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Centennial Celebration
1892 — 1992

Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish

Sunday, November 1, 1992




5T. MARY'S VISITATION CHURCH
1911

Reverend Joseph Dudkiewicz, Pastor



DEDICATION

It is said that any journey undertaken begins with the first step. Qur
farefathers took that first step on a journey of [aith in 1892, when St.
Mary's Visitation Parish was established.

The hard work, sacrifices, and dedication of these sclfless people dur-
ing difficult times, and their children in succecding years, have given
us a parish community which is a source of inspiration and pride today.
Our magnificent church, school, and all of the parish properties are
the fullillment of a commitment our people made to acknowledge the
importance of God in our community.

This book is dedicated Lo all of our predecessors: the clergy and religlous
who guided them, and the bold men, women and children, whose love
of God and trust in His help, dared to pursue a journey ol faith that
has left a legacy Lo be cherished by us today and by generations to come.




Mass of Thanksgiving
Feast of All Saints

Principal Celebrani
His Excellency, The Most Reverend James €. Timlin, DD,
Bishop of Scranton

Concelebrants
Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski, Pastor
Reverend Patrick Albert, Parochial Vicar
Reverend Stefan Krawontka, Parochial Vicar
Reverend Juan San Sebastian, Weekend Assistant
Eeverend James Mielechowski, O.M.C.
Reverend Thomas Zalewski, O. Carm.

Homilist
Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski, Pasror

Master of Ceremonies
Monsignor Neil T, Van Loon, Chancellor

Lectors
Marion Badvrka
James |. Kisel

Servers
Brian Gabhle — John Luchansky
Matthew Horvath — John Salva
James Kanton — Joseph Salva

Director of Music and Organist
l.orraine Kowrach Hutchens, A A GO,
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3339 MASSACHUSETTS AVEMLUE, MW,
WASHIMNGTOM, DL C 20008.368B7

APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE

UUNITED STATES OF AMERICA
September 23, 18%2

Dear Monsignor Piorkowski:

On the happy occasion of the 100th anniversary of the
establishment of Visitation o©of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in
Dickson City, Pennsylvania, it is my distinct privilege to convey to
the entire parish community the heartfelt congratulations and
prayerful good wishes of His Holiness Pope John Paul II.

It is the hope of the Holy Father that this celebration will
awaken in the faithful of the parish a renewed consciousness of their
Christian dignity and mission, arising from their love for Christ and
His Church. Az baptized and confirmed Catholics, they have been
called to build up the Kingdom of God by deepening their own interior
lives, by rendering generous service to those in spiritual or
material need, and by giving authentic witness to the truth of the
gospel.

With particular fervor, the Holy Father recommends that this
parish jubilee be a time of recommitment to Catholic education for
the young, and that it prompt the youth of the community to consider
a vocation to the priesthood or religious life.

His Holiness desires to unite with the entire parish family in
thanking God for the blessings of the past one hundred years, while
entrusting the future into the loving hands of Mary, Mother of the
Church.

Az a sign of his spiritual esteem and sclidarity, Pope John
Paul II imparts to all the parish his Apostolic Blessing, granted
through the intercession of Mary Immaculate. To the sentiments of
the loly Father, allow me to add my own regards.

Sincerely in Christ,

74, b i é
A O L e
Archbishop Agostino Cacciawillan
Apostolic Pro-Nuncio

Reverend Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski, Pastor
100th Anniversary of Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
Dickson City, Pennsylvania






Ctice of the Cardinal
222 M. 171k Street

Fhiladelphia, PA 1510317499

Soptember 25, 1992

Reverend Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Saint Mary's Sguare

P.O. Box 9038

Dickson City, PR 18519

Dear Monsignor Picrkowski:

On the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Visitation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish, I wish to extend to you and your
parishioners my sincere congratulations and best wishes,

The observance of this milestone in the life of your Parish
Community provides you with a fitting occasion to give thanks and
praise to Cod for the many blessings He has bestowed upon you.
Throughout the years the people of Visitation of the Blessed Virgin
lary Parish have experienced the love and saving grace of the Lord.
I jein you in giving praise and thanks to God for all His goodness
to your Parish.

I am grateful for the way the people of your Parish hawve
continually responded to God over these past 100 years. They have
been falithful and genercus members of the Church and have witnessed
to ¢christ and the Church by the example of their lives. Permit me
to borrow the weords of Saint Paul who wrote to the Philippians, "I
give thanks to my God every time I think of you."™ (Phil. 1:3)

As you celebrate your 100th Anniversary, please be assured
that you and your people have a special remembrance in my prayers.
May Lthe [Lord bless all the membors of Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish with renewed faith, hope and love.

With prayverful best wishes, T remain







Diocese of Scranton
B Wryoming Avenue
Seranton, Pennsylvania 18203-1275

November 1, 1992

Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Saint Mary's Square

Dickson City, Pennsylvania 18519

Dear Monsignor Piorkowski,

On the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Founding of
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson City,
Pennsylvania, | am pleased to extend to you and your parishioners
my sincere congratulations and best wishes.

In the New Testament, we read: "Where your treasure is, there
will your heart also be." Luke 12, 32. The Polish immigrants
considered their Catholic faith as their greatest treasure. Determined
to preserve this heritage, each generation has sacrificed to support a
magnificent church, as well as a rectory, school and convent. God
has richly rewarded the parishioners during the past century and
your congregation is one of the largest and most active in the Diocese
of Scranton.

In Dickson City, evangelization is a priority and Visitation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish is recognized as a Welcoming Church.
You and your faith community share the Eucharistic Liturgy, personal
prayer, time, talents and resources to manifest the Gospel values and
to preclaim the "Good Mews" of your Catholic Faith.

A Centennial Celebration is a time for reminiscing; it is a time
to remember the priests, Sisters and parishioners who have contributed
generously to the proud history and continuous growth of the parish.
It is also @ moment to rejoice in ten decades of a cherished covenant
with God, as well as an opportunity to plan for the national and global
concerns of the new millennium.

Asking God's blessings on you as a parish family while assuring
yvou of my prayers, | am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend James C. Timlin, D.D.
Bishop of Scranton
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(Mfice of the Vicar (Feneral October 27, 1982

Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski, Pastor
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Saint Mary's Square

Dickson City, Pennsylvania 18519

Dear Monsignor Piorkowski,

May 1 take this opportunity to send to you and to the good
people of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church my
heartfelt congratulations as you celebrate that church's centennial
year, a wonderful cccasion for the pastor. assistant pastors, religious
and parishioners alike.

The impressive church in Dickson City and its surrounding parish
structures are a living tribute to your forebears who worked so hard
and sacrificed so much to establish a church community in a new land
where they could worship their God in a familial setting. They brought
with them time-honored customs many of which. 1 know, are still ohserved
today in your traditional ceremonies. It is to your credit that their
efforts are not lost with the passage of time but, rather, are being
enhanced. Remember them in your prayers. together with the priests and
religious who served in your parish during the past one hundred years.

In today's world with its many challenges and diverse problems.
a strong church family is vital to the well-being of all. [ commend
you far keeping sacred those values instilled in you by yvour parents
and grandparéents. My prayer is that you will always remain faithful to
God and His Church, and that you will continue to cherish the precious
heritage so lovingly handed down to you by past generations.

May the Blessed Virgin Mary. our heavenly mother and your
patroness. protect and keep you in her tender care as together you
strive to gain the promises of her Son, Qur 3aviour, Jesus Christ.

Again with cangratulations and personal best wishes, I remain,

Sincerely yours in Qur Lord,

*MMXQ{W

Most Reverend Francis X. DiLorenzo, D.D., V.G.
Auxiliary Bishop of Scranton






S00 Wyoming Avenue
Scranton, Pennsyvlvaria 18508
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iﬂ:.:;m_*t_nu?u'unmuﬁ October g, 1992

Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski

Pastor

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Dickson City, Pennsylvania

Dear Monsignor Piorkowski,

Knowing that your parish will celebrate its hundredih anniversary
on November 1st next, 1 wish to offer you, your Assistants and your people
my congratulations and best wishes as you mark this important milestone.

In successive generations, the priests and parishioners of your
parish have made many sacrifices in order to give God the glory that is
due Him and owver the past ten decades have faithfully fulfilled their
religious duties in such a way as to be a good example to others. As a
result, God has blessed the parish and it has prospered.

The centennial celebration brings back many memories of past
graces and spiritual favors bestowed by Almighty God through the parish
church. Hence it is a time for deep joy and gratitude. In the years that
ie ahead, may your parish continue to be a center where all are inspired
to greater love and devotion to Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

With every good wish and sentiments of esteem, 1 am,

Sincerely yours in Christ,
% : (::::*" § Ao ELHE f}’ 2 ff_{”r aray-fm:_*A‘_

" Most Reverend J. Carroll MeCormick, D.D.
Former Bishop of Scranton






THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 15, 1992

Barbara and I are delighted to send greetings
to all those who are celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the Church of the Vvisitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Dickson City.
Congratulations on this milestone.

We can all rejoice in what your house of worship
has meant to its members. A place of prayer,
fellowship, reflection, and renewal, it has also
been the focal point for many acts of generosity
and service to others. Indeed, because the faith
and values nurtured within its walls are the
foundation of strong families and communities,
your Church has been a source of strength for

our entire country.

You have our best wishes for a joyous celebration.






Gouernor's Office

GREETINGS:

I am pleased fo send warmes{ regards lo the congregation of
the Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary as you
gather to celebrate yowr 100th anniversary.

The spiritucl health of FPennsvivania relies on the strength
and sance of community fourid in its places of worship. The
church offers n Joundalion upon which pecple can build their
lives.

For the past century, your church has helped those in
nezd, cared for the elderly, educated children and assisted those
struggling to find iheir goals, The Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Church has been a strong part of the Dickson City
community and an important part of countless tives.

As you celebrate this very special and historic milestrne, I
extend besi wishes to you all. May you enjoyv econtinued spiritual
growth ond strength.

Robert P. Casey
Governor
November 1, 1882
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November 1, 19292

Dear Monsignor Pigrkowski & Parishioners of St. Mary's,

I am honored to recognize St. Mary's Visitation Church on
this, our 100 year anniversary and a century of spiritual
presence to the individuals of Dickson City. The spirit of this
church has been present throughout this community since wo were
first known as Priceburg and has ignited our spiritual and moral
development throughout the years. St. Mary's has been our
spiritual family by educating our children, uniting our couples,
consoling our weary and comforting us in life and death. All this
has been done with the intent of bringing us closer to our
Savior, Jesus Christ.

Though the architecture of the bullding itself is
magnificent, the spirit and generosity of the individuals who make
up the church is extracrdinary. The dual steeples of the physieal
structure can be seen for miles, but more importantly, the
spiritual structure has acted as a landmark for our souls. As the
citizens of this community lock toward a now century, we will be
faced with a changing world with many moral and complex issues.

A= 1n the past 100 yecars, we can be assured that St. Mary's
Visitation Church will be here to help guide us in the pursuit of
our altimate goal...union with our God.

May God Bless all of you.

Sincerely, 4£;;:i;&Lﬂ¢&4£AJ
,S.’.};:/mﬁ/ﬁ : F

Vincent P. Wiercinski
Mavor
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REVEREND BRUNO GRAMLEWICZ

Rev. Bruno Gramlewicz was pastor of St. Stanislaus Parish in Nan-
ticoke, Pa. and traveled to the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Parish twice cach month to service approximately 40 tamilies until 1892,

REVERENID BRONISLAUS IWANOWSKI

Eev. Bronislaus Iwanowski became Lthe first resident pastor of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish on July 4, 1892, He re-
mained in this parish until 1899, Fr. Twanowski is credited with com-
pleting the intetior of the first parish church.



Reverend Joseph Dudkiewicz
Pastor of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
1899 - 1917



REVEREND JOSEPH DUDKIEWICZ
Born: 1852 in Kielce, Poland
Elemeniary Education: Kielce Local Schools

College and Seminary Education: Kiclce University, University of
[nnsbruck

Ordained to the Holy Priestheod: July 13, 1873

Pastorates: Kiclee Parish — Kielce, Poland 1873-1896

Holy Trinity — MNanticoke, Pa. 1896-1899

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson City, Pa.

1899-1917

Died: Feburary 17, 1917



Very Reverend Monsignor Stanislaus E. Szpotanski
Pastor — 1917 - 1943



VERY REY. MSGR. STANISLAUS E. SZPOTANSKI
Born: Nov. 1, 1873 in Blossburg, Pa.
Parents: Martin and Michaeline Szpotanski
Elementary Education: Blossburg Public School

College and Seminary Education: Holy Ghost College, Dusquesne
University, St. Vincent's Seminary-Beatly, Pa.

Ordained (o the Holy Priesthood: Oct. 23, 1897 by The Most Reverend
Bishop Michael 1. Hoban, D.D,

Assisiant Pastor: Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church —
Dickson City, Pa. 1897

Pastorates: St. John the Baptst—Anirim, Pa. 1897

st Joseph’s—Hudson, Pa. 1898

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Marv—Dickson City, Pa. 1917-1943
Elevaled to the Rank of Papal Chamberlain: I'eb. 21, 1930

Iied: March 10, 1943



Reverend Francis Xavier Dominiak
Pasior — 943 - [957



REVEREND FRANCIS XAVIER DOMINIAK
Born: November 11, 1892, Scranton, Pa.
Parents: Francis X. Dominiak and Mary Cholewszczynska
Elementary Education: Scranton Local Schools
Iligh School Education: 5. Stanislaus High School, Chicago, linois

College and Seminary Education: 5t. Bonaventure College, Si.
Bonaventure, MY,
St. Bernard's Seminary, Rochester, N.Y,

Ordained to the Holy Priesthood: Dec. 21, 1916 by The Most Reverend
Bishop Michael ). Hoban, D.D.

Assistani Pastor: Nativity of OQur Blessed Mother, Plvmouth, Pa. 1916
Administrator of Holy Cross, Buttonwood, Pa. 1216

Chaplain in the Polish Army, 1916-1918

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson City, Pa. 1918

Pastorates: St. Stanislaus, Austin Heights, Pa. 1919-1922

Ogdensburg Diocese, 1922-1925

St. Mary's, Blossburg, Pa. 1925-1927

Transficuration, West Hazleton, Pa. 1927-10943

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson Cily, Pa.
1943-1957

Died: Sept. 1, 1957
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Right Reverend Monsignor Peter P. N
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Pastor — U35



RIGHT REVEREND MONSIGNOR PETER P'. NIEBRZYDOWSKI
Born: June 7, 1896, Forest City, Pa.

Parents: Matthew Niebreydowski and Victoria Skrocki

Elementary Education: Forest City Public School

High School Education: St. Stanislaus, Chicago, Hlinois

St. Joseph's Seminary, Dunwoodie, N.Y,

51. Bonaventure Seminary, 51, Bonaventure, N.Y,

Ordanied to the Holy Priesthood: Nov. 6, 1921 by The Most Reverend
Michael J. Hoban, DD,

Assistant Pastor: Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Dickson City,
Pa., Dec. 1, 1921 Aug. 9, 1924

Pastorates: 51, Stanislaus Church, Jessup, Pa. 1924-1926

Holy Rosary Church, Duryea, Pa, 1926-1957

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson City, Pa.
19571963

Elevated to the Rank of Domestic Prelate: June 3, 1960

Died: December 31, 1965




Right Reverend Monsignor Clarence J. Sikorski
Pastor — 1966 - 1982



S i e e S

RIGHT RE¥YEREND MONSIGNOR CLARENCE J. SIKORSKI
Born: May |1, 1907, Scranton, Pa.
Parents: Joseph Sikorski and Elizabeth Gnabaszewski
Elemetary Education: Scranton Public Schools
High School Education: Scranton Technical High School

College and Seminary Education: 51, Michael's College, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada
51, Bernard's Semunary, Rochester, N.Y.

Ordained to the Holy Priesihood:
June &, 1936 by The Most Reverend Bishop Thomas C. O'Reilly, D.D.

Assistant Pastor: Sacred Heart Church, Dupont, Pa. 1936

Malternily of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 1942

Assistant Director of the Tormer 50, Stanislaus Institute, Nanticoke,
Pa. 1944

Administrator Holy Child Prish, Nanticoke, Pa. 1944

Admimsirator Cur Lady Help of Christians, Dorrance, Pa. 1944

Administrator Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, Forest City, Pa, 1943

Pastorates: Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Lake Silkworth, Pa.
1946-1957

Holy Rosary Church, Duryea, Pa. [957-1966

Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson City, Pa.
1966-1982

Elevated to the Rank of Prelate of Honor: May 14, 1968

Retired: Pasior Emeritus, June 22, 1982

Died: October 11, 1986



Right Reverend Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski
Pastor — June 1952



Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski was born in Forest City, Peon-
sylvania on August 2, 1923 o Anthony and Josephine Franckiewicz
Piorkowski. His education began in the Forest City Elementary and 1ligh
Schools where he graduated in 1941, For three vears, he held joby in a
local garment factory and silk mall. On June 28, 1944, Monsignor
Piorkowski entered St, Mary's College in Orchard Lake, Michigan from
which he received a B.A. in Philosophy “magna cum laude™. In June
1947, he entered 58, Cyril and Methodius Senminary, Orchard Lake,
Michigan and alter completing his Theological Studies, was ordained tor
the Diocese of Scranton on May 19, 1951 by the late Bishop William J.
Hafey.

His carly assignments were to Lackawaxen Missions in Shohola, assis-
tant pastor of S5t, Philomena’s Parish (Queen of Peace) in Hawley and
later to St. Francis Cabrini in Carverton, In January 1953, Monsignor
wias assigoed assistanl pastor 10 the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary
Parish, Scranton. In March of that year, he was appointed administrator
of St Anthony™s Pansh in Throop lor two weeks, returning to serve his
[ormer parish antil June 1958, At that time he was appointed Registrar
of the Orchard Lake Schools and also taught Latin in St. Mary's Col-
lege. While holding both positions, he attended the Universily ol Michigan
in Ann Arbor and obtained a Master’s Degree in Classical Studies on
January 30, 1960, In June 1960, he was appointed Principal of St Mary's
Preparalory School while continuing the position ol Registrar ol the Or-
chard Lake School. Since his cognate at the University of Michigan was
Greek, Monsignor also taught both Latin and Greek in the College Depart-
ment, He continued his studies at the University of Michigan and receiv
cd a Master’s Degree in Educational Administration with a cognate in
Guidance and Counselinge on June 8, 1963, Monsizgnor Piorkowski was
relieved of his position as Registrar but continued teaching at the Col-
lege Department. In June of 1972 he was appointed Principal-Dean of
5t. Mary’s Preparatory School. e continued his studies in theology a
55, Cyril and Methodivs Seminary and received a Masier of Divinity
Depree.

Returning to the Diocese of Scranton, Monsignor was next assigned
in September 1973 as Pastor of All Saints Parish in Dunmore by Bishop
1. Carroll McCormick. One year later, in September 1976, he was ap-
pointed Pro-Synodal Judge of the Diocesan Tribunal, Monsignor was
next assigned in January 1977 as Pastor ol the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish in Plvinouth and was instrumental in renovating both
the church and rectory. At the same time, he also served as Chaplain
ol the Polish American Congress in Luzerne County.

In September 1978, he was named Prelate of Honor by His Holiness,
the late Pope John Paul 1, through the kindness of His Fxcellency, Bishop
1. Carroll MeCormick.

I'he Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parnsh in Dickson City
welcomed Monsignor Plorkowski as their new Pastor in June of 1982,
While Pastor here, he also served as o member of the Diocesan Board
ol Consultors and the Council of Priests. During his years in this Parish,
Mansignor hias played a vital role in shepherding the parishioners and
through his leadership, the Parish continues to thrive. His most recent
projects include extensive renovations to the parish rectory, convent, and
school, Most impressive 1o date is the major renovation of the church
for the 100th Anniversary of the founding of the Parish which ook place
Movember 1, 1992,



REYEREND PATRICK ALBERT
Boarn: Scranton, Pa., April 27, 1953
Parents; rancis Albert and the ldie Anne T, Cibhons

Elementary Education: Woodrow Wilkon School,
Scranton, Pa.
South Scranton Junior High School, Scrantan, Pa,

High School Education: Scranton Technical High School,
Scranton, Pa.

College and Seminary Fducation:
University of Scranton, Scranton, Pa. 1988
1. Pios X Scminary, Thalton, *a, 1988
Mary lmmaculate Seminary, Worthampron, Ta. 154
Immaculate Conceplion Seminary, South Orange, NI
1992

Ordained to the Holy Pricsthood: June 27, 1992 by (he Moy
Reverend Bishop James €, Timlin, 1.1, in
Scranton, Pa.

Assistanl Pastor:
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church,
Dickson Citv, Pa. Tuly 7, 1992

REVEREND STEFAN KEAWONTEA

Born: Lapsze, Poland, hMarch 27, 1950
Parents: John Krawontka and Julia Mowobilski
Elementary Education: Zakopane Schools, Poland

High School Education: Zakopane Schools, Zakopane,
Polanid

College and Seminary Fducation: Papal Fuculty af
Mheoloey, University of Krakow, 19711977
Seminary of Krakow, Krakow, Paland

Ordained to the [oly Priesthood: hMay 22, 1977 hy
Faral Cardinal Woityla, in Krakow, Poland

Assistant Pastor: S0, Lawrence, Regnlice, Poland
6, Adalbert, Jaworeno, Poland
St Micholas, Chrzanow, Poland
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church, Dickson
Cirw, Pa. July 9, 1990

REVEREMD JUAN S5AN SEBASTIAN AYERZA
Weekend Assistant
Born: Apeil 5, 1927 in Villabona, Fuskadi
Oriduined: July 30, 1936 by Cardinal Sin in the Bastlica of Tovola, Fuskad:
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TRIBUTE

Spivits of Hlustrious men and women walk in an endless procession of
time having their contributions to mankind praised, probed, and studied
tor the ends of the earth! Poets for their reticent verses, scientists for
their mind-bogeling discoverics and presidents, leaders ol countries,
l'or their economic and peacernaking efforts are but a few. Add o these
the discoverers, artists, authors, doctors, lawvers and builders of dreams.
We extol workers, Families and the tillers of the land for their produc-
tivity, their togetherness and their abundant supplies of greenery.
I'here is one whose words are more reticent and more powerful than
those of a poct or president because his words can bless, absolve, com-
fort, anoint and bring the Son of God (o the garth evervday. He s a
discoverer of God's image in every person, an artist thal can mold spirits
and minds for good, a doctor that can cure the soul and a lawyer in-
lerceding belore the throne of Gaod for all those he serves,

A builder of dreams is he, in wanting the houwse of his God o be the
best. . sturdy and radiant with beauty. He champions the cause of faith
with conviction, vigorously glorilics the importance of compassion For
the unborn, the voung and the aged and tenderly fosters devotion (o
his heavenly Maother.

I'his man may carry within the deep reecsses of his mind and heart the
buees, the eriticisms, the unkindnesses and the disrespect he has felt
and prays that he may not be affected by them. . .that he can make
decisions, that are nol always popular, because he knows they are right.
Appreciation for fricndliness and kindness shown him, comes casily
as does his fidelity 1o 1the troubled, poor and oppressed.

his is but a partial portrait of one who sces things with his heart, This
I8 a portrail ol 4 priest. - a4 pastor. .o porlrail of Monsignor Stanley
W, Plorkowski. Thank vou Tor being all of these things and a friend
Lo all as o well. . .



Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

CANDIDATE FOR THE PRIESTHOOD

PRIESTHOOD VOCATIONS
From Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish

Michae! Hricko, 5.1.
Jettrey Paulish

loseph Tylenda, S.J.

James T, Stachacz

Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
§r,
g
]

B,
=r.
Sr.
ST,
ST,
Sr.
Sr.
sr.
ar.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.
Sr.

Sr.

James Mielechowski, O.I'.M.C.
Mareel Sokalski, O.F.M.C.

Thomas Zaleski, Carmelite Order

DECEASED

Rev., Anthony Drogowski
Rev. Stanislaus Kolucki
Rev. John Lipinski

Rev. Clarence Stankicwicz

BERNARDINE SISTERS VOCATIONS
from Dickson City, Pa.

. M. Andreca (Michalceyk)
M. Annelle (Babinski)
M. Armella (Bakinowski)
M. Aurelian (Zebrowski)
W, Celesting (Zebro)

M. Emeriatian (Bednarz)
M. Immaculata  (Gurtatowski)

Sr. M. Liberata Kukulka)
ar. M. Manuelita {Jankowski)
Sr. M. Rose Lllen {Dzwiclewskl)

aSr. M. Sulpicia {(Nowakowski)
Sr. M. Svmphorian  (Ostrowski)
Sr. M. Tolentine {Kuczynski)

DECEASED BERNARDINES

M. Alfreda (Szymanski)
M. Angelica (Srebro)

M. Asteria {Safinowskl)
M. Berard (Zebrowski)
M. Blanche {Kowalski)
M. Duleine (Andruszewska)
M. Florence (Bednarski)
M. Frederick {(Harvin)

M. Gervase (Bucinski)
M. Gratian {(Januszewski)
M. Gregory (Srebro)

M. Imelda (Niemiec)

M. Laurine (Mruk)

KUNEGUNDA ORDER
M. Purissima (Babinski)

FELICIAN ORDER
. M. Hiltrudis (Walko)
-. M. Jolanta (Bartkowski)

- M. Wiladzimiera (Rolka)-deceased

5r. M. Leonard {Milun)

Sr. M. lLiborid (Stawicki)
Sr. M. Lucille (Kukulka)
Sr. M. lLydia (Jezierski)
Sr. M. Mansuetta (Kuczynski)
Sr. M. Mariella {Romanczyk)
Sr. M. Maximilia (Rzepecki)
Sr. M. Monica (Brewinski)
Sr. M. Nepomucene (Gieda)

Sr. M. Otilia (Rutkowski)
Sr. M. Petronia {Barszczewski)
Sr. M. Stefanilla {Aponski)
Sr. M. Sylvia {(Kruszynski)

Smor

HOLY GHOST ORDER
S, M. Lorelta (Michalczvk)
Sr. M. Philomena (Michalczyk)

JOSE



STATISTICS
Yisitation of Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
1892 — 1992

BAPTISMS: 11,502
CONFIRMATIONS: 11,708
WEDDINGS: 2895
BURIALS: 5,760

First recorded baptisms in the parish were in January 1892;
Stanley Bagnik of Peckville and Helen Bulnik of Evnon

First recorded marriage in the parish was in 1892:
Constantin Modzielewski and Emilia Dyczewski

Newest members of Visitation of Blessed Virgin Mary Parish as of November 1, 1992

FELICIA REESAEWSKL WITH LA MAKIE YEND WITH

PARES IS MOSETTE AND MARK THONMNA ANTY ANTHONY
AND MSGR. STANLEY PHIRKIWSKI AND HEY, PATRICK ALBERT

Among the oldest living members of Visitation of the Blessed Mary Parish as of November 1, 1992 are:
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Oldest Living Members (Continued)
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The Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish has been
altered with the passage
of time . . .

Step by Step . . . it began
with a deed
for land in 1890

Built with bare hands,
a humble structure in 1890 . . .

fo a
magnificent edifice
in 1911
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the ;ourney af Jaith
began in Poland, spanned the Atlantic, extended
into Northeastern Pennsylvania and . ;
THE HISTORY OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIR GIN MARY

PARISH b,
t g

In the late 1800°s, tens of thousands of immigranis
Hucked 1o the shores of the United States. Misled
and enticed by over oplumistic newspaper adver-
sements  distributed  throughout Burope by
wiscrupulows Factory and mine owners, scores of
anxious people crossed Lhe Atlantic, hoping to at-
lzin fame and fortune. Political unrest and religious
inrolerance were among the motives thal prompied
these people to seek refuge in a new land.
[mmigrants came [rom almost every corner of
Furope. . . Jfrom every walk of lile, and seitled in
all parts of the United States. Some, coming from
Poland, found their way to the small village of
Priccburg in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

[T lure and enticement in the Scranton area was
m the work that was readily available in the an-
faracite coal lields. Therelore the region became
salurated with cheap Furopean labor.

Handicapped by the inabilily to speak and unders-
larel the English language, the people were ofien
exploited and were given menial tasks to perform
m the mines, These jobs involved lomg hours and
hard work which were dangerous and dirty. They
faced epidemics and mine disasiers. Yel, they were
abie to sustain themselves by their ethnic pride and
their degp faith in God and His Blessed Mother.
For these Poles, the fulfillment of their religious
ohligations was a very dynamic and motivating fac-
ter, They lirst walked to a church in North Scran-
wn and later to Holy Ghost Church in Olyphant
1o [ulfill their Sunday and Holy Dayv obhigations,

which to them was a matter of grave concern.
Despite many adversities, the need [or having a
church became their priority, No obstacle would
stand in their way. Once these God-learing people
decided they needed to build a church, that's ex-
actly what they did. With the help and advice of
Father Hlebik of Holy Ghost and Falher Snigorski
of The Sacred Hearls of Jesus and Mary Parish i
South Scranton, they embarked on their divine
mission.

The future parishioners of St. Mary’s church literal-
Iy built thear house ol worship with their bare hands.
This they did in their “spare time". . . .often after
a1 long shill in the mmines. Barely stopping [or a gquick
cup of coffee, the miners would proceed to the
building site, and would work until they were
restricted by the oncoming darkness.,

In 1890, they purchused three parcels of land with
lot numbers ninetcen, twenty and twentv-one from
El K., Price, Jr., et al conveved to Right Reverend
William (Y'Hara, Bishop of Scranton, in trusl for
St. Joseph’s Polish Congregation of Pricebure,
which was later changed to the Polish Roman
Cathole Congregation ol the Blessed Viegin Mary
in 1922, tor the sum of $400.00. These parcels of
land, fronting on Carmalt Street, were cach fifty
feet in front and one hundred eighty feet in depth
according (o a plan or map entitled Moore’s map
of Priccburg, Pennsylvania. They then cleared an
area of stumpy and stones with dynamite that was
donated by one of the mine owners. The founda-
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on work was supervised by two professional
masons, Jan Gierulski and Roman Matuszewski.
Mothing was wasted, for the rocks, that were on
the building site, were used to remforce the
foumdation.

The resull of their sweat, tears, hard work and
sacrilice, was a church that sealed 200 people, cost
$4.000.00, and stood at the sight of the present rec-
lory parage on Carmalt Street. 1 was capped off
with a large majestic steeple, and had a basement
which scrved as the first elementary school. Jan
Soboniewski became the lirst sexton of this new
building. These immigrants would spare no pain,
no effort nor what little money they had Lo secure
a religious education to guide their children. They
also intended to retain their rich Polish heritage. In
this early beginning, the school had but three
teachers.

Father Brune Gramlewicz, pastar of St. Stanislaus
Parish in Manticoke, traveled w Priceburg twice a
month {o satisfy the needs of approximately torty
Tamilies,

On July 4, 1890, the first church was consecrated
by Bishop William ' Hara. One can only speculate
that the special love and devotion that Polish peo-
ple carried n their hearts (or the Blessed Virgin
Marv and the Fact that ther chiurch was consecrated
closg 1 the feast ol the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary reflected itsell in the name chosen for
the new church.

Father Bronislaus Iwanowski became the first resi-
dent pastor of St Mary’s on July 4, 1892 and resid-
e with the Thomas Krajnik tamily on the Carbon-
dale Plank Road and Turnpike, today’s Main Streel.
The brother of Father Iwanowski, Constanty, a pro

fessional sculptor and earpenter, sculpted the altars
inthe church. A small bell, with a diameter of twen-
tv one mches and weighing one hundred seventy five
pounds, donated by Vincenl Smarowski, a recrea-
tion hall owner, was placed in the large steeple of
the structure.

[t was in the year 1899 that Father Joseph
Dudkiewicz, coming from Holy Trinity Church in
Manticoke, became pastor of St Mary's. He under-
dond the plight ol his parishioners because he
[imself came from Kielce, Poland in 1896, During
this time, the influx of immigrants continued and
be parish grew. Both pastor and panshioners realiz-
gl that the church was becoming inadequatc and
the idea of building a new edifice was planted like
i soed that began growing. In the meantime, an ad-
dinomal $4,000.00 was spent to beautify the existing
church. In 1903, three additional bells were purchas-
=l from the MeShane Bell Foundry in Baltimore,
Maryland, The largest bell weighed 1500 pounds,

had a diameter of 41 inches and was named Maria,
This bell had to be recast January 1, 1939. The se-
cond bell weighed 750 pounds, had a diameter of
32 inches and was named Joseph. The third bell,
named Michael, was 26%% inches in diameter and
weighed 450 pounds. When the new church was
built in 1911, these bells were transferred to iIS.
towers, To this present day, Maria, with an F*
sound, Joseph in BT, Michael in C* and the
smallest, nameless bell, with an F musical noie, ring
in thal order.

As the dire need for a larger church increased, the
dedication to this idea grew, and again, as in the
past, the strong unyielding character of the Polish
people displayed itsell. The Fraternal Society of St.
Joseph, made up of both men and waomen, sacrific-
ed their time and encrgy by walking as far as Forest
Cily to solicit funds. Most of the early ethnic groups
felt compelled to unite to gel things accomplished.
So it was that Societies began to emerge in this new
and struggling parish. St Stanislaus Kostka, Dzieci
Marji (Children of Mary), St. Michael the Ar-
changel, and the Bartoscz Glowacki Societies were
among the first. In subsequent years, St, Marcina's.
St. Hedwig's, St. Theresa's, St. Anne’s, the Third
Order of St. Francis, the Men's Retreat League and
the Tarcisians were also mcluded on this List.

In 1909, plans for a new church, drawn up by the
Firm of Hancock Architects, were studied,
somewhat modified, and approved by Father
Dudkiewicz and the Church Committee. The Skves
Construction Firm submitted the lowest bid and
undertook the construction of the new church on
Dundatt Street which stands today as a proud
teslimonial to the sacrifices of these early pioneers.
The sculptured figures of the Visitation of the Bless-
¢d Virgin Mary prominently adorned the front of
the church. The massive building was six times the
size of the original church boasting a magnificent
Romanesgue style architecture. The cost of the
chureh construetion was hard work, sacrifice and
S48, 00000, The sum of the construction was linang-
ed with a low interest rate mortgage by the Polish
Union, The first Polish Union branch of Priceburg
was established by Jan Prorok in 1913, The church
was dedicated by the Mast Reverend Bishop Michael
Hoban, Bishop of Scranton, on November 26, 1911.
The new edilice served as a beacon of faith for the
growing population thal was ever expanding within
the area. In fact, St. Mary's became the Mother
Church of fledgling parishes that were beginning 1o
arise in the Midvalley area; St. Mary's Czestochowa
in Evnon, St. Anthony's in Throop, St. Michael's
in Olyphant, Sacred Heart in Mayficld and St.
Stanislaus in Jessup.
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I'he entire old church building became St. Mary’s
parochial schiool. Both oors were used becausce the
mimber of children was increasing with each pass-
ing vear, There were no classrooms so pupils were
srouped In various places within the two large
THHOTIS,

The expansion of parish property included a piece
of land on the lower lefl side ol Pancoast Sireet
which had been purchased much earlier and used
gs a cemetery. Tombstones in this cemetery date
back Lo 1871, ate 1800's and the very carly 1900°s.
Father Dudkiewicz would eventually be laid to rest
there.

Even though the major construction of the church
was completed, the interior was an ongoing project
for a number of vears since the lack of tunds re-
mained an ohsiacle,

The stately white building located on the corner of

Carmalt Streel and Scotl Road was occupied by the
priests of the parish, In 1916, the Bernardine Sisters
of 5t. Francis came to staft the parish school. It
was at this time that a home on Dundafl Street was
purchased rom Katie and Walenty Kolecki for the
sum of $2,000.00 with Ri. Reverend Michael T,
Habarn, as the trustee of the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Chorch. As the number of Sisters in-
creased, the priests and Sisters changed dwellings.
I 1917, two notable events occurred. The United
States entered World War 1 and the spiritual leader
of 5t Mary's, Father Joseph Dudkiewice died. Due
o poar economic conditions and the tremendous
building project the parish had undergone, there was
a $25,000.00 insolvency. It was into this situation
thar Father Stamslaus Szpotanski, who served as
dssistant pastor for only two short months earlicr,
wis appointed Father Dudkiewics's successor by the
Ordimary of the Diocese. He was onc of the most
nfluential organizers of the Polish Union in the
United States and was its chaplain for a number of
NLars.

Because of the seemingly consistent problem of the
lack of money, the plans for the interior of the
church had to be somewhat altered. Less expensive
material had to be substituted so that a method of
conserving money could be initated. To make mal-
lers worse, the original tin roof had to be replaced
by i new slate one. It was 1920 before the beautiful
paintings, we admire and love as a part of our
thureh, were added. These included the Visitation,
Immaculate Conception, Assumption, the Resur-
rection and Ascension which were placed above the
anctiary area for all to see. These and other pain-
lings were done at a cost of $7,000.00. After all was
sad wnd done, the estimated cost at the interior’s
cwompletion was over $125,000.00.

There now existed inadequate conditions for the
growing number of children in the school. Due to
the planning of Father Szpotanski and the low in-
rerest loan from the Polish Union, the enormous
task of building a new school began in the summer
of 1924, The cornerstone was blessed by Ri
Reverend Andrew Brennan and the school was oc-
cupicd in September of 1925, The school was
dedicated by Rt. Reverend Thomas O’ Reilly, three
vears later, on October 28, 1928, It was in this same
vear that our Holy Father, Pope Pius X1, lauded
St. Mary's for having a Confirmation class of 1900,
The school building cost was $225,000.00.

A seven acre, plot of land, 800 fcet above the ex-
1sting cemetery, was given to the parish through the
generosity of Paul and Catherine Prorok (o be us-
ed as a new cemetery, This piece of land was bless-
ed on the same day as the school cormnerstone was
blessed in 1925,

Father Szpotanski was a man of tremendous insight
and so 1o insure the salety of all parish buildings
from mine subsidence, he purchased the coal rights
thus preventing the mining of coal [rom under the
buildings. Purchasing these rights from the Hud-
son Coal Company was a costly venture bul a very
WISC Onc,

St. Mary's became one of the largest and most
prestigious parishes in the Scranton Diocese, As the
parish grew, so did its responsibilities. Missions at
Archbald and Clemo were established as well as
spiritual visits to the Home in Blakely for the aged
and indigent.

Because of his diligent leadership and his impressive
spiritual accomplishments, on February 21, 1930,
Father Sypotanski was elevated to the rank of Papal
Chamberlain by Pope Paul X1. Monsignor Szpotan-
ski was well liked and respected by his parishioners
as well. Outings at Polonia Park were well artend-
ed, and his friendly disposition was recognized even
by those outside of the parish. In March of 1943,
after serving 5t Mary's well Tor 26 years, Monsignor
Stanislaus Szpotanski was laid to rest in the new
CEMELETY.

The great depression of 1929 and an exodus of peo-
ple from this distressed arca to the larger cities over
a period of time had a devastating effect upon the
parish. While in the midst of World War 11, Father
Francis X. Dominiak accepled this pastoral respon-
sibility in 1943, The debt that had accrued was a
stageering $176,000.00. The choice of a pastor made
by the Most Reverend William 1. Haley Tor Si.
Mary's proved 1o be a match made in heaven. The
enthusiasm and genuine concern of this giant of a
man, slowly guided the parish into a new era of
spirituality and renewed self-esteem. His steady in-
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terest in the spiritual and material welfare of his
panshioners won the cooperation and whole hearted
devation el friends and loyal supporters. Over a
period of three years, the debt was dissolved. To
commemorate this monumental oecasion, the mor-
teage was ceremoniously burnt on April 135, 1946
asa part of the celebration at the school. In the en-
suing years, the parish began to expand and pro-
sper. New needs were realized resulling in the
establishment of new goals. With their vsual hard
work and determination, the people rallied Lo the
challenge and realized their first goal of building a
T COVEent.

On Mav 6, 1948, ground breaking took place for
the construction of a newer and larger convent. The
dedication and laying of the cornerstone took place
July 24, 1949, and was presided over by the Most
Reverend Bishop William 1. Hafey.

I 1930, the building expansion project continued
when work was started on a new rectory. Father
Herry Korpusik, with the help of the Holy Name
Society razed the old structure at the corner of Car-
malt Street and Scott Road. They worked tirelessly
1o eledr the land and ready the foundation for con-
stiruction of the new building, Frequently, Father
Korpasik could be seen pushing cement filled wheel
barrows, putting up and welding fences in front of
the school as well as the rectory, The work was com-
pleted & year later, on May 4, and four happy pricsts
tonk up residence in the new and modern, twao story,
orick structure. This new building replaced an older,
nadequate one that was located at 604 Dundatt
Stréet, This property was sold in December of 1951
1 Helen and Joseph Dworcrak (hrough the Most
Reverend William J. Hafey, trustee of St. Mary's,
for thesum of 510,210,000,

With the completion of the new rectory, the building
program came to an end. The buildings erccted
within 4 span of lorty years added a certain elegance
bt particular part of town, They made an im-
pressive sight, . . .s0 much so that the name of 5t.
Mary's Square was instituted 1o describe it by the
Dickson City Borough Council.

Duripg the tenure of Father Dominiak many im-
provements were made to the chureh. The sanctuary
was endarped, the church pews were refinished and
few contessionals were installed. New lights, stained
tlass windows i the clearstory together with a rub-
berieed Moor tile improved the appearance of the
mierior. A new sound system and a new heating
plant were also installed for convenience al the cost
of $24.000.00. Exterior improvements were also
mace, Stainless steel towers replaced galvanized ones
and pares of the exterior were repoinled and water-
proofed. In addition, the cement steps in front of

the church were removed and replaced with granite
and a new side exit was built. Father Dominiak pur-
chased Polonia Park from [ive societics to be used
for parish picnics. St. Stanislaus of Priceburge, SL.
Joseph’s Beneficial Polish Catholic Society of
Dickson City, Society of Holy Cross of Priceburg,
Polish Sons of America of Priceburg, and the John
Sobeski 111 Benehicial Association purchased five
lots from George D. Brown in 1903, [rom Marcel
and Antonia Zgleniecki in 1916 and 1934, and from
Miller Auto Services Inc. in 1934,

Fathers Dominiak and Korpusik, in 1956, invited
a representalive of the Eagle Hose Department lor
a meeting to formulate plans for getting an am-
bulance for the community of Dickson City. In
1959, after much discussion and planning, that first
ambulance was purchased for this community.
On Scprember 1, 1957, the people of 5t. Mary’s
were devasted by the death of Father Francis X.
Dominiak. In his 14 vears as leader and friend, he
truly left his mark and legacy on not only the
buildings but in the hearts of all his parishioners.
Each pastor guides his flock through a continuous
journey ol laith. So il was with Reverend Peter
Niebrzydowski, also a former assistant pastor at St.
Mary's from 1921 1o 1924, He was appointed by
the Most Reverend Jerome D, Hannon, on October
9, 1957, By January of 1958, the parish once again
was proud (o proclaim itsell financially solvent. The
prosperity continued to swell and by the year 1959,
the parish could boast a total of 1065 families.
On June 3, 1960, Pope John XXI1II elevated the
Reverend P. Niehrzydowski 10 the rank of Domestic
Prelatc. He was honored by an impressive number
of parishioners at a testimonial banquet held in the
school on September 18th.

Through the earnest efforts of former pastors, all
parish propertics were maintained and cared for.
The cemeteries were now m nead of some attention.,
The old cemetery was cleaned and perpetual care
was established for the new cemetery., The lawn
would be cut and graves would be kept tidy to add
beauty 1o the resting place of loved ones buried
there. As a culmination, a white marble crucifix-
jon group with an altar for services, was placed in
Lthe center of the cemetery. In front of this monu-
ment were Lhe resting places ol iwo of our notable
shepherds, Monsignor Szpotanski and Reverend
Francis X. Dominiak. This monument serves as a
reminder Lo all that Jesus is our Resurrection and
Life.

Ay a preparation for the Golden Jubilee Year of
the church, plans for its renovation were initiated.
Belore the interior remodeling could be done, a
number of projects needed to be taken care of, The
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aeek, at the side of the church was covered with
reinforeed concrete. A new asbestos rool and a
aainiess steel drainage system were installed. The
mierior of the church was now being prepared for
evtensive: renovalions. To sobdly support more
weight, the wooden floor in the sanctuary was
replaced by reinforced concrete so that the sanctuary
conld be enlareed, The botler was fireproofed and
more storage was provided in the basement. Victor
Zuechi and Sen, Church Decorators and Artists
werz given the comtract to beautily the church. The
maits altar was cncompassed by a marble altar and
tahernacle, In the center of the marble altar was
dlaced an atrractive mosaic last supper and above
the tabernacle a Holy Spirit. Marble wainscoaling
wis placed along the wall. The sanctuary was finally
covered with new carpeting and set of T by new mar-
hle communion rails. Tile was set throughout the
st of the church. Weldwood wainscoatng was
placed along the walls and new pews were added.
A new organ and elevated scating returbished the
choir loft.,

All was in readiness lor the celebration. The pride
of the people reflected itself in the new beautiful
apnearance of their house of worship. The cost of
s remodeling excecded S170,000.00.

4 Solemn Pomtifical Mass was held at 11:00 A M.
on November 19, 1961, with the Most Reverend
Jzrome D. Hannon, 1.13., presiding. The celebra-
linn continued that eveming with a lestimonial din-
aer which took place in the school auditorium.
Ihe glory of that celebration lost its appeal when
Mansignor Peter Nicbrzydowski died four vears
later om December 31, 1965. He was interred in the
parish cemetery. During an interim of nine months
the parish rested well in the able hands ol an ad-
ministrator, Father Clement Markowski, until a new
pastor would be assigned. In thal short span of time,
he highlighted the sanctuary by a new arrangement
of the altar of sacrifice to conform (o directives of
the Second Vatican Council. The Celebrant now
faced the congrezation during the Sacnlice of the
Mass.

Acertain amount of apprehension accompanies a
change i pastorship especially inoa parish as large
and active @s St Mary's. The fears were soon
dispelled with the appointment of Father Clarence
Sikorski by the Most Reverend J. Carroll McCor-
mack on September 14, 1966, The church having
nderaone repovations just years betore, posed no
problem Tor the new pastor in the first few vears.
Futher was named a Prelate of Honor by His
Holloess, Pope Paul ¥1, on May 19, 1968, On
September Bth, His Excellency The Most Reverend
I Carroll MeCormick presided over his solemn in-

vestilure at St. Peter’s Cathedral in Scranton. A
testimonial dinner was held in s honor by the
parishioners on September [15th in the school
auditerium.
Monsignor Sikorski was a very quiel and unassum-
ing person. His kindness and compassion were
realized by very many of his parishioners. He was
a chaplain to the Catholic Boy Scours of America
in Wilkes Barre and was named a parish priest con-
sultor by the diocese in 1969,
A steady maintenance of all parish binldings pro-
ceeded with little or no fanfare:
* New gas fired boilers and water heaters were
purchased for the convent and rectory.
® granite steps in front and on the side of the
church were sealed.
* the deck and all metal under the steps were
painted.
* thore was caulking and masonry restoration
done.
All exterior repaits and  waterproofing  cost
S25,86Y9.30. In 1974, the vestibule of the church was
i need ol repairs, painting and carpeting. A serik-
ing anodized aluminum and mosaic cross was in-
stalled in a prominent place in the back of the
church for all 1o revere as they left the church.
I'he centennial of Dickson City was celebrated in
1975, 56 Mary's Br-ushers and Belles together with
Monsignor Sikorski and Father Walter Ferret
became part of that festivity, On August 9h, al 3:45
P.M. all churches in the community pealed their
bells as a symbal of unity,
Under the supervision and hard work of Father Ter-
ret, the Holy Name Society leveled the old cemetery,
raised tombstones and cut down trees and shrubs.,
The result of their efforts can be appreciated (o this
dav. Perpetual care was also instituted by Mon-
signor Sikorski in the old cemetery.
Among Monsignor’s best known accomplishmenis
were those made in the school and the painting of
the convent chapel.
The original heavy wooden doors in the church had
deteriorated to the point of replacement. New
aluminum doors with metal art glass panel inserts
were installed in the (ront and the sides of the
butllding. The glass panels were designed by Baul
Studios,
In 1981, Maonsignor Sikorski had the dome inspeeted
hecause of the severe leakage and waler damage (o
the plaster and paint above the main altar. Due to
the failing health of Monsignor, this enormous task
would have 1o be undertaken at a later Gme. In June
of 1982, as a fitting reward for his vears of dedicated
service, Monsignor Sikorski was named Pastor
Fmeritus and took up residence at Villa St. Joseph
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n Dunmere. A Mass of Thanksgiving was
celebrated Sunday July 18th, at 4:30 P.M. A
stimonial dinner took place at Genetti’s Manor
[0 honor the Pastor Emeritus and Father Ferret for
iy muny years of service 1o the parish.

Giod gave him Tour years of retirement belore call-
ne Monsiznor Sikorski to his final reward October
[1, 1986, Bishop James C. Tunlin was principal
celebrant of a Pondfical Concelebrated Mass of
Chiristian Burdal at St Mary's on October 15, at
LL00 ALM.

rornine decades, the shepherds of 51, Mary's Panish
have come and gone doing their utmost to provide
lor the spirttual needs of their people. Many ol them
fiave erched their characters and ereatness in the ex-
wing brick strucrures, mindful of their respon-
sihilities to build, renovate and maintain these pro-
merties for the greater honor and glory of Gaod and
our Patroness, the Blessed Virgin Mary.

[ Jume of 1982, Monsignor Stanley W. Piorkowski
wis assigned by Bishop 1. Carroll MeCormick to
i the distinguished rank of pastors in the Dickson
City Church. From humble beginnings in Forest Ci-
ty, 10 his ordination and bevond, he was proud of
s Polish ancestry and the parental influence that
tostercd his love for God, the church and the Blessed
Virzin Mary above all things. As assistant pastor,
Falber contributed his services 1o several parishes
i the Seranton Diocese before he was appointed
i admmistrative and teaching posiions i St.
Mary's, Orchard Lake, Michigan. Upon returning
woacranton e 1975, Father Piorkowski was given
he first of his 1wo prioar pastorates, All Saints Parish
m Punmore, and the Nativity of the Blessed Yirgin
Mary Parish in Plvimouth where he undertook the
sk of renovating the church and rectory. In 1978,
he was named Prelate of Honor by His Holiness
Fape John Paul 1 through the mtercession of Bishop
L Carroll MeCormick.

When assuming the S Mary's Visitalion pastorale,
[ke those who preceeded him, he inherited nol on-
wan enormens responsibility but also a sacred trust
rassed down through the generations. Monsignor
readily accepted the challenge that came with this
pasition. His reputation as a capable administrator
Witk a diverse backeround of experience was soon
v become evident.

s with any complex of buildings, the work 1s never
inly completed. Time and use demnand constani
uglance and care, Over a span of three decades and
dpce the improvements were made in 1960, weather-
nz, wear and time created a number of problems.
(e of the first and major tasks that faced Mon-
dgnor and the parishioners was one of monumern-
& proportions. This involved the decay and ero-

sion that the dome sustained through the many years
due to the elements. Leakage became a severe pro-
blem and demanded immediate attention. . . .bul
this was not an easy decision (o make. Thus in May
of 1983, plans were drafied for repairs and Lhe
replacement of the glass panels. Initial barriers were
swepl aside when Gerhardt Baut, a world renown-
ed artist, agreed 10 create the glass work depicting
the Bible rendition of the Transfiguration of Jesus
and the Architects of Philip and Gripp were engaged
L0 execute the project.

The dome covers 300 square feet in area and 33 feet
in diameter and consisis of 75 pancls held in place
by aluminum supports. The figure of Jesus stands
1254 feet high. 1L 15 overshadowed by God, the
Father and Holy Spirit with the Transfigured Tesus
as its focal poimt. Moses and Ehjah are found on
the left and right sides in the Transfiguration. To
further extend the dome’s longevity, it is protected
by a lexan plastic shell which is used for bullel-
proofing. This protective covering is 18 inches above
the glass dome, and the space in between, is designed
to generate solar heat for the church. It is deserib-
ed as the largest glass dome of its tvpe constructed
in this century in the United States and probably
in the world, By April 15, 1984, the new dome was
in place. The total cost of this endeavor was
$116,000.00.

Being a very perceplive and thorough person, Mon-
sienor knew betore the interior of the church, which
was in need ol plastering and paimting, could be
taken care of, all the windows throughout Lhe
church, including those of the clearstory, had to be
restored due to deterioration and instability. From
1984 1o 1986, all the stained glass was restored,
storm glass was added to the exterior for protec-
tion and was held rogether by new aluminum sashes.
Symbaols of the Litany of the Blessed Virgm Mary
were chosen to sel off the upper part of the large
windows on both sides of the church. Window
restoration was lotaled at $137,000.00.
Ciradually over a number of vears, the home of our
pricsts experienced an overdue Tacelift. The kitchen
and dining areas were remodeled, and the priest’s
bedrooms were repainted and recarpeted. The parish
office was equipped with large desks and a com-
puter o facilitate the clerical work of a large parish.
A new entrance room was added 1o make guests
comlortable as they waited to have business tuken
care of. An outdoor canopy and ramp, along with
a handrail altered the appearance of the fronl of
the rectory on the Carmalt Sireet side.

The living quarters of the Sisters were also a part
of Monsignor's renovation plans. Small bedrooms
were enlarged and made comfortable as new win-



Another MILESTONE not soon to be forgotten
1892 — 1992 Centennial Celebration
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dows, rugs and lurniture were added. The chapel,
atfices, common rooim and entrance were carpeted
ol beantified with the supportive generasily of Lthe
Holy Name Socicty and the women who make
ierogi for various funcions of the parish.

The rectory was the last of the buildings to receive
e new windows, All windows in the convent and
ety werd replaced by the mamntenance stafT as
sas much of the other work. 1o protect the parish
fuildings, new scourily sysiems were installed.

[ 1990, 1t was suegegested by the insurance company
hat the fromp sreps of the church were in need of
weonsbiuction. Sections of granite were pulling away
from each other and the supporting wall on the lefl
dde of the steps was buckling. Considering future
alans for the building of a spacious hall under the
church for social funciions, the provision fora fromnl
entrance was cssential, Heavy machinery soon mowv-
gl in and the (ransition from the old 1o lhe new
fiegan. The result of many months of planning and
lor was o fronl entrance leading 1o the basement
al ke church which immediately opened up Lo an
enlarzed area containing storage and bathroom
[aefities. Carelully measured and placed granite
wops changed the face of the magnificently con-
aructed church. A convenient walkway, adjacent
It g praver arca which eventually will display a
sacue of Pope John Paul 11, led from the front
sdewalk directly to the church entrance. Planters
and the landscaping added an esthetic appearance
tiv the magestic Tace of the church on DundalT Street.
I the midst of all the restoration projects that Mon-
sienor Piorkowski was engaged in, the parishioners
ol 8 Mary's Church were honored by the visit of
John Cardinal Krol, who was an inspiration (o the
peeple of the parsh becausc of thewr proud Polish
heritaze, On August 26, 1990, at noon, the Cardinal
celebraled a special mass (0 commemorale the
Centennial of the Polish Union which was in-
strumental in earlier building projects of the parish.
Bishon James C. Timlin graced the occasion with
Bls presence,

Cardingl Jozel Glemp, Primate of Poland made a
nistoric visic 1o the United States in 1991, He receiv-
ol @ warm welcome by the Bishops, priests and
Polsh Americans in Lthe diocese. Monsignor
forkowskl was a concelebrant at a special Polish
Mass celebrated by Lhe Cardinal at SL. Peter’s
Cathedral and a companion to him during his brief
dav, The Primate honored owr parish with a visil
un October 2nd, the feast of the Holy Angels. He
was greeted by the school children and a throng of
perishioners, Although his visit was short, it will
avavs be remembered as an inspirational and
nistorical visit.

With the impending Centennial eelebration year fast
approaching plans tor the renovation of the interior
of the church were discussed and approved by Mon-
sinor and the parish council. A parish appeal was
agreed on o cover the $430,000.00 cost of the ex-
tensive work that would be undertaken by Baut
Studios, under the direction and supervision ol ar-
tisl, Cierhardl Baut, Joscph Dotzel of H. A, Smith
Co., Quality Wood Products and Zunan Floor
Coverings.

The work began with a newly replaced gas boiler
and then proceeded steadilv o give the interior a
new look as parishioners and visitors alike marvel-
ed at the beauty. The ceilings, walls and altars were
repaired and painted, pews were refinished, pain-
tings and staluey were restored all under the wat-
chful and knowledgeable supervision of Monsignor.
New vinyl floor coverings were placed beneath Lhe
pews and carpeling was laid in the aisles. The sanc-
luary was enlarged and set over with imported mar-
ble and a new sacrificial altar, faced with the mosaic
last supper, was placed at its ccenter. The entire
church was highlighred by costomized light lixlures,
designed by Gerhardt Baut, accenting the rich
Romanesque architecture.

[ the near future, there will be a new marble pulpit,
a baptismal font, presidential chair and a beautifully
adorned elevated tabernacle.

Amidst all the activity in the parish, the announce-
ment was released by Bishop James C. Timlin that
Si. Thomas the Apostle Church, 633 Main Street,
Dickson City, was to be merged with St Mary's ef-
tective September 11, 1992, As a rcsult of the
merger, Monsignor Piorkowski assumed the ad-
ministrative and pastoral duties at 5t. Thomas
Church. Reverend Stefan Krawontka and Reverend
Patrick Albert would also assist in the responsibili-
ty of caring for the added 42% parishioners.
Welcome St. Thomas parishioners.

On Sunday, Novernber 1, 1992, after much anticipa-
tion and preparation, the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parnish celebrated the 100th Anniver-
sary of its founding. A Pomtifical Mass of
Thanksgiving was celebrated by the Reverend
Bishop James C. Timlin at 4:00 P.M. The con-
celebrating priests were Monsignor Plorkowski,
pastor of St. Mary's, Reverend Patrick Albert and
Reverend Stcfan Krawontka, assistant pastors.
Monsignor Piorkowski delivered an elogquent homily
extolling the sacrifices and insights of our Polish
ancestors in constructing such a magnificent church,
His deliverance was so skillful and effective in
generating emotion, that the congregation respond-
cd with a standing ovation. The beautiful music was
rendered by the parish choir under the superior
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dircction of Lorraine Kowrach Huichins.
[Dignitaries, parishioners, schoaol children and friends
will hold the solemnity and beauty of that speaal
dav in their hearts, for may vears (o come, lucked
away among their most precious mMemorics.
Continuing the festivities, a dinner was held al
Gepetti's Manor in Dickson City at 5:45 P.M.
Mavor Vincent Wicrcinski was toastmaster, At-
ommey b. V. Pieski was the principal speaker and
Monsignor Piorkowskl offered remarks.
A special celebration For the children of the parish
wok place on Sunday, Novemiber 29th at 4:00 P.M.
The Most Reverend Irancis X. Dilorenzo was prin-
adpal celebrant and homilist at a Mass of Thanksgiv-
e, The priests of the parish were concelebrants and
Reverend Richard Cirba was Master of Ceremaonics,
The choristers, under the direction of Lorraine
howrach |Hutehing, provided the singing. A parly
wis held for the children in the school cateteria
lollwed by a dance. Children from St Mary’s and
S Thomas the Apostle Parishes were invited to
atfend.
The success of Lhe Centennial Celebration can be
attributed to the encouragzement and excitement
Monsiznor Prorkowski instilled in the panishioners
and in his own tireless love and dedication 1o St.
Wary's Parish,
The suecess of a parish cannol be measured v 1ls
material accomplishments alone. Success is mirrored
through sacrifice, dedication, service and participa-
ton of its members in the many organizations and
programs in the parish community. Currently there
area number ol active oreanizations, including the
Marish Council, Boy Scout Troop 21, Cub Scout
Pack 21, Chiristian Mothers, Holy Name Society,
Lactors, Ushers, Altar Boys, People’s Eucharistic
Legoue, Eucharistic Ministers, Polish Women's
Mlance Gr. 328, St. Ann's Society, Pro—Life
Committee, Sacred Heart Enthronement Chapier,
Youth Group, St Mary's Athletic Association,
semor Choir and Choristers, Cafeteria Mothers,
Himee Workers, Quilters, Pierogi Group, Harvesl
Festival Commuitiee, and School Picnic Commitiee.
Anumber of programs also exist to aid persons 1o
betrer understand the practice of their religion:
COD, Renew, RCLA, Pre-Cana and Pre-Baptismal
prozrams. A Holy Hour of Reparation is conducted
cvery Saturday morning al 7:00 A M. and Marian
Devotions is leld on every second Tuesday at 7:00
P M.
[he Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
145 been altered permanently with the passage of
tme; Time that has been a witness to strugegling and
sicrifice, to growth and dedication, Lo prosperity

and pride. Many footsieps have been taken along
the journey of faith during the last one hundred
vears. 'rom the humble beginnings of the original
church 10 the majestic grandeur of our present
edifice, the zeal, the hard work and the love of God
has always been evident. Cur history has been a long
and proud one despite many pitfalls strewn along
the way. Many changes have taken place in the
course af a century but the changes were physical
and structural i nature. The positive and oplimistic
altitudes that were sown in 1892 are still alive and
well today, Fach generation had their own spiritual,
educational and social needs, that through the grace
of God, were fulfilled by the solicitous guidance of
able predecessors through religious education in the
parish school and the administration of the
sacraments. T'o all the Bernardine Sisters and
leachers, past and present, who have walked the
halls of St. Mary's School, we say THANK YOL!
To all our pastors and assistant pastors, past and
present, who have administered to all generations
ol parishioners, we will always REMEMBER YOU
WITH FONDNLESS!

Through the magnificent spires and arches of our
beautiful church echoes the Tervor and spirit of our
ancestors exhorting us to embark courageously on
our second one hundred years, We do so with the
same [aith and determination. Our church has stead-
tastly been a beacon of hope and guidance and
through the grace of God, it will continue to assume
that role in the future. The same torch of [aith en-
trusted 1o us will be passcd on for geénerations 1o
come, Today our church reaches out to all of those
who wish Lo be comforted and long to hear the word
ol God.

Az in the case al our greal nalion, our parish, 1n
effect, has become somewhat of a melting pot. St.
Mary's has outstretched her arms o enfold many
people of all ethnic persuasions, THE LEGACY
that was left to us by our fathers. . . .is also theirs
te have and cnjoy. The people of our parish have
come a long way since our simple and humble begin-
nings. They have always expressed their love for
Ciod and His Blessed Mother in simple but beautiful
ways. Ageless traditions that were born in Poland
were perpetuated in our own community, Cusloms
such as blessing flowers on the feast of the Assump-
tion, the Gorzkie Zale services during Lent, the
blessing of food baskets for Laster, and the bless-
ing of homes at Christmas are still an inherent part
al our lives, Hopelully, they will never be forgot-
ten. L.ooking to the future, we [ondly pray that the
same laith and love will perpetuate itself for another
hundred vears. To this we make a toast and say

“STO LAT™.
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Remember . . . before renovations
Christmas of 1991




Remember . . . before renovationy
Faster of 1992

Good Friday

Faster Sunday
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Glory
To
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in
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Admire . . . after renovations
Christmas of 1992

.« . Oh, Come
let us adore
Him . . . Christ
the Lord, . . .
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Magnificent Romanesque Architecture



Rear View of the Interior




Flashbacks . . . serving God and country. Y
. . . first boy scoul troop was organized in 1927
by Chester Golinski !
. one of the first groups of eagle scouts .
|
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Faithful & dedicated altar servers . . .
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altar hoys 1992 ., . .
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Ann’s Society, organized in 1943,
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honors the Mother of Mary
and contributes spiritually and . . .
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A prominent Men's Society,
St. Mary'’s Ushers pledge
“To fulfill my duties to my God and our parishioners
in a fervent and cheerful manner . . .

191

.+« By my conduct and frequent reception of the
sacraments, and to be a faithful servant of Christ™’
1992




The Eucharistic League organized in 1960,

honors Jesus Christ in the most Blessed Sacrament . . .
1961

W,
i

R

L

3 WY

v’
'ﬂ‘




Love of the Sacred Heart . . .
devotions and home enthronement to the
Sacred Heart are special .
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Help to service . . .
by distributing communion during mass . . .
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The “Word of God”’
read by Lectors whose aim is to help evangelize
by their contribution to the Liturgy . . .
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1992

Speaking of evangelization . . . renew groups
witness with their groups and then witness
within their parish community
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Actions speak fouder than words . . .

peaple whose principles are strong . . .
They get invelved in activities that are Pro-Life . . .
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Youth who care by participating in many charitable aciivities . .
They love our Lord and their parish.
“Suffer the litile ones fto come to Me™’
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CHOIR

Singing praises (o the Lord has always been an integral part of our Parish
history. The first Church had a pump organ plaved by Mr. lan Nadolny
during masses and other liurgical services. Over the vears members
of the parish, both young and old, voluntcered their talents and love
of music in the choir.
Our most memorable directors were:

Professor Kozik

Sidney Grabowski

John Krajewski

Sister Chrysostom

Sister Sienna

Fr. Korpusik

Edward Kabacinski

Barbara Martyska

Lorraine Kowrach Hurchins
The choir’s renditions of both Polish and English hymns have alwavs
cnhanced the liturgics and various special occasions such as Forty Hours.
Our present director, Lorraine Kowrach Hutchins, assembled the
choristers from the school children and they sing at liturgies conducted
for the youth of the parish.
Mrs. Hutchins also directs the adult choir that sings at our High Mass
edach Sunday, Midnight Mass, The Easter Holydays, and other special
events during the year.
The choir, whose talent is known throughoul the diocese, is oflen in-
viled Lo sing at the Cathedral and other parishes.
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. praising God

Beautiful young voices . .

Junior Choir 1’96}'
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Choristers 1992




Confraternity of Christian Docirine . . .
. . . organized in 1957 and provides religious
education for those not in catholic schools . . .




To insure the smooth and efficient running of a parish
as large as St. Mary's, a reliable staff is necessary
Rectory Office Secretaries

Marge Bednarczyk

Each of us in our lifetime, has known
individuals who work with their whole
heart and soul secking no praise or
recognition for themselves. Such
individuals are so engrossed in their
love for God, that each task they
perform is 4 labor of love. Such a
person has tended ouwr church for many
ayear! LUCILLE WYSZYNSKI has
tleaned, tended to the sanctuary and
beautified St, Mary's, making it a
pleasure for all te admire. Thank You,
Lucille, from all of us, for such
beautilul and dedicated care,

James Kanton

Muaintennance . . .
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Committee’s have played major roles
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Delicious . . . smaczne . . . heavenly smells come from the school
cafeteria during Advent and Lent! ! ! Men and Women spend many
hours making pierogi to help finarice many parish projects . . .
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We are most grateful to all church organizations for giving of their
time, effort and unselfish love for the greater honor and glory of God,
for the good of others and their parish.

We salute those who enrich the parish financially and spiritually by
their committment to become involved in supporting all projects
undertaken and pariicipating in all church services and celebrations.



Faithful, hard working and willing to give their time
weekly for their parish are the Bingo Workers . . .
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The beautiful work of these Quilters . . . the happy disposition
af these cheerful givers radiate greatr love for their parish . . .

g
=

I“ -r
&

M .
(s mn e e



FOOTSTEPS ALONG THE JOURNEY OF FAITH

Of the 72 miners that were killed in the infamous Pancoast Mine Disaster in Throop,
Pennsylvania in 1911, at least 15 were from St. Mary's Church.

In 1's early days St. Mary's once imposed a “‘pew tax.”
Most of the church’s early parishioners came from eastern Poland. (the Russian section)

The most common Gubernmias (Counties) rom which most ol the earlier parishioners
came were Grodno, Vilno, Polsk, Sumalka, and Galicia.

When the miners built the original church in 1892, their average pay was approximately
$400 a vear and salary cuts were frequent.

In the 1880's a minc worker's pay was about five cents an hour.

Almost from the beginning of ils history, Dickson City was a village of immigrants . . .
the first coming from Germany.

[n 1888 there were 781 Polish miners in Lackawanna County twenty years later the
number rose to 7,739,

The Catholic Encyclopedia of 1910 credited the Poles in America with having the greatest
number of church-going men then any other nationality.

To supplement the simple fare of their tables, the early members of the parish began the
practice of planting and tending vegerable gardens.

A nationwide Polish Fraternal Organization known as the Democratic Society of Polish
Exiles became renowned in the 1850’s and 1860%s for its opposition to slavery.

One of the initial Fraternal Organizations established at St. Mary’s was the ““Son's of
Poland™ organization established on the 7th of February 1892,

Many of the Fraternal Organizations served as *‘guards of honor' in the old church
commencing with its completion . . . especially on Holy Saturday when they stood guard
al the bier of Christ,



THE OLD CHURCH CONVERIED INTO THE
PARISH SCHOOL (PHOTO TAKEN DURING
DEMOLITION CIRCA 1925)

FIRST GRADUATING CLASS 1934




h

& VR SN A

SCHOOIL HISTORY

e foretathers realized the importance of a
(atholic Education and thus established a parish
ehool in 1he basement of the first church m 1892,
Tners were Lhree lay teachers: Jan Nadolny, Jan
sichodolski and Anastasia Gorezyninski.

['pon completion of the new church in 1911, duw
op the pastorate of Father Dudkiewice, the old
durch building was converted to a larger school
Wit classrooms.

[ 1416, the Bernardine Sisters came to staft the
ghool with Sr. M. Bronislawa as the first principal
md two nuns and a postulant as teachers. The
ool also served as a meeting place for church
Irganizations,

The school continued in this capacity for fourteen
pars and, in 1924, (the need for a new school
titldng became urgent as parents were concerned
ihaut the poor conditions of the exisling bulding
which had no heating system or sanitation facilities.
Euen though the parish was in debl al this time
because of the construction of the new Church, it
ugg decided 1o purchase the triangle of land at Dun-
duff and Scott Streets from the Snyder (Schneider)
Evate for the school,

Mexander Prawdzika, a Polish architect, drew up
(i plans and they were presented to the Bishop and
approvad in the sprine of 1924, Ferma Service Con-
aruction Company of Wilkes-Barre was the general
gniractor and construction began in Lhe summer
of 1924,

e cost of construction was approximately
2000 with loans Mnanced by the Polish Union.
Adeor 1o door solicitation for funds took place to
ree money for the school building.

themew school, which was built to accommodate
[0 children, not only contamed classrooms, but
o an anditorium, a balcony, and a kKitchen. Con-
graetion was completed in 1925 and Bishop Bren-
ain blessed the cornerstone. Ri. Reverend Michael
! Hoban died the might before the official dedica-
ticeremony and the lestivities were posiponed un-
1928, with Bishop Thomas O'Reilly presiding.
8, Mary's School was luuded as one ol the largest
mrochial schowls v the area.

fope Plus X1 sent a special blessing Lo all priests,
panshioners and children of the parish to faud their
ety andl therr extraordinary faithiulness o the
Cherch upon hearing that the confirmation class of
(928 had 1900 partcipants. This enormous group
ad 1o be confirmed in two separate sessions.,
Huring the ensuing years, the school continued to
Turish under the guidance of Msar. Stanislaus
Smotanski and the good Sisters of the parish.

In 1943, 606 children were taught by 16 Bernardine
Sisters with Sr. Chrysostom as Principal. School ac-
tivities included sports, dramatics, a glee ¢lub, a
choral ¢club, a debaring team, and a student coun-
cil. Religious education was always emphasized and,
after receiving First Holy Communion every child
was enrolled in the Blessed Virgin Sodality.

The boys and eirls of St. Mary’s had always been
cager to make their contribution 1o the parish. The
“Juniors™ of 51, Mary’s conducted weekly 10 cent
record dances in the school hall. The children also
conducted musical events, theatrical performances
and other festivals. Thev saved their pennies and
when they reached $800, purchased the beautlul
gold vases which are stll used today on the altar
for special occasians.

Fach class also sent one or two packages 1o Poland
per month, depending upon how much money they
were able to save. During the Sccond World War,
many children belonged to the Ir. Red Cross and
senl packages 1o our soldiers. A school newspaper,
Y5t Mary's Rambler’’. was introduced and the
name was subsequently changed 1o “Bells of St
Maryv's", A $500 Victory Bond was presented 1o
the pastor, The Rev. Francis X. Dominiak, during
the Christmas Haolidays.

The P.T.A. was organized in September 1945 for
the “purpose of developing a closer relationship and
understanding between parents and teachers’ with
dues set at fifty cents, The First President was Mar-
tha Wiczbicki and the first member was Frances
Polkowski. A Christmas Party was held Tor the
school children and the P.T. A, donated $50 to the
church for Christmas, $25 was allocated Tor Easter,
$50 was given to the pastor for the burning of the
mortgaee, and %515 was donated to the Sisters.
The funds Tor these contribulions were raised [Tom
Bingo pames, and weekly dances held every Maon-
day in the school auditorium.

In 1946 S, Mary's was the only Polish Parochial
dr. High School in Lackawanna County. At this
time many improvements were made to the school.
The mterior was painted, linoleum and lile were
placed in several classrooms along with new
secretarial desks and an mter-communicalion sysiem
was installed throughout the school building.

St. Mary’s orchesira was organized under the direc-
tion of Professor Casey Trojanowskl and made 11s
first formal appearance at the graduation exercises
in Junc of 1946. A boys and a girls choir was also
organized and they sang at various affairs conducted
by the parish.

In early 1951, the physical appearance of the school
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gounds was improved, The property around the
whool was paved and served a dual purpose: a ful-
vequipped playveround as well as a parking area.
The P.T AL continued 1o be very active and raised
fads for the schoal by conducting Pillow Case
Yodidls, BEvening ‘Tea Socials, Halloween and
Chrstmas Partles. Bake Sales and Raffles.
Children resiching i the rural areas were (ransporied
12 St Mary's School in the parish station wagon.
With an increasing enrollment of students, 1t was
necessary Lo purchase two school buses Tor lranspor-
wtion. This occurred during the tenure of Father
Uormniak, John Saitkowski drove “The Counlry
Bus™ for approximately 40 years, ““The City Bus™
ahich transported students residing in Dickson Ci-
vand Blakely, was alternately driven by Father
horpusik, Joe ““Jake’ Borelsky, Mike Begey and
log Swierbinski,

[12 begutiful stalue which today graces the froni
ol the school 1s a symbol ol Jesus™ invitation for
il children “*To come unto Him.”" It was placed
and dedicated in 1956,

I order to establish @ more formal dress code,
whool unilorms al blue jumpers with white blouscs
wee introduced for girls in 1957,

[3e school auditorium, under the supervision of
Vsar, Micbrzvdowski, was renovated and
wlecorated. The cormidors were retiled and modern
dichen appliances were installed.

e school continued 1o be stafTed by the Bernar-
dine Sisters but in the late 19500, lay leachers joined
hie faculty.

On October 25, 1959 the P.T.A. was lormally
canged to The Confraternity of Christian Mothers
with 200 members, The objectives ol the orpaniza-
don were For an inercase in spirituality and personal
anctification. To  accomplish these objectives,
rethers received Holv Communion with their
children at the Sunday Mass designated for the par-
deular classes. Grade Mothers were appointed and
uested to cooperate with the classroom Sister or
lehier.

Ihe school saw its last 9th grade eraduating class
i 1964

Afier Father Sikorski became pastor in 1966, more
enovations were undertaken, Classrooms were
winled,  blackboards resurfaced, new  bulletin
hoerds were installed, & new communications system

introduced, and television equipment was placed in
classrooms. Religious mosaic tles were placed in the
fromt entrance of the school. The kitchen was
relocated 1 the basement, a new Noor was Taid in
the auditorium and a new library and audio/visual
imstruction raom Teplaced the old balcony ares.
Mser. Sikorskl outlined plans in 1967 for a new
caleterin: which would have a paid chel and
volunteers in charge, Yarious fundraisers were held
during 1968 Lo delray expenses ol the new caleleria.
Due to rising costs 1L became necessary o charge
tuition in the 1976-1977 school year. The fees were:
$5 per month for the first child, $2.50 for the se-
cond and all others were free.

[n 1979 the 1st issue of St Mary’s Newsletter car-
ried the title “Bluc and White Press.™

Since Msgr. Piorkowski became pastor in 1982, the
school building has been repainted, new insulared
windows installed, offices were renovaled lor the
secretary and principal, a computer network system
for the students was introduced, a security system
was installed, and carpeting laid in the classrooms.
I'he school was accepted into the Middle Statey Ac-
creditation Program. This was no small feat as an
enormous amount of preparation and very sirict
vuidelines had 1o be lollowed o gualifv. This Ac-
creditation has confirmed a commitment to ex-
cellence demonsirated by the school facully.

The Athletic Committec was cstablished in 1983 and
48 boys “signed up™ Lo play basketball and 35 girls
signed on as cheerleaders.

St. Mary's Advisory Board was formed to provide
lor pareni-teacher participation in school atlairs and
in so doing provide for the general welfare of our
students.

One hundred vears ago, parents wanted a better
education for their children and over the vears, con-
stantly met the challenges necessary to accomplish
this end. The school has always been an infegral par
of our parish and the dedication of the Sisters,
Teachers, and Confraternity of Christian Mothcrs
is 1o be commended for continuing this (radition
today.

In 1992, our parents are still concerned about guality
education. St. Mary's School gives our children a
dual advantage. The opportunily 1o excel
scholastically, while providing an environment for
spiritual growth,
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Who Have

e M. Avenesia

i, M. Adetuicle
e 0 Adpidie

i M. Apres

i AL Aifeen

i M Alacogue
. M. Alhertine
i M. Afbinesie
i ML Alageria
S, Alfredn

ke M Alfrealine
oML Alies

G ML Al

v M. Alypsiana
e ML Amialia

o M. Amandine
b M Amag
oM. Arrbraxe
b M Annaclere
v, M. Anecilln

b, M. Andren

ir, . Anieln

S ML Feticia Ann
ir. 4 Koberta Ann
M, Neella i
ir. W dnmerre

e ML Anrainiile
i W, Appaillingria
S M. Areadin

i M, Arekangels
S M Arpold

S, M Aselle

Y, M Axeisa

b ML Aszemprn
o ML Assuenptfa
W M. Asterta

b, W Aupusra
o ML Augusitan
&, M. Austin

i M. Awdlin

Se M. i

e ML et

i M. Meatrice

. M. Benedicr

i M. Hemigna

fr. M. Hemjfawmite
it M. Hevmaderre
it YW Bermprdita
W M Mlandine

i M. Buniface

A M. Romita

W WL Callivta

Y AL Caniila

Yoo M. Candido

b, M, {anisia
YoM Cardrar

b M. Carmenciia
i ML Ceraline

i, W, {ovimir

. M. Cossiane

5. W Marie Cecile
i W {elare

A ML Celesrian

i M. Charlone
A ML Christian

v, ML Lhristine
kM. Chirispine
I, M. Chresanthine
i, ML Claydette
b, 0 A tauedia

i, M, Cluwrfian
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A
M.
M.
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8
M.
M.
M
M.
M.
M,
JH‘
M.

. N
. Eaalrie]

M.
A

Bernardine Sisters

Served at St. Mary’s Visitation Parish

Clemeniissima
Cleopig
Clotilde
Colerie
Conradine
Convalata
Constanoe
Constaniine
Corelle
Cormelin
Cortoma
Crescentiunyg
Cuperine
Cvrethia
Cyrifle

o “Are
Davicicy
Demerria
Dentse
deFan!

. diPadua
. Dolores

Drodorova

. Eronatifla

By

. fhuclane
. Pufceda
. Prulceline

Ihileisvinma

. fberfarde

febigh
feehegril
Edwinalda
Filgen
Elecin
Dleanor
ligia
dokn Ellen
Theresa fillen
Emereniia
Froiiia
Ermnillarna
Emmariuel
Erasna

. Krnestine

Ermeliine
Erigernin
Fuphermia
Eustoehia
Evrnpeletite
Evarist
Febromrin
Felixia
Fides
Flaventia
Flariana
Hlorenilan

. Florentine
. Francella
. Frawncis

Fulpence
Fulgineire

Cronae i

. Cserresin

Cremrevieve

. Chelruming
. Coerald
. Cieralding

Caorvace
Grace
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L Caregary!

. Cartatherra

. Helene

. Srarislaus Helewe
. Herculane

L Hlerman Joseph

L il

. Hildegarde

Huyrriliana
Igmaria

Idepherse
Hlurminaia

. Immucule

Invielafa

. Irene

. [rertine

. dacigueline
L Sadlwingtie

Surearia
Jomgelu
Joanita
Josepha
Ann Joseph
Josephite
Susing

. Judle Marie

Judich
Juniper
Justirian
Haterl
Hilign

. Kunegumdy

Larrheriu

. Laudette
. [aura
. Lauretune

Laureniii

. Leveadia

. Leonetle

. Leanille

. Leanisse

. lL.eanira

. Leapildine
. Loreitelle
LN Loeretia
L Looia

. Luchesin

. Lucretia

. Ludgarde
. Loella

. Ludmilla

. dndwiig

. Magnifica
. Marcelling
. Margaruite
. Marianra

. Marie Dominici
. Marion

. Mariviella
. Marfene

. Jozeplt Mary

Muatea

. Marerna

Mutiida

L Muaithew

Maeera

L Maurpcia
L Moacimilia
. Mechrilde
. Melarria

Melita
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e
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N
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M. Michelle

M. Muarie Meacdest
M. Narivitas
M. Yeomntisio
M. Norberta
M. Cleravian
M. Diiveria

ML (Miverie

M. EMypmpia

M. (roma

M. Pacelli

M. Pachomia
M. Pacifica

M. Paschaline
M. Pawlita

M, Pelagia

M., Perrine

M., Perronelin
ML PRl

M. Presentaiion
M. Profasii

M. Providentio
. Privdeniian
M. Romona
M. Rayeond
M. Raymeri
M. Reginald
M. Revina Murie

. M. Rita

M. Rogor
M. Reomuald

. M. Bosalre

M Rosalie

M. Rosanne

. M. Rurh

M. Xulomen
M. Salvator

. M. Roihleen Serufin

M. Neraphin
M. Xidonio
M. Niena

. M. Sieneyre

. M. Nilvester

. M. Nimeon

. M. Simplicia

. M. Nimpliciana

M. Nixtus

. M. Beolaine

. M. Sponsa

. M. Sponsoria
. M. Ntephaniti

M. Svmiplioric
M. Nymphronio
M. Npliva

M. Telesphore

- M, Teremira

. M. Theodore

M. Teophane
M. Theresn fmmaculate
M. Themuay
M. Falerin

M. Falewria
M. Veronica
M, Verowmice
M. Fivdnmte
M. Virginia
M. Fitalia

M. Virerbia
M. Vivian

M. Wilahursha
M. Wencesinus




Josephine Shander

Joan Green

Mollie McNufty

Ann Toolan

Jaseph Orloski

Christine Hopkiny Albervigi
Linda Skievski

School Principals
1916-17  SR. M. BRONISLAWA
191723 SR. M. SALOMEA
1923-24  SR. M. GERTRUDE
192425  SR. M. JULIANA

SR. M. EUFEMIA
1925-31  SR. M. SALOMEA
193132 SR. M. EMANUEL
1933-38  SR. M. SALOMEA
1938-40  SR. M. DUCLANE
1941-42  SR. M. FILIPINA
1942-43  SR. M. EUFEMIA
194352 SR. M. CHRYSOSTOM
1952-54  SR. M. CLEMENTIAN
1955-60  SR. M. EVANGELINE
1961-63  SR. M, THARSILLA
1964-65  SR. M. HERCULANE
1965-69  SR. M. IGNATIA
1970-75  SR. JOAN IRENE
197686  SR. M. CHARITY
1986-87  SR. ROSE ANTOINETTE
198792 SR. KATHLEEN SERAFIN

Lay Teachers

Theresa Larkin Judith Donaldyon
Karhy Sosnowshki Fincent Pieciochi Kone
Cathy Byrne Marilvn White Miller
Muary Pieski Mary Beth Kostawa
Agnes Meehan Laura Wallo

Daniel Glodek Christine Kowalek

Loiraine flutchens Janer Nowogroski
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THE CONVENT

[napproximarcly 1946, the Sisters numbered 19 and
were living 1n & family tvpe building at DundalT and
Carmalt Sts.

The groundbreakimg lor d new convenl on Carmall
S, ook place on May 6, 1948, It was completed
£acost of $135,000 and dedicated July 24, 1949
1y Bishop Hafey of Scranton. The new convent was
dgrned to house 19 sisters and contained 20
wiicles, a suite of rooms lor Mother Superior, a
Music Room, Chapel, two reception rooms, modern
lundry room and a completely equipped kitchen.

Three piciics were held at Polomia Park on July
2nd, 3rd and 4th, August 13th, 14th and 15th as
well as on September 3rd, 4th and 5th of 1949 10
help pay off the convent debt,

In 1987-1988, under Msgr. Piorkowski’s direction,
# major renovation of the convent ook place. Sixty-
seven windows were replaced. bedrooms were
enlarged, carpeting was installed throughout the
convent, the communily room was enlarged and
recliners purchased for each sister’s room.
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SISTERS AT CONVENT
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GIRL'S BASKETBALL TEAM 1926

BOWILING TEAM CLHEAMPIONS 1966




ATHLETICS

Az our parish grew in size and Mounished spiritual-
Iy, the 1930's brought out the athletic abilities in
pir men and boys. Encouraged by a clergy that
telieved in the adage “‘A strong body makes a
arong mund,”” baseball and basketball teams were
organized.

With the blessings and approval of Msgr. Stanley
srpotanski, a basketball team was formed in 1929,
and had successful seasons for the next thirteen
wears, losing only two games. After World War 11
darted in 1941, almost all of the playvers were
drafted or enlisted in the armed services. When the
war ended, St. Mary's Catholic War Veterans
Baskethall Team organized and joined the County
Catholic War Veterans League. Jack Komszewski
wrved as team coach and Sylvester Kazmerski wis
ramed captain. The team completed an undelcated
eason by winning the Brooks Tournament at the
Seranton Y. MLC.A., cnding with a 25-0 record.
it Mary’s Baseball team was formed in 1934, and
was enrolled in the County Diamond League. The
mavers ran weekly dances at the Parish hall and the
roceeds were used to purchase atiractive uniforms
and equipment, The team was gifted with talent and
dedication, and went on to win championships in
iz Diamond, International, and County Leagues.
Syivester “*Cy"' Kazmerski, John Nuzback, and Ed-
ward “'Zat”" Zitterman served as managers during
these winning seasons. It was not uncommon for
ke plavers to meet in the school before a big game

-------
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COACH
CY KAZMERSKI

to recite the rosary and other prayers. Sunday home
games were plaved at the Crystal Gardens field
which was located on Main Sireet in the area of
Miles Plot. The games were attended by thousands
of cheering fans. The team reaped a lot of publici-
v locally and sports banguets were held in their
honor.

In 1948, assistant pastor Rev. Henry B. Korpusik
invited *“Cy"" Kazmerski to organize and coach the
parish school basketball team. Boys from grades 5
through 9 were invited to join and participate, The
response was great and more than 50 students
enrolled. Teams were divided into two classes: 5th
to 7th grades and 8th and 9th grades. Praclices were
held at the school auditorium two or three nights
a week by Coach Kazmerski, who not only trained
the boys in all the fundamentals of the game, but
also stressed discipline and high ideals in the
voungslers.

A cheerleading squad was formed by the girls to
support and encourage the teams. Games were
organized with other parochial and public schools
and the team spirit ran high resulting in many suc-
cessful seasons with very few losses. Some of the
boys became oulstanding players and went on Lo
be valued athletes in high school and college.
Two of our athletes who achieved professional
status were Joe Glenn, who became a catcher lor
the New York Yankees, and Jack Koniszewski, who
was a tackle for the Washington Redskins.
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Welcome .o e Richard Bednarczvk
Centenary Chairmar
President, Parish Council

Mattore]l Anthem ooeosarers s S onaynas s imnnsnisni: Assembly

TAVOCatiom - . .o e e Reverend Patrick L. Albert
Parochl Viear
Visitation 8. V.M. Church

..................................... Richard Bednarczvk
Cenienary Chairman
D
LHRer

Introduction of Toastmaster ..o i Richard Bednarczvk
Centenary Chairman

TOASIMASTET . o v o e et e vt e e e reassn Vincent P. Wiercinski
Mavor of Dicksaon City
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R e e 3 e i 2.5 Arty. John E. V. Pieski

Musical Presentation ... .. ... ... ... ._....... Lorraine Hutchons
Director, St Mary's Aduli Choir

Ronald Rreszewski, Dorothy Butkiewics

Carol Visbisky, Stacey Bishop,

Phvllis Lavetsky, Cherie Ann Lisowski

Acknowledgement .., . Reverend Maonsignor Stanley W, Plorkowski
Pastar
Bomedl fetiom. s s Tl Heverend Stefan Krawontka

Parachial Vicar
Fisitation 8. V.M. Church
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VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PARISH,
DICKSON CITY CENTENNIAL ADDRESS
ATTORNEY JOHN E. V. PIESKI, DISTRICT JUSTICE

Maonsignor Stanley Plorkowski,

Reverend Fathers, Venerable Sisters,

“ayor,

Mr, Chairman,

My Wife, Sharom,

Brother and Sister Parishioners,

All Brothers and Sisters,

Thank vou for being here together,

And g special thank you to everyone on the commit-
[ees Tor your splendid efforts with outstanding results,

God bless yvou,

“When the son of man comes in His glory, ... all na-
tions will be gathered in His presence, ...

And then He will say

For | was hungry, and you gave me food; rhirsty, and
vou gave me drink; [ was g stranger, and vou brought me
home: naked, and you clothed me; sick and you cared for
me; a prisoner, and you came 1o me,

Whergupon the just will answer, Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry, and fed vou, ot thirsty, and gave vour
drink? When was it that we saw you a stranger, and brought
you home, or naked, and clothed you? When was it that
W saw vou sich or in prison and came o you?

And the Lord will answer them, believe e, when you
did il 1o one ol these the least of my brethren, voue did it
1o me"

We should meditate upon these waords in our recollec-
rion of the history and works of our Visitation of the Bless-
ed Virgin May Parish, because they imbued a deeper mean-
ing into what has been done and 15 being donce.

When a school is built and children are educated, those
whir help also help our Lord.

When an offering s prven at Mass, an olTering 15 also
made t0 our Lord.

When comfaort is given to aur neighbors who are in dif-
fieulty, comfort is also given to our Lord.

When someone who has turned his back on our Lord
15 embraced, our Lord 15 alse embraced.

We shouolbd also reflect upon our history as a light, which
wie must search, not only to konow, but by which to lear,
so that what we give today, may help another give
TOMmOrrow,

Dickson Ciry, in which our parish is centered, was first
sottled by a war worn veteran of the Amencan Revolation,
Timothy Stevens, o 1786, who muoved his family from Mew
York.

A decade later others settled here, forming a communicy
of pioneery in relative solitude who lived off the earrh.

In 1859, an event occurred which would change our
community forever.

That was the vear, o coal mining drift, ina hillsicle wesl
af what later became Store's Colliery, and a shaft and a
hreaker were first opened.

In 1880, John Jermyn sank the Johnson Mine Shafi,
near the meadow where the first settlers had lived, which
began a rapid industrial development and population
ITICT CREE

Coal, for betler and for worse, changed the earth and

Lhe people,

It was the magnet that brought the Palish, Slovac,
Russian, lIrish, English, German, Ttalian and other m
migrants here from aeross the Atlantic Ocean.

| sav lor better and for worse, because the indusory L
brought our ancestors here, gave many on the one han
freedom and a new homeland, but on the other hand shacs
ed many to the mines and misery.

When there was a death 1n the mines rhe body of ik
miner wis discarded on the porch of the widow, witho
food withoutl sympathy.

I'he orphaned children were not sent Lo schoals, by
Lo the munes, Lo Bave ther limbs and bodaes also crushed
their lungs ‘diseased. their minds wasted, their spir:
suffocared.

In the midst of prosperity, the greed of those wha own
¢ the coal brought horror,

These widews and orphans had nowhere o tues o
help, except the church, not only for the life ol their soub
bul for the life of their bodies,

[f is in these trying circumstances thar we must considy
the extremely difficult ministry of our first priests,

The amazing courdse of our ancestaors Lo nol enly s
vive bul Lo grow,

And the wondrous grace of God and His molber
made it all possible,

It is through our priests, that

We are welcomed in baptism.

We receive the Holy Spirit in Confirmation,

Our spirits and bodies are healed in reconciliation anl
the anointing of the ill,

The body dnd blood of Christ is offered to us,

Some of us are undted i matrimoeny,

And we work together as a parish doing unto our Lo
and all of his brethren.

Each pricst has been called by the first priest who sl
“Follow me and T will make vou into fishers of men .,
a% the Father sent me, so | am sending vou.™

We have been fortunate in Saint Mary’s 1o have i
such fishers of men who have done their utmest o follo
this charge,

Before we had g church, our ancestors had toowalk
Scrantan, and later to the Holy Ghost Chuareh in Olyphas,
often through (Tozen ce and snow o atlend mass, and pa
take af the sacraments,

Reverend Brano Gramlewicz, who resided in Nantizei
also traveled here to minister 1o the 40 Palish Cathely
Familics.

Father Hlehik advised as to the building of the fin
church.

On July 4, 1890 Bishop William O Hara consecrsi
aur first church on Carmalr Street, in the progressive villig
of Priceburg. Tt seated 200 people on the site of the preso
gurdpge between the rectory and che sister’s home,

Even at rhe that time the spiritual and mental edug
tion of Lheir children was at the pinnacle of their concers
as proven by the fact that the first school, with
teachers, was in the hasement of the church,
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Janpary 4dth, he designated Facher Bronislaus
lvanowski, as our first resident pastor, Without a rectory
he resided on Main Street with the Thomas Krajnik family.
His brother completed the altars in the church,

The parishand chorch were named in honor of Mary,
owho the polish people have always had a special devotion.

They choose Lo emphasice a very beautiful moment of
ae e by the name “Visitation of the Hlessed Virgin
Mury'!,

oo Mary rose ap and went with all hasie Lo a town
if Juta, ... and ther entering in-she gave Elizabeth greeting.
No sooner had Elizabeth heard Mary's ereeting; than the
diild feaped in her womb; and Elizabetl heesell was [illed
with the Holy Spirit: so that she eried out with a loud voilce,
Messed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of
thy wamb. How have 1 deserved to be thus visited by the
Mother of my Lord? Why, as soon as ever the voice of thy
preeting sounded inomy ears, the child in my womb leaped
‘or jay, Blessed art thou for thy belicving: the message that
wits browght 1o thee Trom the Lord shall have Tultillment”.

“And Mary said, My soul magnifies the Losd; my
spinit has found jov in God, who is my Savieur, because
he has booked graciousty upen the lowliness ol his hand-
md. Behold, from this day forward generations will count
e blessed; because be who is mighty, he whose name is
holy has weought for me his wonders, He has merey upon
hose who fear him, from generation to generarion ,.."

[t toak hard work, faith, hope, love, and this mercy
of pur Father m heaven, o build a church such as we have,
i the midst of the dawn to dusk daily work o the bowels
il the earth.

Bul they dicl i,

I'lie second pastor was Father Joseph Dudkiewicz who
bezause of the rapid growth was confronred with the rask
of comstructing a new church 4 times the size of the existing
png, with little funds, The fraternal speiety of Suinl Joscph
faok up the chaltenge and hegan collecting donanons doaor
I divivr rivmmt as Fur away as Forest City.

Therelore the beginoimg of our church is also rooted
I the love of our neighbors, beyond our parish. who also
s in us, Chrise,

Movember 16, 1911 oor new church was dedicated by
Fishap Michael Hoban, and Saint Mary's hecame the
Mather Chureh for other Polish chorches in the surroui-
fing. 1owns.

The first church was then converted inte a schoal,

Through the devation of the Bernading Sisters of Raint
Francis, our school was tully statfed with tcachers.

In 1916 Sister Marv Bromslawa became the first
principal,

Wohen the Reverand Stanislaus Szpotanski became o
(hird pastor in 1917, we had a church, a school, and a
smetery, bur the interior of the church was not complete.

Acsturdy slate roof replaced a tin roofl, and the interjor
of the church was completed ineluding the heautiful pain-
angs of the ¥istaton, Immaculate Conceplion, Resurrec-
fon, Ascension, and Assumplion,

Showing loresight, he also bought the coal rights, under
pur property, to stop the mining companies from destrow-
me what fath, love and hope had built, and purchased Land
for the new cemetery.,

[n 1927, the new school was dedicated, opening up Lo
ang thousand two hundred children, a new lile, and a new
fuiure.

Mot anly did our parents and their parents see Christ
in our children, bul also in the aped and the poor, as a
minisley wis undertaken to those who resided at whar was
krown as the Blakely Home. Additional missions were also
gstablished in other towns.

But all of this required physical growth had 11s woll a3
the debt mounted ro $176,000.00, at the time & depression
devasted our arca.

The Reverend Praneis X, Dominiak, became our fourth
pastor i [943,

It iz he, of whom 1, and many others here, have our
earliest rememberance.

Al thar time Sister Mary Chrysostom was principal of
our school, with an enrollment reduced by then o half of
whiat 1t first wiis, Many of us also remember her guidance
durnng our sehool vedrs,

FFather Dominiak did not stand still, but wenrt farward.
With the help our patroness. he began a new era of spiritual
and material growth, intertwined as that before,

In three short vears, in a dramatic ceremany, in 19446,
the mortgage was burned, demenstrating an cnd to that
milestone debi.

Father Dominiak built a much needsd new convent for
the Sisters upon whom we so much depend. In 1948 and
14944,

a new home, the present rectoty, was completed for our
4 pricsts in 195,

The Polonia Park was purchased Teom [ve socicties.

Massive improvements and repairs were made,

I'he parish grounds were officially designated as Saint
Mary's Square by Dickson Ciry Council.

The Statne memorializing the call of the livtle children
unto Christ was placed in front of our school in 1956,

The Confraternity of Christian Doctring, to expand the
teaching of the word of God, was organized in 1957 by
Father Clement Markowski.

| remember Seplember 2, 1957 1 was in church for mass
and heard the bells bepin to toll, so sadly, so saftly. Soon
we all knew why.

Father Dominiak had died, the dayv before.

Again our shepherd changed, as God took him, but the
blessings and zcal carrled on.

Revercnd Poeter Michreydowskl became our Tifth pastor
i 1957, He was soon elevated 1o Domestic Prelate, an honor
pot only to hin, but to our parish.

He instituted perpetual care of the cemetery in respect
for our loved ones; who have gone 1o their eternal life with
God,

He alse dircered exiensive renovations and repairs Lo
our church and school, including the new altar, tabernacle,
and Last Supper mosaie,

Mg a visible rememberance during cach mass, of the day
Christ offered His body and blood m the first mass.

What is lirtle known aboul Monsignor Niebreydowsha
is the extensive financial help he gave to those noneed, from
his personal funds, especially those who could not allord
an education they justly deserved.

Reverend Clarence Sikorski became our sixth pastor,
im 1965, We alsoo were honored by his clevation (o a
Monsignor.

He was a4 kind and compassionate shepherd who ae-
complished his leadership in a quiet manuer.

Armong his improvements was a larger modern school
kirchen ro help feed our students, an andio-visoal instrug-



tion room with 4 new school library to help nourish their
minds, and a beaulilul erucifis of our Lord, giving His life
for us, al the church entrance 1o help clevale our souls.

Our seventh pastor has been with us one decade, Mon-
signor Stantey W, Piorkowski,

Again, through the intercession of our patron saint, the
most blessed among all women, we have been hiessed with
a Christ-like shepherd to help us through the unigue
demands of our present Lme.

Monsignor Plorkowski upon his arrival wo our parish,
saw something many of us did not. The ravages of the
elements had caused structural weaknesses in our church,
the third largest in the diocese, which il ol repaired at onde,
would have caused severe damage to that which vears of
sacrifice had built.

He immedialely began making these essential im-
provements in the structure of our church, as be also began
his efforts ro make improvements in the structure of our
spiritual lives.

With a solid foundation, neither the spiritual nor the
physical can survive, ler alone srow,

Monsignor Piorkowski then renewed that which visibly
had been slowly deteriorating, Lhe beauly of our church.

But rather than meeely restore our church, he has in-
creased 108 magniGeence,

Although this task has been formidable, it has not
diminished his efforts to renew our spirits, which over time
are drawn to hecome complacent. Bot again, rather than
merely help us renew our spirits, he has also helped inerease
our spiritual growth.

It 1 a new look, both outside and inside,

When | come into our church, [ nol only sce the new,
1 feel that I am back from where | came.

The past yvears become one with the presént.

There is a sense of an eternal constant in a changing
wiorld,

A renewal, and prowth.
This year, 1992, Saint Mary's was united with 5ain

e

|'homas the Apaostle Church, and Monsignor Piorkowh
became pastor of bath.

Our past does nol end.

1L is the foundalion ol our presenl.

Our present is not soon gone. 1 the beginning of au
future.

We look Torward 1o the Furure of our parish and oo
people, those of us who remain, and those of us whe hae
lcft,

Many ol our childrén, as my daughter Lyon Marie gnd
niy son Johnoy, have either gone ar may be going (o
far corners of this nation and this earth,

This olten brines sadness and coneern Uor Lhe falure
but | am reminded that Christ kept not his apostlas i
Jernsalem. He sent them to the far corners of the nation
and the earth.

[ 1% cur hope that our children will take with ther,
and plant, the seeds of the love that grow here, the sexds
that aur mothers and fathers sowed, and those before, o,
who reached] from across an ocean, (o come to ths Far cor-
ner of the earth.

The worde of Christ are eternal, but the faces of thos
in whom he dwells chanpes.

b what new Faces shall we look and see our Lerd!

What new challenges confront us and shall conlron
our children?

And the Lord will say,

[ was homeless, and vou said we must build Fooms,

I was hungry,-and vou said 1 lived too Far away,

| waus Lhirsty, and you poisoned my waters.

I was lost, and vou turned away, when they tried o
corruplt my body.

1 was ignorant, and vou said morality must be ke
from my cducation.

I was old and ill, and you said | have the right to die,

I was naked, and you said | have no right ta be bom,

Shall we ask, when?
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“Now I will praise those godly men, our ancestors, each
in his own time:
The abounding glory of the Most High's portion, his
own part, since the days of old.
Subduers of the land in kingly fashion men of renown
JSor their might,
Or counselors in their prudence, or seers of all things in
prophecy;
Resolute princes of the folk, and governors with their
staves;
Authors skilled in composition, and Jorgers of epigrams
with their spikes;
Composers of melodious psalms, or discoursers on lyric
themes;
Stalwart men, solidly established and at peace in their
OWR esfgles —
All these were glorious in their time, each illustrious in
s dav.
Some of them have left behind a name and men recount
their praiseworthy deeds;
But of others there is no memory, for when they ceased,
they ceased.
And they are as though they had not lived, they and
their children after them;
Yet these also were godly men whose virtues have not
been forgotten;
Their wealth remains in their families, their heritage
with their descendants;
Through God’s covenant with them their Jamily endures,
their posterity for their sake.
And for all time their progency will endure, their glory
will never be blotied oul;
Their bodies are peacefully laid away, but their name
lives on and on.
At gatherings their wisdom is retold and the assembly

proclaims their praise.
Sirach 44:1-15




MEMORITALS

Altar of Sacrifice

Baptismal Foni

Pulpit

Main Altar

Sacred Heart Altar

Blessed Mother Altar

Our Lady of Perpeiual Help Picture
Our Lady of Czestochowa Piclure

Rosemary Krzyna

Holy Name Sociely

Aunn Lapinski

Frances Bushinski

Dorothy & Bernard Plevyak
Frances Swartz & Marion Badyrka
Loilie & Mariella Selvenis

Lena Jerierski

WINDOW MEMORIALS

Symbol Window
St. Joseph Window
Symbol Window

St. Vincent Window
Emblem Choir Window

Sacristy Window
Sanctuary Window

STATIONS OF

Yadzik Family

Yadzik Family

Mrs. Elizabeth Rotkowski Family
& Yadzik Pamily

Mrs. Elizabeth Rutkowski

& Carol & Thomas Doherty
Adele Rydzewski & Family
Theresa Warhalic & Sons

Lottic (zolzak

THE CROSS

Oth Station
10th Station

Paul Kobierecki

Irene Luchansky & Sons
& Grandsons

Joseph & Pearl Obsi
Catherine Adamski
Mary Ann Kovaleski
Leo David

Anonymous

Irene Czarnecki

st Stalion
Ind Siafion

In memory of Bernice Bielinski
Alice Staniszewski

& Jean Fielinski

Jumes & Geraldine Miskowski
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wicrcinski
John & Marie Slaboda

& Irene Prorock

Rosemary Krzyvna

Yrd Station
dth Station
Sih Station
il Station
Tth Station
Bih Siation

11th Siation
12th Station
13th Station

14ih Station

WINDOWS

Transcepl Window - Faith, Hope and Charity — Verna Taraszkiewicz
Immaculale Conception — Parents & Grandparents of Brian John Thomas
Si. Anne Ron, Joan & Brian Thomas

St. Francis of Assisi — Mrs. Helen Johnson

Our Lady of the Rosary — Mrs. Helen Johnson

St James — Charles & Josephine shander

St. Bridget — Charles & Josephine Shander

5. John Kanly — Joseph & Naney Yarosh

St. Steven — Joseph Yarosh

5. Andrew — Sharon & John T, V. Pieski, Lynn Marie & John

St. elen — Frank & Margaret Tlarris

St. Michael the Archangel — Eugene Buui, Artisi, Crafisman, lovenlor, Friend
S5t. Hedwig — Frank & Margaret Harris

S5i. John the Baptisi — Lottie Smith

St. Catherine — Lotlie Smith, Daughter

5i. Francis Xavier — Alice Staniszewski

St. Apolonia — Jean Zielinski

St Stanislaus Kostka — Stephania Rutkowski

51. Aloysius — Dorothy & Bernard Plevyak

St. Francis de Sales — Edward Chwasciewski

S5i. Anthony of Padua — Chester & Ann Lapinski




Centennial Benefactors

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Shander
Ms. Rosemary Krzvna

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Harris

Bfir. & Mrs. Bernard L. Plevyak
Arty, & Mrs, John E. ¥, Pieski
Si. Ann's Society

Mrs. Helen Johnson

Mrs. Stephanic Maslankoski
Mrs. Anna Lapinski

Mr. & Mrs. James Kisel

Mirs. Adele Rydzewski

Mrs. Carol Boyle

Mrs. Helen B. Scesney

Mrs, Pauline Valios

Mrs. Frances Bushinski

Mrs. Frances Swariz

Miss Marion Badyrka

Mr. & Mrs. John Kobierecki, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Yausm

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Prorock
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Thomas
Mr. & Mrs, Norbert B, Pieski
Mr. & Mrs, Leonard Shalkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Wilishire
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Wassell

Mr. & Mrs. John Slaboda

Mr. & Mrs, Carl A. Wesneski
Mrs. Genevieve Farelski

Mr, & Mrs, Leonard T. Sowinski
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Liomek
Mrs. Anna Walczak

Pr. & Mrs. Stanley Stachace
Mr. & Mrs, Kenneth Senkow
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wiercinski
Mr. Walter seescila

Has-Mor Industries

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Kolocki, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs, Joseph Fiegener
Mrs. Cornelia Muaro

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Guzzi

Mr. Thaddeus Yazdzik

Mrs. Victoria Codiroli

Mr, & Mrs. Waller Karoscik
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Grochowski
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kuzmick
Mr. & Mrs. John Kujda

Mrs. Mildred Orhish

Mr. Francis J. Polkowski

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Chmielewski
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Jarosh
Mr. & Mrs. Giles Morzan

Mr. Mark Brojack

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Gallis, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs., William Federko
Mr. Gerald Skwish

Mr. & Mrs. John Olinyk

Miss Monica Michalcevk

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Mazur

Mr. Stanlev Klimaszewski

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Kashuba
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Krawceyk
Miss Lucille Wyseyvnski

Mr. Chester Streminski

Mrs. Emily Ferguson

Mr. & Mrs. Michacl Kula

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Lukasiewicz
Mr. & Mrs., Walter R, Bliss
Mr. & Mrs. Johin Edward Roche, Sr.
Miss Elaine Kurmas

Mrs. Sophie Gotlewski

Mrs. Irenc Luchansky

Mrs. Josephine Golinski

Mrs. Pauline Wyszynski

Mrs. Pearl Pawloski

D, & Mrs. James Roche

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Sajlkowski
Mrs. Alice Wasilisin

Mrs. Lavreen Tylenda

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Prushinski
Mr. & Mrs Charles W. Kaszuba
Mr. & Mre, Viclor Yoronko
Mrs. Anastasia Turock

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Perko

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sparrow
Mr. & Mrs Joseph Sowinski
Mr. & Mrs. Carmine Scalise
Mr. & Mrs, Stanley ¥Viesewski, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley J. Zuceck
Mrs. Mary YVoroscak

Miss Christine Kowalski

Miss lrene Prorock

Miss Aurclia Zebrowski

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Telesz, Sr.
Mr. Stanley Yarosheski

Mirs., Mary Wilsey

Miss Hedwig Tylend:a

Atty, & Mrs. Rayvmond Pilch
Miss Melania Teter

Mr. Jolin Ramik

Mr. & Mrs. Michacl Sheruda
Mr. & Mrs. Zigmund T. Batory
Miss Mary (brish

Mr. & Mrs. Walier E. Nykaza
Mr. & Mrs., Daniel Kaleta

Mr. & Mrs. John Echan

Mr. Alexander Pacekowski
Mr. Matihew Marcin

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Avaschicri
Mr. & Mri. Thomus Melin
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Obst

Mr. & Mrs. Willinm Kropa
Mr. Stanley Kutvla

Mrs. Eleanor Eenotovich




Centennial Benefactors

Mr, & Mrs. Daniel Holeva

Mr. & Mrs. Paol Macknosky
Miss Andrea Ann Marcinkevice
Miss Geraldine Mareinkevicz
Mr. Donald Bedarezyvk

Mr. & Mrs. James Kanton

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kobierecki
Mr. & Mrs. Richard 1. Bednarceyk
Mr. & Mrs, Jacab Onesky

Mr, & Mrs. Joseph Bednarcryk
Mrs. Eleanor Reminskey

Mr. & Mrs. Leonurd Marchines, sr.
Mr, Leo David

Mr. Edward Chwasciewski

Mr. & Mr:, Walter Adreski

Mr. & Mrs. William Barreii
Mr. JToseph Brojack

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Meomni

Mr., & Mrs. Jomes Miskowski
Mr. & M. Andrew Broskey
Mrs, Angeline Marcinkevice

Mr, & Mrs. Fogene J. Domski
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Bartkovsky
Mrs. Alexundra Staniszewski
Mrs. Genevieve Tawarowski
Mr. Puul Pollock

Mrs. Anna Spolnik

Mr. Joho 1. Pollock

Mprs. Sophic Paruevoski

Mrs. Anng Pollock

Mrs, Antoinetie Cichocki

Mrs. Joseph Masler

Mrs. Josephine Palka

Mr, & Mrs. Joseph Kozlowski, Sr.
Mr, & Mrs. Telesfore Kalinowski
Wirs, Teona M. Coveleskie

Mr. & Mrs. Georee Kiselica
Wir, & Mrs. Alexander Piela
Mr. & Mry. Frunk T. Sobowiak
Mr. Robert 5. Perko

M, & Mrs, Theodare J, Tomaszewski
Mr, & Mrzs, Joseph Tomezyk
Mr. & Mrs. John Radikowski
Mrs. Stephanie Rutkowski

Mr., & Mrs, Rohert Wnuk

Mr., Anthony Kardiell

Mrs. Lottic D). Falton

Mrs. Anna Grotkowski

Mrs. Lottic Adranovice

Mrs. Elizabeth Killian

Mirs. Stosin Niemotka

Miss Pearl Jakucewice

Miss Victoria Jean Ziclinski
Miss Lorraing Stempniak

Mr, & Mrs, Stanley Smola

Miss Ann Sirvminski

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Wontroski

Mr. & Mrs, Stankey T yvminski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Ruszkowski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Creavy

Mr. & Mrs. David Romancryk
In Memory of Conpie Kipikas
Mr. & Mrs. John Wiktar

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Paolcha
Mrs. Rose Yarosh

Frances Lubniewski

M. Margaret Kovacic

Mr. John Chewaski

Mr. Walter Tylenda

Mrs. Rosemury Yankovich

Mr. & Mrs. Yincenl Buthiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Joseph
Miss Helen Lihudriewski

Mr. & Mrs. Luwrence Holeva
Mr. & Mmi. James P. Boecardo
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Flunnery
Mr. John Kalinowski

Mr. & Mrs. Stanfey Krevkwa
Mrs. Ann Karmolinski

Miss Loreita Kovalski

Mr. & Mrs. John Bokowski
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Bednarz, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Muaza
Mr. & Mrs. John Gillern

Mr. John Jezierski

Mr. & Mrs. John Mazur

Mrs, Lonize Ball

Mr, & Mrs. Roman Ostrowski
Mr., & Mrs. Vinceni Bielinski
Mr., & Mrs. Alfred A. Malinowski
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome A, Canevari
Mr, & Mrs. Prank (Meski, Sr.
Mrs. Mary Kapuschansky

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph G. Kuha
Mr. Charles Golik

Mr. & Mrs. Alphonse Amhrose
Miss Mary Mowsacki

Myrs, Stefania Holeva

Misz Fleanar Pawlowski

Mrs. Helen Rarlavige

Mr. & Mrs, Michacl Jaskulski
Mr. & Mrs. Sianley Viesewski
Mrs. Helen Kurmias Buoza

Miss Marie Sochocki

Mr. & Mrs. John R. Sobieski
Mr. Andrew Moncak

Mrs. Mary M. Jakohi

Mr. & Mre, William Paolish
Mrs. Leona Siock

Mr. kanicl Golinski

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Skowranski
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Tarnosky
M. & Mrs, Mariin Tully

Mr. Theodore Tomko




Centennial Benefactors

Mrs. Marcia Tranovich

Mrs. Anna Wojciechowski
Mrs. Stasia Paolanin

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pociask
Mr. & Mrs. Fugene Vanston
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lesnesky
Mr. Leonard 5. Pietrewics
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Wioneek
Mr. Stanley Remick

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent P, Wiercinski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Yeselavape Sr.
Mr, & Mrs. John Sosnowski
Mr. Panl Yazinski
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Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Dando Mr. & Mrs. Panl Margoetie
Mr. & Mrs. John Shyeelski Mr. & Mrs. Bernard M. Jacukowice
Mr. & Mrs. JTeffrey Powanda Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Davitt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Meoni Ms. Louise Snider
Mrs. Trene Mishura Mr. & Mrs. Waller Dembosky
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Kacrkowski Mr. & Mrs. Edward Rojek
Mr. & Mrs. John J. Maza Mr. Brian Iranovich
Mr, & Mry. Mark Grandinetti Mr. & Mrs. Peter Panlish
Mr. & Mrs, Waller Niemotka John & Josie Hammond
Miss MNancy T. Michalik Mr.Edward Tranovich, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Kolac Mrs. Barbara Reichle
Mr. & Mrs, Gary Laniewski Mr. Frunk Baranowski
Mrs. Catherine Santarelli Sophic & Dorothy D' Alfonso
Mr. & Mre. Robert Krawezyk Mr. & Mrs. John Parchinski
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kropiewicki Miss Jenniter Novack
Marie Lisu Bonacei Mr. Robert Yeselavape, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kwiec Miss Joun Niemotka
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Cravath Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Mol
Mrs. Josephine Paieski Mrs. Annette Cabay
Mr. & Mr<. Henry Lapinshi Mr. Clement Kosiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sabia Raymaond Cordell
Mr. & Mrs, Angelo Forgione Miss Sophie Pezanowski
Miss Lisa Kafaha Miss Wanda Kazierski
Mrs. Hedwig Mr. & Mrs. Robert Torre
Mrs. Luraine Lucas Mr. & Mrs. William Defacio

Mr. & Mrs. Michuael May Mr. Dumniel Mol, Jr.




WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE
GENEROSITY AND LOVE OF THE
BUSINESSES, FRIENDS, AND
PARISHIONERS WHOSE MESSAGES
YOd WILL FIND iN THE
SUCCEEDING PAGES OF THIS BOOK.

THE CENTENARY BOOK COMMITTEE
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ON THIS HISTORIC EVENT. . .
Congratulations and Best Wishes

to the Parish of

Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church

GIBBONS MOTOR SALES
NEW LOCATION
950 Main Street
Dickson City, PA 18519

.

and Msgr. Stanley W. Piorkowski

N

7




THE CRAFTSMEN OF THE BAUT STUDIOS
ARE PLEASED TO BE INVOLVED
IN THE RESTORATION OF
ST. MARY’S VISITATION PARISH
THROUGH THE INSTALLATION OF
NEW ALUMINUM SASH

AND THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE
MAGNIFICENT STAINED GLASS.

BAUT STUDIOS

1095 Main Street
Swoyersville, Pennsylvania

Phone: 288-1431
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Get the ‘PIONEER" Spirit!!!

'\—.

PIONEER

IVIERICAN
MEMBER F.D..C. BANIK «x

41 N. MAIN STREET, CARBONDALE, PA 18407-2357
Phone (717) 2822662 — 342-8135

DICKSON CITY OFFICES:
Main & Bouleverd Avenue AND
Maln Avenua Drive-In
Dickson City, PA 18518
(T17) 489-7519 — 489-7274

ARCHBALD OFFICE
3 John F. Kennedy Drive
Archbald, PA 18403
{717) BT8-1480

MAYFIELD OFFICE:
500 Lackawenna Avenua
Maylleld, PA 18433
(T17) 876-3720
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2121 Brown Avenue
Scranton, PA 18509

Phone: 717-344-8626 FAX: 717-344-3725

L

Congratulations

JAMES and MARY ANN KISEL
and
FAMILY




National Bank

OF OLYPHANT

Member FDIC

OLYPHANT + SCRANTON

Discover the Difference.

128 Lackawanna Ave. 1300 Wyoming Ave.
Olyphant, PA 18447 Scranton, PA 18509
489-4721 961-2402

FULL SERVICE BANK
DRIVE-UP WINDOW

BANKING HOURS — LOBBY AND DRIVE-IN WINDOW:
DAILY 9 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. — FRIDAY 'TIL 7 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. TO 12:30 P.M.

Member F.D.I.C Deposits Insured Up To $100,000




Our past does not end. It is the foundation of our present.
Our present is not soon gone.
It is the beginning of our future.

Attorney John E.V. and Sharon Pieski
Lynn Marie and John Harris




Gerald, Patricia
&

Gerald Edward
Luchansky
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Steve Mazur Thomas Mazur

Frank Mazur

Our Family Serving Your Family

Since 1957

FRANK T. MAZUR
FUNERAL HOME
519 Dundaff St — Dickson City, PA




FOR THOSE | LOVE
For those who love me. . .
When | am gone release me, let me go. . .
I have so many things to see and do.
You must not tie yourself to me with tears.
Be happy that we had so many years.
| gave you my love, You can only guess
how much you gave me in happiness.
| thank you for the love you have shown
But—now it's time | traveled on alfone.

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must,
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.

It’s only for a while that we must part.

So bless the memories that lie within your heart,
| won't be far away, for life goes on.

So if you need me, call and | will come.
Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near.,
And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear
all of my love around you soft and clear.

And then when you must come this way alone. . .

rr

I'll greet you with a smile and “welcome home,
Author Unknown




Remembering husband and father

ANTHONY SWARTZ

for the love and service

he gave to his church

with love

FRANCES & MARION




In Loving Memory of

ANTONI & WLADYSLAWA WISNIEWSKI
JAKUB & KATARZYNA MYSKOSKI

Parents of
Karol Wisniewski &
Jadwiga Myskowski Wisniewski

Grand-Parents of

Carl Anthony — Richard Lawrence

Anthony Carl — Barbara Ann
Paul Robert




DECEASED MEMBERS
OF

ORBISH

MARCINKEVICZ
FAMILIES




JOHN J. KRAJEWSKI

Former Organist and Choir Director
of
St. Mary’s Visitation Church

1927 — 1943

In Loving Memory
Wife
Catherine




In Memory of

MICHAEL & APOLONIA
PAWLOWSKI FAMILY
Son Edward & Grandson Stephen

STANLEY & MARTHA
(PAWLOWSKI) VISBISKY

ZIGMOND & PEARL (PAWLOWSKI)
DOBRENIECKI & FAMILY
& SON — EDWARD




In loving memory
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of j:)arren.ts
John and Amelia Kolucki

and brother
Rev. Stanislaus J. Kolucki

by
daughter and sister
FLORENCE
and husband
FRANK WIERCINSKI & FAMILY




In Loving Memory

of a Kind &
Devoted Husband
GEORGE TUROCK

by

Wife, Anastasia

In Memory of

JOSEPH V. SIOCK

by Wife, Children & Grandchildren




In Loving Memory and in Living Tribute to
A Founding Family of
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church

Jan Soboniewski, Father 1866-1947
Maria Soboniewski, Mother 1863-1946
Joanna S. Soboniewski, Daughter 1898-1987
Bella S. Soboniewski, Daughter 1902-1987
On this Memorable Occasion
We Hold Dear the Memories of Yesterday

By Son
SIGMOND SOBONIEWSKI

In loving memory of the
Deceased members In memory of

of the Parents

ZALESKI EAMILY JOHN & MARTHA BEIN
Francis & Mary, Grandparents

Anthony & Bella, Parents from

Leonard & Dennis, Sons Children

MARTIN BEIN
Offered by s

MADGE ZALESKI MIKULSKI MARIA SMITH
BERNARDINE ZALESKI




In Memory of
Our Parents
ROMAN & HELEN
PILCH

love,
Children &
Grandchildren

In Memory of my Parents

ALEXANDER & HELEN KOMAR

by Daughter

Helen Komar Dominik




In Memory of Our Loved Ones

JOSEPH & MARY ANN ZIELINSKI

by
Alice Staniszewski
and

Jean Zielinski

In Memory of Our Loved Ones

JOSEPH & JOSEPHINE In Memory of
PIETREWICZ GEORGE & MARY
AND THEIR CHILDREN: TRANOVICH
Apolonia Pietrewicz
Joseph Pietrewicz, Jr. Parents of
Stanley Pietrewicz Gene Tranovich
Frank Pietrewicz R.R. #1
Edward Pietrewicz Jermyn, PA 18433
Chester Pietrewicz

Joseph (Pietrewicz) Sniegocki




In memory of
JOHN & SOPHIE GUZEK
& FAMILY

By
Mary Bosak

In memory of
Son
WILLIAM SPEGAR, JR.
and Father
EDWARD PIETREWICZ

In Loving Memory of:

Andrzej, Katarzyna, Stanley

Blanche, Leon, and Andrew
Ciolek
Michael, Pauline, Walter
and Genevieve Kita

Relatives of
Frank and Rosalie Kita

In memory of
KARMOL, MISKOWSKI
& KANTON
FAMILIES




FELIX V. PATCHOFSRKY

by
Wife and Mother
Pearl H. Patchofsky

In Memory of

FELIX C. PATCHOFSKY

In memory of

PEARL ANTENORI

by

Ginader, Jones & Co.

In memory of

MR. JOSEPH SIERACKI
AND HIS SON
DR. JOSEPH C. SIERACKI

by
Ann Sieracki & Family




In Memory of

the Families of

KATO & HANICHAK

by
Michael & Pauline Kato

In Loving Memory

STANISLAW & ANIELA
BEDNARZ

by Daughter
Josephine

and
Joseph Swierbenski

In Memory of

MOM & DAD,
FRANK & ANNA HOLEVA
and
BROTHER JOSEPH

by Daughters
Theresa Warholic &
Eleanor Barcola
and Sons
Frank, Bernard, John
Leonard & Lawrence

In Memory of the

NIEMERSKI
&
STANISHEFSKI
FAMILY




In loving memory of our beloved
Mother, Grandmother

and Great Grandmother

THE SELVENIS FAMILY

Daughter: Lottie

M

Grandchildren: Mariella, Joseph,
David & Anthony
Great Grandchildren: Gregory,

Rebecca, Michael, : > g.

MARY ROMANCZYK KANASZKA

Jennifer and Anthony J. Feb. 13, 1900 — Feb. 16, 1991

In loving memory of our beloved
Husband, Father and Grandfather
THE SELVENIS FAMILY

Wife: Lottie

Children: Mariella, Joseph,
David & Anthony
Grandchildren: Gregory,

/

" Rebecca, Michael,

f . Jennifer and Anthony J.
ANTHONY D. SELVENIS

May 11, 1911 — May 28, 1981




In Memory of

ANTHONY & MARIANNE
YAZDZIK

by
Children

In memory of

PHILLIP ROMANCZYK

by wife

Mary Romanczyk

In Memory of

Husband
JOSEPH MASLANKOSKI

Parents:
MARTIN & PELAGA
MASLANKOSKI
JOHN & MARY
SLESINSKI

by
Stephania Maslankoski

In Loving Memory of

JOSEPHINE & JOHN
OLSHEFSKI

from your
Grandchildren
John, Greg & Kara




In Memory of

STEMPNIAK
&
LUKASIEWICZ
FAMILIES

by
Lorraine & Carl

Stempniak

In Memory of

JOSEPH MIELECHOWSKI
and
ANDREW & MARY ANN
TOMCZYK

by
Anna Mielechowski

In Memory of

CHARLES & MARY
LUAKASIEWICZ
&
KUCHWARA
FAMILY

by
Tessie Lukasiewicz
&

Eleanor Kuchwara

In Memory of
MR. & MRS.
ANGELO MARRA
ANGELO MARRA, JR.
ANTHONY MARRA
FRANK “CHIC” MARRA




In Memory of Qur Parents

CHARLES & VIOLA
SWENSKI

from their children
Genevieve
John
Elizabeth
Charles
Irene
Marcella

In Memory of

STANLEY KILLIAN

by
Wife, Elizabeth
& Children

In Memory of

Parents

ALBERT & MARYANN
KARMOLINSKI

by Daughters
Victoria & Elizabeth

In Memory of

Deceased Members of

JAKACKI — KILLIAN
FAMILY

by
Phyllis DeRosa




in Loving Memory of

ANTHONY & URSULA
LAPINSKI
STANLEY & EDWARD
LAPINSKI
ANNA ANSLAVAGE
and
HELEN MURA

by
Ann Lapinski

In Loving Memory of
Husband
Chester

Son,

Ronald

by
Wife & Mother
Ann Lapinski

In Loving Memory of

Parents
ANTHONY & MARY
CHWASCIEWSKI

Brothers

Joseph & Stanley

by
Edward Chwasciewski

In Loving Memory of
ANTHONY KILLIAN

Parents, Brother and Sister

by
Helen Hyduk




In Loving Memory

MICHAEL & MARYANNA
MICHALCZYK

by
Daughter
Monica Michalczyk

In Loving Memory of

my dear Husband

MICHAEL BEGEY
and my dear Parents
FRANK (SR.) & ANNA
SREBRO

by
Sophie Begey

In Memory of Our Loved Ones

by

Dr. & Mrs. Frank Kolucki, Sr.

Barbara Kolucki

Mary Kolucki Menzel

Theresa Kolucki Cornell
Dr. Frank Kolucki, Jr

In Memory of
Deceased Members
of the
LIBUDZIEWSKI FAMILY
and
WASILISIN FAMILY




In Memory of
JOHN HALENDA
From Wife, Jean Halenda
Sons, Robert & Thomas
and
Son & Daughter-in-law
Dr. & Mrs. J. Ronald Halenda

In memory of the

KALINOWSKI & BADYRKA
FAMILIES
by

Mr. & Mrs. Telesfore Kalinowski

JOSEPH SREBRO
&
BORKOWSKI FAMILY
By: Wife, Helen
JOHN DANIELEWICZ
&
ISABELLE MAZUR

By: James & Joyce Danielewicz

In Loving Memory of

Parents and Grandparents

VALENTINE & EVA KUNAT
by
Frank, Lorraine,

Frank Jr., & Steven Klassner




In Memory of
Beloved Husband
JOSEPH A. RYDZEWSKI

by Wife — Adele
and Family

In memory of

PEARL
YAROSHESKI

In memory of

BENEDICT HOLEVA

by

His Family

In Loving Memory

of

WALTER & JOSEPHINE
KOVALESKI

by
The Family




IN LOVING MEMORY
List of Deceased

On the day of their baptism, they put on Christ.
in the day of Christ’s coming, may they be clothed with glory.

PAST PASTORS
Rev. Joseph Dudkiewicz — 1899-1917
Msgr. Stanislaus E. Szpotanski — 1917-1943
Rev. Francis X. Dominiak — 1943-1957
Msgr. Peter P. Niebrzydowski — 1957-1966
Msgr. Clarence Sikorski — 1966-1982

Walter Adronovicz
Stella O.Andrews

Ann Bogdanowicz
Desmond Bogdanowicz
Henry Bogdanowicz
William Bogdanowicz
Andrew Broskey

Peter Joseph Butkiewicz
Rose Butkiewicz

Frank and Mary Chrzan
Cichocki Family

Alfred M. Cicilioni
Stella Connelly
Chester Czarnecki
Joseph Czarnecki
Walter Czarnecki
Phyllis David

Gerald Donnelly

Albert Ferguson

Adam Fetko

Bertha Fetko
Anthony Fonfara
Maryann Fonfara
MaryAnn Gasiorek
Catherine Gensiak
Bronislawa Glodek
Jan Glodek
Mieczyslaw Glodek
Chester Goldyn
Francis Goldyn
William Goldyn
Stanley Gorezyk, Sr.
Stanley Grzybowski
Hall Family

Josef Holeva
Joseph R. Holeva
Magdalena Holeva
Jean Homish
Anthony Homitz, Sr.

Staff Sgt. Henry A. Jacukowicz




IN LOVING MEMORY
List of Deceased

Alfred Benjamin Jarosinski
John S. Jezierski

Leocadia M. Jezierski
Stanley W. Jezierski
Apolonia Kanaszka
Bronislaw Kanaszka
Joseph Kanaszka Family
Stanley Karmolinski
Kerzaya Family

Andrew Kipikas and Family
Thomas Kohut

Louis Konior Family
Joseph Korczakowski
Frank Kowalski

Joseph Kowalski

Phil Kowalski

Veronia Kowalski

Walter Kowalski

Zigmond A. Kowalski
Joseph Kowrach

Victoria Kowrach

Frank Kozlosky

Veronica Kozlosky

Robert Kura

John Leonard Kychik

Mary Loretta Kychik

Mr. & Mrs. John Letkiewicz

Ann Libudziewski

Max Libudziewski
Estelle Lisowski
MaryAnn Lisowski
William Lisowski
Adeline Lulewicz
Joseph P. Lulewicz
Edward T. Macarski
Ceilia Mack

Francis Anthony Mack
Matilda Alexandra Mack
Paul Macknosky, Jr.
Karol Malinowski
Mary Malinowski
Theodore Malinowski
Marek Family

Andrew Michalczyk
Maryanna Michalczyk
Stanley Migacz

Mary Miklaszewski
Zigmund Miklaszewski
Mol Family

Edward Nowakowski
Mary Nowakowski

Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. O’Bara
Anthony Ofalt
Maryann Ofalt




IN LOVING MEMORY
List of Deceased

Stanley Ofalt

Frank and Peggy Olevnik
Frank and Valeria Olevnik
John Olevnik

Constance Paczkowski
Helen Paczkowski

Joseph Paczkowski
Roman Paczkowski

Walter Pezanowski, Sr.
Frances Piechoski

Frank Piechoski

Caroline Pieski

John Pieski

Stanley Pietrewicz

Aniela Plonski

Felix Plonski

Matt Prorock, Sr.

Paul and Catherine Prorock
Frank Remick

Joseph Francis Rempe
Phillip Romanchik

Stanley Romanczyk Family
Joseph A. Rydzewski

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Sadowski
Adam Shymanski
Apolonia Shymanski

Dr. Joseph C. Sieracki

Joseph P. Sieracki
Benjamin Slesinski
Frank Slesinski

John Slesinski

John Slesinski, Sr.
Joseph Slesinski

Mary Slesinski
Edmund Smiegocki
Walter and Mary Smiegocki
Stanley Smola, Sr. Family
Sophie Smolley
Leonard Sochocki
Lottie Sochocki
Walter Sochocki
Joseph Sosnowski
Josephine Striminsky
William Striminsky
Melanie Strong

Frank Supinski

Mary Supinski
Catherine Surdick
Stanley Surdick
Clemons Swenski
Francis D, Szescila, Jr.
Frank W. Szescila, Sr.
Florence Szmyczinski
Michael Terry




IN LOVING MEMORY
List of Deceased

Peter Valtos and Family
Chester J. Walega
James G. Walsh
Theodora Wontroski
Frank Wontroski

Mary Wontroski

John Wrobel

Louise Wrobel

Fabian Wyszynski
Shirley Wyszynski

Henry Yarosh

Carol Ann Zawacki

Walter Zdzipko

Veronica and Boleslaw Zielinski
John Zygar




BAPTISMS

Ruthann Kychik Amico
Julia Patyk Casarella
Stanley Grzybowski
Nicholas Kalinowski
Matthew Kalinowski

Pamela Kalinowski

Edward J. Matistic, Sr.

Stephen Matthews
Helen Matyjewicz
Marlene Nash
Barbara Ann Negvesky
Norman David Nuzback
Ashley Obst
Joseph Obst, Sr.
Joseph Obst, Jr.
Pearl Obst
Felicia Rzeszewski
Margaret (Matyjewicz) Sokoloski
Charles P. Valonis
Theresa Warholic

Timothy Warholic




Congratulations to St. Mary’s Visitation Parish
on 100 years of continuous blessings
bestowed on our mothers and children.

CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS

DEBORAH SWEENEY — President
DONNA TRATTHEN — 1st Vice President
KATHY PASTOR — 2nd Vice President
JUDI WIKTOR — Secretary
PATRICIA DODGSON — Treasurer
MARY ANN LISOWSKI — Historian
ROSEANN ROMANCZYK — Publicity

YAll the sacrifices of Hme, money and work, all the holy masses and prayers
sald, have but this ane intention, To obitain for the children the grace
of a truly Christian education, of a virtuous life and a happy death."

MQOTHER OF SORROWS
PRAY FOR US

Mary, please help me to be a better mother

Confraternity
o
Christian Mathers




HOLY NAME SOCIETY
Saint Mary’s
Visitation Church

Dickson City, PA

As we celebrate this, the 100th Anniversary of
Saint Mary’s Visitation Parish,
The Holy Name Society and their families
join our fellow Parishioners
in offering congratulations and
best wishes for the future.

Moderator — MONSIGNOR STANLEY W. PIORKOWSKI
President — ANDREW STEFURSKY
Vice President — JOHN BUKOWSKI
Secretary — JOHN MORRIS
Treasurer — FRANK KITA

Parish Coordinators
RAYMOND CALLIS
MICHAEL KULA
JOHN MAZA
JOSEPH SWIERBENSKI
LEON YAZINSKI




ST. ANN’S SOCIETY

President — Ann Karmol
Treasurer — Eleanor Moraiko
Fin. Secretary — Stella Buza

Congratulations on you 100th Anniversary
MAY GOD BLESS
AND
GUIDE ¥OU THROUGH THE
CENTURY TO COME!

ST. MARY’S
VISITATION CHOIR
Lorraine Kowrach Hutchens

Director — Organist

CAFETERIA MOTHERS
Volunteers Always
Welcome!

ST. MARY’S
BINGO
WORKERS
&
USHERS’
SOCIETY




ST. MARY’S
PARISH CHAPTER

OF THE
ST. THERESA'S ENTHRONEMENT
SOCIETY IN THE
President — Irene Luchansky HOME
Recording Secretary — Mrs. Stella Buza
Secratary — Mrs. Jean Smiegocki
ST MARY'’S
VISITATION
PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE
ST. MARY'S
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bednarczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Novack PEOPLE’S

Dr. & Mrs. Stanley Stachacz
Monica Michalczyk

God our Father — You have shown us
the orderliness of your creation, your
magnificent activity of Love portrayed in
the beauty that surrounds us. We strug-
gle, heavenly creator, In our care for your
world as we envision it with your intent
for the sacredness of all life.

EUCHARISTIC LEAGUE




POLISH WOMEN’S
ALLIANCE OF AMERICA
GROUP 528

JULIA BREMICK — President
FLOREMNCE SYSAK — Financial Secretary

AMNN KABMOLINSK]! — Treasurer

Congratulations
& Best Wishes
on 100 Years

of Polish Life!

ST. MARY’S
YOUTH GROUP
“One In The Spirit”

BOY SCOUT TROOP 21

CUB SCOUT PACK 21
St. Mary’s Visitation Church

ST. MARY’S
ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION




Scranton Craftsmen, Inc.

MORE THAN 35 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Pre-Cast CONCRETE STEPS .
Made , ; .l
Iron T
Railings ' oAALER
There Is & 1 i’s.
Difference in n »
r:uﬂi'frr:.lgade %ﬁa ¥ ﬁf? e it
Algimimim “7e nsa® MODERN, STATE OF THE
Raliings RS ART COMPUTERIZED PLANT

PRECAST CONCRETE

& CONCRETE STEFRS

o THON RAILINGS

& SEPTIC TANKS

& MANHOLES

® CATCH BASINS

e PATIO & SIDEWALK BLOCEKS
& SPLASH RLOCKS

® PARKING STOPS

® BASFAILNT ENTRAMCES

o D o
e

Brautijul Metal Scewrity Thora

COMPLETE LINE OF WASTE
WATER TREATMENT PLANTS
FOR BOTH SEPTIC AND STORM
INCLUDING ZABEL FILTERS
AND PUMP PACKAGES

RECREATE TRALNTIONAL
ELEGAMCE WITH VERSATILE,
LOW MAINTENANCE COLOMAL

AL LRINLAT COLLIMNE

fr—

ROUND AND '
SOUARE B
ALUMINUM
COLUMNS |

LARGE
STOCK
INVENTORY
AVANLABLE
NV ATANY
SIZES B

CERTIFIED TO MEET

STATE SPECIFICATIONS

WE NOW HAVE A COMFLETE

LINE OF DECORATIVE STONE
AND MASONRY SAND

ALSO REBAR, WIRE MESH,
SONA TUBE AND
EXPANSION JOINT

PermEntry

the complare dasemen erins
Instaltad with solid precas!
concrgte steps and sidewalls
gomglete with double leaf Soors

+ Econpmical

+ Dueahle

Secuig

= High Quality
« Foar Now
Entries ar lo

Replaca
0 Ones=

+ Instatbed by
Pralessionia’s

STEEL BEAMS & WAREHOUSE

= CHANNELS

HOUSE BEAMS DELIVERED OR SET

+ ANGLE IRONS . ? « PLATES
« FIPE COLUMNS i * GRATING
E S, * HEAMS

* REINFORCING RODS L M
* WIRE MESH ﬂlj =

BEEL: . cOLUMN BEAMS

* TRUCK RACKS

* BECKING = SPECIAL FABRICATION

930 DUNMORE STREET, THRCOP, PENNSYLVANIA 18512

SCRANTON WILKES BARRE CARBONDALE MT. POCONO
(717) 347-56126  (717) 824-0389 (717) 489-8462 (717) 839-80956




Office Hours By Appointment
(717) 586-4599

Dr. Michael A. Stachacz

Family Chiropractor

219 W. Grove Street, Clarks Summit, PA 18411

DR & MRS. STANLEY J. STACHACZ
AND FAMILY

Best wishes during this
Centennial Year

__




COMPLIMENTS OF. ...

ORC
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LACKAWANNA COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
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Congratulations on 100 Years

TONY L. GALLIS, Agent
State Farm Insurance
Auto - Fire - Life - Health - Business
Oak & Saltry Sts., Scranton, PA

]

717-346-1738




VISBISKY
PLUMBING & HEATING

650 Laurel Street
Dickson City, PA 18519

489-2521

Gas — Qil — Stoker

and Hand Fired Boilers




Congratulations
from

lq FIRST NATIONAL
COMMUNITY BANK

“Serving Our Community From Strength”

With Four Convenient Locations

DUNMORE SCRANTON DICKSON CITY  FASHIOMN MALL
102 East Drinker Street  419-421 Spruce Street 934 Main Avenue Route 6
Dunmore, PA Scranton, PA Dickson City, PA  Dickson City, PA
346-7667 343-6572 489-8617 348-4880

Member: FDIC

Congratulations & Best Wishes
on 100 Years

DeNAPLES AUTO PARTS
400 Mill Street
Dunmore, PA 18512




COACHES & MODIFIED SUBURBANS

NO TRIP TOO LONG OR TOO SHORT!

15 Modern Air Conditioned Coaches
CHARTER SERVICE With Rest Rooms to Serve You

232 South Sherman Avenue Bar & Lounge Service
P.O. Box 95
Scranton, PA 18504 Also Available
346-7601 B800-676-0866

Congratulations

ST. MARY’'S VISITATION PE‘@ 5’
on your Centennial -.

from
OLYPHANT BOTTLING PEPSI-COLA
COMPANY BOTTLING CO.
OF
Parishioners & New Owners SCRANTON, INC.
RON & SHARON BEDNARZ 3015 N. Main Avenue
ALLAN & PAT CORNELL Scranton, PA 18508




3 GENERATIONS OF SERVICE

. 4. Swmith Co.

JOSEPH J. DOTZEL — OWNER
121 WATER STREET, WILKES-BARRE, PA 18702

Painting ® Decorating ®* Restoration

CHURCH « SCHOOLS « RESIDENTIAL
INDUSTRIAL « COMMERCIAL

s Statues s Gold Leafing & Written Specifications
e Stations e Spray Painting * Colar Co-ordinating
e Stencils = Wall Covering * Consulting Service

Prompt Service < Fully Equipped & Insured
ir References +

822-3650




- GAS SEH"JlCE
il}&\‘;& PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
RESIDENTIAL » COMMERCIAL » INDUSTRIAL

CYLINDER & BULK DELIVERY

SREBRO CONSTRUCTION
Genaral Contracting GAS BEQ GRILL REPAIR PARTS AND
Mow Homes & Interior Finishing TAMK REFILL CEMTER
MATURAL & L.P. GAS SPACE HEATERS SALES
B27 H. Dundall 51, KEMN SREBRHO WHOLESALE & RETAIL » GAS LOGS
Dickson City, PA 18519 {717) 383-0085
342-4854 = 489-4548
1201 Marshwood Road, Throop
Mon. thru Fri. 6?6'06?0
800 4A.M, - 5 P,
Saturday Greentown
8:00 AM. - 4 P.M.
o BUS, (717) 587-2160
et HOME 586-9570
by PAGER 34B-8985

Chlactic's Dicsed Scevice

GENERAL TRUCK REFAIR
HEAVY DUTY TOWING
24 HOUR ROAD SERVICE

CHARLES W. KASZUBA RD 2 ROUTE 347
Owner OLYPHANT, PENNSYLVANIA 18447




KOBIERECKI BODY WORKS

Factory Trained Bear Alignment Service
— Official Inspection Station —
Since 1950

Phone: 489-9172

503 Dundaff Street
Dickson City, PA 18519




“

Congratulations on your Centennial

LANDSCAPING FLOWER & GIFT SHOP
SHRUBS & EVERGREENS FTD WIRE SERVICES
| EDDIE’S NURSERY & FLORIST

SCRANTON-CARBONDALE HIGHWAY
SCRANTON, PA 18508

PHONE: (717) 489-3514 - FAX: (717) 489-1146

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Gliniecki, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Nelson
Mrs. & Mrs. Edward Gliniecki, Jr.

Congratulations

Congratulations! and
Best Wishes!
LACKAWANNA TINNING &
SHEET METAL WORKS, INC MR. & MRS.
DANIEL HOLEVA
Dickson City, PA and

| FAMILY




ngalaess

ALL THE BEST! BRYANT’S SUNOCO

I-81 O’Neill Highway

" CLARKS SUMBMIT (Sutnenit Square Shopping Gum:e:}
*SCRANTON (Greenridge Flaza)
" WILKES-BARRE (Stanton Sirect)

*EOWARDSVILLE (West Side Mall)
* OLD FORGE (431 Lawrence Styeet) Dunmore, PA 18512
*PITISTOMN {457 North Main Strect) 1

TWESTPITTSTON (201 Wyoaning Avenue)
"HALLETON (Valmond Plaza)

*DALLAS Country Club Shopping Certer)
*MT. FOCONO Route 940) [ |
TBLAKELY (1427 Main Street)

THE AREA'S FASTEST GROWING SUPERMARKET CHAIN

Congratulations on your
100th Anniversary |

CLAUSS AGENCY, INC.
INSURANCE
134 Delaware Avenue

Olyphant, PA 18447

Phone: 489-7533 — 342-2561




“Kirst

NATIONAL BANK

of Jermyh

Jermyn Office Jessup Office
Keyser Mall Mincoka
343-1211 341-5555

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation




Best Wishes

DICKSON CITY
COMMUNITY CLUB

Cheryl Hicci — President
Debbie Bozym — Vice President
Mancy McHugh — Recording Secretary
Jean Byron — Financial Secretary
Rich Byron — Treasurer

Paul Locker — Sergeant at Arms

Heartiest Congratulations
and
Best Wishes

HOLOD BUILDING
SUPPLIES, inc.
418 North Valley Avenue
Olyphant, PA 18447
Phone: 489-4779

Your Local Building Suppliers

Congratulations

ST. MARY’S VISITATION PARISH

Best Wishes from

OLESKI ELECTRIC
Ronald Oleski = 489-8750




Crifice: 717-346-6340
T17-344-1626

Nuggef.
DOMA Food Sewice

Institutional Foods
Quality Foods From Around The World

825 §, Keyser Ave
Scranton, PA 18508

Congratulations

from

Podiatric Medicine
and Surgery
Foot & Ankle Specialist
542 Boulevard Avenue
Dickson City, PA 18519

(717) 489-8866

INSURANCE

&

)

Like a good neighbor;
State Farm is there.

Eynon, PA 15403
O {717] BTE-42585
Aus.: (717} 4B9-4043

Stale Farm insurance Companies » Home OFfices Bsnomangion liinges

See me for
car, home, life
and health _ |
Insurance. Like & good neighbar, ar
State Farm is there. = =1
STATE FARM CHERI A. WENDOLOWSKI r-""r"‘
Ageni el GRT - 4 ,f"t"
.-'7"3\‘{'_'. :r b
an7 Batty St Eyplt i
Post (iice Box 295 'ﬂ‘-lqh‘_ A r";:_r‘ Lt

BTATE FRAM MWELRANCE COMPANIES
HGRAE GFFICES: BLOGIRAMG A 17 NGRS

DR. JOSEPH A. GERSHEY




Good Luck!

Best Wishes REMICK FLORAL & GIFT
Telephone: 343-1179
ADRIAN J. MORRIS, M.D. 1001 North Main Avenue

Scranton, PA 18508

Congratulations on your 100th Year

Celebration — Job Well Done!

PHOMNE (7T17) 489-4067 JACOB OMNESKY

Carnival - Bazaar - Fund Raising Equipment
Small Games of Chance — License # D-0138

ONE MAR WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

109 MAIN STREET DICKSON CITY, PA,, 18518-1616

We Sell Creative /deas @ ESTABLISHED SINCE 1362 @ "WE Sell to Sell Again”




/Qega[;l?oam

for a royal occasion . . .

212-218 LACKAWANNA AVENUE
OLYPHANT, PENNSYLVANIA 18447

Phone: Theresa or Jo
489-1901

BOWL AT OUR
TWO LOCATIONS

FOR A CLEAN COMFORTABLE
EMNVIRONMEMNT

2%,

SPECIAL DaYE

IDLE HOUR BOWLING LANES
SLEEPY HOLLOW LOUNGE

489-7526

SCAN « CARBMOL FvAY DOKSN CTY

* Cocktoil Loungas

* AUTOMATIC SCOREKEEPING

= OPEM 24 HOURS = CIPEM BOMWLING
» BILLIARDY TABLES * SNACK BARS

= PROFESSIONAL BALL DRILLING, FRO SHORS
» DAYTIME, EVEMNIMNG & MIDMIGHT LEAGLIES
= DAYTIME BABYSITTING SERVICES

» IEARN TO BOWL CLASSES

SOUTH SIDE BOWL INC.
POOR RICHARDS PUB

961-5213

BEECH ST & 5 WYOMING AV

LORRAINE BOHANSKE POSSANZA, D.P.M.

Podiatric Medicine and
Fool Surgery

B61 Misn Streat
Phickson Caty, PA 1851y
(717 3434110

By Appainlinent




JOHN & ANN
KOBIERECKI
&
SONS

Best Wishes
and
Congratulations
on your
Centennial
State Representative
ED & ANGIE STABACK

115th District

We have many blessed memories of
St. Mary’'s Church
HELEN PAPPAS & FAMILY
Lake Moc-A-Tek
Campsite Inc.

HELEMN PATYK PAPFPAS — Owner & Associates
VINCENT PAPPAS — Hackettstown, NJ
ANGELA PAPPAS MUCCING — PT. ST. LUCIE, FL
HELEN PAPPAS RATAY — Ledgedale, PA
LEONA PAPPAS MALINOSKI
ANTHONY PAPPAS — Ledgedale, PA
ROMAYMNE PAPPAS VOGEL — Ledgedale, PA
JUEL PAPPAS SHUTKOQOFSKI — Ledgedale, PA
ANN MARIE PAPPAS — Ledgedale, PA
ROMNALD PAPPAS — Green Ridge, PA

TED WARHOLE
WHOLESALE - RETAIL Bt AiaLE

GILL®S SPORTING GOODS

BICYCLES | v s vivairvarsesian i oo EIREABRS
FISHING TACKLE . cevn o AMMUNITION
BHCHERY i v saiaas HEHEMES

P

FHOME: 343-7682

1907 NORATH MAIN AVEMNUE

SCRANTON, PENNA, 1H50E




ey

DR. GARY PRUZINSKY

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

312 LACKAWANNA AVE.
OLYPHANT, PA 18447

(717) 4B9-4788

Best Wishes

MID-VALLEY DINER

MR. & MRS.
BERNARD ZIOMEK
R.D. No. 1, Box 80
Jermyn, PA 18433

HOUSE OF FLOWERS

Flowers for Weddings,
Funerals & All Occasions
.

855 MAIN STREET
DICKSON CITY, PA
489-7792




CONGRATULATIONS ON
YOUR CENTENNIAL

Margaret Olsewski

Dhirector af Marketing & Sales

(ENETTI M ANOR

Banquet & Convention Center
1505 Norlth Main Avenue
Dickson City, A 18447
-717-383-C206

& ;-ﬂ?l:l':
q RANT 0, L

WIORKOWSKI - YURKANIN
FUNERAL HOME

“A Beautiful Picture in your name forever”

1115 MAIN STREET
DICKSON CITY, PA

PHOME — 4B85-0261

ANDREW ANTHONY YURKAMIM, JR.

Owner — Funeral Director

BOCCARDO

JEWELERS INC.
DESIGNERS. g,
e A TURERS




Congratulations!

400 Wyoming Avenue
Scranton, PA 18503

342-8246

SOWINSKI’S
BARBER SHOP
1013 Main Street
Dickson City, PA

383-1704

MICHAEL P. GLINSKY,
F.H., INC.
CARL J. SAVINO, Supervisor

129 Grant Street
Olyphant, PA 18447

ALLAN A. HORNBECK
CHEVROLET
400-08 Main Street

Forest City, PA 18421

Phone: (717) 785-3144




We've Got It!

JOHN THE JEWELER, INC.
1914 — Our 79th Year - 1993

MANASEK AUTO PARTS
1614 Main Street WHERE CUSTOMERS SEND

Dickson City, PA 18447 THEIR FRIENDS
383-2481

AUTOMOTIVE MACHINE SHOP

Bishop O’Hara is a Family!
Juin our Family so we can give you

THE BEST CATHOLIC EDUCATION!

BARBARA & RON BLISS

Like all of our graduates, you
will learn é-grow ... compete &
o have fun ... succeed & aclifeve!

TERRI & PAT WALKER

Bishop O’Hara is the School for

PATTI, SAM & KYLE
’ YOU!
FERGUSON =

WE CARE ABOUT YOU!




BEST WISHES!

FrLomrsreis o HOSTOMIAN = DEXTER * CONMENSE

CLEM’S SHOE STORE

T2 MAIN ST, oeston STy, P& 16518

ROBERT DEFAZICK, FROF. 4H3-859585

ESSENCE
OF
DEPENDABILITY
&
AFFORDABILITY

SYLVESTER
CHEVROLET GEO

o 7

"OUR FAMILY BUSINESS WANTS
YOUR FAMILY'S BUSINESS"
1609 MAIN ST.

PECKVILLE, PA
489-7586
LEASING

Congratulations
POLISH UNION OF U.S.A.
A Fraternal Insurance Society
Founded in 1890
53-54 North Main Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701

Over 100 years of Fraternal Service

A FRIEND




PATRONS

Christmas Wafers Bakery
P.O. Box 99 — Lewiston, NY 14092

Costa Drugs
800 Main St. & Bivd. Ave., Dickson City, PA 18519 — 489-5161

Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
9 Keystone Industrial Park — Dunmore, PA 18512 — 342-7556

Janus Market
1097 Carmalt St. — Dickson City, PA 18519 — 489-9051 |

Johnnie’s Service Center
1417 Main Street — Dickson City — 488-9026

Mainline Hoagie & Pizza
1035 Main St. — Dickson City, PA 18519 — 489-2483

National Bakery, Inc.
1100 Capouse Avenue — Scranton, PA 18509

Noel Distributing Co.
111 Clay Avenue — Olyphant, PA 18447 — 489.7601

P & R Builders
55 Warner St. — Plains, PA 18705 — 829-1030

Congratulations and Best Wishes I
Anne Marie Regan, Recorder of Deeds

Schiff’'s Restaurant Service
4410 N. Main Ave., Scranton, PA 18508 — 343-1294

Snyder Granite Co.
Peckville, PA — Since 1925

Best Wishes!
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Umerich & Family

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Balon
808 Goodman St. — Throop, PA 18512

Congratulations & Best Wishes

Frank & Gert Bartkovsky I




PATRONS

Congratulations and Best Wishes
Richard & Marge Bednarczyk & Family

Proud to be Parishioners

William & Pearl Burdyn

Raymond E. Gadke
University of Chicago Library

Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Grochowski
612 Lincoln St. — Dickson City, PA 18519

Congratulations
Mr. Ronald Gruzesky

Congratulations
Jim & Sharon Kanton & Family

Best Wishes
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Krawczyk

Congratulations and Best Wishes
Henry & Martha Laskosky

Thanks to the Lord for the Countless Blessings Bestowead upon our Parish
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Obst

Congratulations on 100 Years
Vera & Roman Ostrowski

William & Mary Lou Rovinsky
Box 177 — Rovinsky Road — R.R. #2, Olyphant, PA 18447

Best Wishes
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Sysak

Blessed 100th Anniversary
Arthur & Laureen Warrick

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Yagelski
202 Robert Dr. — Dickson City, PA 18519

Congratulations & Best Wishes
Blanche Zygar




WELL WISHERS

CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FOUNDING OF THE
PARISH OF SAINT MARY’S VISITATION CHURCH.
BEST WISHES FOR THE FUTURE.

NANCY BACHUREK THOMAS & JACQUELINE MELIA
BECK’S CLEANERS MR. & MRS. DAVID NASH
CAL-IDEAS, INC. MR. & MRS. FRANK NEGVESKY
DR. DOMINICK A. CRUCIANI JR. MR. & MRS. JOSEPH OBST JR.
MR. & MRS. ROBERT DEFAZIO REV. J. C. OSTROWSKI

PAUL J. EYERMAN INC. DR. EUGENE ROE

GREEN RIDGE CLUB LEON & JUDY RUDZINSKI
ALBINA HOMITZ BRENDA & MARISSA RUDZINSKI
KAROSCIK'S PHARMACY MR. WALTER SADOWSKI
VIRGINIA KENNEDY SHEHADI BROTHERS INC.
ALLAN MASHIE MR. GERALD SKWISH

MR. & MRS. MARTIN MASHIE SMITTIES CONSTRUCTION
MID-VALLEY HOSPITAL GENEVIEVE & MARIE SOCHOCKI

ELEANOR & LEONARD ZAWACKI




Congratulations to all parishioners and friends
on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the
Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish
from

CHARLES & JOSEPHINE LECHOWSKI SHANDER

CHARLES M. SHANDER
Funeral Home
402 BOULEVARD AVENUE

DICKSON CITY, PA

PHONE: 489-3861

P ST e s 1]
J éﬁm’ieg _@{%/f’ ﬁ;f K/ﬁ & /f'mr{ 4’0{ years
with the /%" hest standards n both

sl L L
- T "E-_. e - vy _é. —

%&?ﬁf:ﬁ,ﬂ- arnd ﬁﬂp oSl 07l




HIS HOLINESS THE POPE FOHN PAUL If
KAROQL WOJTYLA

THE MAKING OF THE POPE IN ART
ARTIST GERHARDT BAUT — BAUT STUDIOS
L]
GIFT OF CHARLES AND JOSEPHINE LECHOWSKI SHANDER
IN MEMORY OF LOVING DAUGHTER, DR. MONICA H. M. SHANDER
L ]
DEDICATION 1994
102nd YEAR OF FAITH OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY PARISH



IN APPRECIATION

Our Centennial Celebration has been a
most glorious and joyful occasion for all
who in any way have participated in it. The
celebration of 100 Years as a Parish could
only come about because of the love for
God and His Church. To the forefathers,
for their sacrifices, their dedication and
their immense love for God, we express our
thanks. We pray that they are with God in
Heaven and continue to look down upon
the parishioners of the Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish so that they
may continued to carrv on the work en-
trusted to them by our forefathers who
have founded the parish and who later on
have built an edifice of such beauty and
splendor to the honor and glory of God.
Our thanks to all who have followed them
and carried on the task entrusted to them
and who today are also with God. **This
is the Day which the Lord has made. Let
us rejoice and be glad.” Yes it was the day
which the Lord has made because He has
given to this parish such dedicated, God-
loving and God-fearing people, who
throughout the years, have shared with the
Church their God-given gifts, material and
spiritual. Their participation in this celebra-
lion enhanced the beauty and the glory of
this day-November 1, 1992. To all who
have participated in the PARISH APPEAL
for the beautification of the church for this
great celebration, we say, ‘‘may God bless
you and continue to enrich you with His
gifls s0 that God's Generosity and
Goodness may continue to grow in this
parish by your kindness and gifts to the
Parish. What can we say about the music
and singing? Best described by one of the
parishioners, *I thought | was in heaven.””
To our devoted Choir Director, Lorraine
Hutchens, and to all the members of the
choir, our thanks and appreciation. The
floral decorations, both in church and at
the banguet hall were the gifts of one
anonvmous donor who also spent hours of
timne with her assistants in the decoration
of the church for this great celebration. Our
Ushers, who have assisted in the seating
and the order which was so evident, are also
to be commended. Qur children, who so

beautifully formed an honor guard together
with the ushers and Holy Name members,
added so much toward the beauty and glory
of the celebration. Thank vou. To the Ber-
nardine Sisters and the Sisters from other
congregations, we say ““Thank you.” Your
presence has indeed brought much joy and
happiness to all in attendance. Where
would we have been without the dedicated
and remarkable service given at the Centen-
nial Mass by our Altar Servers. We were
very proud of them because they had in-
deed done a great service to God and to the
Parish. May they be blessed and continue
in their love for God and His Church,
The period of preparation for this great and
glorious celebration of 100 Years of Faith
was a long and demanding period to which
many had given both time, talent and self.
To all of those who in any way contributed
toward the celebration of this dav we say,
“Thank vou and may God bless vou,”" Our
Parish Council, under the direction of our
Chairman, Richard Bednarceyk, had given
hours of time in meetings to plan and to
execute the plans for this great event in the
history of the Parish. A picture of the
members of the council is found in this
Book. If you do have the occasion to meet
with any of them say “‘Thank you.”
Without their many days of meeting, their
input, their supervision, the celebration
would not have been the greal success Lhal
it was. May they continue to give of their
talent, their time, and dedication in the
future so that the Visitation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Parish may continue to
Mourish and give forth God-loving and
God-fearing people to the Church and to
this Community of ours.

For the priests of the Parish, Father Patrick
Albert and Father Stefan Krawontka, for
their role and their untiring dedication in
attending the meetings, carrying out their
roles, and their participation, we ask God’s
blessings. May their service to the people
of this community and this parish continue
to strengthen the faith so that CHRIST
MAY REIGN IN THE HEARTS AND
SOULS OF ALL.

PRINTED BY KIZEL PRINTING, ine,
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