIA, MICH. 
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Service That Makes Friends 
Ask our customers, they know 

We're quite a family, 800 customers 

who make up this Bank 

STATE SAVINGS BANK 
Fowler 

CLARK AND HULSE 
MEN'S WEAR 

FIFTY YEARS OF HONEST DEALING 

St. Johns 

J . E. GRAESSLE, OPT. D. 

OPTOMETRIST 

Glasses Prescribed ,. 

ST. JOHNS, MICHIGAN 

Compliments 

J. H. Byerly Co., Store No. 23 
Fowler, Michigan 

Michigan 

' 

. 

Michigan 

WEBER'S 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

RESTAURANT 
GOOD EATS 

SOFT DRINKS AND BEER 

On M-21-0ne Block East 

Page 159 

LOUIS WEBER, Prop. Fowler, Michigan 

TO RECEIVE THE MOST NET DOLLARS FOR YOUR 

LIVESTOCK ALWAYS SELL TO 

ROSEV AIL PACKING co .. 
Phone 89 Dewitt, Mich. 

Best Wishes From 

The 

Michigan Elevator 

Exchange 

L. E. Osmer Lansing, Mich. 
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Insure with an Old and Tried Insurance Company that will 
Furnish your Insurance at Cost and Keep your Money at Home 

Over $31,000,000 Insurance in Force 

Farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Co. 
of Clinton County 

Established 73 Years 

There is an Agent in Every Township to See to Your Insurance 
ST . .JOHNS, MICHIGAN TELEPHONE 166 

SIMONS' RESTAURANT 

REGULAR MEALS 

ICE CREAM 

SHORT ORDERS 

BEER, ETC. 

Carson City, Mich. 

WIEBER LUMBER Co. 
EVERYTHING TO BUILD 

ANYTHING 

~~ 

Phone No.2 I I I 

Frank Wieber Fowler, Mich. 

-

lL 
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FRANK A. BECKER 

DEALER IN 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE, MILLINERY AND HOSIERY 

THE PLACE TO BUY READY-TO-WEAR 

FOWLER, MICHIGAN 

COl\IPLIMEN'l'S O:B' 

LAWRENCE FOX 

DEALING IN 

GROCERIES - SHOES AND DRY GOODS 

FOWLER MICHIGA~ 

WHITTAKER BROTHERS 

HARDWARE 
Reliable since 1905 

HARDWARE TINNING HEATING 

PLUMBING 

ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 

FARM IMPLEMENTS 

FOWLER AND ST. JOHNS 

2101 Phone 499 
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BULLARD & SNYDER 
DEALERS IN LIVESTOCK · 

Ship every Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

STOCKYARDS PHONE 2791 

BULLARD 71-F-3 ST. JOHNS SNYDE& 2681 FOWLER 

FOWLER, MICHIGAN 

KRUEGER 

The Name That Stands for Quality in Baby Chicks 

KRUEGER HATCHERY 

IONIA MICHIGAN 

Michigan State Farm Bureau 
Serves 7 5, 000 Michigan Farm Homes 

This organization is here to help farmers and their wives win 
more of the comforts and satisfactions in life for 

themselves and their children. 

Membership Has Built These Farm Bureau 
Services 

Seeds 
Feeds 
Sprays 
Fertilizers 
Steel Roofing 

Insurance 
Legislation 
School Aid 
Tax Service 
Electrification 

Machinery 
Oils 
Gasoline 
Fence 
Membership 

MICHIGAN STATE FARM BUREAU 
Lansing, Michigan 
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We extend our Heartiest Congratulations to St. Mary's Parish 

on the lOOth Anniversary 

~ 

H . LOUIS GEORGE and VINCENT J. GEORGE 

Fowler , Michigan 

Shelf and Heavy Hardware 

McCormick-Deering Farm Machines 

Tinning, Plumbing and Heating 

REPAIRS O ~ UR SPECIALTY 

The store that supplies you with what 

you want when you want it 

Fox Bros. Hardware 
Telephone 27 44 Fowler, Michigan 

CLINTON GAS & OIL CO. 

CONOCO PRODUCTS 

A. A. BERTRAM 

TELEPHONE 2131 FOWLER, MICH. 
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mwnwmw 
FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE ELEVATOR CO. 

(Incorporated 1919) 

We are only 1 7 years old but hope to 
celebrate our Centennial. 

• • 
WE BUY 1 

We Manufacture 
WE SELL 

Beans I Seed 

GOLDEN Fertilizer 
Grain ! 

RULE Flour 
Wool l 

Coal 
FLOUR 

Seed ! Feed 

·- ---· 
· Some 300 Farmers organized this Elevator with the 

object of getting· fa ir prices and we cla·m 

to have accomplished this purpose. 

·--~ ~----~~----~ --~--~--~-- --~ ~---

* 
Headquarters for » 

* 
• • 

FARMERS' CO-OPERATIVE ELEVATOR CO. 
FOWLER, MICH. PHONE 2661 

M.l\rlful 
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OUR TENDER MEATS COOK QUICKER. 

SAVE TIME AND FUEL 

CHOICE GROCERIES 

GEE'S MODERN MARKET 
PHONE 2251 FOWLER, MICH. 

DIETER'S JEWELRY STORE 
DIAMONDS WATCHES SILVERWARE 

F OWLE R 

FOI_JAND OPrriCAL COMPANY 

F OR BET'l'ER VI SION 

MI CHIGAN 

LOUIS F. SNITGEN STORE 
GENERAL CLOTHING 

FOWLER, MICHIGAN 

THE M. L. STURGIS COMPANY 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 

. G:R~IN , SEEPS, BEANS, WOOL . 

FOWLER, MICHIGAN 

PHONE 2171 
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For Highest Market Prices on Poultry, Eggs, 

Hides and Pelts 

SEE OR CALL 

E. GRULER 
PHONE 2541 · FOWLER, MICH. RES. 2671 

FRECHEN'S RESTAURANT & MARKET 

· Lunches, Meats, Groceries, Etc. 

~ 

FRECHEN BROS. 
Fowler, Mich. 

:"-

FOWLER DRUG CO. 
THE REXALL STORE 

Phone N'o. 2291 

Fowler 
Michigan 

MOTZ, SIMON & HUFNAGEL 
ALL JOBS CUSTOM SA WING AND PLANING 

FOWLER 

ALL KINDS OF TIMBER BOUGHT AND SOLD 

TRUCK AND FARM RACKS MADE TO ORDER 

MICHIGAN 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

0. P. DE WITT & SONS 
ST . .JOHNS, MICH. 

DISTRI BUTORS OF 

DEFIANCE, ISBEST AND LIBBY FOODS 

MAXWELL HATCHERY 
1212 North Larch Street 

Lansing 

HATCHING YEAR ROUND B. ROOKS, REDS, ETC. 

COlVIPLI.lVIENTS OF 

WALTER HINK 

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 

• 

Page 167 
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John Platte 
Candies, Bake Goods 

Cigars and Tobaccos - School Supplies 
and Magazines 

WESTPHALIA 

It pleases us to Please YOU 

Our AIM is to Satisfy 

Compliments of 

WAHL'S BARBER SHOP 

Ted Fink, Manager Westphalia, Mich. 

Nearly a century of Service to MANKIND 
And still this STORE S'rANDS beneath the sky 

Times have risen and fallen and fashions drop behind 
This store is still alive and Did NOT Die. 

l\Ia.ny years have passed and yet our stock is young, 
In this faith we sought Mechandise of the Best; 

Thanks to the Public whom with us have clung 
To this Faith and kept Abreast. 

Oh Chequered 'rrain of years Since 1836-(Farewell) 
\";\Tith all thy strifes and hopes and fears, 

Yet with us let thy Memories Dwell, 
Till H eaven calls us in the Coming Years. 

COMPLIMENTS 

J. Arens & Company 
WESTPHALIA, MICH. 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

COVER YOUR FLOORS WITH 

ARMSTRONG'S 
LINOLEUMS and RUGS 

SEE SNITGEN BROS. 
Westphalia 

COMPLIMENTS OF YEAKEY-SCRIPPS CO. 

SIMONS & COOK 

DODGE AND PLYMOUTH SALES AND SERVICE 

WRECKER SERVICE 

Phones 162 - 163 

PEWAMO, MICHIGAN 

Belen's Meat Market 
FRESH AND SALT MEAT'S 

ALSO DEALER IN HIDES, PELTS AND TALLOW 

Page 169 

In Business Since 1895 Westphalia, Mich. 
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1915 

WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

Market your Butter Fat Cooperatively thru an old 

established firm 

Twenty-one years of successful operation 

WESTPHALIA COOPERATIVE 

CREAMERY ASSOCIATION 

Manufacturers of 

Clinton Brand Butter 

1936 

Phone 39F-2 Westphalia, Mich. 

If' in need of Farm Tools and Machinery 

It pays to see 

ANTHONY J. SPITZLEY 
Handling the Famous JOHN DEERE LINE a.nd Repairs 

Westphalia, Mich. 

Legal Reserve Non-Assessable 

Auto-Owners Insurance Company 
615 N . Capitol Ave. - Lansing, Michigan 

NAMED AFTER THOSE IT SERVES, YOUR HOME COMPANY 

Insure Today Delays Are Costly Re.grets Painful 
Always Remember-A Stitch in Time Saves Nine 

JOHN B. SPITZLEY, LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE 
For past 18 years 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

Herman J. Geller 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 

This is a personal organization 

designed to· render friendly 

service. My aim at all times is 

to be helpful in every possible 

way. 

• •• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 
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Telephone 59 Westphalia 

'-'-
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Heatherwood Farms 
MICHIGAN ' S FINEST CREAMERY 

FANCY ICE CREAM 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 2701 E. MICHIGAN AVE. 

___ , 

<!&lb ~pstlantt JSeer 
' MICHIGAN'S FINEST DRAFT BEER 

The Beer that made its way 

By the way it's made 

* * * 
LANSING BRANCH 

110 SO. FAIRVIEW STREET 

Lansing, Michigan Phone 2-7562 

JOHN BENGAL 
20 YEARS FORD DEALER 

STANDARD OIL PRODUCTS 

PHONE 34-F-2 WESTPHALIA, MICH. 
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THE RED AND WHITE STORE 
MEANS QUALITY FIRST 

Owned and Operated by 

Michael E. Pohl, Westphalia, Mich. 

Page 173 

SNITGEN BROTHERS 
Dealers in 

Men's Furnishing·s - Merchant Tailors for International 

Made-to-measure Clothes 

Dry Goods and Notions, Floor Coverings, Groceries, Footwear 

F eaturing : 

Wolverine Shell Horse Hide Work Shoes, 

Wear-U-Well Shoes for the whole family, 

Mary Adams Comfort Shoes for Women. 

Estab lished in 1870--the nan1 c 1-\nitgen has sin ce b een conn er t cd " ·ith 

this store. S i xt~ '·s i x Years of S er vice and P leasant Busin ess 

R ela tion ship in t his community . 

Alfred B. Snitgen 
WESTPHALIA 

Hilary A. Snitgen 
MICHIGAN 

Best Wishes for a Successful Centennial 

Celebration 

ENJOY QUALITY QUAKER FOODS 

LEE & CADY 
Wholesale Grocers 

Lansing, Mich. 
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That Famous Cincinnati Bruck's Beer on 

Draught At 

SCHAFER'S RESTAURANT 
WESTPHALIA 

Where you feel at home 

Meals and Lunches and all kinds of "Bottled 

Beer" are served 

This space donated 

with. Compliments by 

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Martin 

Westphalia 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

TRY TODA Y'S GOEBELS 
AMERIC'A'S BEST TASTING BEER 

CAPITAL CITY CIGAR AND TOBACCO COMPANY 

DISTRIBUTORS 

Lansing Michigan 

Compliments of 

Hi Brau Beer 
On Draught - At the Parish 

A. W. WALSH CO. 

Page 175 

Phone 5-2317 Lansing, Michigan 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

IONIA BOTTLING WORKS 
MANUFACTURERS OF SOFT DRINKS 

IONIA, MICHIGAN 
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C. S. BLANCHARD 
Furniture, Rugs, Linoleums, Crockery, 

Wall Paper, Paints and Oils 

' 

PORTLAND, MICH. 

THE SCHULLER STORE 

LADIES' AND CHILDREN'S 

READY-TO-WEAR 

Established 1906 

PORTLAND, MICHIGAN TELEPHONE 65 

Albert's Restaurant 
PORTLAND, MICH. 

A GOOD PLACE TO COME 

L. C. LEHMAN 
CLOTHING OF STYLE AND QUALITY 

SHOES THAT FIT AND WEAR 

PORTLAND, MICH. 

I 8 3 6 - I 9 3 6 

Portland Co-Operative 
Company 

Dealers in 

Grain, Feeds, Seeds, Fertilizers, Coal, Wire Fence 

PHONE 201 

Portland, Michigan 

ELEVATOR DIVISION- PHONE 201 

Page " 177 

Always in the market for your Grain, Beans and Seed and 

glad to sell you your Feeds, Coal, Salt, F ertiiizer, Twine, Wire 

:B""'ence and Posts ; 

PRODUCE DIVISION - PHONE 179 

Always in the market for your Cream, Eggs or Poultry. 

Builders' Lumber & Supply Company 

LUMBER- BUILDERS' SUPPLIES 

TELEPHONE 67 PORTLAND, MICHIGAN 

CANDY LAND 
Home Made Ice Cream and Candy 

Goods Eats Good Draught Beer 

CANDY LAND PORTLAND, MICH. 



Page 178 WESTPHALIA CENTENNIAL 

WESTPHALIA ..... 
like every other alert community 

WELCOMES such proved 
products as ..... ' • 

LILY WHITE FLOUR 
" 'T'he Flour the Best C oo ~ s Use" 

-and-

ROWENA FEEDS 
Iodized and scientifically blended 

FLOUR EXCHANGED FOR WHEAT 

VALLEY CITY MILLING CO. 
PORTLAND, MICHIGAN 

Portland Elevator Co ~~ 

BEANS 

GRAIN ancl 

LUMBER 

SEEDS WOOL 

BUILDERS' MATERIALS 

* 
Portland, Michigan 

COAL 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

DR. M. B. BELL 
OPTOMETRIC EYESIGHT 

SPECIALIST 
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Grand Ledge Over the Postoffice 

The Fox Elevator ·co. 
LYONS, MICHIGAN 

Dealers in 

GRAIN, BEANS, COAL AND BUILDING MATERIAL 

WOLVERINE FERTILIZER 
A HOME PRODUCT FOR HOME CONSUMPTION 

Sold By 

WESTPHALIA MILLING COMPANY 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

Established 1892 Phone 2-2323 Incorporated 1919 

SILVER LEAD PAINT CO. 
229 N. w·ashington Avenue 

RETAILERS AND JOBBERS OF PAINTS 

WALL PAPER, OILS, BRUSHES 

Contracting Decorators 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 
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Compliments 
of 

SAM'S INC. 
317 N. WASH. AVE. 

LANSING, MICH. 

* 
Central Michigan's largest men's 

and boys ' store wishes th e citi­

zens of W estphalia an abundance 

of health and prosperity. 

"Where Ouality 

is ·Higher 

P 
,, 

Than rice 

AT 

FE.DERAL 
FURNITURE 

402-4 S·o. Washington Ave. 

Lansing·, Mich. 

Open Wednesday and Saturday 

Evenings ' Till 9 0 'Clock 

Ask for 

'with the real hop Flavor 

THE REAL HONEST BEER 
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Capital 

Distributing Company 
LANS,ING, MICHIGAN 

Schlitz 

Frankenmuth 

Silver Foam 

O·ld English Ale 

Your Local 

Livestock Buyer 

and Trader 

JOSEPH J. HANSES 

Westphalia, Michigan Phone 30-F -4 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 

MAPLE CORNERS STORE & SERVICE 
STATION 

Standard Oil Products, Auto Accessories, Groceries, Etc. 

WM. M. HARRIS, Proprietor 

Package Beer and Picnic Lunches 

We extend our congratulations to your 

Parish, upon reaching your one hundredth 

Anniversary. Parishes like individuals, sel~ 

dom reach this ripe old age. 

These congratulations come from one 

OLD TIMER TO ANOTHER, yours for a 

repeating of this anniversary. 

1856 

MICHIGAN'S MOST MODERN MILL SINCE 1856 

Jonathan Hale & Sons 
Ionia, Michigan 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Martha Washington Cafe 
431 W. Main Street Ionia, Mich. 

"YOUR FAVORITE P LACE TO EAT" 
Al ~ Popular Brands of Beer 

Chris. Schrauben, Prop. 

1936 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

SCHAFER'S RESTAURANT 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

A GOOD PLACE TO GO 

A. SCHAFER, PROP. 

ANTHONY PLATTE 
WESTPHALIA, MICHIGAN 

General Automobile Repairing 

Greases All Car Service 

Compliments of 
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Oils 

Westphalia Telephone Co. 

Joseph P latte, Pres. 
Joseph Thelen, Vice Pres. 

George P . Thelen, Sec'y-Treas. 

Isidor Miller, Manager 

Directors: Bernard Pohl, Paul Leik, Bernard Bengel, Arnold 

Simmon. 
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426 Commercial Depositors 

1335 Savings Depositors 

All deposits up to $5000.00 insured by Federal Deposit 
Corporation 

MAYNARD-ALLEN STATE BANK 
Portland; Michigan 

Compliments From 

Dr~ · Ronald B. Elsie 
CHIROPRACTOR 

Office Phone 34-2 House Phone 34-3 

Portland, Michigan 

SIXTY-THREE YEARS 
of merchandising and catering to the public of Portland and 

vicinity is a record of which we are extremely proud 

FROM 1873 TO 1936 
places this business in the ranks of the real pioneers of this 
community. We have made many friends to all of whom we 
ext end a greeting at this time and express the wish that your 
Centennial may be a most joyous one. 

J. A. McCLELLAND & SON 
PORTLAND 

C6ngratulations to the members of St. Mary's 
Parish, Westphalia 

ZERF AS IMPLEMENT CO. 
McCormick - Deering Farm Machinery Farmall Tractors 

Maytag Washers Zenith Radios Mon ~ rch Motor Oil 

Portland Lake Odessa 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 Page . !85 

Portland Review 
The Neighborhood Newspaper 

EXTENDS CONGRATULATIONS 

TO ST. MARY'S PARISH AND WESTPHALIA UPON 

THIS OCCASION 

RED AND WHITE STORE 

FLOYD R. MARTIN 

Meats and Groceries 

Phone 83 
Portland, Michigan 

CONGRATULATIONS SAINT MARY'S 

May yo~ _serve your people and C01llmunity as well for 
the .next one hundred years 

ARTHUR W. BANDFIELD 
Furniture and Undertaking 

Portland, Michigan 
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FORD SALES AND SERVICE 

Always anxious to serve you. 

Joseph B. Walworth 
Portland Phone 22 

PORTLAND OIL CO. 
PORTLAND 

Texaco Gasoline and Oils 

Phone 15 

PORTLAND VULCANIZING WORKS 
PORTLAND 

Firestone Tires and Repairs 

Phone35 

HARTWIG'S MARKET, PORTLAND 

MEATS, GROCERIES, BAKED GOODS 

AND VEGETABLES 

We Deliver Phone 21 

I 8 3 6 -- I 9 3 6 Page 187 

COMPLIMENTS FROM 

Portland - Westphalia 

Hardware Co. 

Hardware 

Wm. M. Spitzley, Prop. 

Heating 

Harnesses 

Plumbing 

PORTLAND - WESTPHALIA, MICH. 

We Appreciate Your Business 

R. W. DAW-DY 
PORTLAND 

Clothing, Shoes and Furnishings 

Quality merchandise at the lowest possible prices 
I 

WE AIM TO PLEASE 

CONGRATULATIONS WESTPHALIA 

ON YOUR ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 

Smith Hardware Co. 
PORTLAND, MICH. 
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One Hundred Years Young 

,., 

Congratulations, Westphalia. The 

courage and foresight of your 

pioneers still lives in your com~ 

munity - carrying on through 

wars and peace; depressions and 

prosperity alike, striving for and 

attaining a wholesome, sturdy 

community in which it must be a 

joy to live and a pleasure to serve. 

We too have served. Fifty years, 

since 1886, building our business 

on the foundation of honest deal~ 

ing, doing our bit to aid the com~ 

munities in which we serve. We 

value your business and solicit your 

patronage. 

* * * 

CHRISTIAN BREISCH CORPORATION 
LANSING DEWITT 

Represented in 

Westphalia by the 

LAINGSBURG 

WESTPHALIA MILLING COMPANY 

I· 
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Compliments of 

HOTEL DEVINE 

PORTLAND, MICH. 

* 
* * 

A Friend 

* * 
* 

SUN THEATRE 

PORTLAND, MICHIGAN 

FIRST RUN PICTURES 

J. GEORGE KOELZER, SR. 
TAILOR 

Ladies' and Gent's Made-to-Order Clothes 

CLEANING AND GENERAL REP AIRING 

2nd Floor Knox Building 

"LET GEORGE DO IT" 

PORTLAND 
MICHIGAN 
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EGAN MOTOR SALES CO. 
G ¢ 

SALES~~ SERVICE 
TBE tJNJVIIIIIUL C4JI 

ST. JOHNS, MICH. 

EMMA ~ LOU PASTRY SHOP 
ST. J OHNS, MICH. 

Special Party Orders 

Everything in Baked Goods 

APPLIANCES APPROVED BY THE 
GOOD HOUSEKEEPING INSTITUTE 
ARE SAFE TO BUY 

ELECTRIC REFRIGERATORS RADIOS ELECTRIC RANGES 

SMALL APPLIANCES ELECTRIC WASHERS AND IRONERS 

STOKERS OIL BURNERS 

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING SHOP 
ST. JOHNS, MICH. PHONE 223 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. MARYS PARISH 

May we continue our pleasant dealings with you in 
GRAIN BEANS SEEDS COAL 

Now we can fill your 
LUMBER NEEDS 

Drop in to see us 

E. C. SMITH ELEVA TOR 
St. Johns Phone 49 

1 8 3 6 -- 1 9 3 6 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

MATTHEWS DAIRY 
ST. JOHNS 

ICE CREAM 

BUTTER DAIRY PRODUCTS 

We are equipped to take care of all your 

Automotive Trouble--Why not see us 

BUICK'S THE BUY 
AT 

SMITHIES BUICK SALES 
ST. JOHNS 
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A. A. A. SERVICE 

PHONE 39 

SUNOCO LICENSED LUBRICATION 

HOUSE-189 GREEN 

FOR GENERAL INSURANCE 

SEE 

SAM CASTEEL, AGENT 

CITIZENS MUTUAL AUTO INSURANCE CO. 

307 N. WHITTMORE ST. ST. JOHNS, MICH. 

PHON E 183 BLUE 

CONGRATULATIONS OF 

CASH AND CARRY ICE STATION 

Five blocks west of Court House on l\1-21 

JOHN WELHUS,EN 

Phone 393 Blue St. Johns, Michigan 
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