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An anniversary prayer for

St. Sylvester Parish

Lord our God, from living stones —
our clergy, religious, and lay faithful
— you have formed the Church of St.
Sylvester into a holy dwelling place,
the Body of Christ, your Son. As we
celebrate the 50th anniversary of our
foundation as a parish, renew and
deepen our communion with Pope
Benedict XVI and the Church
universal. We give you thanks for
inspiring and sustaining our
ancestors in the faith and pray that
we may continue to build on the
foundation we have received from
them. May we bridge the generations
of faith as we hear and proclaim
your Gospel of Life, affirming the
rights and dignity of all people,
especially the most vulnerable.
Through our openness to the never-
failing presence and power of your
Holy Spirit, and together in faith and
service, may our parish be a
sacrament, an effective and living
sign of the coming reign of Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

forever and ever. Amen.
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Those who
have served
St. Sylvester

Fr. Bretz, Deacon Hardwick, Bishop Melczek, Fr. Esper and Fr.
Schwiehofer.

PART TIME AND WEEKEND ASSISTANT
Rev. Arthur Krawczyk D.D. 1959-1960
Rev. Jerome Shanahan 1962-1965

Rev. William Cunningham 1964

Rev. Nathaniel Sonntag, OFM Cap. 1964-
1973

Rev. William Doran 1965-1967

Rev. Leon Olszamowski, S.M 1979-

1982

Fr. Sonntag

Rev. Francis Maguire 1997-1999
Rev. Matthew Kattady
Rev. Robert Keller
Rev. Arnold Messing
Rev. Thaddeus Ozog

DEACONATE YEAR

Rev. Frank Pollie, 1966

Rev. Richard Perfetto, 1965
Rev. Raymond Van Deviere
1965-1966

Rev. James Wiethoff 1966-1967
Rev. Frank Fabian 1967-1968
Rev. Clement Machala, S.M.

Fr. Schulte

PASTORS AND A
Rev. Robert Bretz* 1959-1973

IATE

Rev. Joseph Jacyna 1962-1964

Rev. Dale Melczek 1964-1972

Rev. William Lucken 1966-1969
Rev. Timothy Babcock 1968 -1972
Rev. Nicholas Zacherl 1972

Rev. Arnold Kosco* 1972-1979
Rev. William Dowell 1973-1979
Rev. Leonard Sypinski 1973-1974
Rev. Joseph Hrabousky* 1979-1980
Rev. Frederick Schwiehofer* 1980-1994
Rev. Edward Waters 1980-1982
Rev. Thomas Slowinski 1982-1985
Rev. John Esper 1983-1984

Rev. Victor Roman 1984-1985

Rev. Lawrence Zurawski 1985-1986
Rev. Michael Nardone 1985-1993
Rev. Douglas Bignall 1993-1995
Rev. Stanislaw Obloj 1995-1998
Rev. John Vargas 1998-1999

Rev. Timothy Galos 1999-2004
Rev. Gary Schulte* 1994 —Present
* Denotes Pastor

ICAR IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Walter A. Hurley 1969-1972

ADMINISTRATOR
Rev. Walter Stanievich 1994

SEMINARIANS

James Commyn
William Promesso
John Wynnycky
Pat Connell

Bob Shafer

PERMANENT DEACONS
Rev. Mr. Ralph Hardwick

Rev. Mr. Lawrence Sullivan

Rev. Mr. Dan Darga

Rev. Mr. John Skladanowski

Fr. Babcock

Fr. Lucken

Fr. Nardone

Deacon
Skladanowski
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In 50 years, parishioners holc

———— e - e i

— R — ollowing World War II, Detroit’s population exploded and
’ - people began to migrate to the region’s young suburbs in
” N - . the 1950s. The Archdiocese of Detroit expanded with the
”' people.
The Archdiocese bought the Theut Farm on what is now 12 Mile
Road and Campbell Drive in Warren for $45,740. In June 1959,
this parcel was turned over to the Rev. Robert A. Bretz, who was
assigned to St. Clement Church in Center Line, and the future
parishioners of St. Sylvester Church. There were 506 families in
those early parish boundaries.

On a bright and clear Sunday, July 19, 1959, Fr. Bretz
celebrated two Masses for 662 parishioners at a temporary site,
the auditorium of Frank Rinke Elementary School, now Macomb
Christian Academy. But in order to prepare the auditorium for the
Mass — setting up and taking down chairs, setting up the tempo-
rary altar and other duties — many hands were needed. It was then
that the Ushers Club was formed and continues today. At the first
Sunday of Masses at Rinke School, the Ushers collected from
$471 for the new parish.

Sunday masses continued at Rinke School as the parish
grew in that first year. In October, the first parish bulletin, the St.Sylvester Weekly, was published. It was a one-page bulletin
with parish notes and announcements on one side and the parish boundary printed on the back.

Also in the fall of 1959, a local builder allowed Fr. Bretz
to use a home on Aline Drive as a temporary rectory. While Sun-
day Mass was held at Rinke School, daily Mass was celebrated in
the basement of the temporary rectory.

In those early days, the church needed many things and
they were donated by the parishioners and local businesses — a
chalice, vestments, a temporary altar and tabernacle, chairs used
at Mass, flowers and statues of saints.

To raise funds to build a church, the burgeoning parish
held two fundraisers, the Get Acquainted Parish Dance and the
Property Fund Drawing. Both were a success. The goal from the
drawing was to raise $10,000 and the parish exceeded its goal by
raising $10,064, a large sum of money in the late 1950s. The Par-
ish Dance continued as an annual affair for years.

The Christian Mothers Altar Society was formed in Aug.

1959 and was affiliated with the Confraternity of Christian Moth- ;

ers. They took care of altar linens and flowers. They also had a s SR

sick and vigil committee, sponsored card parties, fashion shows,
festivals, bake sales, candy sales, rummage sales and held the an-
nual Mother and Daughter Breakfast.

It was in Oct. 1959 that the Holy Name Men’s Club was formed. The club took on the job of caring for many of the
needs that arose from a growing new parish. Through the years, they sponsored things like men’s and youth baseball leagues,
altar boy outings, the annual Father and Son Breakfast, athletic and playground equipment for the school, retreats and cared for
the Christmas Nativity.

The sun was out on Nov. 15, 1959, when enthusiastic parishioners gathered at noon for the groundbreaking ceremony
for a temporary church, now called the Fr. Bretz Center. Fr. Bretz was the
first to plunge the chrome shovel into the dirt. The Rev. Arthur Krawc-
zyk was also there. Fr. Krawczyk, who helped build St. Martin de Porres
Church in Warren and later became a bishop, was a weekend assistant at
St. Sylvester in 1959-1960.

A church dedication ceremony was held in the temporary church on
Aug. 20, 1960. Archbishop John Dearden, the Primate of Archdiocese of
Detroit, celebrated the dedication Mass along with Frs. Bretz and Kraw-
czyk. Parishioners built the altar in the new church, along with the main
altar platform. Eventually, a rectory was built along 12 Mile Road.

Within the first year, the parish’s St. Vincent DePaul Society was

- formed to help with works of charity within the parish. They distributed
The first Choir. food, dispersed Catholic literature and held annual clothing drives.

)

Parishioners prep the pews for their new church.

The first Holy Name Men’s Club.
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Altar boys pray on Holy Thursday 1969. Fr. Bretz watches the construction of the school.

i




‘uoydadrau

Kavsaaaruuy yigz ay3 3o DIVULID[ JUIDLIOT ‘uondadau Livsiaauuy yigz ayy v siouonysiavd (puisrio ayy fo auiog
Ynm ysnv) v svy 100Yy2§ 421524)4§ 15 Jo _ -

pdiourd 1s.0f ayp ‘JO C1opy saouvay 4§ . ih 1 2 g =

it

s
o T
b

*SSDJY KuDSdd41uUY YIG7 Y]
D Spau $10323] 2y Jo au()




St. Sylvester Church
in recent years

R

Pick a winner...

i

Dorothy Opalewski enjoys the annual corn roast.
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Anniversary Commitloe

»-

Darin Lenha
Nancie




