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Poland did not exist as a country for 123 years!
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

• Born 09 March 1891

• Arrived to the U.S. in the early 1910’s based on census records

• Married in Delaware in 24 May 1915

• Parents were Stanisław Załęski & Anna Żochowska

• No siblings came to live in the states

• Ford Motor Company

• Milkman

• Lived on Holbrook in Hamtramck at one time

• Lived in Dearborn by the 1930’s

• Died 28 December 1968



Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

Franciszek Załęski
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Nothing!



Łomża

Ostrołęka

Warszawa
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Dziennik Polski Obituary Extractions —
1944-1980
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)



Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)



Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

World War II Draft Registration
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

1940 Census
Name Age

Frank Zalenski 49

Walerya Zalenski 44

Zjurment Zalenski 19

Adolph Zalenski 16

Linard Zalenski 7

Frank Drobot 30

Frances Drobot 24

Bernidie Drobot 2
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Poland

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725907
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725909
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725910
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725911
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725913
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725915
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725916
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1940usfedcen&indiv=try&h=84725917


Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

1930 Census
Name Age

Frank Zalenski 38

Viola Zalenski 34

Francis Zalenski 14

Stanley Zalenski 12

Zigmund Zalenski 9

Adolph Zalenski 6

Frank Olszewski 43

1913 Arrival

Poland
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828025
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828067
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828063
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828043
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828070
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828060
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try&h=11828057


Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

1920 Census

Name Age

Frank Fraieski 27

Nola Fraieski 25

Francis Fraieski 4

Stanley Fraieski 2

1910 Arrival
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Poland
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=25992837
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=25992838
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=25992839
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1920usfedcen&indiv=try&h=25992840


1919 Detroit City Directory 1920 Detroit City Directory
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

Exact



Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)
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Seeking maternal Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

*

No WW I records!









Seeking Stanley Zalenski 
(08 November 1889 - 25 October 1965)

World War I Draft Registration World War II Draft Registration
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Seeking Stanley Zalenski 
(08 November 1889 - 25 October 1965)

1920 Census
Name Age

John Milarski 30

Stanley Zalenski 29

Vitold Mostowicz 28

Henryka Zalenski 26

Irene Zalenski 2

Stephania Zalenski 0

1912 Arrival
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305069&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305064&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305068&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305065&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305066&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=6061&h=26305067&usePUB=true&_phsrc=ElB36&_phstart=successSource
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or Ctrl F (29 options)



Seeking Stanley Zalenski 
(08 November 1889 - 25 October 1965)

**

We know the parents of Franciszek…and 
what about this Stanley?
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Where is Franciszek in 1891 births?
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i  = date
Z = archives
A = indexer
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If we are searching in Russian Poland, these 
Catholic Church records will be written in 

Cyrillic from 1868-1918 
AND 

they will be using the Julian Calendar which 
was proposed by Julius Caesar in 46 BC. 

Pope Gregory XIII introduced the present day 
Gregorian Calendar in 1582 AD.
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Alright. I found an 
1891 birth index for 

the parish of 
Wąsewo; but what 

is the alphabet 
order in Cyrillic?
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63.  58.  Zalenski Franciszek



*

*

*





*

*

*

*



*





58. Zastawie

This happened in the village of Wąsewo on the ninth / twenty second of
March in the year one thousand eight hundred ninety one at two o’clock in
the afternoon. Stanisław Załęski appeared, a farmer from Zastawie, forty
one years old, in the presence of Franciszek Kowalewski, a farmer from
Wysocze Bartosy, thirty two years old, and Józef Bąk, a farmer from Brudki,
forty three years old; and he presented to Us a male child, stating that he
was born in Zastawie on the twenty fifth of February / ninth of March in the
current year at ten o’clock in the evening, to his lawful wife Anna nèe
Żakowska [Żochawska], thirty years old. At the holy christening performed
today this child was given the name Franciszek, and his godparents were
Franciszek Kowalewski, and Marianna Kowalewska. This record was read to
the declarant and witnesses who are illiterate, and it was signed by Us only.

Fr. Józef Stalmach, Administrator of Wąsewo parish, Civil Registrar

What about the history of this parish?
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Ctrl F



*

*

*



circa 1930



I am still puzzled and annoyed 
that I could not find 

Franciszek’s 
World War I Draft Registration 

on ancestry.com
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Seeking maternal Great-Grandfather, 
Frank Zalenski (1891-1968)

World War I Draft Registration
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* (LDS)
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Lesson to be learned…
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or Ctrl F 
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29 January 1883 
Marriage of 

Leonard Michalik & 
Józefa Matusiak 
in Psary, Turek, 

Poznań, Poland –
Now Psary, Turek, 

Wielkopolskie, 
Poland
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29 January 1883 
Marriage of 

Leonard Michalik & 
Józefa Matusiak 
in Psary, Turek, 

Poznań, Poland –
Now Psary, Turek, 

Wielkopolskie, 
Poland
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Why is this in Russian if we are 
in German-Poland?
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These records must also be viewed at a FHC library.
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J — Jurisdictions for Eickfier

R — Surrounding StdAs
(Standesämter) i.e. Registry 
Offices

C — Catholic Parishes and 
Churches

P — Protestant Parishes and 
Churches

S — Jewish Synagogues

Note: You may need to zoom 
out to see the

markers selected above.












